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MARLBOROUGH 


My Loxp, 
De 28 it 1s natural to have a 
A J fondels for what has coſt 
OW us much time and atten- 
tion to produce, I hope your Grace 


will forgive an endeavour to pre- 
ſerve this work from oblivion, by 
Vo. IV. N affxing 


* 


DEDICATION. 


afixing to it your memorable 


name. 


I hall not here preſume to 
mention the illuſtrious paſſages =" 


your life, which are celebrated 


by the whole age, and have been 


the ſubject of the moſt ſublime 


pens; but if I could convey you 
to poſterity in your private cha- 


rater, and deſcribe the ſtature, 


the behaviour and aſpect of the 
Duke of Marlborough, J queſtion 
not but i it would fill the reader with 
more agreeable images, and give 
him a more delightful entertain- 
ment than what can be found in 

the following, or any other book. 
One cannot indeed without of- 
fence, to yourſelf, obſerve, that 
you excel the reſt of mankind in 
the leaſt, as well as the greateſt | 


en- 


v n e 


mk fy 6 OO. 
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DEDICATION. 


endowments. Nor were it a cir- 


cumſtance to be mentioned, if the 
graces and attractions of your per- 
ſon were not the only pre- eminence 


you have above others, which is 
left, almoſt, unobſerved by grea ater 
writers. 


Yet how pleaſing. would 


be to thoſe who ſhall read the * 
priſing revolutions in your ſtory, ; 
to be made acquainted with your 
ordinary life and deportment? 
How pleaſing would it be to hear 
that the ſame man, who had 
carried fire and ſword into the 
countries of all that had oppoſed 
the cauſe of liberty, and ſtruck a 
terror into the armies of France, 
had, in the midſt of his high 
| ſtation, a behaviour as gentle as 
is uſual in the firſt ſleps towards 


Az preatuefs? 


DEDICATION. 
greatneſs? And if it were poſſible 
0 expreſs that caſy grandeur, 

which did at once perſuade and 
command; it would appear as 
- clearly to thoſe to come, as it does 

to his contemporaries, that all the 
great events which were brought 
to paſs under the conduct of ſo 
well- governed a ſpirit, were the 
bleſſings of heaven upon wiſdom | 
and or; and all which ſeem ad- 
verſe {el} out by divine permiſſion, 
which we are not to ſearch into. 
| You have paſſed that year of 
life wherein the moſt able and for- 
tunate captain, before your time, 
del: red he had lived enough both 
to nature and to glory; and your 
Grace may make that reflexion 
with much more juſtice. He {poke | 
it after he had arrived at empire 


DEDICATION. 
by an uſurpati n upon thoſe whom 
he had enſlaved; but the prince 
of Miadiebeim may rejoice in a 
ſovereignty which was the gift of 
him whoſe dominions he had pre- 
ſerved. 5 
Glory eſtabliſhed upon the un- 
interrupted ſucceſs of honourable 
deſigns and actions is not ſubject 
to diminution ; nor can any at- 
tempts prevail againſt it, but in 
the pi roportion which the narrow 
circuit of rumour bears to the un- 
limited extent of fame. 
Ve may congr atulate your Gr race 
not only upon your high atchicy- 
ments, but likewiſe upon the! nap- 
py expiration. of your command, 
by which your glory is put out of 
the power of fortune: And when 
your perſon. ſhall be ſo too, that 
i * tze 


DEDI CATIO N. 
the author and diſpoſer of all things 
may place you in that higher 
manſion of bliſs and immortality. 

_ which is prepared for good princes, | 
lawgivers, and heroes, when BE 

in ns due time removes them 

from the envy of mankind, is the 


hearty 1 of, 
% Lonn, | 
Nur Grace's 
mdf bedient, 
moſt devuted, 


humble Servant, 


The SxECTATOR 


THE 


_ SPECTATOR: 
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Erranti, paſſimque ocules per cuncta ferentt. . 
EEE . Virg. En. 2. ver. 570. 


Exploring ev'ry place with curious eyes. 


WWW 
1 Am very ſorry to find by your diſcourſe upon the 

eye, that you have not thoroughly ſtudied the na- 

ture and force of that part of a beauteous face. 

Had you ever been in love, you would have aid ten 

_ © thouſand things, which it ſeems did not occur to you : 

Do but reflect upon the nonſenſe it makes men tal, 
: the flames which it is ſaid to kindle, the tranſoort it 


| raiſes, the dejection it cauſes in the braveſt men; aud 
if you do believe thoſe things ate expreſſed to an ex- 

* kravagance, yet you will own, that the influence of 
it is very great which moves men to that extrava- 
_ © gance. Certain it is, that the whole ſtrength of the 
mind is ſometimes ſeated there; that a kind look im- 


parts all, that a year's diſconriè could give yon, in one p 
moment. What matters it what the ſays to vob, fee 
=p 4 5 how 
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how ſhe looks, is the language of all who know what 
love is. When the mind is thus ſummed up and 
expreſſed in a glance, did you never obſerve a ſud- 


* den joy ariſe in the countenance of a lover? Did you 
never ſee the attendance of years paid, over-paid in an 
inſtant? You aSyECTATOR, and not know that the 


intelligence of affection is carried on by the eye only; 
that good-breeding has made the tongue falſify the heart, 
and act a part of continual conſtraint, while nature has 
preſerved the eyes to herſelf, that ſhe may not be diſ- 
guiſed or miſrepreſented. The poor bride can give her 
hand, and fay. / do, with a languiſh air, to the man ſhe 
is obliged by cruel parents to take for mercenary rea- 
ſons, but at the ſame time ſhe cannot look as if ſne 


loved; her eye is full of ſorrow, and reluQance fits in 
a tear, while the offering of the ſacrifice is performed 


in what we call the marriage ceremony. Do you never 
go to plays? Cannot you diſtinguiſh between the eyes 
of thoſe who go to ſee, from thoſe who come to be 


ſeen? I am a woman turned of thirty, and am on the 
* obſervation a little; therefore if you or your correſpon- 


cent had conſulted me in your diſcourſe on the eye, 1 


could have told you that the eye of Leonora is ſlily watch- 
ful while it looks negligent ; ſhe looks round her with- 


out the help of the glaſſes you ſpeak of, and yet ſeems 


do be employed on objects directly before her. This 
* exc is chat affects chance-medley, and on a ſudden, as 


if it attended to arother thing, turns all its charms 
againſt an ogler. The eye of Laſitania is an inſtrument. 
of premeditated murder; but the deſign being viſible, 
d&i:oys the execution of it; and with much more beau- 
iy than that of Leoxzra, it is not half ſo miſchievous. 


Thee is a brave ſoldier's daughter in town, that by her 


ee his been the death of more than ever her father 
miele Aly b fore him. A beautiful eye makes filence 


eloquent, a kind eye makes contradiction an aſſent, an 

earaged eve mikes beauty deformed. This little 
member gives life to every other part about us, and I 
* helievc the tory of Argus implies no more than that the 


eve is in every part, that is to ſay, every other part 
would Ce u. ut. lated, were not its force repreſented more 
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Dear Mr. SyECTATOR, 


%% 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | 
I Hough Iam a practitioner in the law of ſome ſtand- 


1 p a =  % a a „ R M a a4 


by the eye than even by itſelf. But this is heathen 
Greek to thoſe who have not converſed by glances. This 
Sir, is a language in which there can be no deceit, nor 
can a ſkilfal obſerver be impoſed upon by looks even 
among politicians and courtiers. If you do me the 
honour to print this among your ſpeculations, I ſhall 
in my next make you a preſent of ſecret hiſtory, by 
tranſlating all the looks of the next aſſembly of Ladies 
nd Gentlemen into words, to adorn ſome future paper, 


your faithful friend, Y 


Have a ſot of a husband that lives a very ſcandalous 
life, and waſtes away his body and fortune in debau- 


cheries; and is immoveable to all the arguments I can 


urge to him. I would gladly know whether in ſome 


caſes a cudgel may not be allowed as a good figure of 
ſpeech, and whether it may not be lawfully uſed by a 
/ EEE EE | 5 


| your bumble ſervant, 
. Barbara Crabtree. 


ing, and have heard many eminent pleaders in 


my time, as well as other eloquent ſpeakers of both uni- 
verſities, yet I agree with you, that women are better 
qvalified to ſucceed in oratory than the men, and believe 


this is to be reſolved into natural cauſes, You have 
mentioned only the volubility of their tongue; but what 
do you think of the filent flattery of their pretty faces, 


and the perſuaſion which even an inſipid difcourie car- 


ries with it when flowing from beautiful lips, ro which 
it would be cruel to deny any thing ? It is certain too, 


that they are poſſeſſed of ſome ſprings of rhetorick which. 
men want, fuch as tears, fainting fits, and the like, 


which I have ſcen employed upon occaſion with 500d 


ſucceſs. You muſt know lam a plain man and love my 


uoucy; yet l have a ſpoute. wie is fo great an orator in 
8 „„ 1 
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among any other let of 1 men. 


this way, that ſhe draws from me what ſums ſhe pleaſes: 

Every room in my houſe is furniſhed with trophies of 
her eloquence, rich cabinets, piles of China, Japan 
ſcreens, and coftly jars; and if you were to come into my 
great parlour, you would fancy yourſelf in an India ware- 
houſe: Beſides this ſhe keeps a ſquirrel, and I am dou- 
bly taxed to pay for the China he breaks. She is ſeized 


with periodical fits about the time of the ſubſcriptions to 
a new opera, and is drowned in tears after having ſeen 


any woman there in finer cloaths than herſelf: Theſe 
are arts of perſuaſion purely feminine, and which a ten- 
der heart cannot refit. What I would therefore defire 
of you, is, to prevail with your friend who has promiſed 
to diſſect a female tongue, that he would at the ſame 
time give us the anatomy of a female eye, and explain 


the ſprings and ſluices which feed it with ſuch ready ſup- 
plies of moiſtu.e; and likewiſe ſhew by what means, if 
poſſible, they may be ſtopped at a reaſonable expence: 
Or, indeed, ſince there is ſomething ſo moving in the 


very image of weeping beauty, it would be worthy his 
art to provide, that theſe eloquent drops may no more 
be laviſhed on trifles, or employed as ſervants to their 
wayward wills; but reſerved for ſerious occaſions in life, 


to adorn e. Pity, true penitence, or real ſorrow, 
„ 1 am, & c. 


G0 See | 
N* 253 — Dame . 


Indigner quicquam rey non guia waa? . 


— allepicer ve uletur, ſed quia nuper. 


Hor. Ep. 2. lib. 1. ver. 75. 


J loſe my patience, and I own it too. 
When works are cenſur'd, not as ba, but new. Pore. 


Tit: is nothing which more denotes . a great 


mind, than the abhorrence of envy and detraction, 
This paſſion reigns more among bad porn, than 


ry 
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As there are none more ambitious of fame, than thoſe 
who are converſant in poetry, it is very natural for ſuch as 
have not ſucceeded in it to depreciate the works of thoſe 
who have. For ſince they cannot raiſe themſelves to the 
reputatioꝑ of their fellow- writers, they muſt endeavour to 
ſink it to their own pitch, if they would ſtill keep them- 
ſelves upon a level with them. 8 
The greateſt wits that ever were produced in one age, 
lived together in ſo good an underſtanding, and celebrated 
one another with ſo much generoſity, that each of them 
receives an additional luſtre from his contemporaries, and 
is more famous for having lived with men of ſo extraordi- 
| nary a genius, than if he had himſelf been the ſole wonder 
of the age. I need not tell my reader, that I here point 
at the reign of Auguſtus, and I believe he will be of my 
opinion, that neither Virgil nor Herace would have gained 
ſo great a reputation in the world, had they not been the 
friends and admirers of each other. Indeed all the great 
writers of that age, for whom ſingly we have fo great an 
eſteem, ſtand up together as vouchers for one another's re- 
putation. But at the ſame time that Virgil was celebrated 
bh Gallus, Propertius, Horace, Varius, Tucca and Ovid, we 
know that Bavius and Mzwius were his declared foes and 
_ calumniators. % no Ra 
In our own country a man ſeldom ſets up for a poet, 
without attacking the reputation of all his brothers in the 
art. The ignorance of the moderns, the ſcribblers of the 
age, the decay of poetry, are the topicks of detraQtion, 
with which he makes his entrance into the world: But 
how much more noble is the fame that is built on candour 
and ingenuity, according to thoſe beautiful lines of Sir 
 TFohbn Denham, in his poem on Fletcher's works! 


But wither am I fliray'4? I need not raiſe 
Trophies to thee from other mens diſpraiſe : 

Nor is thy fame on leſſer ruins built, 

Nor needs thy juſter title the foul guilt | 
Of Eaftern Kings, who, to ſecure their reign, 
Muft bave their brothers, ſons, and kindred ſlain. 


I am ſorry to find that an author, who is very juſtly 
eſleemed among the beſt judges, has admitted ſome ſtrokes 
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of this nature into a very fine poem; I mean The Art of 
Criticiſm, which was publiſhed ſome months ſince, and is a 
maſter- piece in its kind. The obſervations follow one 
another like thoſe in Horace's Art of Poetry, without that 
methodical regularity which would have been requiſite 
in a proſe author. They are ſome of them uncommon, 
but ſuch as the reader muſt aſſent to, when he ſees them 


explained with that elegance and perſpicuity in which they 
are delivered. As for thoſe which are the moſt known, 


and the moſt received, they are placed in ſo beautiful a 


light, and illuſtrated with ſuch apt alluſions, that they 
have in them all the graces of novelty, and make the 


reader, who was before acquainted with them, ſtill more 


convinced of their truth and ſolidity. And here give me 
leave to mention what Monſieur Boi/eau has ſo very well 


enlarged upon in the preface to his works, that wit 
and fine writing do not conſiſt ſo much in advancing 
things that are new, as in giving things that are known 


an agreeable turn. It is impoſſible for us, who live in 
the latter ages of the world, to make obſervations in cri- 
ticiſm, morality, or in any art or ſcience, which have not 


been touched upon by others. We have little elſe left 


us, but to repreſent the common ſenſe of mankiad in more 
ſtrong, more beautiful, or more uncommon hy hts. If a 


reader examines Horace's Art of Poetry, he will find but 


very few precepts in it, which he may not meet with in 
Ariſtotle, and which were not commonly known by all 


the poets of the Aaguſlau age, His way of expreſſing and 


applying them, not his invention of them, is what we are 


_ chiefly to admire. 5 | 5 
For this reaſon I think there is nothing in the world fo 
tireſome as the works of thoſe criticks who write in a po- 
fitive dogmatick way, without either language, genius, or 


imagination. If the reader would fee how the beſt of the 
Latin criticks writ, he may find their manner very beauti- 


fully deſcribed in the characters of Harace, Pitronius, Quin- 
tilian, and Longinus, as they are drawn in the eſſay of which 


I am now ſpeaking. : 
Since I have mentioned Longinus, who in his reffexions 


has given us the ſame kind of ſublime, which he obſerves | 
in the ſeveral paſſages that occatiored them; I cannot but 
355 | | e x take 
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take notice, that our Engi Author has after the ſame 
manner exemplified ſeveral of his precepts in the very pre- 
cepts themſelves. I ſhall produce two or three inſtances 
of this kind. Speaking of the inſipid ſmoothneſs which 


| ſome readers are ſo much in love with, he has the fol- 


lowing verſes. _ 


_ Theſe Equal Syllables ah require, 

75 oft the ear the open vowels tire, 

White expletives their feeble aid do join, 
And ten low words oft creep in one dull line. 


The gaping of the vowels in the ſecond line, the exple- 


tive 4 in the third, and the ten monoſyllables in the 

fourth, give ſuch a beauty to this paſſage, as would have 
been very much admired in an ancient poet. The reader 
may obſerve the following lines in the ſame view. 


A needleſs Alexandrine ends the Jong, a 
| That like a wounded ſuake mays its lo v * along 


And afterwards, 


"7; is not enough no donknd; gives as 
The ſound mf? ſeem an echo to the ſenſe, 
Soft is the ſtrain auben Zephyr gently blows, 

And the ſmooth ftream ia ſmoother numbers Jung - 
But when leud ſurges laſh the ſounding ſhore, 

The hoarſe rough verſe ſoou'd lite the torrent rore. 

I ben Ajax ftrives ſome rocks vaſt weight to throw, 
The line too labours, and the words move flow ; 
Not Jo, zvhen ſwift Camilla cours the plain, . 

Flies o'er ib unbending corn, and ſeims along the main. 


The beautiful diſtich upon 4jax in the foregoing lines, 


puts me in mind of a deſcription in Hemer's odyſſey, which 
none of the criticks have taken notice of. It is where 


Sifphus is repreſented lifting his ſtone up the hill, which 


is no ſooner carried to the top of it, but it immediately 
tumbles to the bottom. This double motion of the ſtone 


is admirably deſcribed in the numbers of theſe verſes; as 
in the four firit it is heaved up by ſeveral Spondees inter- 


mixed with proper breathing places, and at la trandles 
| dow nina continent line of Dattyls, 


\ 
Kas 
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T turn'd my eye, and as I turn'd furvey'd 
A mournful viſion! the Shan ſhade: 

Wich many a weary ſtep, and many a grone, 

Up the high hill he heaves a huge round ſtone: 
The huge round ſtone, reſulting with a bound, : 

Thunders impetuous down, and ſmokes along the 

ground. | ne 

It would be endleſs to quote verſes out of Virgil which 
have this particular kind of beauty in the numbers; but 1 
may take an occaſion in a future paper to ſhew ſeveral of 
them which have eſcaped the obſervation of others. 
I cannot conclude this paper without taking notice that 
wie have three poems in our tongue, which are of the ſame 
nature, and each of them a maſter- piece in its kind; the 
Eſſay on tranſlated verſe, the Eſſay on the art of poetry, 

and the Eſſay upon criticiſm. EE 
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On love of virtue reverence attends, 
But ſenſual pleaſure in our ruin ends. 


\ 1 THEN I conſider the falſe impreſſions which are 

| received by the generality of the world, I am 

troubled at none more than a certain levity of 
thought, which many young women of quality have enter- 
| tained, to the hazard of their characters, and the certain 

misfortune of their lives. T he firſt of the following let- 

Our | 2 ters 


" OdyM. l. 11. 
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ters may beſt repreſent the faults I would now point at, 


and the anſwer to it the temper of mind in a contrary 
character, EOS 


%%% „ wayw 0 


My dear Harriot, VV 5 
F thou art ſhe, but oh how fallen, how changed, what 
an apoſtate ! how loſt to all that is gay and agreea- 

ble! To be married I find is to be buried alive; I can- 

not conceive it more diſmal to be ſhut up in a vault to 


converſe with the ſhades of my anceſtors, than to be car- 


ried down to an old manor-houſe in the country, and 


_ confined to the converſation of a ſober husband and an 


aukward chamber-maid. For variety I ſuppoſe you may 
entertain yourſelf with madam in her grogram gown, 
the ſpouſe of your pariſh vicar, who has by this time I 


am ſure well furniſhed you with receipts for making 


falves and poſſets, diſtilling cordial waters, making 


ſyrups, and applying poultices  _ 
© Bleſt ſolitude! 1 wiſh thee joy, my dear, of thy loved 
retirement, which indeed you would perſuade me is very 


agreeable, and different enough from what | have here 
deſcribed: But, child, I am afraid thy brains are a little 
difordered with romances and novels: After fix months 


marriage to hear thee talk of love, and paint the country 


ſcenes ſo ſoftly, is a little extravagant; one would think 
you lived the lives of Sy/var deities, or roved among the 


walks of Paradise, like the firſt happy pair. But pray 


thee leave theſe whimſies, and come to town in order 
to live and talk like other mortals. However, as lam 
extremely intereſted in your reputation, I would willing. 
ly give you a little good advice at your fi ſt appearance 
under the character of a married woman: It is a little 
inſolence in me perhaps, to adviſe a matron; but I am 


ſo afraid you will make ſo filly a figure as a fond wife, 


that I cannot help warning you not to appear in any | 
publick places with your huſband, and never to ſanter 
about St. 7ames's Park together: If you preſume to en- 


ter the ring at Hide-Park together, you are ruined for 
ever; nor muſt you take the leaſt notice of one another 
at the play-houſe or opera, unleſs you would be laughed 


at for a very loving couple moſt happily paired in the yoke 
I would recommend the example of an 
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* acquaintance of ours to your imitation; ſhe is the moſt 
"M — and faſhionable wife in the world; ſhe is hardly 

ever ſeen in the ſame place with her huſband, and if the 


* wives much brighter examples. I wiſh it may never come 


* a Roman matron. You make already the entertainment 


* at Mrs. Modiſh's tea-table; ſhe ſays, ſhe always thought 


vou a diſcreet perſon, and qualified to manage a family 


with admirable prudence: She dies to ſee what demure 


and ſerious airs wedlock has given you, but ſhe ſays ſne 
_ © ſhall never forgive your choice of ſo galant a man as 
© Bellamour to transform him to a mere ſober huſband ; it 

was unpardonable: You ſee, my dear, we all envy your 


* happineſs, and no perſon more than 
PO EO your humble ſervant, 

5 3 Font 7 75 Lydia. 

DE not in pain, 


ridiculous. As for your wild rallery on matrimony, it 


© js all hypocriſy ; you, and all the handſom young women 
© of your acquaintance, ſhew yourſelves to no other pur- 
© poſe than to pain a conqueſt over ſome man of worth, 


in order to beſtow your charms and fortune on him. 


There is no indecency in the confeſſion, the deſign is 
| * modeſt and honourable, and all your affectation cannot 


MN _—_— it. : 


am married, and have no other concern but to pleaſe . 


the man I love; he is the end of every care I have; if 
© I dreſs it is for him; if I read a poem or a play, it is to 


6 
are for his happineſs-----I love to talk of him, and 
never hear him named but with pleaſure and emotion. I 


happen to meet, you would think them perfect ſtran - 
gets: She never was heard to name him in his abſence, 
* and takes care he ſhall never be the ſubject of any diſ- 
courſe that ſhe has a ſhare in. I hope you will propoſe 
this Lady as a pattern, though I am very much afraid you 
vill be ſo filly to think Portia, &c. Sabine and Roman 


into your head to imitate thoſe antiquated creatures ſo 
* far, as to come into publick in the habit as well as air of 


uu Madam, for my appearance 
1 in town; I ſhall frequent no publick places, or 
make any viſits where the character of a modeſt wife is 


| G7 myſelf for a converſation agreeable to his taſte : 
e is almoſt the end of my devotions ; half my prayers 
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am your friend, and wiſh you happineſs, but am ſorry 
to ſee by the air of your letter that there are a ſet of 
women who are got into the common-place rallery 
of every thing that is ſober, decent, and proper: Ma- 
trimony and the clergy are the topics of people of 
little wit and no underſtanding. Iown to you, I have 
learned of the vicar's wife all you tax me with: She 
is a diſcreet, ingenious, pleaſant, pious woman; I 
wiſh ſhe had the handling of you and Mrs. Modiſh; 
you would find, if you were too free with her, ſhe 
would ſoon make you as charming as ever you were, 
ſhe would make you bluſh as much as if you never 
had been fine Ladies, The vicar, Madam, is ſo kind 
as to viſit my huſband, and his agreeable converſation 
has brought him to enjoy many ſober happy hours 
u hea even I am ſhut out, and my dear maſter is en- 
tertained only with his own thoughts. Theſe things, 
dear Madam, will be laſting ſatisfactions, when the 
fine ladies and the coxcombs, by whom they form 
themſelves, are irreparably ridiculous, ridiculous in 
Madam, your moſt humble ſervant, 
/ ˙⅛ —1eödd. EEE GEESE 
* have no goodneſs in the world, and are not 
in earneſt in any thing you ſay that is ſerious, 
if you do not ſend me a plain anſwer to this: I hap- 
pened ſome days paſt to be at the play, where durin 
the time of performance, I could not keep my eyes off 
from a beautiful young creature who ſat juſt before me, 
and who I have been ſince informed has no fortune. 
It would utterly ruin my reputation for diſcretion to 
| marry ſuch a one, and by what I can learn ſhe has a 
character of great modeſty, ſo that there is nothing to 


be thought on any other way. My mind has ever 
© ſince been ſo wholly bent on her, that I am much in 
danger of doing ſomething very extravagant without 
© your ſpeedy advice to, hae 


| $ 1 R, your moſt humble ſervant. 


I am ſorry I cannot anſwer this impatient Gentleman, 
but by another queſtion, PM 


ben 
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Dear Correſpondent, 

\ \ 7 Ould you marry to pleaſe other people, or 

| yourſelf ? b 


See 
N. 2 5 5 "JO" n | 


-— 


— 


| Laudis amore tumes? 1 certa Ne Ju te 
7 er pure lecto | recreare libe lo. 


Hor, Ep. 1. lib. 1. ver. 36. 


[IMITATED. * 


Know, there are rhymes, w hich (freſn and freſh app] 5d) 
Will cure the arrant'ſt puppy of his pride. 


is of a remilh and ſedentary nature, lob in its 


reſolves, and languiſhing in its executions. The 


uſe therefore of the paſſions is to ſtir it up, and to put it 


upon action, to awaken the underſtaning, to enforce | 
the will, and to make the whole man more vigorous 


5 and attentive in the proſecution of his deſigns. As this 
is the end of the paſſions in general, fo it is particularly 


of ambition, which puſhes the ſoul 10 ſuch actions as 
are apt to procure honour and reputation to the actor. 
But if we carry our reflexions hi ighe r, we may diſcover 


farther ends of Providence in implanting this paſſion 
in mankind. | 

It was ener for the world, that arts ſhould be 
invented and improved, books written and tranſmitted 
to poſterity, nations conquered and civilized : Now ſince 
the proper and genuine motives to theſe and the like 


great actions, would only influence virtuous minds ; - 

there would be but ſmall improvements in the world, 

were there not ſome common principle of action work- 43 
4 ſuch a principle is ambi- 


ing equally with all men. An 


tion or a deſire of fame, by which great endowments |} 
are not ſuffered to lie idle and uſeleſs to the publick, and 
many vicious men, over- reached, as it were, and engag- 
ed contrary to their natural inclinations in a glorious 
and laudable courſe of action. F. or we may — 1 ob- 
rve, 


Fork. 


. TE ſoul, conſidered abſtractedly from its pa Mons 
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ſerve, that men of the greateſt abilities are moſt fired 
with ambition: And that on the contrary, mean and 

narrow minds are the leaſt atuated by it; whether it 
be that a man's ſenſe of his own incapacities makes him 
deſpair of coming at fame, or that he has not enough 
range of thought to look out for any good which does 
not more immediately relate to his intereſt or conveni- 


ence, or that Providence, in the very frame of his ſoul, 


would not ſubject him to ſuch a paſſion as would be 
uſeleſs to the world, and a torment to himſelf. | 
Were not this deſire of fame very ſtrong, the diffi- 


culty of obtaining it, and the danger of loſing it when 
obtained, would be ſufficient to deter a man from ſo 


vain a purſuit. 5 | | | 
How few are there who are furniſhed with abilities 
ſufficient to recommend their actions to the admiration 


of the world, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the reſt 
of mankind? Providence tor the moſt part ſets us upon a 


level, and obſerves a kind of proportion in its diſpenſa- 
tions towards us. If it renders us perfect in one accom- 


pliſhment, it generally leaves us defective in another, 


and ſeems careful rather of preſerving every perſon from 

being mean and deficient in his qualifications, than of 
making any ſingle one eminent or extraordinary, 
And among thoſe who are the moſt richly endowed 
by nature, and accompliſhed by their own induſtry, 


| how few are there whole virtues are not obſcured by the 


ignorance, prejudice or envy of their beholders ? Some 


men cannot diſcern between a noble and a mean action. 


Others are apt to attribute them to ſome falſe end or 


intention; and others purpoſely miſrepreſent or put a 
wrong interpretation on them. = 


But the more to enforce this confideration, we may 
obſerve that thoſe are generally moſt unſucceſsful in 
their purſuit after fame, who are moſt defirous of ob- 
taining it. It is Sailz/t's remark upon Cato, that the 


leſs he coveted glory the more he acquired it. = 
| Men take an ill- natured pleaſure in croſſing our incli- 


nations, and diſappointing us in what our hearts are 
moſt ſet upon. When therefore they have diſcovered 
the paſhonate deſire of fame in the ambitious man (as 
no temper of mind is more apt to ſhew itſelf) they be- 

| 5 come 
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eome ſparing and reſerved in their commendations, they 


envy him the ſatisfaction of an applauſe, and look on 


their praiſes rather as a kindneſs done to his perſon, than 
as a tribute paid to his merit. Others who are free from 
this natural perverſeneſs of temper grow wary in their 


praiſes of one, who ſets too great a value on them, left 


they ſhould raiſe him too high in his own imagination, 


and by conſequence remove him to a greater diſtance 
from themſelves. „ . 

But farther, this deſire of fame naturally betrays the 
ambitious man into ſuch indecencies as are a leſſening 
to his reputation. He is ſtill afraid leſt any of his 
actions ſhould be thrown away in private, leſt his de- 
ſerts ſnould be concealed from the notice of the world, 
or receive any diſadvantage from the reports which 
others make of them. This often ſets him on empty 
boaſts and oſtentations of himſelf, and betrays him in- 


to vain fantaſtical recitals of his own performances: 


His diſcourſe generally leans one way, and, whatever 


is the ſubject of it, tends obliquely either to the detract- b 


ing from others, or to the extolling of himſelf. Vanity is 
the natural weakneſs of an ambitious man, which ex- 


poſes him to the ſecret ſcorn and deriſion of thoſe he 


converſes with, and ruins the character he is ſo induſ- 
trious to advance by it. For though his actions are 


never ſo glorious, they loſe their luſtre when they are 
drawn at large, and ſet to ſhow by his own hand; and 


as the world is more apt to find fault than to commend, 
the boaſt will probably be cenſured when the great 


action that occaſioned it is forgotten. 


HBeſides, this very deſire of fame is looked on as a 


meanneſs and imperfection in the greateſt character. 
A ſolid and ſubſtantial greatneſs of ſoul looks dowa 


u ith a generous neglect on the cenſures and applauſes of 


the multitude, and places a man beyond the little noiſe 
and ſtrite of tongues. Accordingly we find in ourſelves 


a ſecret awe and veneration for the character of one 
who moves above us in a regular and illuſtrious courſe 


of virtue, without any regard to our good or ill opinions 
of him, to our reproaches or commendations. As on the 
contrary it is uſual for us, when we would take off from 
the fame and repatation of an action, to atcribe it to 

or 5 vuln- 


— 
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vain- glory, and a deſire of fame in the actor. Nor is 


this common judgment and opinion of mankind ill- 
founded: for certainly it denotes no great bravery of 


mind to be worked up to any noble action by ſo ſelfiſh. 
a motive, and to do that out of a defirc of fame, which 


we could not be prompted to by a diſintereſted love to 
| mankind, or by a generous paſſion for the glory of him . 


that made us. | | | „ 3 
Thus is fame a thing difficult to be obtained by all, 
but particularly by thoſe who thirſt after it, ſince moſt 


men have ſo much either of ill nature, or of warineſs, 


as not to gratify or ſooth the vanity of the ambitious 
man, and ſince this very thirſt after fame naturally 
betrays him into ſuch indecencies as are a leſſening to 
his reputation, and is itſelf looked upon as a weakneſs 
in the greateſt characters. 55 . 

In the next place, fame is eaſily loſt, and as difficult 
to be preſerved as it was at firſt to be acquired. But this 


I ſhall make the ſubject of a following paper.. 


— 


Ongn ydg TEXANY Emu vn HU herpes | . 

Peta ud, apyanin 0; S f : | Hef. | 
Deſire of fame by various ways is croft, 
Hard to be gain'd, and eaſy to be loſt. 


Te are many paſſions and tempers of mind 


which naturally diſpoſe us to depreſs and villi- 
fy the merit of one riſing in the eſteem of man- 


kind. All thoſe who made their entrance into the world 
with the ſame advantages, and were once looked on as his 
cequals, are apt to think the fame of his merits a re- 


flexion on their own indeſerts; and will there fore take 
care to reproach him with the ſcandal of ſome paſt ac- 


tion, or derogate from the worth of the preſent, that they 


may ſtill keep him on the ſame level with themſelves. 
The like kind of conſideration often ſtirs up the envy 
18 4 a Fe 
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of ſuch as were once his ſuperiors, who think it a de- 
traction from their merit to ſee another get ground upon 
them and overtake them in the purſuits of glory ; and 


will therefore endeavour to fink his reputation, that 


they may the better preſerve their own. Thoſe who 


were once his equals envy and defame him, becauſe they 


now ſee him their ſuperior; and thoſe who were once 


| his ſuperiors, becauſe they look upon him as their equal. 


But farther, a man whoſe extraordinary reputation 


thus lifts him up to the notice and obſervation of man- 


kind draws a multitude of eyes upon him that will nar- 
rowly inſpect every part of him, conſider him nicely 


in all views, and not be a little pleaſed when they 
have taken him in the worſt and moſt diſadvantageous 
light. There are many who find a pleaſure in contra- 
dicting the common reports of fame, and in ſpreading 
abroad the weakneſſes of an exalted character. They 
- Publiſh their ill-natured diſcoveries with a ſecret pride, 
and applaud themſelves for the ſingularity of their 
judgment which has ſearched deeper than others, de- 
tected what the reſt of the world have overlooked, and 


found a flaw in what the generality of mankind ad- 
mires. Others there are who proclaim the errors and 
infirmities of agreat man with an inward ſatis faction and 


complacency, if they diſcover none of the like errors and 
infirmities in themſelves; for while they are expoſing 
another's weakneſſes, they are tacitly aiming at their 
own commendations, who are not ſubje& to the like 
infirmities, and are apt to be tranſported with a ſecret 
kind of vanity to ſee themſelves ſuperior in ſome re- 
ſpects to one of a ſublime and celebrated reputation. 
| Nay, it very often happens, that none are more induſ- 
trious in publiſhing the blemiſhes of an extraordinary 
reputation, than ſuch as lie open to the ſame cenſures 
in their own characters, as either hoping to excuſe their 
own defects by the authority of ſo high an example, 


or raiſing an imaginary applauſe to themſelves for re- 


ſembling a perſon of an exalted reputation, though in 
the blameable parts of his character. If all theſe jecret 
ſprings of detraction fail, yet very often a vain often- 


tation of wit ſets a man on attacking an eftablithed 
name, and ſacrificing it to the mirth and laughter 


of thoſe about him. A ſatire or a libel on one of the 
; | | common 
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common ſtamp, never meets with that reception and 


approbation among its readers as What is a med at a 


perſon whole merit places him upon an eminence, and 
gives him a more con:p.cuous figure among men. Whe- 
ther it be that we think it ſhews greater ert i expoſe 
and turn to ridicule a man whoſe character ſcems o 
improper a ſubject ſor it, or that we we pienied by 


ſome implicit kind of revenge to ſce him taken dova 


and humbled in his reput. Niem, and in ien e meaſure 


reduced to our own rank, who had fo far raf d him- 


ſelf above us in the reports and opinions of muukind. 
Thus we ſee how many dark and intricaic motive; 
there are to detraction and defamation, and how many 


malicious ſpies are ſearching into the actions of a creat 
man, who is not always, the beſt prepared for ſo uarrow 
an inſpection. For ve may generally obſerve, that our 


admiration of a famous man leſiens upon our nea-cr gc- 


| quaintance | with him: and that ve ſeldom hear the de- 
ſcription of a celebrated perſon, without u catalogue of 
ſome notorious weaknoſſes and inſirmities. The 1caſou 


may be, becauſe any little flip is more confpicuvas 
and obſervable in his condn& than in another's, as | 
it is not of a piece wich the reſt of his charadter, or 


hecaule it is impol {ible for a man at the ſame time to 
he attentive to the more important part of his lite, and 


to keep a watchful eve over all the inconſiderable cir- 
cumſtances of his behaviour and converſaticn; or be- 


' Cauſe, as we have before obſerved, the ſame temper of 

mind which inclines us to a * ot tame, naturally 

_ betrays us into ſuch flips and unwarineſſes as are not 
incident to men of a contrary diſpoſition. 


Atter all it mul be conſeſſed, that a noble and trium- 
phant merit often breaks chroagh and diſſipates thete 
little ſpots and ſullies in its reputation; but if by a 
miſtaken purſuit after fame, or through human infr- 
mity, any falſe ſtep be made in the more momentcus 
concerns of life, the v hole ſcheme of ambitious defipns 
i: broken and diſappointed. The ſmaller Rains and 
blemiſhes may die away and diſappear amidit the 
brightneſs that ſurrounds them; but a blot of a a deeper 

nature caſts a ſhade on all the aches beauties, and dark 
ens the whole character. How diiacult therefore is it 
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to V great name, when he that has acquired it 
is ſo obnoxious to ſuch little weakneſſes and infirmities 
as are no ſmall diminution to it when diſcovered, eſpe- 
_ cially when they are ſo induſtriouſly proclaimed, and 
_ aggravated by ſuch as were once his ſuperiors or equals; 
by ſuch as would ſet to ſhow their judgment or their 
wit, and by ſuch as are guilty or innocent of the ſame 
Nips or miſconducts in their own behaviour? 
But were there none of theſe diſpoſitions in others 


to cenſure a famous man, nor any ſuch miſcarriages in 


himſelf, yet would he meet with no ſmall trouble in 
keeping up his reputation in all its height and ſplendor. 
There muſt be always a noble train of ations to pre- 
_ terve his fame in life and motion. For when it is once 

at a and, it naturally flags and languiſhes. Admiration 

is a very thort lived paſſion, that immediately decavs 
upon growing familiar with its object, unleſs it be till 


ted with freſh diſcoveries, and kept alive by a new 


_ perpetual ſucceſſion of miracles riſing up to its view. 


und even the greateſt actions of a celebrated perſon la- 
bour under this diſadvantage, that however ſurpriſing 
and extraordinary they may be, they are no more than 


what are expected from him; but on the contrary, if 
they fall any thing below the = that 1s conceived 
of him, though they might raiſe the reputation of ano- 


ther, they are a diminution to his. 


One would think there thould be ſomething won- 


| derfully pleaſing in the poſſeſſion of fame, that, not- 
_ withſtanding all theſe mortifying conſiderations, can 


engage a man in ſo deſperate a purſuit; and yet if we 


_ conſider the little happineſs that attends a great cha- 


racter, and the multitude of diſquietudes to which the 
deſire of it ſubjects an ambitious mind, one would be 


tlill the more ſurpriſed to ſec ſo many reſtleſs candidates 


tor glory. ” rg 
Ambition raiſes a ſecret tumult in the ſou), it in- 


flames the mind, and puts it into a violent hurry of 


thought: It is ſtill reaching after an empty imaginary 


good, that has not in it the ape to abate or ſatisfy it. 
Mott other things we long for can allay the cravings of 


their proper ſenſe, and for a while ſet the appetite at 
reſt; But fame is a good ſo wholly foreign to our na- 
l an teres 
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tures, that we have no faculty in the ſoul adapted to 
it, nor any organ in the body to reliſh it ; an object 


of defire placed out of the p offibility of fruitron. It 


may indeed fill the mind for a while with a giddy kind 
of pleaſure, but it is ſuch a pleaſure as makes a man 
reſtleſs and uneaſy under it; and which docs not fo 


much ſatisfy the preſent thirſt, as itexcites freſh deſires, 
and ſets the ſou] on new enterpriſes. For how few am- 


bitious men are there, who have got as much tame as 


| they defired, and whoſe, thirſt aſter it has not been as 


eager in the very height of their reputation, as it was 
before they became known and eminent among men? 


There is not any circumſtance in Cæſar's character 
which gives me a greater idea of him, than a ſaying 


which Cicero tells us he frequently made uſe of in pri- 
vate converſation, That he xas jatisfied 23th his ſhare of 

life and fame, Se ſatis wel ad noturom, wel ad gloricm wit 
1. Many indeed have given over their purſoits after 
tame, but that has proceeded either from the diſap- 

pointments they have met in it, or from their experi- 
ence of the little pleaſure which attends it, or from 


the better informations or natural coldneſs of old age; 
but ſeldom from a full ſatis faction and acquicicence 11; 
rheir preſent enjoy ments of it. F 


Nor is fame only unſatisfying in itſe!f, but the de- 
fire of it lays us open to many accidental troubles which 


thoſe are free from who have no ſuch a tender regar.! 


for it. How often is the ambitious man caſt down ard 


_ diſappointed, if he receives no praiſe where he expected 


it? Nay how often is he mortified with the very praiſe- 
he receives, if they do not riſe ſo high as he thinks they 

ought, which they ſeldom do unleſs increaſed by flat- 
tery, ſince few men have ſo good an opinion of us as vt 


Rave of ourſelves? But if the ambitious man can be ſo 


much prieved even with praiſe itfelf, how will he be 


able to bear up under ſcandal and defamation ? For the 
tame temper of mind which makes him deſire fame, 


makes him hate reproach. If he can be tranſported 
with the extraordinary praiſes of men, he will be as 
much deje cted by their cenſures. How little therefore 
is the happineſs of an ambitious man, who gives every 
one a dominion over it, who thus ſubjects himſelf to 
9 e the 
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the good or ill ſpeeches of others, and puts it in the 
power of every malicious tongue to throw him into a 
fit of melancholy, and deſtroy his natural reſt and re- 
poſe of mind? Eſpecially when we conſider that the 
world is more apt to — * than applaud, and him- 
ſelf fuller of imperfections than virtues. 


We may further obſerve, that ſuch a man will be more 


grieved for the loſs of fame, thay he could have been 
pleaſed with the enjoyment of it. For though the pre- 


ſence of this imaginary good cannot make us happy, 
the abſence of it may make us miſerable : Becauſe in 
the enjoyment of an object we only find that ſhare of 


leaſure which it is capable of giving us, but in the 
loſs of it we do not proportion our grief to the real va- 
lue it bears, but to the value our fancies and imagina- 
tions ſet upon it. 7 85 | 
So inconſiderable is the ſatisfaction that fame brings 


along with it, and ſo great the diſquietudes, to which 


it makes us liable. The defire of it ftirs up very un- 
eaſy motions in the mind, and is rather inflamed than 
ſatis ſied by the preſence of the thing defired. The en- 


joyment of it brings but very little pleaſure, though 


the loſs or want of it be very ſenſible and afflicting; 
and even this little happineſs is ſo very precarious, that 
it wholly depends on the will of others. We are not 
only tortured by the reproaches which are offered us, 


but are diſappointed by the filence of men when it is 


unexpected; and humbled even by their praiſes. C 
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1 8 Iacert. ex Stob. 
No ſlumher ſeals the eye of Providence, 
Preſent to ev'ry action we commence. 


| ſo great extent as that of fame, I have treated 
it in a particular order and method. I have firit 


T HAT I might not loſe myſelf upon a ſubject of 


of all conſidered the reaſons why Providence may have 

_ implanted in our mind ſuch a principle of aQion. I. 
have in the next place ſhewn from many conſiderations, 

firſt, that ſame is a thing difficult to be obtained, and 

_ eaſily Joſt ; ſecondly, that it brings the ambitious man 

very little happinels, but ſubjeQs him to much uneaſi- 

neſs and diflatisfaftion. 1 ſhall in the laſt place ſhew, 


that it hinders us from obtaining an end which we have 
abilities to acquire, and which is accompanied with 
ſulneſs of ſatisfaction. I need not tell my reader, that 
I mean by this end that happineſs which is reſerved for 


nus in another world, which every one has abilities to 


rocure, and which will bring along with it fulneſs of 


joy and pleaſures for evermore. 


How the purſuit after fame may hinder us in the at- 
tainment of this great end, I ſhall leave the reader to 


collect from the three following conſiderations. 


Firſt, Becauſe the ſtrong deſire of fame breeds ſeve- 


ral vicious habits in the mind. 


Secondly, Becauſe many of thoſe actions, which are 
apt to precure fame, are not in their nature conducive 
to this our ultimate happineſs. 

Thirdly, Becauſe if we ſhould allow the ſame actions 
to be the proper inſtruments, both of acquiring fame, 
and of procuring this happineſs, they would neverthe-_ 
Teſs fail in he attainment of this laſt end, if they pro- 


cceded from a deſire of the frft, 


= = \ Theſe 


Theſe three propofitions are ſelf-evident to thoſe 


who are verſed in ſpeculations of morality. For which 


| reaſon I ſhall not enlarge upon them, but proceed to a 


point of the ſame nature, which may open to us a more 


uncommon field of ſpeculation. 


From what has already been obſerved, I think we ; 
may have a natural concluſion, that it is the preateft 
folly to feek the praiſe or approbation of any Being, be- 


fdes the Supreme, and that for theſe two reaſons ; be- 
cauſe no other Being can make a right judgment of us, 
and eſteem us according to our merits; and becauſe we 
can procure no conſiderable benefit or advantage from 
the efteem and approbation of any other Being. | 


In the firſt place, no other Being can make a right 


judgment of us, and efteem us according to our merits. 


created Beings ſee nothing but our outfide, and can 
therefore only frame a judgement of us from our exte- 
rior actions and behaviour; but how unkit theſe are ta 


Rive us a right notion of each other's perfections, may | 


appear from ſeveral conſiderations. There are many 
_ virtues, which in their own nature are incapable of any 


outward repreſentation : Many ſilent perfections in the 


ſoul of a good man, which are great ornaments to hu- 
man nature, but not 2ble to diſcover themſelves to the 


knowledge of others; they are tranſaQed in private, 
without noife or ſhow, and are only viſible to the great 


ſearcher of hearts. What actions can expreſs the intire 
Purity of thought which refines and ſanctiſies a virtuous 
man? That ſecret reſt and contentedneſs of mind, which. 
gives him a perfect enjoyment of his preſent condition? 


That inward pleaſure and complacency, which he feels 


in doing good? That delight and ſatis faction which he 


takes in the proſperity and happineſs of another? Theſe 
and the like virtues are the hidden beauties of a ſoul, 
the ſecret graces which cannot be diſcovered by a mor- 

tal eye, but make the ſoul lovely and precious in his 
ſight, from whom no ſecrets are concealed. Again, 


there are many virtyes which want an opportunity of 
exerting and ſhewing themſelves in actions. Every vir- 
tue . 0 time and place, a proper object and a fit 


conjuncture of circumſtances, for the due exerciſe of it. 


A Rate of poverty obſcures all the virtues 0: ———_ 
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and munificence. The patience and fortitude of a 


martyr or conſeſſor lie concealed in the flouriſhing times 


of chriſtianity. Some virtues are only ſeen in afflittion, 


and ſome in proſperity; ſome in a private, and others 
in a public capacity. But the great Sovereign of the 
world beholds every perfection in its obſcurity, and 


not only fees what we do, but what we would do. He 


views our behaviour in every concurrence of affairs, and 
ſees us engaged in all the poſſipilities of action. He 
diſcovers the martyr and confeſſor without the trial of 
flames and tortures, and will hereafter intitle many to 
the reward of actions, which they had never the oppo: 


tunity of performing. Another reaſen why men can 


not form a right judgment of us is, becauſe the ſame 
ations may be aimed at ditferent ends, and ariſe from 
quite contrary principles. Actions are of ſomixta nature, 


and fo full of circumſtances, that as men pry into then 


more or leſs, or obſerve ſome parts more than others, 
they take different hints, and put contrary interpreta- 


tions on them; ſo that the ſame actions may repreſent a 
man as hypocritical and deſigning to one, which makes 
him appear a faint or hero to another. He therefore 
who looks upon the ſoul through its outward actions. 
often ſees it th 

diſcolour and pervert the object: So that on this ac- 
count allo, he is the only proper judge of our perſec- 

tions, who does not gueſs at the fancerity of our inten- 


rough a deceitſul medium, which is apt to 


tions from the goodneſs of our actions. but weighs tlie 


goodneſs of our actions by the fincerity of our inten- 
tions. 


But further; it is impoſſible for outward actions to 
repreſent the perfections of the ſoul, becauſe they can 


never ſhew the ſtrength of thoſe principles from whence 


they proceed. They are not adequate expreſſions of 


our virtues, and can only ſhew us what habits arc in 
the ſoul, without diſcovering the degree and perfec- 
tion of ſuch habits. They are at beſt but weak reſemb- 
lances of our intentions, faint and imperfe& copies 
that may acquaint us with the general deſign, but can 
never expreſs the beauty and life of the original. But 
the great judge of all the earth knows every different 
| Hate and degree of human improvement, from thoſe 


* 
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weak ſtirrings and tendencies of the will which have 
not yet formed themſelves into regular purpofes and 


0 


a good hat. it. He beholds the fr im perfect rudiments 


of a virtue in the foul, and keeps a watchful eye over - 


it in all its progreſs, until it has received eve'y grace 
it is capable of, and appears 1a its full beauty and per- 
fſcctien. Thus we lee that none but the Supreme Being 
can eſteem us according to our proper merits, fince all 
others mult ĩudge of us from our outward actions, which 
can never give them a juit eſtimate of us, fince there 
are many perfections of a man which are not ca- 
pable oi appearing in actions; many which, allowing no 


natural incapacity of ſhewing themielves, want an op- 


portunity of doing it; or ſhould they all meet with an 


opportunity of :ppearing by actions, yet thoſe actions 


may be miſinterpreted, and applied to wrong principles; 
or though they plainly diſcovered the principles from 
v-her.ce they proceeded, they could never ſhew the 
degree, ſtrength and perſection of thoſe principles. 


And as the ſupreme Being is the only proper judge of 
our perfettions, 19 is he the only fit rewarder of them. 
This is a con ſideration that comes home to our intereſt, 


as the other :dapts itielf to our ambition. And what 
could the moſt aſpiring, or the moſt feifiſh man cefire 


more, were he to form the nation of a Bring to whom 


Ee would recommend himſelf, than ſuch a knowledge 


2 Can diicover the le. appearance of perfection in 
Lim, aud ſuch a goodneſs as will proportion a reward 


Let the ambitious man therefore turn all his deſire of 
fame this way; and that he may propole to himſelf a 
| fame worthy of his ambition, let him conſider that if 


le employs h's abilities to the beſt advantage, the time 


will come when the ſupreme Governor of the world, 
the great Judge of mankind, who ſees every degree of 
periection in others, and poſicſſcs all poſſible ; erfec- 
tion in himielf, ſhall proclaim his worth before men 


and angels, and pronounce to him in the preſence of 
the whole creation that beſt and moſt ſignificant of ap- 


plauſes, Well dene, thou geod and faithful ſervant, "ne | 
Wedneſday, 


1cu inte thy Maſter's joy. 


eigrs, to the Jai intire finiſhing and conſummation of - 
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Divide & impera. 

Divide and rule. 1 
Leaſure and recreation of one kind or other are 

abſolutely neceſſary to relieve our minds and bo- 

dies from too conſtant attention and labour: 
Where therefore public diverſions are tolerated, it be- 
hoves perſons of diſtinction, with their power and ex- 
ample,. to preſide over. them in ſuch a manner as to 
check any. thing that tends to the corruption of man- 
ners, or which is too mean or trivial for the entertain 


ment of reaſonable creatures. As to the diverſions of. 


this kind in this town, we owe them to the arts of poet- 
ry and mufick: My.own private opinion, with relation 
to ſuch recreations, I have heretofore given with all the 


frankneſs imaginable;. what concerns thoſe arts at 
| preſent the. reader ſhall have from my correſpondents. 


The firſt of the letters with which I. acquit myſelf for 


this day, is written by one who propoſes to improve 


our entertainments of dramatic poetry, and the other 


comes from three perſons, who, as ſoon as named, will 


be thought capable of advancing the preſent ſtate of mu- 


TT 


4 1 Am conſiderably obliged to yon for your ſpeedy 


publication of my laſt in yours of the 18th inſtant, 


' *© and am in no ſmall hopes of being ſettled in the poſt 
© of Comprroller of the cries. Of all the objections I have 
| * hearkened after in public coffee-houſes there is but 
one that-ſeems to carry any weight with it; wz. That 


* 


ſuch a poſt would come too near the nature of a mono- 
poly. Now, Sir, becauſe I would have all forts of 
people made eaſy, and being willing to have more 
ſtrings than one to my bow; in cafe that of Comptrolier 
ſhould fail me, I have fiace formed another project, 
which being grounded on the dividing of a. preſent 
ens 3 monopoly 
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monopoly, I hope will give the public an equivalent 


to their full content. You know, Sir, it is allowed f 


that the buſineſs of the ſtage is, as the Latiz has it, 
Fucunda & idomia dicere wvite. Now there being but 
one dramatic theatre licenſed for the _ ny pro- 


fit of this extenſive metropolis, I do humbly propoſe, 


for the convenience of ſuch of its inhabitants as are : 
too diſtant from Cowent-Garden,. that another Theatre 
of Eaſe may be erected in ſome ſpacious part of the 


city; and that the direction thereof may be made 


a franchiſe in fee to me, and my heirs for ever. And 


that the town may have no jealouſy of my ever com- 
ing to an union with the ſet of actors now in being, 


I de-further propoſe to eonſtitute for my deputy my 
near kinſman and adventurer Kit Crotebet, whoſe long 


experience and improvements in thoſe affairs need no 


recommendation. It was obvious to every ſpectator 
what a quite different foot the ſtage was upon during 
his government; and had he not been bolted out of 
his trap-doors, his garriſon might have held out for 
| rſeverance ar- 
rived at the art of making his army fight without pay 
h a melancholy 


ever, he having by long pains and 


or proviſions. I muſt confeſs it, wi 


amazement, I ſee fo wonderful a genius laid aſide, 


and the late flaves of the ſtage now become its maſ- 
ters, dunces that will be ſure to ſuppreſs all thea- 
trical entertainments and activities that they are not 
able themſelves to ſhine iin 
Every man that goes to a play is rot obliged to 


have either wit or underſtanding; and I inſiſt upon it, 
that all-who go there ſhould ſee ſomething which may 
improve them in a way of which they are capable. In 


ſhort, Sir, I would have ſomething dene as well as /aid 
on the tage. A man may have an active body, though 


he has not a quick conception; ſor the imitation 


therefore of ſuch as are, as I may ſo ſpeak, corporeal 
wits or nimble fellows, I would fain afk any of the 
preſent miſmanagers, why ſhould not rope-dancers, 
vaulters, tumblers, ladder-walkers, and poſture- 
makers appear again on our ſtage ? After ſuch a repre- 


ſent :.cn, a five-bar gate would be leaped with a 
. etter grace next time any of the audience went a 
ni | hunting, 


#4 
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_ * that is not only the true way of re 
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« hunting. Sir theſe —_—_ cry loud for reformation 
and fall properly under the province of SPp:cTATOR 


General; but how indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
while fellows (that for twenty years together were 
never paid but as their maſter was in the humour) 


* now preſume to pay others more than ever they had 
ia their lives; and in contempt of the practice of 
* perſons of condition, have the inſolence to owe no 


- * tradeſman a farthing at the end of the week. Sir, all 
1 Ar is the publick good; for no one can ima- 


ſhall ever get a ſhilling by it: Therefore 1 


* pie 
8 2 you will recommend this matter in one of your 


* this week's papers, and defire when my houſe opens 


you will accept the liberty of it for the trouble you 
have received from, 5 25 


81 R, 


P. S. I have aſſurances Tour humble ſervant, 


that the trunk- maker „ | | 
will declare for us. Ralph Crotchet. 
Mr. SPECTATOR, V 


4 II 7E whoſe names are ſubſtribed, think you the 


os, propereſt perſon to ſignify what we have to 
* offer the town in behalf of ourſelves, and the ar: 


which we profeſs, Myrick. We conceive hopes of your 
_* favour from the ſpeculations on the miitakes which 
the town run into with regard to their pleaſure of this 


kind; and believing your method of judging is, that 


you conſider muſiek only valuable, as it is agreeable to, 


and heightens the purpoſe of poetry, we conſent that 
ſiming that plea - 
ſure, but alſo, that without ita compoſure of muſick is 


the ſame thing as a poem, where all the rules of poeti: 


cal numbers are obſerved, though the words have no 
ſenſe or meaning; to ſay it ſhorter, mere muſical ſounds. 
are in our art vo other than nonienſe verſes are in 
poetry. Muiick therefore is to agg ravate what is in- 


© tended by poetry; it muſt always have ſome pafũon 


or ſentimentto expreſs, or elſe violins, voices, or an, 


bother organs of ſound, afford an entertainment very. 
_ © Httle above the rattles of children. It was f.om this 


© opinion of the matter, that when Mr. Clarton had 
* tinuibed his ſtudies in Italy, and brought over the opera 


N OT DD DAS ͤ ̃ STI DS S004 ES wa - W W 00 & & & 6 


9 TiE SPECTATOR, N* 255 


of Ar/ince, that Mr. Ieyn and Mr. Dienupart, who bad 
the honour to be well {own and received among the 
nobility and gentry, were zcalouſly inclined to aſſiſt, 


by their follicitativns, in introducing fo elegant an 
entertainment as the Halian muſick grafted upon Eng- 


4% poetry. Fer this end Mr. Dieupart and Mr. Haym, 


according to their ſeyeral opportunities, promoted the 
introduction of Aude, and did it to the beſt advan- 


tage ſo great a novelty would allow. It is not proper 
to trouble you with particulars of the juſt complaints 
we all of us have to make; but fo it is, that without 


regard to our obliging pains, we are all equally ſet 
alide in the preſent opera. Our application therefore 


to you is only to inſe:t this letter in your papers, that 


the con may kno we have all three joined together 
to make ente tainments of muſick for the future at Mr. 


Clarten's houſe in York-bavidings. What we promiſe 
curielves, is, to make a ſubſcription of two guineas, 


for eight times; and that the entertainment, with the 
names of the authors of the poetry, may be printed, 


to be {old in the houſe, with an account of the ſeve- 
ral authors of the vocal as well as the inftrumental_ 


mufick for each night; the money to be paid at the 
receipt of the tickets, at Mr. Charles Lillie's, It will, 
we hope, Sir, be eaſily allowed, that we are capable 
of undertaking to exhibit by our joint force and dif- 


ſerent qualifications ail that can be done in muiſick ; 
but left you ſhouid think fo dry a thing as an account 


of our propoſal ſhould be a matter unworthy your 
paper, which generally contains ſomething of public 
uſe ; give us leave to ſay, that favouring our defign 


is no leſs than reviving an art, which runs to ruin 
by the utmoſt barbariim under an affectation of 
knowledge. We aim at eſtabliſhing ſome ſet:led no- 
tion of what is mufick, at recovering fram negle and 


want very many families who depend upon it, at 


making all forcigners who pretend to ſucced in Erg- 
land to learn the language of it as we ourſelves have 
done, and not to be ſo inſolent as to expect a whole 


nation, a refined and learned nation, ſhould ſubmit to 


learn theirs. In a word, Mr. SyEcTaTOR, with all 


deference and humility, we hope to behave ourſelves 
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in this undertaking in ſuch a manner, that all Engliſb 
men who have any {kill in mufick may be furthered in 
it for their profit or diverſion by what new things we 
ſhall produce ; never pretending to ſurpaſs others, or 
aſſerting that any thing which is a ſcience is not at- 
tainable by all men of all nations who have proper 
genius for it : We ſay, Sir, what we hope for is not 
expected will arrive to us by contemning others, but 
through the utmoſt diligence recommending ourſelves. 
55 "CE BER Eh 
Tur meſs bumble ſeryants; 


Thomas Clayton. 
Nicolino Haym. 
T Charles Dieupart. 


— 


uod decet honeflum e, & quod heneſtum eft decet. Toll. 
What is becoming is honourable,. and what is honour- 
able is becoming. ns e 


_— 


T E R E are ſome things which cannot come un- 


der certain rules, but which one would think 
could not need them. Of this kind are outward 


civilities and ſalutations. Theſe one would imagine 
might be regulated by every man's common ſenſe with. 
out the help of an inſtructor ; but that which we call 


common ſenſe ſuffers under that word; for it ſometimes 
implies no more than that faculty which is common to 
all men, but ſometimes ſignifies right reaſon, and what 


all men ſhould conſent to. In this latter accepration of 
the phraſe, it is no great wonder people err ſo much 


againſt it, ſince it is not every one who is poſſeſſed of 
it, and there are fewer, who, againſt common rules and 


_ faſhions, dare obey its d. Fates. As to ſalutations, 


which I was about to talk of, I obſerve, as I ſtrole about 


 _ town, there are great enormities committed with re- 


gard 


38 Tux SPECTATOR N*259 


regard to this particular. You ſhall ſometimes ſee a- 


man begin the offer of a ſalutation, and obſerve a for- 


bidding air, or eſcaping eye, in the perſon he is going 
to ſalute, and ſtop ſhort in the pole of his neck. This 


in the perſon who believed he could do it with a good 


grace, and was refuſed the opportunity, is juſtly reſent- 


ed with a coldneſs the whole enſuing ſeaſon. Your 
great beauties, people in much favour, or by any means 


or for any purpoſe overflattered, are apt to practiſe this 
which one may call the preventing aſpeR, and throw 
their attention another way, leſt they ſhould confer a 
| bow or a curtſy upon a perſon who might not appear to 


_ deſrrve that dignity. Others you ſhall find ſo obſe- 


uious, and ſo very courteous, as there is no eſcaping 
their favours of this kind. Of this ſort may be a man 


who is in the fifth or fixth degree of favour with a mi- 


niſter; this good creature is reſolved to ſhe w the world, 


that great honours cannot at all change his manners ;. 

he is the ſame civil perſon he ever was; he will venture 

| his neck to bow out of a coach in full ſpeed, at once, 
to ſhew he is full of buſineſs, and yet is not ſo taken 


up as to forget his old friend. With a man, who is 


not ſo well formed for courtſhip and elegant behaviour, 
ſuch a Gentleman as this ſeldom finds his account in 


the return of his compliments, but he will ſtill go on, 
for he is in his own way, and muſt not omit; let the 


negleQ fall on your fide, or u hre it will, his buſin- ſs is 


Kill to be well-bred to the end. I think | have read, 


in one of our Ezg/i/h comedies, a deſcription of a fellow 


that affected knowing every body, and tor want of judg- 
ment in time and place, would bow and imile in the 
face of a judge ſitting in the court, would ſit in an op- 
poſite gallery and ſmile in the miniſter's face as he 
came up i ito the pulpit, and nod as if he alluded to 


fome familiarities Letween them in another place. But 
now I happen to ſpeak o ſalutation at church, I muſt 


take notice that ſeveral of my correſpondents have im- 


portuned me to conſider that iubje ct, and ſettle the point 


of decorum in that particular, 5 
do not pretend to be the beſt courtier in the world, 


| bat 1 have olten on public occaſions thought it a very 


| _ ſence, 
- | 3 


— cc — 


one of her acquaintance, who, out 
| preten<e to be rude, takes upon her to return no civili- 
ties done to her in time of divine ſervice, and is the 
moſt religious woman ' for no other reaſon but to ap- 
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fence) to exchange falutations from all parts of the 


room, when certainly common ſenſe ſhould uggef, that 
all regards at that time ſhould be engaged, an 


cannot 
be diverted to any other object, without diſreſpect to the 
Sovereign. But as to the complaint of my correſpon- 


dents, it is not to be imagined what offence ſome of 


them take at the cuſtom of — 1" ger of worſhip. 
I have a very angry letter from a J dy, who tells me of 
mere pride and a. 


pear a woman of the beſt quality in the church. This 


_ abſurd cuſtom had better be aboliſhed than retained, if 


it were but to prevent evils of no kigher a nature than 
this is; but I am informed of objections much more 


conſiderable: A diſſenter of rank and diſtinction was 
L h_ prevailed upon by a friend of his to come to one 
of the 
about town: After the ſervice was over, he declared 
| he was very well ſatisfied with the little ceremony 
which was uſed towards God Almighty ; but at the 


greateſt congregations of the church of England 


fame time he feared he ſhould not be able to go through 


_ thoſe required towards one another: As to this point 
| he was in a ſtate of deſpair, and feared he was not 


well-bred enough to be a convert. There have been 


many ſcandals of this kind given to our proteſtant diſ- 


ſenters from the outward pomp and reſpe& we take to 
ourſelves in our religious aſſemblies. A quaker who 
came one day into a church, fixed his eye upon an old 


- Lady with a carpet larger than that from the pulpit 
| before her, expecting when ſhe would hold forth. An 
anabaptiſt who defigns to come over himſelf, and all 


his family, within few months, is ſenſible they want 


| breeding enough for our congregations, and has ſent 

| his two eldeſt daughters to learn to dance, that they 
may not miſbehave themſelves at church: It is worth 

conſidering whether, in regard to aukward people with 
| ſcrupulous coaſciences, a good chriſtian of the beſt air 
in the world ought not rather to deny hertelf the op- 
| Portunity of ſhewing ſo many graces, than keep a bath 


tul pref lyte without the pale of the church, 
1711 vb Ms, e 
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Singula di nobis anni prædantur m. 


Hor. Ep. 2. 1. 2: ver. 55. 


Vears following years ſteal ſomething ev'ry day, 
At laſt they ſteal us from ourſelves away. Pore. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Am now in the fixty-fifth year of my age, and hav- 
c I ing been the greater part of my days a man of 


= pleaſure, the decay of my faculties is a ſtagnati-- 


on of my life. But how is it, Sir, that my appetites,, A 


are increaſed upon me with the loſs of power to gra- 
« tify them? I write this, like a criminal, to warn. 
© people to enter upon what reformation they. pleaſe to 
make in themſelves in their youth, and not expect 

* they ſhall be capable of it from a fond opinion ſome 


have often in their mouths, that if we do not leave 
* our defires they will leave us. It is far otherwiſe; I. 
am now as vain in my dreſs, and as flippant if I ſee a 
pretty woman, as when in my youth I. ſtood: upon a 
bench in the pit to ſurvey the whole circle of beautics,. 


The folly is fo extravagant with me, and I went on. 
* with ſo. little check of my defires, or reſignation of 


writing love-letters to the beauties that have been 


long ſince in their graves. This is to warm my 
© heart with the faint memory of delights which were 
once agrecable to me; but how much happier would 


bon any worthy action donc for my country? If I-had * 
laid out that which I proſuſed in luxury and wanton. 


neſs, in acts of generoſity or charity? I have lived a 
bachelor to this day; and inſtead of a numerous 
offspring, with which, in the regular ways of life, I 


C 
6 
c 
4 
my life have been now, if I could have looked back 
4 


them, that I can aſſure you, I very often, merely ta 
entertain my own thoughts, {it with my ſpeRacles on, 
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might poſſibly have deliphted myſelf, I have only to 
amuſe myſelf with the repetition of old ſtories and 
intrigues which no one will believe I ever was con- 
cerned in. I do not know whether you have ever 
treated of it or not; but you cannot fall on a better 
ſubject, than that of the art of growing old In ſuch 
a lecture you muſt p:opoſe, that no one ſet his heart 
upon what is tranſient ; the betuty grows wrinkled 
while we are yet gazing at her. The witty man 

ſinks into an humouriſt impeiceptibiy, for want of 
reflecting that all things around hin are in a flux, 
and continually changing: Thus he is in the ſpace 
of ten or fifteen years ſurrounded by a new ſet of 
people, v-hoſe manners are as natural to them as his 

delights, method of thinking, ard mode of living, 


were formerly to him and his tri-nds. But the miſ- 


chief is, he looks upon the ſame kind of errors which 


| he himſelf was guiliy of wiih an eye of ſcorn, and 
with that ſort of ill-will which men entertain againſt 
each other for different opinions: Thus a crazy con- 
ſtitution, and an uneaſy mind is fretied with vexati- 
ous paſſions for young mens doing fooliſhly what it is 
folly to do at all. Dea:, Sir, this is my preſent ſtate 


of mind; I hate thoſe I ſhould laugh at, and envy 
thoſe I contemn. The time of youth and vigorcus 


manhcod, paſſed the wav in which I have diſpoſed of 


it, is attended with theſe conſequences ; but to thoſe 
who live and paſs away life as they ought, all parts 
of it are equally plealant; only the n+: mory of good 
and worthy actions is a feaſt which muſt give a 
quicker reliſh to the oul than ever it could poſſibly 
taſte in the higheſt £ojo, ments or jollities of youth. 

As for me, if | fit down in my great chair and begin 
to ponder, the vagaries of a ch id are not more ridi» 

culous than the circumſtances which are heaped up in 
my memory; fine gowns, country dances, ends of 


tunes, interrupted converſations, and midnight quar- 
rels, are what muſt neceſſarily compaſe my ſoliloquy. 
I beg of you to print this, that / Ladies of my 
_ © acquaintance, and my years, may be perſuaded to 


wear warm night-caps this cold ſeaſon : and that my 


old friend Jack Tawadry may buy him a cane, and 


1 nok 
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not creep with the air of a ſtrut. I muſt add to all 
this, that if it were not for one pleaſure, which I 
— a very mean one until of very late years, I 
ſhould have no one great ſatis faction left; but if I 
live to the 1cth of March, 1714, and all my ſecurities 
are good, I ſhall be worth fifty thouſand pound. 

FLY, Ian, SIX, : | ED 

Your moft humble ſervant, 
| Jack Afterday. 


+> 6.4 6 ah 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 8 
* O U will infinitely oblige a diſtreſſed lover, if 

you will inſert in your very next paper, the 
following letter to my miſtreſs. You muſt know, I 
am not a perſon apt to deſpais, but ſhe has got an 


Theſe fits ſhall laſt her a month or ſix weeks together; 
and as ſhe falls into them without provocation, ſo it 


merit of new ſervices. But life and love will not ad- 


moniſhed as follows, 


Madam, © 


I Love you, and I honour you : therefore pray do 
1 not tell me of waiting until decencies, until 


forme, until humours are conſulted and gratiſied. If 
« you have that happy conſtitution as to be indolent 


for ten weeks together, you ſhould conſider that all 
* that while I burn in impatiences and fevers ; but i}! 
| © you ſay it will be time enough, though I and you 
4 too grow older while we are yet talking. Which do. 
© you think the mote reaſonable, that you ſhould alter a 
© ſtate of indifference for happineſs, and that to oblige 
© me, or I live in torment, and that to lay no manner 
of obligation upon you ? While I indulge your inſen- 


© fibility I am doing nothing; if you favour my paſſion, 
| © you are beſtowing bright deſires, gay hopes, generous 


cares, noble reſolutions and tranſporting raptures upon, 


Madam, 


Mr. 


odd humour of ſtopping ſhort unaccountably, and, as 
ſhe herſelf told a confident of hers, ſhe has cold fits. 


is to be hoped ſhe will return from them without the 


mit of ſuch intervals, therefore pray let her be ad- 


Your neff devoted bumble ſervant. 


pe 
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My. SPECTATOR, 
ERE is a pentlewoman lodges in the ſame 


0 
v4 houſe with me, that I never did any injury to 


in my whole life; and ſhe is always railing at me ts 
thoſe that ſhe knows will tell me of it. Do not yon 


think ſhe is in Love with me ? or would you have 


* me break my mind yet or not ? Os 
T. B, 


Am a footman in a great family, and am in Love 
* F with the houſe-maid. We were all at hot-cockles 


laſt night in the hall theſe holidays; when I lay down 


and was blinded, the pulled of her ſhoe, and hit me 
with the heel ſuch a rap, as almoſt broke my head to 
pieces. Pray, Sir, was this Love or ſpite ? 8 
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 Wedlock's an ill men eagerly embrace. 


Y father whom I mentioned in my firſt ſpecu- 
lation, and whom I muſt always name with ho- 
| nour and gratitude, has very frequently talked 


| to me upon the ſubjet of marriage. I was in my 


ounger years engaged, partly by his advice, and partly 
by my own inclinations in the courtſhip of a perſon 


who had a great deal of beauty, and did not at my firſt 


approaches ſeem to have any averſion to me; but as my 
natural taciturnity hindred me from ſhewing myſelf to 


the beſt advantage, ſhe by degrees began to look upon 
me as a very lilly fellow, and being reſolved to regard 


merit more than any thing elſe in the perſons who 


| wade their applications to her, ſhe married a 2 
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of dragoons who happened to be beating up for recruits | 


in thoſe parts. : 5 
This unlucky accident has given me an averſion to 
pretty fellows ever ſince, and diſcouraged me from. 
trying my fortune with the Fair ſex. The obſervations. 
which Im de in this conjuncture, and the repeated ad- 
vices which I received at that time from the good old 
man abovementioned, have produced the following 
eſſay upon Love and marriage. 1585 5 
The pleaſanteſt part of a man's life is generally that 
which paſſes in courtſhip, provided his paſſion be ſin- 


cere, and the party beloved kind with diſcretion. Love, 


deſire, hope, all the pleaſing motions of the ſoul riſe in 
the purſuit, 1 5 = 


I ieI is eaſier for an artful man who is not in Love, to | 


perſuade his miſtreſs he has a paſſion for her, and to 
| ſucceed in his purſuits, than for one who loves with 
the greateſt violence. True Love has ten thouſand 


griefs, impatiences and reſentments, that render a man 
unamiable in the eyes of the perſon whoſe affection he 
ſolicits; beſides, that it finks his figure, gives him 
fears, apprehenſions and poorneſs of ſpirit, and often 
makes him appear ridiculous where he has a mind to | 


recommend himſelf. 


Thoſe marriages generally abound moſt with Love 


and conſtancy, that are preceded by a long courtſhip. 


The paſſion ſhould ſtrike root, and gather ſtrength be- 


fore marriage be grafted on it. A long courſe of hopes 


and expectations fixes the idea in our minds, and habi- 


tuates us to a fondneſs of the perſon beloved. 


There is nothing of fo great importance to us, as the 


7 * qualities of one to whom we join ourſelves for 
ife; 


they do not only make our preſent ſtate agree- : 


able, but often determine our happineſs to all eternity. 


Where the choice is left to friends, the chief point un- 
der conſideration is an eſtate : Where the parties chooſe |} 
for themſelves, their thoughts turn moſt upon the per. | 
| fon. They have both their reaſons. The firſt would 


procure many conveniencies and pleaſures of life to the 


party whoſe intereſts they eſpouſe ; and at the ſame E 
time may hope that the wealth of their friends will turn 


do their own credit and advantage. The others are pre- 


paring 
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paring for themſelves a perpetual feaſt. A good perſon 


does not only raiſe, but continue love, and breeds a ſe- 


cret pleaſure and complacency in the beholder, when 
the firſt heats of deſire are extinguiſhed. It puts the 


wife or huſband in countenance both among friends 


and ſtrangers, and 1 fills the family with a 
healthy and beautiful race of children, 
I ſhovld prefer a woman that is agreeable in my own 


eye, and not deformed in that of the world, to a cele- 


brated beauty. If you marry one remarkably beautiful, 


you muſt have a violent paſſion for her, or you have not 


the proper taſte of her charms ; and if you have ſuch a 


paſſion for her, it is odds but it would be imbittered 
JJ EEE: 
Good - nature and evenneſs of temper will give you 


10 eaſy companion for life; virtue and good ſenſe, an 


agreeable friend; love and conſtancy a good wife or 
huſband. Where. we meet one perſon with all theſe ac- 
eompliſhments, we find an hundred without any one of 


them. The world, notwithſtanding, is more intent on 
trains and equipages, and all the ſhowy parts of life; 


we love rather to dazzle the multitude, than conſult our 
proper intereſts ; and, as I have elſewhere obſerved, it 
is one of the moſt unaccountable paſſions of human na- 
ture, that we are at greater pains to appear eaſy and hap- 


py to others, than really to make ourſelves ſo. Of all 
diſparities, that in humour makes the moſt unhappy mar- 


riages, yet ſcarce enters into our thoughts at the contrac- 
ting of them. Several that are in this reſpect unequally 


| yoked, and uneaſy for life, with a perſon of a particu- 


lar charaQer, might have been pleaſed and happy with 
a perſon of a contrary one, notwithſtanding they are both 


png equally virtuous and laudable in their kind. 


Before marriage we cannot be too inquiſitive and 


_ diſcerning in the faults of the perſon beloved, nor 
after it too dim-fighted and ſuperficial. However perfect 
and accomplithed the perſon appears to you ata diſtance, 
you will find many blemiſhes and imperfections in her 


humour, upon a more intimate acquaintance, which 
you never 2 or perhaps ſuſpected. Here there- 
tore diſcretion and good- nature are to ſhew their 
firength; the firſt will hinder your thoughts from 
j po oa, g duwelling 
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dwelling on what is diſagreeable, the other will raiſe in 


| Fou all the tenderneſs of compaſſion and humanity, 
and by degrees ſoften thoſe very imperfections into 
| OY 


Marriage enlarges the ſcene of our happineſs and 


miſeries. A marriage of love is pleaſant; à marriage 
of intereſt eaſy; and a marriage, wheie both meet, 


happy. A happy marriage has in it all the pleaſures of | 


| friendſhip, all the enjoyments of ſenſe and reaſon, and 
indeed, all the ſweets of life. Nothing is a greater 
mark of a degenerate and vicious age, than the com- 
mon ridicule which paſſes on this ſtate of life. It is, 
indeed, on'y happy in thoſe who can look down with 


ſcorn or neglect on the impieties of the times, and tread 


the paths of life together in a conſtant uniform courſe 
of virtue, e e 


FFF 
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Kulla wenenato littera miſta joco ft. Ce 

= 5 Ovid Triſt. 1. 2. ver. 566. 
Satirical reflexions I avoid. ST. 

Ji: myſelf highly obliged to the public for thelr 


kind acceptance of a paper which viſits them every 
morning, and has in it none of thoſe ſeaſonings that 


recommend fo many of the writings which are in vogue 


among us. 


4s, on the one ſide, my paper has not in it a angle | 


word of news, a reflexjon in politicks, nor a ſtroke of 


party; ſo on the other, there are no faſhionable touches 
ot infidelity, vo obſcene ideas, no ſatires upon pricſthood, 
marriage, and the like popular topicks of ridicule; no 


private ſcandal, nor any thing that may tend to the de- 


ftamation of particular perſons, families, or ſocieties. 
There is not one of theſe abovementioned fubjects 


that would not ſell a very indiflerent paper, could I 


think of gratiſying the public by ſuch mean and baſe 
Shs __ . 
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methods. But notwithſtanding I have rejected every 
thing that ſavours of party, every thing that is looſe and 
immoral, and every thing that might create uneaſineſs 
in the minds of particular perſons, I find that the de- 


mand of my papers has increaſed every month ſince 


their firſt appearance in the world. This does not per- 


haps reflect ic much honour upon myſelf, as on my rea- 
ders, who give a much greater attention to diſcouries of 
virtue and morality, than ever I +:peCted, or indeed 


could hope. 5 * 
When I broke looſe from that great body of writers 


who have employed their wit and parts in propagating 
ice and irreijgion, I did not queſtion but I] i 

treated as an odd kind of fellow that had a mind to ap- 
pear ſingular in my way of writing: But the general te- 


oulc: be 


ception I have found, convinces me that the world is not 
ſo corrupt as we are apt to imagine; and that if thoſe 
men of parts who have been employed in vitiating the 
age had endeavoured to reftity and amend it, they need- 
ed not have ſacrificed their good ſence and virtue to their 
fame and reputation. No man is fo ſunk in vice and ig- 
norance, but the:e are ſtiil ſome hidden ſeeds of ws. 
neſs ani knowledge in him; which give him a reliſh of 
ſuch reilexions and ſpeculations as have an aptneſs to 
improve the mind, and mate the heart better. 

I have ſh:zwu in a former paper, with how much care 
I have avoided all ſuch thoughts as are looſe, obſcene 


or immoral ; and I believe my reader would {ill think 
the better of me, if he knew the pains I ain at in quali- 
fying what I write aft-t ſuch a manner, that nothin 
may be interpreted as aimed at private perſons. For 


this reaſon when I draw any faulty character, I conſider 


5 all thoſe perſons to whom the malice of the world ma 


poſſibly apply it, and take care to daſh it with ſuch par- 
ticular circumſtances as may prevent all ſuch 1il-na- 
tured applicatior.s If I write any thing on a black man, 
J run over in my mind all the eminent perſons in the 
nation who are of that complexion: when | place an 


Imaginary name at the head of a character, I examine 
every ſyllable and letter of it, that it may not bear any 
reſemblance to one that is real. I know very well the 
value which every man ſets upon his reputation, and 


how 
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how painful it is to be expoſed to the mirth and deri. 
fion of the public, and ſhould therefore {corn to divert 
my reader, at the expence of any private man. | 


As I have been thus tender of every particular perſon's : 


reputation, ſo I have taken more than ordinary care not 
to give offence to thoſe who appear in the higher figures 
of life. I would not make myſelf merry even with a 


piece of paſteboard that is inveſte | with a public cha- | 


racer; for which reaſon I have never glanced upon the 
late deſigned proceſſion of his holinets and his atten- 


dants, notwithſtanding it might have afforded matter 
to many ludicrous ſpeculations. Among thoſe ady:n- 


tages, which the public may reap from this paper, it 
is not the leaſt, that it draws mens minds off from the 
bitterneſs of party, and furniſhes them with ſubjects of 


_ diſcourſe that may be treated without warmth or paſſion. 
This is ſaid to have been the firſt deſign of thoſe Gentle- | 
men who ſet on foot the royal ſociety; and had then a 


very good effect, as it turned many of the greateſt ge- 

nius's of that age to the diſquiſitions of natural know - 
| ledge, who, if they had engaged in politicks with the 
ſame parts ard application, might have ſet their coun- 


try in a flame, The air-pump, the barometer, the | 
quadrant, and the like inventions were thrown out to 


thoſe buſy ſpirits, as tubs and barrels are to a whale, that 
he may let the ſhip ſail on without diſturbance, while 
he diverts himſelf with thoſe innocent amuſements. 


I have been fo very ſcrupulous in this particular of | 


not hurting any man's reputation that I have forborn 
- mentioning even ſuch authors as I could not name with- 


out honour. This I muit confeſs to have been a piece 1 


of very great ſelf-denial: For as the public reliſhes no- 
thing better than the ridicule which turns upon a writer 
of any eminence, ſo there is nothing which a man that 
has but a very ordinary talent in ridicule may execute 
with greater caſe, 
quarter of a year together upon the works of a perſon 
who has publiſhed but a very few volumes. For which 


_ reaſon I am aſtoniſhed, that thoſe who have appeared 


againſt this paper have made fo very little of it. The 
__ ernticiſms which I have hitherto publiſhed, have been 


made with an intention rather to diſcover beauties and 


excellencies 


One might raiſe laughter for a 


Vor. Iv. * 
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excellencies in the writers of my own time, than to 
publiſh any of their faults and imperfections. In the 


mean while I ſhould take it for a very great favour from 


ſome of my underhand detractors, if they would break all 
meaſures with me ſo far, as to give me a pretence for 
examining their performances with an impartial eye: 
Nor ſhall I look upon it as any breach of charity to cr 
ticiſe the author, 5 long as I keep clear of the perſon. 
In the mean while, until Iam provoked to ſuch hoſti- 
lities, I ſhall from time to time endeavour to do juſtice 
to thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the politer 
parts of learning, and to point out ſuch beauties in 
their works as may have eſcaped the obſervation of 
others. „ 35 5 

As the firſt place among our Eugliſb poets is due to 
Milton; and as I have drawn more quotations out of 


him than from any other, I ſhall enter into a regular 
| criticiſm upon his Paradiſe Loſt, which I ſhall publiſh 
ervery Saturday until I have given my thoughts upon that 
poem. I ſhall not however preſume to impoſe upon 


others my own particular judgment on this author, 


but only deliver it as my private opinion. Criticiſm 
3s of a very large extent, and every particular maſter 


in this art has his favourite paſſages in an author, which 


do not equally ſtrike the beſt judges. It will be ſufficient 
for me if I diſcover many beauties or imperfections 


which others have not attended to, and I ſhould be very | 


} wlad to fee any of our eminent writers publiſh their diſ- 
coveries on the ſame ſubject. In ſhort, I would always 
be underſtood to write my papers of criticiſm in the 


ſpirit which Horace has expreſſed in thoſe two famous 


anes;-. 


— Ci. quid vii refins tis, pf 

 Candidus imperti; ſi non, bis utere mecum. 5 
e ; WEE Ep. 6. lib. 1. ver. ult. 
If you have made any better remarks of your own, 

communicate them with candour; if not, make uſe of 


1 theſe 1 preſent you with.“ | 


e, 


I, 1712. | 


—_ 


— —— 
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G ratulor quod eum Jum nece/}e erat diligere, qualiſcunque | 
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efjet, talem babemus ut libenter quoque diligamus, 
0 | | Trebon1us apud Tull, | 


I rejoice, that the perſon, whom it was my duty to love, 


good or bad, is ſuch an one, that I can love him with 
a willing mind. 1 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 5 
Am the happy father of a very towardly ſon, in 
1 whom ] do not only ſee my life, but alſo my man- 
ner of life, renewed. It would be extremely bene- 
ficial to ſociety, if you would frequently reſume ſub- 
jects which ſerve to bind theſe fort of relations faſter, 


and endear the ties of blood with thoſe of good-will, 


protection, obſervance, indulgence, and veneration. I 
would, methinks, have this done after an uncommon 
method, and do not think any «ne, who is not capable 
of writing a good play, fit to undertake a word where- 

in there will neceſſarily occur ſo many ſecret inſtincts, 


and biaſes of human nature which would paſs urob- 
ſerved by common eyes. I thank Heaven I have no | 


outrageous offence againſt my own excellent parents to | 
anſwer for ; but when [ am now and then alone, and 


look back upon my paſt life, from my earlieſt infancy | 


ro this time, there are many faults which I commit- 
ted that did not appear to me, even until I myſelf be- 
came a father. I had not until then a notion of the 
earnings of heart, which a man has when he ſees h's | 
child do a laudadle thing, or the ſudden damp which 


_ + ſeizes him when he fears he will act ſomething un- 
« worthy. It is not to be imagined, what a remorſe 


4 
of my mother, when I ſaw my wife the other day look 
© out of the window, and turn as pale as aſhes upon 


touched me for a long train of childiſh negligences | 


«© ſeeing my younger boy fliding upon the ice, Theſe 
| 2 | 


« ilight F 
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« flight intimations will give you to underſtand, that 
there are numberleſs little crimes which children take 
no notice of while they are doing, which upon re- 
flexion, when they ſhall themſelves become fathers, 
they will look apon with the utmoſt ſorrow and con- 
tricion, that they did not regard, before thoſe whom 
they offended were to be no more ſeen. How many 
thouſand things do I remember, which would have 
highly pleaſed my father, and I omitted for no other 
reaſon, but that I thought what he propoſed the effect 
of humour and old age, which I am now convinced 
had reaſon and good ſenſe in it. I cannot now go 
into the parlour to him, and make his heart glad with 
an account of a matter which was of no conſcquence, 
but that I told it, and acted in it. The good man 
and woman are long ſince in their graves, who uſed to 

fit and plot the welfare of us their children, while, 
perhaps, we were ſometimes laughing at the old folks 


we merely to follow nature in theſe great duties of 


performing of them, we ſhould be on both ſides very 
deficient. Age is ſo unwelcome to the generality of 
mankind, and growth towards manhood ſo deſirable 
to all, that refignation to decay is too difficult a taſk in 
the father; and deference, amidſt the impulſe of gay 
deſires, appears unreaſonable to the ſon, There are 


| © fo few who can grow old with a good grace, and yet 


fewer who can come ſlow enough into the world, that 


aa father, were he to be actuated by his deſires, and 
2 a ſon, were he to conſult himſelf only, could neither 


of them behave himſelf as he ought to the other. But 
* when reaſon interpoles againſt inſtinct, where it would 
carry either out of the intereſts of the other, there 


| © ariſes that happieſt intercourſe of good offices between 


© thoſe deareſt relations of human life. The father, 


according to the opportunities which are offered to 


him, is throwing down bleſſings on the ſon, and the 


| © ſon endeavouring to appear the worthy offspring of 


* ſuch a father. It is after this manner that Camillu : 
* and his firſt-born dwell together. Camillus enjoys a 


| © pleaſing and indolent old age, in which paſſion is 


V's | « tubdued 


at another end of the houſe. The truth of it is, were 


life, though we have a ſtrong inſtin&t towards the . 
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and reaſon exalted. He waits the day of his diſſolu - 


tion with a reſignation mixed with delight, and the 
© ſon fears the acceſſion of his father's fortune with dif- 


© fidence, leſt he ſhould not enjoy or become it as well 


* as his predeceſſor. Add to this, that the father 
knows he leaves a friend to the children of his 
friends, an eaſy landlord to his tenants, and au 
agreeable companion to his acquaintance. He be- 
lieves his ſon's behaviour will make him frequently 
remembred, but never wanted. This commerce is ſo 
well cemented, that without the pomp of ſaying, 


Sen be a friend to ſuch a one when I am gone; Camillus 


* knows, being in his favour is direction enough to the 


* grateful youth who is to ſucceed him, without the 
* admonition of his mentioning it. Theſe Gentlemen 
are honoured in all their neighbourhood, and the ſame 
effect which the court has on the manners of a king- 


dom, their characters have on all who live withn | « 


the influence of them. 7 


My fon and 1 are not of fortune to communicate 


our good actions or intentions to ſo many as theſe 


towards me has gained him, occaſioned that many an 
old man, beſides myſelf, has rejoiced. Other mens 


a voice of joy, there they go. 


© You cannot, Mr. SyEcTAToOR, paſs your time bet- | 
ter than inſinuating the delights which theſe relations 


well regarded beſtow upon each other. Ordinary paſ- 
© ſages are no longer ſuch, but mutual love gives an 


importance to the moſt indifferent things, and a merit 


to actions the moſt inſignificant. When we look round 
the world, and obſerve the many miſunderſtandings 
which are created by the malice and inſinuation of 
the meaneſt ſervants between people thus related, how 
_ © neceſſary will it appear that it were inculcated that 


men would be upon their guard to N a con- 
upon the 


ſtancy of affection, and that grounde 


principles of reaſon, not the impulſes of inſtinct. 
Ts 5 N £ It 


4 


Gentlemen do; but I will be bold to ſay, my ſon has, | 
by the applauſe and approbation which his behaviour 


children follow the example of mine, and I have the 
inexpreſſible happineſs of overhearing our neighbours, 
as we ride by, point to their children, and ſay, with 
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It is from the common prejudices which men re- 
* ceive from their parents, that hatreds are kept alive 
* from one generation to another; and when men act 


by inflin, hatreds will deſcend when good offices 


* are forgotten. For the degeneracy of human life is 
* ſuch, that our anger is more eaſily transferred to our 


(children than our love. Love always gives ſomething 
to the object itdelights in, and anger ſpoils the per- 


* ſon againſt whom it is moved of ſomething laudable 
in him; from this degeneracy therefore, and a ſort 
« of ſel:-love, we are more prone to take up the ill-will of 


dur parents, than to follow them in their friendſhips. 


One would think there ſhould need no more to 


make men keep up this ſort of relation with the ut- 


* moſt ſanctity, than to examine their own hearts, It 


every father remembred his own thoughts and incli- 
nations when he was a ſon, and every ſon remembred 
what he expected from his father, when he himſelt 


* was in a ſtate of dependence, this one reflex ion would 


| * preſerve men from being difſolute or rigid in theſe 
* ſeveral capacities. The power and ſubjection between 
them, when broken, make them more emphatically 


* tyrants and rebels againſt each other, with greater 
* cruelty of heart, than the diſruption of ſtates and em- 


© Pires can poſſibly produce. I ſhall end this applica- 
tion to you with two letters which paſſed between a 
mother and ſon very lately, and are as follows. 


Dear Frank, 


IF the pleaſures, which I have the grief to heat 


4 you purſue in town, do not take up all your time, 


do not deny your mother ſo much of it, as to read ſe- 


© riouſly this letter. You ſaid before Mr. Letacre, that 


Dan old woman might live very well in the country 


upon half my jointure, and that your father was-a fond 
* fool to give me a rent-charge of eight hundred a year 

to the prejudice of his ſon. What Letacre ſaid to you 
* upon that occaſion, you ought- to have borne with 
more decency, as he was your father's well beloved 
* ſervant, than to have called him Country-put. In the 
* frſt place, Frank, I muſt tell you, I will have my rent 


© duly paid, for I will make up to your ſiſters for the 


C 3 « partiality 
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partiality I was guilty of, in making your father do ' 
ſo much as he has done for you. I may, it ſeems, | 


live u!: on half my jointure! I] lived upon much 
leſs, Frank, when I carried you from place to place 
in theſe arms, and could neither eat, dreſs, or mind 


any thing for feeding and tending yon a weakly child, | 
and ſhedding tears when the convulſions yeu were | 
then troubled with returned upon you. By my care 
you outgrew them, to throw away the vigour of your 
youth in the arms of harlots, and deny your mother 


what is not yours to detain. Both your ſiſters are 


crying to ſee the paſſion which I ſmother ; but if you 


pleaſe to go on thus like a Gentleman of the town, 
and forget all regards to yourſelf and family, I ſhall 
immediately enter upon your eſtate for the arrear due 
to me, and without one tear more contemn you for 
forgetting the fondneſs of your mother, as much as 


vou have the example of your father. O Fraud, do 


| live to omit writing mylelf, 


Tir affectionate mother, 


Madan, 


4 7. 


I Will come down to-morrow and pay the money : 


on my knees, Pray write fo no more. I will 


atter 1 85 5 
. Tur meſt dutiful ſon, 


take care you never ſhall, for I will be for ever here- 


* 


I win bring down new heads for my ſiſters. Pray 
let all be forgotten. . | 


2 te © 


1 
4 
1 
; 


Wedneſday, | 
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withdraw from it. 
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„ or. Ep. 18. Ib. 1. ver. 10. 
—— Cloſe retirement, and a life by ſtealth. 
Es an ei ed mt rt Ti rs CREECH, 


pleaſure of ſolitude, amongſt thoſe who cannot poſ- 
ſibly be ſuppoſed qualified for paſſing life in that 


1 has been from age to age an affectation to love the 


manner. This people have taken up from reading the 


many agreeable things which have been writ on that 


ſubject, for which we are beholden to excellent perſons 
who delighted in being retired and ahſtracted from the 
pleaſures that inchant the generality of the world. This 


way of life is recommended indeed with great beauty, 
and in ſuch a manner as diſpoſes the reader for the 


time to a pleaſing forgetfulneſs, or negligence of the _ 
particular hurry of lite in which he is engaged, toge- 


ther with a longing for that ſtate which he 15 charmed 
with in deſcription. But when we conſider the world 
itſelf, and how few there are capable of a religious, learn- 


ed, or philoſophic ſolitude, we ſhall be apt to change 
a regard to that ſort of ſolitude, for being a little fingu- 
lar in enjoying time after the way a man himſelf likes 


beſt in the world, without going fo far as wholly to 
I have often obſerved, there is not 
a man breathing who does not differ from allother men, 
as much in the ſentiments of his mind as the featurcs 


of his face. The felicity is, when any one is ſo happy 
as to find out and follow what is the proper bent f 
his genius, and turn all his endeavours to exert himſelt 


according as that prompts him. Inſtead of this which 


is an innocent method of enjoying a man's ſelf, and 


turning cut of the general tracks wherein you have 
crouds of rivals, there are thoſe who purſue their ow] n 
way out of a ſourneſs and ſpirit of contradiction: 

Theſe men do every thing which they are able to ſup- 
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port, as if guilt and impunity could not go together. 


They chooſe a thing only becauſe another dillikes it ; 


and affect forſooth an inviolable conſtancy in matters 


of no manner of moment. Thus ſometimes an old fel- 
low ſhall wear this or that ſort of cut in his clothes with 


great integrity, while all the reſt of the world are de- 
generated into buttons, pockets and loops unknown to 


their anceſtors, As inſtgnificant as even this is, if it 


were ſearched to the bottom, you perhaps would find 
it not fincere, but that he is in the faſhion in his heart, 
and holds out from mere obſtinacy. But I am running 
from my intended purpoſe, which was to celebrate a 


Certain particular manner of paſſing away life, and is 
a contradiction to no man, but a reſolution to contract 


none of the exorbitant defires by which others are en- 
| flaved. The beſt way of ſeparating a man's ſelf from tha 
world, is to give P the deſire of being known to it. 


After a man has preſerved his innocence, and perfermed | 
all duties incumbent upon him, his time ſpent his own | 


Way is what makes his life differ from that of a ſlave. 
I they who affect ſhow and pomp knew how many of 
their ſpeQators derided their trivial taſte, they would 
be very much leſs elated, and have an inclination to 


examine the merit of all they have to do with: They 
would ſoon find out that there are many who make a 


figure below what their fortune or merit intitles them 


to, out of mere choice, and an elegant deſire of eaſe and 
diſincumbrance. It would look like romance to tell 
you in this age of an old man who is contented to paſs 


for an humouriſt, and one who does not underſtand the 
figure he ought to make in the world, while he lives 

in a lodging of ten ſhillings a week with only one ſer- 
vant: While he dreſſes himſelf according to the ſeaſon 
In cloth or in ſtuff, and has no one neceſſary attention 
to any thing but the bell which calls to prayers twice 
a day, I fay it would look like a fable to report that 
this Gentleman gives away all which is the overplus 
of a great fortune, by ſecret methods to other men. If 


he has not the pomp of a numerous train, and of pro- 
feſſors of ſervice to him, he has every day he lives the 
_ conſcience that the widow, the fatherleſs, the mourner, 


and the ftranger bleſs his unſeen hand in their prayers. 


people 
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This humouriit gives up all the compliments which . 


in judging of the inclinations of mankind and m_ 
accordingly. He ſcriouſly conſidered he was poor, and 
the general horror which moſt men have of all who are 
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people of his own condition could make him, for the 
pleaſures of helping the afflicted, ſupplying the needy, 
and befriending the neglected. This humouriſt keeps 


to himſelf much more than he wants, and gives a vaſt 
refuſe of his ſuperfluities to purchaſe heaven, and by 


freeing others ſrom the temptations of worldly want, 


carry a retinue with him thither. | 


Of all men who affect living in a particular way, 


next to this admirable character, I am the moſt ena- 


moured of Irus, whoſe condition will not admit of ſuch 
largeſſes, and perhaps would not be capable of making 
them, if it were. [rus, though he is now turned of fifty, 
has not appeaied in the world, in his real character, 


fince five and twenty, at which age he ran out a ſmall 
2 and ſpent ſome time after with rakes Who 


d lived upon him: A courſe of ten years time paſſed 


in all the little alleys, by-paths, and ſometimes open 


taverns and ſtreets of this town, gave rus a perfect ſcill 


in that condition. [rus judged very rightly that while 
he could keep his poverty a ſecret, he ſhould not feel 


the weight of it; he improved this thought into an af- 


fectation of cloſeneſs and covetouſneſs. Upon this one 
principle he reſolved to govern his future life; and in 
the thirty ſixth year of his age he repaired to Long-lane, 


and looked upon ſeveral dreſſes which hung there de- 


ferted by their firſt maſters, and expoſed to the pur- 
Chaſe of the beſt bidder. At this place he exchanged 


his gay ſhabbineſs of clothes fit for a much younger 
man, to warm ones that would be decent for a much 


older one. Jraus came out thoroughly equipped from 


head to foot, with a little oaken cane in the form of 


a ſubſtantial man that did not niind his dreſs, turned of 


fifty. He had at this time fifty pounds in ready money; 
and in this habit, with this fortune, he took his preſent 
lodging in St. John Street, at the manſion-houſe of a 


taylor's widow, who waſhes and can clear-ſtarch his 
dands. From that time to this he has kept the main 
ſtock, without alteration under or over to the value of 


| kve pounds. He left off all his old acquaintance to a 


Cs man, 
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man, and all his arts of life, except the play of back- 
gammon, upon which he has more than bore his charges. 
Irus has, ever ſince he came into this neighbourhood, 
given all the intimations, he ſkilfully could of being a 
_ cloſe hunks worth money: no body comes to viſit him, 
he receives no letters, and tells his money morning 


and — He has, from the public papers, a know- 


ledge of what generally paſſes, ſhuns all diſcourſes of 


money, but ſhrugs his ſhoulder when you talk of ſecu- 


Tities ; he denies his being rich with the air, which all 


do who are vain of being ſo: He is the oracle of a 


neighbouring juſtice of peace, who meets him at the 
coffee-houſe; he hopes that what he has muſt come to 


ſomebody, and that he has no heirs, have that effect 
| where-ever he is known, that he every day has three or 


four invitations to dine at different places, which he ge- 


nerally takes care to chooſe in ſuch a manner, as not 


to ſeem inclined to the richer man. All the young men 


reſpect him, and ſay he is juſt the ſame man he was when | 
they were boys. He uſes no artifice in the world, but 
makes uſe of men's deſigns upon him to get a main- | 
= a certain 


tenance out of them. This he carries on 
peeviſnneſs, (which he acts very well) that no one would 
; — could poſſibly enter into the head of a poor fel- 


low. His mien, his dreſ, his carriage, and his language 
are ſuch, that you would be at a loſs to gueſs whether 

in the active part of his life he had been a ſenſible ci- 
tizen, or ſcholar that knew the world. Theſe are the 
great circumſtances in the life of Jrus, and thus does 


he paſs away his days a ſtranger to mankind ; and at 


his death, the worſt that will be ſaid of him will be, 
that he got by every man wo had expectations from him, | 


more than he had to leave him. > 
J have an inclination to print the following letters; 


for that I have heard the author of them has ſome- _ 


Where or other ſeen me, and by an excellent faculty in 


mimickry my correſpondents tell me he can aſſume my 
air, and give my taciturnity a ſlineſs which diverts more 
than any thing I could ſay if I were preſent. Thus 


am glad my filence is atoned for to the good company 
in town. He has carried his ſkill in imitation ſo far, 


as to have forged a letter from my friend Sir Roo Ee 
. . 8 = Xx 
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in ſuch a manner, that any one but I who am thoroughly 
acquainted with him, would have taken it for genuine. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, * 5 
6 Aving obſerved in Li/l;'s grammar how ſweetly 
6 Bacchus and Apsilo run in a verſe: I have (to 


£ preſerve the amity between them) called in Bacchus to 
©. the aid of my profeſſion of the Theatre. So that while 
© ſome people of quality are beſpeaking plays of me to 

© be afted upon ſuch a day, and others, hogheads for 
their houſes againſt ſuch a time; I am wholly em- 


« ploxed in the agreeable ſervice of wit and wine: Sir, 


1 have ſent you Sir Roger de Cowerly's letter to me, 


* which pray comply with in favour of the Bumper 
« tavern, Be kind, for you know a player's utmoſt. 


pride is the approbation of the SyECTaTOR, 


I am your admirer, though nul ncaun, 
. Richard Eſtcourt. 
"= Mr. Eftcourt at his houſe in Cœvent-Oarden. : 
© Cowerley, December the 18th, 171 
Old comical Ones, 3 %%% ͤ;;ŕĩ 
0 * E hogſheads of neat port came ſafe, and have 
" gotten thee good reputation in theſe parts; and 


lam glad to hear, that a fellow who has been laying 


* out his money ever ſince he was born, for the mere 
« pleaſure of wine, has bethought himſelf of joining 
profit and pleaſure together. Our ſexton (poor man) 
having received ſtrength from thy wine ſince his fit of 
the gout, is hugely taken with it: He fays it is given 
by nature for the uſe of families, that no ſteward's 
table can be without it, that it ſtrengthens digeſtion,. 
* excludes ſurfeits, fevers and phyſick; which green 
wines of any kind cannot do. Pray get a pure 


 * ſnug room, and I hope next term to help fill yaur 


bumper with our people of the club; but you mult 
have no bells ſtirring when the Spectator comes; 1 
forbore ringing to dinner while he was down with. 


me in the country. Thank you for the little hams: 


and Portugal onions; pray keep ſome always by. ycu.. 
| 18 8 1 Fes 
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* You know my ſupper is only good Cheſhire cheeſe, 


© beſt muſtard, a golden pippin, attended with a pipe 
* of John Sly's beſt. Sir Harry has ſtoPa all your ſengs, 


and tells the ſtory of the 5th of November to perfection. 


Yours to ſerve you, 


Roger de Coverley. 


« We have loſt old John ſince you were here, T 


/ . 
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Dixerit 2 multis aliquis, quid virus in angues 


Adjicis ? & rabide tradis ovile lupe ? 


Ovid. de Art. Am. lib. 3. ver. 7. 


| But ſome exclaim ; what frenzy rules your mind? 
Would you increaſe the craft of womankind; 

Teach *em new wiles and arts? As wcll you may 

Inſtruct a ſnake to bite, or wolf to prey. 8 


defined a woman to be S PAννννμẽCs;b, an ani- 


definition, and have in particular obſerved, that in all 


ages they have been more careful than the men to 
a 


adorn that part of the head, which we generally call 
the outſide. kf. . 
his obſervation is ſo very notorious, that when in 
ordinary diſcourſe we ſay a man has a fine head, a long 
head, or a 2 head, we expreſs ourſelves metaphori- 

_ cally, and 

as when we ſay of a woman, ſhe has a fine, a long or a 


O * of the fathers, if I am rightly informed, has 


mai that delights in finery. I have already treated „ 
of the ſex in two or three papers, conformably to this 


peak in relation to his underſtanding; where- 


good head. we ſpeak only in relation to her commode. | 


It is obſerved among birds, that nature has laviſhed 
all her ornaments upon the male, who very often ap- 


pears in a moſt beautiful head-dreſs: whether it be a 
creſt, a comb, a tuft of feathers, or a natural little 


pl ume, 
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plume, erected like a kind of pinacle on the very top of 


the head. As nature on the contrary has poured out her 
charms in the greateſt abundance upon the female part 
of our ſpecies, fo they are very aſſid uous in beſtowing 
upon themſelves the fineſt garnitures of art. The pea- 


cock, in all his pride, does not diſplay half the colours 


that appear in the garments of a Brizih Lady, when 
ſhe is dreſſed either for a ball or a birth-day. 


But to return to our female heads. The Ladies have 


been for ſome time in a kind of meu/ting ſeaſon, with 


regard to that part of their dreſs, having caft great 


quantities of ribbon, lace, and cambrick, and in ſome _ 
| meaſure reduced that part of the human figure to the 
beautiful globular form, which is natural to it. We 


have for a great while expected what kind of ornament 


would be ſubſtituted in the place of thoſe antiquated 
commodes. But our female projectors were all the laſt 
ſummer ſo taken up with the improvement of their 
| petticoats, that they had not time to attend to any thing 
elſe; but having at length ſufficiently adorned their 


lower parts, they now begin to turn their thoughts upon 


the other extremity, as well remembring the old kitchen 
proverb, that if you light your fire at both ends, the 
middle will ſhift for itfelf, 


I am engaged in this ſpeculation by a fight which 1 


lately met with at the opera. As I was ſtanding in the 


hinder part of the box, I took notice of a little cluſter 
of women ſitting together in the prettieſt coloured hoods 


| that I ever ſaw. One of them was blue, another yellow, 


and another philomot ; the fourth was of a pink colour, 


and the fifth of a pale green. I looked with as much 
_ Pleaſure upon this little party coloured aſſembly, as 


upon a bed of tulips, and did not know at firſt whether 


it might not be an embaſly of Indian Queens; but upon 
my going about into the pit, and taking them in front, 
I was immediately undeceived, and ſaw ſo much beauty 

in every face, that I found them all to be Erg/iþ. Such 
eyes and lips, cheeks and foreheads, could be the 

growth of no other country. The complexion of their 
faces hindered me from obſerving any farther the colour 
of their hoods, though I could eaſily perceive by that 

unſpeakable ſatisfaction which appeared in their looks, 


that 


62 Tur SPECTArOR. Ne 2g; 
that their own thoughts were wholly taken up on thoſe 
pretty ornaments they wore upon their heads. 


I am informed that this faſhion ſpreads daily, inſo- 


much that the whig and tory Ladies begin already to 


hang out different colours, and to ſhew their principles 


in their head dreſs. Nay if I may believe my friend 
Witt Hoxeycoms, there is a certain old coquette of 
his acquaintance who intends to appear very ſuddenly 
in a rainbow hood, like the Iris in Dryder's Virgil, 


not queſtioning but that among ſuch variety of colours 


the ſhall have a charm for every heart. 
My friend W1LL, who very much values himſelf up- 


on his great inſights into galantry, tells me, that he can 


already gueſs at the humour a Lady is in by her hood, 
as the courtiers of Morocco know the diſpoſition of their 


preſent Emperor by the colour of the dreſs which he 
puts on. When Mel:/inda wraps her head in flame co- 
bur, her heart is ſet upon execution. When ſhe covers 


it with purple, I would not, ſays he, adviſe her lover 


to approach her; but if ſhe appears in white, it is peace, 


and he may hand her out of her box with ſafety. 


Wil informs me likewiſe, that theſe hoods may be 
_ uſed as fignals. Why elſe, ſays he, does Cornelia always | 
put on a black hood when her huſband is gone into the 


country ? 


Sach are my friend Hoxeycons's dreams of ga- 
lantry. For my own part, I impute this diverſity of 
colours in the hoods to the diverſity of complexion in 
"the faces of my pretty countrywomen. Oid in his 


Art of Love has given ſome precepts as to this parti- 


cular, though I find they are different from thoſe which 
prevail among the moderns. He recommends a red 
Ariped ſilk to the pale complexion ; white to the brown, 
and dark to the fair. On the contrary my ſriend 


WII I., who pretends to be a greater maſter in this art 
than Ovid, tells me, that the paleſt features look the 


moſt agreeable in white ſarſenet; that a face which is 
ſhed appears to advantage in the deepeſt ſcarlet, 
and that the darkeſt complexion 1s not a little alleviated 


overflu 


buy a black hood. In ſhort, he is for loſing the colour 


of the face in that of the hood, as a fire burns dimly, 
and a candle goes half out, in the light of os 
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This, ſays he, your Ovid himſelf has hinted, where he 
treats of theſe matters, when he tells us that the blue 
water nymphs are dreſſed in fky-coloured garments ; 


and that Aurora, who always appears in the light of 


the rifing ſun, is robed in ſaffron. 


Whether theſe obſervations are juſtly grounded I | 


cannot tell: But I have often known him, as we have 


| ſtood together behind the Ladies, praiſe or diſpraiſe the 
complexion of a face which he never ſaw, from ob- 
| ſerving the colour of her hood, and has been very ſel- 
dom out in theſe his gueſſes. | MO 


As I have nothing more at heart than the honour 


and improvement of the Fair ſex, I cannot conclude 


this paper without an exhortation to the Britiſb Ladies, 


that they would excel the women of all other nations 


as much in virtue and good ſenſe, as they do in beauty; 
which they may certainly do if they will beas induſtrious 
to cultivate their minds, as they are to adorn their bo- 
dies: In the mean while I ſhall recommend to their moſt 
ſerious conſideration the ſaying of an old Greek poet, 
Tram 150p©- ö Tpon®-, x' & xpvoin = 0 


| Id werd eſt, quod ego mihi puto palmarium, 
| Me reperiſſe, quomodo adoleſcentulus | 
Meretricum ingenia & mores poſſit noſcere : 
Matur? ut cum cognorit perpetud ederit. 3 
k ge Ter. Eun. Act. 5. Sc. 4 


I look upon it as my maſter- piece, that I have ſound 


out how a young fellow may know the diſpoſition 
and behaviour of harlots, and by early knowing come 


to deteſt them. 


indulgence to deſires which are natural to all, 


85 N vice or wickedneſs which people fall into from 


2 ought to place them below the compaſſion of the 
virtuous part of the world; which indeed often makes 
me a little apt to ſuſpect the ſincerity of their virtue, 


_ Who 
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who are too warmly provoked at other peoples perſonal 


fins. The unlawful commerce of the ſexes is of all 
other the hardeſt to avoid ; and yet there is no one which 


you ſhall hear the rigider part of womankind ſpeak of 
with ſo little mercy. It is very certain that a modeſt 


woman cannot abhor the breach of chaſtity too much; 


but pray let her hate it for herſelf, and only pity it in 


others. Witt Hoxeycoms calls theſe over-offended 
Ladies, the outrageouſly virtuous. b | 


l do not deſign to fall upon failures in general, with 


relation to the gift of chaſtity, but at preient only en- 


ter upon that __ field, and begin with the conlide- 


ration of poor and publick whores. The other evening 


paſſing along near Covent-Garden, I was jogged on the 
elbow as I turned into the piazza, on the right hand 
coming out of Tames-ftreet, by a ſlim young girl of 


about ſeventeen, who with a pert air aſked me it I was 


for a pint of wine. I do not know but I ſhould have | 
indulged my curioſity in having ſome chat with her, 


but that I am informed the man of the Bumper knows 


me; and it would have made a ſtory for him not very 


_ agreeable to ſome part of my writings, though I have in 
others ſo frequently ſaid that I am wholly unconcerned 
in any ſcene I am in, but merely as a ſpectator. This 


impediment being in my way, we ſtood under one of 


the arches by twilight; and there I could obſerve as ex- 

act features as I had ever ſeen, the molt agreeable ſhape, 
the fineſt neck and boſom, in a word, the whole perion 
of a woman exquiſitely beautiful. She affected to allure 
me with a forced wantonneſs in her look and air; but 


I ſaw it checked with hunger and cold: Her eyes were 
wan and eager, her dreſs thin and tawdry, her mien 
genteel and childiſh. This flrange figure gave me much. 


anguiſh of heart, and to avoid being ſeen with her I 
went away, but could not forbear giving her a crown. 
The poor thing ſighed, curtfied, and with a bleſſing ex- 


his creature is what they call zewly come upon the town, 


but who, I ſuppoſe, falling into cruel hands was left in 


the firſt month from her diſhonour, and expoſed to paſs 
through the hands and diſcipline of one of thoſe hags 


of hell whom we call bawds. But leſt I ſhould grow too 


ſuddenly 


reſſed with the utmoſt vehemence, turned from me. 
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ſuddenly grave on this ſubject, and be myſelf outrage- 
oufly good. I ſhall turn to a ſc ene of one of Fletcher's 
plays, where this character is drawn, and the oecono- 
my of whoredom moſt admirably defcribed. The paſ- 
ſage I would point to is in the third ſcene of the ſecond 


act of The Humoreus Lieutenant. Leucippe who is agent 
for the King's luſt, and bawds at the ſame time tor the 
whole court, is very pleaſantly introduced, reading her 


minutes as a perſon of buſineſs, with two maids, her 


under- ſecretaries, taking jinſtructions at a table before 


her. Her women, both thoſe under her preſent tute- 


lage, and thoſe which ſhe is laying wait for, are alpha- 
betically ſet down in her book; and ſhe is looking over 


the letter C, in a muttering voice, as if between ſoli- 


loquy and ſpeaking out, ſhe ſays, 


Hier maidenhead will yield me; let me ſee mo; 
She is mot fifteen they ſay: For her complexion 
Cloe, Cloe, Cloe, here I hawe ber, © 
Cloe, the daughter of a country Gentleman; 

Hler age upon fifteen. Now her complexion, 

A lovely brown ; here "tis; eyes black and rolling, 
9 he body neatly built ; ſhe ſtrikes a lute well, 
Sings moſt enticingly : Theſe helps conſider dg 

Iller maidenhead awill amount to ſome three hundred, 

Or three hundred and fifty crewons, *rwiil bear it hand- 
Her Sn poor, ſome little ſhare dedutted, | /omly, 
70 buy him a hunting Nag 1 


Theſe creatures are very well inſtructed in the cir- 
cumſtances and manners of all who are any way related 
to the fair one whom they have a deſigu upon. As Clas 
is to be purchaſed with 350 crowns, and the father 
taken off with a pad; the merchant's wife next to her, 
whoabounds in plenty, is not to have downright money, 
but the mercenary part of her mind is engaged with a 


1 | preſent of plate anda little ambition. She is made to un- 
derſtand that it is a young man of quality who dies for 


her. The examination of a young girl for buſineſs, and the 


crying down her value for being a ſlight thing, together 
with every other circumſtance in the ſcene, are inimi- 
tably excellent, and have the true ſpirit of comedy 


though 
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though it were to be wiſhed the author had added a cir- 
cumſtance which ſhould make Leucippe's baſeneſs more 
_ odious. 15 N | NOS 
It muſt not be thought a digreſſion from my intend- 
ed ſpeculation, to talk of bawds in a diſcourſe upon 
wenches; for a woman of the town is not thoroughly 
and properly ſuch, without having gone through the 
education of one of theſe houſes. But the compaſſionate | 
caſe of very many is, that they are taken into ſuch hands 
without any the leaſt ſuſpicion, previous temptation, or 
admonition to what place they are going. The laſt week 
] went to an inn in the city to inquire for fome provi- | 
ſions which were ſent by a waggon out of the country; 
and as I waited in one of the boxes till the chamberlain 
had looked over his parcel, I heard an old and a young 
voice repeating the queſtions and reſponſes of thechurch- | 
catechiſm. I thought it no breach of good - manners to 
peep at a creviſe, and look in at people ſo well employ- 
ed; but who ſhould I ſee there but the moſt artful pro- 


ceureſs in the town, examining a moſt beautiful country- | 


girl, who had come up in the ſame waggon with my 
things, Whether ſhe was well educated, could forbear 
playing the wanton with ſervants and id!e fellows, of awhich 
this town, ſays ſhe, is too full: At the lame time, avhe- 
ther fhe knew enough of breeding, as that if a Squire or a 
Gentleman, or one that ævas her betters, ſhould give her a | 
civil ſalute, ſhe ſhould curteſy and be humble, nevertheleſs. 

Her innocent for/ooths, yes's, and't pleaſe you's, and foe 


aueuld do her endeavour, moved the good old Lady to 11 


take her out of the hands of a country bumkin her 
brother, and hire her for her own maid. J ſtaid till I 
ſaw them all marched out to take coach; the brother 
loaded with a great cheeſe, he prevailed upon her to 
take for her civilities to his ſiſter. This poor creature's 
fate is not far off that of her's whom I ſpoke o& above, 
and it is not to be doubted, but after ſhe has been long 
enough a prey to luſt ſhe will be delivered over to fa- | 
mine. The ironical commendation of the induſtry and 
charity of theſe antiquated Ladies, theſe directors of ſin, 
after they can no longer commit it, makes up the beau- 
ty of the inimitable dedication to the Plain-Dealer, and 
is a maſter piece oi rallery on this vice. But to _ 1 
— $ as tan 


is not Areas, or Eve Helen. 
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Rand all the purlues of this game the better, and to 
illuſtrate this ſubje& in future diſcourſes. I muſt ven- 
ture myſelf, with my friend WII I into the haunts of 
beauty and galantry; from pampered vice in the habi- 
tations of the wealthy, to diſtreſſed indigent wicked- 


| nels expelled the harbours of the brothel. | = 
GSS ee 
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— 


Cedite Romani ſeriptores cedite Gra. 
;  ._ Propert, El. 34. lib. 2. ver. 65. 
Give place, ye Roman, and ye Grecian Wits. 


* Te is nothing in nature ſo irkſome as gene- 


neral diſcourſes, eſpecially when they turnchiefly 
upon words. For this reaſon I ſhall wave the 


diſcuſſion of that point which was ſtarted ſome years 
ſince, whether Milton's paradiſe Loft may be called an 
| heroic poem? Thoſe who will not give it that title, 
may call it (if they pleaſe) a Divine Pcem. It will be 
| ſufficient to its perfection, if it has in it all the beauties 
of the higheſt kind of poetry; and as for thoſe who al- 
ledge it is not an heroic poem, they advance no more 


to the diminution of it, than if they ſhould ſay Adam 
I ſhall therefore examine it by the rules of epic poe- 
try, and ſee whether it falls ſhort of the Iliad or Enid, 


$ in the beauties which are eſſenti al to that kind of writ- 


ing. The firſt thing to he conſidered in an epic poem, 


is the fable, which is perfect or imperfect, according as 

the action which it relates is more or leſs ſo. This ac- 
tion ſhould have three qualifications in it. Firſt, It 
ſhould be but one action. Secondly, It ſhould be an 


intire action; and Third!y, It ſhould be a great action. 
To conſider the action of the 7/:at, ueid, and Paradiſe 


_ Loft, in theſe three ſeveral lights. Homer to preſerve 


the unity of his action haſtens into the midſt of things, 
as Horace has obſerved: Had he gone up to Leda's egg, 
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begun much later even at the rape of Helen, or the in- 
_ veſting of Troy, it is manifeſt that the ſtory of the poem | 
would have been a ſeries of ſeveral actions. He there- 
fore opens his poem with the diſcord of his princes, and: 
artfully interweaves, in the ſeveral ſucceeding parts of 
It, an account of every thing material which relates to 
them, and had paſſed before that fatal diſſenſion. After 
the ſame manner Zzeas, makes his firſt appearance in 
the Tzrrhene ſeas, and within ſight of aq, becauſe the 
action propoſed to be celebrated was that of his ſettling 
himſelf in Latium. But becauſe it was neceſſary for the 
reader to know what had happened to him in the taking 
of Troy, and in the preceding parts of his voyage, Vigil 
makes his hero relate it by way of epiſode in the ſecond 
and third books of the AZxeid. The contents of both 
Which books come before thoſe of the firſt book in the 
thread of the ſtory, though for preſerving of this unity of 
action they follow them in the diſpoſition of the poem. 
Milton, in imitation of theſe two great poets, opens his 
Paradiſe Loft, with an infernal council plotting the fall 
of man, which is the action he propoſed to celebrate 
and as for thoſe great actions, which preceded in 
point of time, the battle of the angels, and the crea- 
tion of the world, (which would have intirely deſtroy- 
ed the unity of his principal action, had he related 
them in the ſame order that they happened) he caſt 
them into the fifch, ſixth, and ſcventh books, by wax 
of epiſode to this noble poemn. TW 
Ariſtotle himſelf allows, that Homer has nothing to 
| boaſt of as to the unity of his fable, though at the tame 
time that great critick and philoſopher endeavours to 
palliate this imperfection in the Greet Poet by im- 
puting it in ſome meaſure to the very nature of an epic 


m. Some have been of opinion, that the #neid alſo | 


bours in this particular, and has epiſodes which may 
be looked upon as excreſcencies rather than as parts of 


the action. On the contrary, the poem, which we i 


| have now under our conſideration, hath no other epi- 
ſodes than ſuch as naturally ariſe from the ſubje&, and 
yet is filled with ſuch a multitude of aſtoniſhing inci- 
dents, that it gives us at the ſame time a pleaſure 
of the greateſt variety, and of the greateſt ſimpli- 
By __ 


de ga? re | 
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city; uniſorm in its nature, though diverſiſied in the 
execution. | 

I muſt obſerve alſo, that as Virgil, in the poem which 
was defigned to celebrate the original of the Roman Eme 
pire, has deſcribed the birth of its great rival, the Car- 


' thaginian commonwealth : Milton, with the like art in 


his poem on the Fall of Mar, has related the fall of thoſe 
angels who are his profeſſed enemies. Beſides the many 
other beauties in ſuch an epiſode, its running parallel 
with the great action of the poem hinders it from break- 


ing the unity ſo much as another epiſode would have 

done, that had not ſo great an affinity with the princi- 
pal ſubject. In ſhort, this is the ſame kind of beauty 
which the criticks admire in The Spaniſh Frier, or The 
Double Diſcovery, where the two different plots look like 


counter-parts and copies of one another. Pp 
The ſecond qualification required in the action of 


an epic poem, is, that it ſhould be an entire action: An 


action is entire when it is complete in all its parts; or, 
as Ariſtotle deſcribes it, when it conſiſts of a beginning, 
a middle, and an end. Nothing ſhould go before it, te 
intermixed with it, or follow after it, that is not related 


to it. As on the contrary, no ſingle ſtep ſhould be 
omitted in that juſt and regular proceſs which it muſt. 


be ſuppoſed to take from its original to its conſumma- 


tion. Thus we ſee the anger of Achilles in its birth, 
its continuance and effects; and Aneas's ſettlement in 


Ttaly, carried on through all the oppoſitiors in his way 
to it both by ſea and land. The action in Milton excels 
(I think) both the former in this particular; we ſee it 


contrived in hell, executed upon earth, and puniſhed 


by heaven. The parts of it are told in the moſt diſ- 


| tin manner, and grow out of one another in the moſt 
natural method. l | | 5 | 


The third qualification of an epic poem is its Grea:- 
t. The anger of Achilles was of ſuch conſequence, 
that it embroiled the Kings of Greece, deſtroyed the 
| heroes of Troy, and engaged all the gods in —— : 
| eneas's ſettlement in Dah produced the Cæſars, and 

gave birth to the Reman Empire. M:l:on's ſubject was 

ſtill greater than either of the former; it does not de - 
termine the fate of ſingle perſons or nations, but of a 
= f e | whole 
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together for the deſtruction of mankind, which they 


effected in part, and would have completed, had not 


Omnipotence itſelf interpoſed. The principle actors 
are man in his greateſt perfection, and woman in her 
| higheſt beauty. Their enemies are the fallen angels; 
The Meſſiah their friend, and the Almighty their pro- 


tector. In ſhort, every thing that is great in the whole | 


circle of being, whether within the verge of nature, or 


out of it, has a proper part aſſigned it in this noble | 


m. 5 | | 
In poetry, as in architecture, not only the whole, but 
the principal members, and every part of them, ſhould 


f be great. I will not preſume to ſay, that the book of 


games in the Hneid, or that in the //zad are not of this 
nature, or to reprehend 7';rgis ſimile of the top, and 
many other of the ſame kind in the 7liad, as liable to 
any cenſure in this particular; but I think we may ſay, 
without derogating from thoſe wonderful performances, 
that there is an unqueſtionable magniticence in every 
part of Paradiſe Loft, and indeed a much greater than 
could have been formed upon any pagan ſyitem. 
But 4ri//otle, by the greatneſs of the action, does not 
only mean that it ſhould be great in its nature, but al- 
ſo in its duration, or in other words that it ſhould have 
a due length in it, as well as what we properly call 
reatneſs. The juſt meaſure of this kind of magnitude, 
be explains by the following ſimilitude. An animal, 


no bigger than a mite, cannot appear perfect to the eye, 
becauſe the fight takes it in at once, and has only a 


confuſed idea of the whole, and not a diftin& idea of 
all its parts ; if on the contrary you ſhould ſuppoſe an 

animal of ten thouſand furlongs in length, the eye 
would be ſo filled with a ſing le part of it, that it could 
not give the mind an idea of the whole. What theſe 


animals are to the eye, a very ſhort or a very long ac- | 


tion would be to the memory. The firſt would be, as 


it were, loſt and ſwallowed up by it, and the other dif- 
ficult to be contained in it. Homer and Virgil have | 
 ſhewn their principle art in this particular; the ation | 


of the /liad, and that of the Zzxecid, were in themſelves 
exceeding ſhort, but are ſo beautifully extended ane” * 
3 3 ü verſified 
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whole ſpecies. The united powers of hell are joined 


2 
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verſi fied by the invention of Epi/ode;, and the machinery 


| of gods, with the like poetical ornaments, that they make 


up an agreeable ſtory, ſufficient to employ the memory 


without overcharging it. Milton's action is enriched 


with iuch a variety of circumſtances, that I have taken 
as much pleaſure in reading the contents of his books, as 
in the beſt invented ſtory J ever met with. It is poſſible, 
that the traditions, on which the Liad and nid were 


built, had more circumſtances in them than the hiſtory 


of the Fall of Man, as it is related in ſcripture. Beſides, 
it was eaſier for Homer and Virgil to daih the truth with 


fiction, as they were in no danger of offending the re- 


ligion of their country by it. But as for Milton, he had 
not only a very few circumftances upon which to raiſe 
his poem, but was alſo obliged to proceed with the 
greateſt caution in every thing that he added out of his 
own invention. And, indeed, notwithſtan ling all the 

reſtraints he was under, he has filled his ſtory with ſo 
many ſurpriſing incidents, which bear fo cloſe an ana- 
logy with what is delivered in holy writ, that it is 


capable of pleaſing the moft delicate reader, without 


giving offence to the moſt ſcrupulous. 5 


The modern criticks have collected from ſeveral hints 
in the Iliad and Æneid the ſpace of time, which is taken 


up by the action of each of thoſe poems: but as a 


22 of Milton's ſtory was tranſacted in regions that 


lie out of the reach of the ſun and the ſphere of day, 
it is impoſſible to gratify the reader with ſuch a calcu- 
lation, which indeed would be more curious than in- 
ſtructive; none of the criticks, either ancient or me- 
dern, having laid down rules to circumſcribe the ac- 


tion of an epic poem with any determined number of 


Fears, days or hours. 


This piece of criticiſm on Milton's Paradiſe Loſt ſpall 


Le carriei on in the fullowing Saturdays pe TT. 


Monday, 
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' Mr. SpeEcCrTarOR, 4 
C7 OUR diſcourſe of the 29th of December on 
* love and marriage is of ſo uſeful a kind, that I 
cannot forbear adding my thoughts to yours on that 
ſubjet. Methinks it is a misfortune, that the mar- 
riage ſtate, which in its own nature 1s adapted to give 
us the completeſt happineſs this life is capable of, 
* ſhould be ſo uncomfortable a one to ſo many as it 


| © daily proves. But the miſchief generally proceeds 


from the unwiſe choice people make for themſelves, 
and an expectation of happineſs from things not ca- 
© pable of giving it. Nothing but the good qualities 


| © of the perſon beloved can be a foundation for a love 
of judgment and diſcretion; and whoever expects 


* happineſs from any thing but virtue, wiſdom, good- 


is | © humour, and a ſimilitude of manners, will find them- 


_ * ſelves widely miſtaken. 


But how few are there who 
* ſeek after theſe things, and do not rather make riches 
their chief if not their only aim? How rare is it for a 


||} © man, when he engages himſelf in the thoughts of 
marriage, to place his hopes of having in ſuch a wo- 


man a conſtant, agreeable companion? One who will 
divide his cares and double his joys ? Who will ma- 
nage that ſhare of his eſtate he intruſis to her con- 
duct with prudence and frugality, govern his houſe 


with occonomy and diſcretion, and be an ornament 

* to himſelf and family? Where ſhall we find the man 
| © who looks out for one who places her chief happineſs 
in the practice of virtue, and makes her duty her 


* continual pleaſure ? No; men rather ſeek for moncv 
* as the complement of all their defires ; and regardle:s 
of what kind of wives they take, they think riches 


| * will be a miniſter to all kind gf pleaſures, and enable 


them to keep miſtreſſes, hor:es, hounds, to drink, 


_* feaſt, and | coy with their companions, pay their debts 
| © contracte 


by former extravagancies, or ſome ſuch 
vile and unworthy end; and indulge themſelves in 


| * pleaſures which are a ſhame and ſcandal to human 
| © nature. 


Now as for the women; how few of them 


are there who place the happineſs of their marriage 
in the having a wiſe and virtuous friend? One who 
Vet. IV. = 
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will be faithful and juſt to all, and conſtant and lov. 
ing to them? Who with care and diligence will 
look after and improve the eſtate, and without grudg- 
ing allow whatever is prudent and convenient? Ra- 
ther, how few are there who do not place their hap- 


pineſs in out-ſhining others in pomp and ſhow? And 
that do not think within themſelves when they have 
married ſuch a rich perſon, that none of their ac- | 


quaiatance ſhall appear ſo fine in their equipage, fo 
adorned in their perſons, or ſo magnificent in their 


furniture as themſelves ? thus their heads are filled 
with vain ideas; and I heartily wiſh I could ſay that 
equipage and ſhow were not the chief good of fo | 


many women as I fear it is. 


* After this manner do both ſexes deceive them- | 
ſelves, and bring reflexions and diſgrace upon the 
moſt happy and moſt honourable ſtate of life; where. | 
as if they would but corre their depraved taſte, mo- 


derate their ambition, and place their happineſs upon 


proper objects, we ſhould not find felicity in the mar. 


riage ſtate ſuch a wonder in the world as it now is. 


Sir, if you think theſe thoughts worth inſerting 


dreſs, and let them pa 


4: beauty, whoſe c 


among your own, be 7 to give them a better 
s abroad ; and you will oblige | 


Jour admirer, 
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A.B | 


A $1 was this day walking in the ſtreet, there 


happened to — by on the other ſide of the way 

arms were ſo attracting that it 
diew my eyes wholly on that fide, inſomuch that! 
neg le cted my own way, and chanced to run my noſe 


cauſe of my misfortune, which in my opinion was 


the greater aggravation of her crime. I being bu 


wiping off the blood which trickled down my face, 


had not time to acquaiat her with her ba barity F 


alſo with my reſolution, «iz. never to look out of 


my way for one of her ſex more: Therefore, that } 


directly againſt a poſt; which the Lady no ſooner pet 
ceived, but fell out into a fit of laughter, though at! 
the ſame time ſhe was ſenſible that herſelf was the | 


— a a toy 
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your humble ſervant may be revenged, he defires you 


THE SPECTATOR, 7 


© to inſert this in one of your next papers, which he 


_ © hopes will be a warning to all the reſt of the women- 


© gazers, as well as to poor ee 
"= DE Anthony Gape, 
Mr. SyECTATOR|2o FF VVV 
n I Deſire to know in your next, if the merry game 
: of The parſon has loft his cloke, is not mightily in 
vogue amongſt the fine Ladies this Chrifmas ; be- 
© cauſe I ſee they wear hoods of all colours, which I 


© ſuppoſe is for that purpoſe ; If it is, and you think it 


* proper, I will carry ſome of thoſe hoods with me to 
our Ladies in Toriſhire; becauſe they injoined me to 
* bring them ſomething from Landon that was ve 

* new. If you can tell any thing in which I can obey 
* their commands more agreeably, be pleaſed to in- 


| * form me, and you will xcremely oblige 


your humble ſervant. 


Mr. Sr TATOR, Orſird, Dee. 29. 


0 8¹ NC E you appear inclined to be a friend to the 
29 


diſtrefled, I beg you would aſſiſt me in an affair 


under which I have ſuffered very much. The reigning 
_ © toaſt of this place is Patctia; I have purſued her with 
the utmoſt diligence this twelve-month, and find no- 


* thing ſtands in my way but one who flatters her more 
© than I can. Pride is her favourite paſſion : therefore 


i if you would be fo far my friend as to make a favour- 


© able mention of her in one of your papers, I believe I 


_ © ſhould not fail in my addreſſes. "The icholars ſtar d in 


rows, as they did to be ſure in your time, at her 


© pew-door ; and ſhe has all the devotion paid to her 
| © by a croud of youths who are unacquainted with the 
© ſex, and have inexperience added to their paſſion : 
However, if it ſucceeds according to my vows, you 
will make me the happieſt man in the world, and the 
| * moſtobliged amongſtall = 2 


, your humble ſervants. 


D2 Me. 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Came to my miſtreſs's toilet this morning, for 
11 am admitted when her face is ſtark naked: 
ſhe * and cried Piſh when I ſaid a thing that 
I ſtole ; and I will be judged by you whether it was 
not very pretty. Madam, ſaid I, you ſhall forbear | 


but you cannot place a yours where it does not hide 
a beauty. e ""-— MAY 
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— Ovid. Ars Am. lib. 1. ver, 241, 
And brings our old ſimplicity again, | : 'D RYDEN, | 


TI Was this morning ſurpriſed with a great knocking 
| at the door, when my landlady's daughter 'came | 
up to me, and told me, that there was a man below | 

deſired to ſpeak with me. Upon my aſking her who | 

it was, the told me it was a very grave elderly perſon, _ 
but that ſhe did not know his name. I immediately 
went down to him, and found him to be the coachman 


that part of your dreſs ; it may be well in others, : 


of my worthy friend Sir Roc ER DE CoverLley. He 


told me that his maſter came to town lan night, and | 
would be glad to take a turn with me in Grazs-Jn 


walks. As I was wondring in myſelf what had K 


brought Sir Roc ER to town, not having lately received 


any letter from him, he told me that his maſter was : 


come up to get a ſight of Prince Eugene, and that he | 
deſired I would immediately meet him. 
Il was not a little pleaſed with the curiofity of the 
old Knight, though I did not much wonder at it, 
having heard him ſay more than once in private diſ- 
courſe, that he ones __ Prince Sage (for ſo the 
Knight | 


and is nota 
tice of the ſtrength which he ſtill exerts in his morning 
hems. | . 
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Knight always calls him) to be a greater man than 


Scanderbeg. 


I was no ſooner come into Gray-Inn walks, but I 


eard my friend upon the terrace hemming twice or 


_ thrice to himſelf with great vigour, for he loves to clear 


his pipes in good air (to make uſe of his own phraſe) 
ittle pleaſed with any one who takes no- 


I 'was touched with a ſecret joy at the Gght of the 
good old man, who before he ſaw me was engaged in 
converſation with a beggar-man that had aſked an aims 
of him. I could hear my friend chide him for not find- 


_ Ing out ſome work; but at the ſame time ſaw him put 
his hand in his pocket and give him fix-pence. 


Our ſalutations were very hearty on both ſides, con- 
fiſting of many kind ſhakes of the hand, and ſeveral 


fF affetionate looks which we cait upon one another. 
After which the Knight told me my good friend his 

_ chaplain was very well, and much at my ſervice, and 
that the Sunday b | 
able ſermon out of Dr. Barrew. I have left, fays 
| te, all my affairs in his hands, and being willing to 
lay an obligation upon him, have depoſited with him 


efore he had made a moſt incom- 


thirty marks, to be diſtributed among his poor pa- 


riſhioners. 


He then proceeded to acquaint me with the wel fare 


of Vill Wimble. Upon which he put his hand into his 


fob and preſented me in his name with a tobacco- 


ſtopper, telling me that Vill had been buſy all the be- 


ginning of the winter in turning great quantities of 


them; and that he made a preſent of one to every Gen- 


tleman in the country who has good principles, and 
ſmokes. He added, that poor Mill was at preſent un · 


' der great tribulation, for that Tom Touchy had taken 
the law of him for cutting fome hazel ſticks out of 
one of his hedges. 5 

Among other pieces of news which the Knight brought 


from his country-ſeat, he informed me that Moll White 
was dead; and that about a month after her death the 


uind was ſo very high, that it blew down the end of 
dne of his barns, But for my own part, ſays Sir 


D3z Rocer, 
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Nock R, I do not think that the old woman had any 


hand in it. 


He afterwards fell into an account of the diverkons 


which had paſſed in his houſe during the holidays; for 
Sir Roc ER, after the laudable cuſtom of his anceſtors, 
always keeps open houſe at Chriſtmas. I learned 
from him, that he had killed eight fat hogs for this 

ſe:ſon, that he had dealt about his chines very liberally 
among ſt his neighbours, and that in particular he had 


fent a ftring of hogs-puddings with a pack of cards to 


every poor family in the pariſh. I have often thought, 
{iys Sir RoGzs, it happens very well that Chri/imas 
mould fall out in the middle of winter. It is the moſt 
dead uncomfortable time of the year, when the poor 
people would ſuffer very much from their poverty and 
cold, if they had not good cheer, warm fires, and 
_ Chriimas Gembols to ſupport them. I love to rejoice 
their poor hearts at this ſeaſon, and to ſee the whole 
village merry in my great hall. I allow a double 


quantity of malt to my ſmall beer, and ſet it a run- 


ring for twelve days to every one that calls for it. 
I ave always a piece of cold beef and a mince-pye 


upon the table, and am wonderfully pleaſed to ſee my | 


_ tenants paſs away a whole evening in playing their in- 


nocent tricks, and ſmutting one another. Our friend 


Mill Wimdie is as merry as any of them, and ſhews a 
_ Uwuſand roguiſh tricks upon theſe occaſions. 


I was very much delighted with the reflexion of 


my old friend, which carried ſo much goodneſs in it. 
He then Janched out into the yn of the late a 
of parliament for ſecuring the Church of England, and 


told me, with great ſatisfaction, that he believed ii 


already began to take eſſect. for that a rigid diſſenter 


who chanced to dine at his houſe on Chriffmas * 


had been obſerved to eat very plentifully of his plum 


ySSSꝓSꝙCh%: 8 
After having diſpatched all our country matters, Sit 


| Roctr made ſeveral inquiries concerning the clab, 
and particularly of his old antagoniſt Sir Ab 
FazerorT. He aſked me with a kind of a ſmile, 


whether Sir Anpaew had not taken the 9 
of his abſence, to vent among them ſome of his repu 


N 269 


matters. 
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lican doctrines; but ſoon after gathering up his coun- 
te nance into a more than ordinary ſeriouſneſs, tell me 
truly, ſays he, don't you think Sir Anprew had a 
hand in the "ge proceſion——but without giving 


me time to anſwer him, Well, well, fays he, I know 


you are a wary man, and do not care to talk of publick 


The Knight then aſked me, if I had ſeen Prince 


Eugenio, and made me promiſe to get him a ſtand in 


ſome convenient place where he might have a full fight 


of that extraordinary man, whoſe preſence does ſo 
much honour to the Britiſh nation. He dwelt very 


long on the praiſes of this great General, and I found 


that, fince I was with him in the country, he had 


drawn many obſervations together out of his reading, in 
Baker's chronicle, and other authors, who always lie 


in his hall window, which very much redound to the 
honour of this Prince. e 1 8 


Having paſſed away the greateſt part of the morning 
in hearing the Knight's reflexions, which were partly 
private, and partly political, he aſked me if I would 
moke a pipe with him over a diſh of coffee at Squire's. 


As I love the old man, I take delight in complying 


with every thing that is agreeable to him, and accord- 


ingly waited on him to the coffee-houſe, where his ve- 


nerable figure drew upon us the eyes of the whole room. 
He had no ſooner ſeated himſelf at the upper end of the 
high table, but he called for a clean pipe, a paper of 
tobacco, a diſh of coffee, a wax-candle, and the Syp- 


plement, with ſuch an air of chearfulneſs and good-hu- 
mour, that all the boys in the coffee-room (who ſeemed 


to take pleaſure in may him) were at once employed 
on his ſeveral errands, inſomuch that no body elſe could 


come at a diſh of tea, until the Knight had got all his 
conveniencies about him. L 
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Diſcit enim citiue, meminitque libentius illul, 
uod quis at rides, quam quod probat —— 


Hor. Ep. 1. lib. 2. ver. 262. 1 


For what's derided by the cenſuring crowd, 
Is thought on more than what is juſt and good. 
e . 


the play the laſt time The Scornful Lady was acted. 
So great an aſſembly of Ladies placed in gradual rows 
in all the ornaments of jewels, filks, and colours, gave 
ſo lively and gay an impreſſion to the heart, that me- 
thought the ſeaſon of the year was vaniſhed ; and I did 


not think it an ill expreſſion of a young fellow who 


ſtood near me, that called the boxes thoſe beds of tu- 
lips. It was a pretty variation of the proſpect, when any 


one of theſe fine Ladies roſe up and did honour to her- | 
ſelf and friend at a diſtance, by curtſying ; and gave | 


opportunity to that friend to ſhew her charms to the 
fame advantage in returning the ſalutation. Here that 
action is as proper and graceful, as it is at church un- 
becoming and impertinent. By the way, I muſt take the 
liberty to obſerve that I did not ſee any one who is uſu- 


ally ſo full of civilities at church, offer at any ſuch in- 


decorum during any part of the action of the play. Such 


beautiful proſpects gladden our minds, and when conſi- 


dered in general, give innocent and pleaſing ideas. He 
that dwells upon any one object of beauty may fix his 


imagination to his diſquiet; but the contemplation of | 
a whole aſſembly together, is a defence againſt the in-. 


croachment of deſire: At leaſt to me, who have taken 


Pains to look at beauty abſtracted from the conſideration . 


of its being the object of deſire; at power, only as it 
ſits upon another, without any hopes of partaking ; any 


Do not know that I have been in greater delight for | 
I thcſe many years, than in beholding the boxes at 
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ſhare of it; at wiſdom and capacity, without any pre- 
tenſions to rival or envy its acquiſitions: I ſay to me, 
who am really free from forming any hopes by behold- 
ing the perſons of beautiful women, or warming myſelf 


into ambition from the ſucceſſes of other men, this 


world is not only a mere ſcene, but a very pleaſant one. 


Did mankind but know the freedom which there is in 


keeping thus aloof from the world, I ſhould have more 
imitators, than the powerfulleſt man in the nation has 
followers. To be no man's rival in love, or competi- 
tor in bufineſs, is a character which if it does not re- 
commend you as it ought to benevolence among thoſe 


whom you live with, yet has it certainly this effect, that 
| you do not ſtand ſo much in need of their approbation, 
as you would if you aimed at it more, in ſetting your 


heart on the ſame things which the generality dote on. 


By this means, and with this eaſy philoſophy, I am ne- 


ver leſs at a play than when I am at the theatre; but in- 


_ deed I am ſeldom ſo well pleaſed with action as in that 
place; for moſt men follow nature no longer than while 
they are in their night-gowns, and all the buſy part of 

the day are in characters which they neither become nor 
act in with pleaſure to themſelves or their beholders. 


But to return to my Ladies: I was very well pleaſed to 


ſee ſo great a crowd of them aſſembled at a play, v here- 
in the heroine, as the phraſe is, is ſo juſt a picture of 


the vanity of the ſex in tormenting their admirers. The 
Lady who pines for the man whom ſhe treats with ſo 
much impertinence and inconſtancy, is drawn with 


much art and humour, Her reſolutions to be extreme- 
ly civil, but her vanity _—_ juſt at the inſtant that 


ſhe reſolved to expreſs herſelf kindly, are deſcribed as 


by one who had ſtudied the ſex. But when my admi- 

ration is fixed upon this excellent character, and two or 

three others in the play, I muſt confels I was moved 

with the utmoſt indignation at the trivial, ſenſeleſs, 

and unnatural . aocaracl of the chaplain, It is 

5 2 there may be a pedant in holy orders, and ue 
1a 


have ſeen one or two of them in the world; but ſuch 
_ a driveler as Sir Roger, ſo bereft of all manner of price, 
- Which is the characteriſtick of a pedant, is what one 
would not believe could come into the head of the 

D 5 ſamc 
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ſame man who drew the reſt of the play. The meeting 


between Ilford and him ſhews a wretch without any 
notion of the dignity of his function; and it is out of 
all common ſenſe that he ſnould give an aceount of him- 
ſelf as one /ert four or five miles in a morning on foot for eggs. 
It is not to be denied, buthis part and that of the maid, 
whom he makes love to, areexcellently well performed; 
but a thing which is blameable in itſelf, grows ſtill more 
ſo by the ſucceſs in the execution of it. It is ſo mean 
a thing to gratify a looſe age with a ſcandalous repre- 


ſentation of what is reputable among men, not to 


ſay what is ſacred, that no beauty, no excellence in an 
author ought to atone for it; nay, ſuch excellence is 
an aggravation of his Bun. and an argument that 
he errs againſt the conviction of his own underſtanding 
and conſcience. Wit ſhould be tried by this rule, 
and an audience ſhould riſe againſt ſuch a ſcene as 
throws down the reputation of any thing which the 


_ conſideration of religion or decency ſhould preſerve | 


from contempt. But all this evil ariſes from this one 
corruption of mind, that makes men reſent offences 
againſt their virtue, leſs than thoſe againſt their under- 


ſtanding. An author ſhall write as if he thought there 


was not one man of honour or woman of chaſtity in the 
| houſe, and come off with applauſe: For an inſult upon 
all the ten commandments with the little criticks, is 
not ſo bad as the breach of an unity of time or place. 

Half wits do not apprehend the miſeries that muſt ne- 
ceſſarily flow from degeneracy of manners; nor do they 


know that order is the ſupport of ſociety. Sir Roger | 
and his miſtreſs are monſters of the poet's own form- 


ing; the ſentiments in both of them are ſuch as do not 
ariſe in fools of their education. We all know that a 
_ filly ſcholar, inſtead of being below every one he meets 


with, is apt to be exalted above the rank of ſuch as are 


really his ſuperiors: His arrogance is always founded 
upon particular not ions of diſtinction in his own head, 


accompanied with a pedantick ſcorn of all ſortune and 


re- eminence, when compared with his knowledge and 
learning. This very one chi raCter of Sir Roger, as filly 
as it really is, has done more towards the diſparage - 


ment ot holy orders, and conſequently of virtue itſelf, 
than all the wit that author or any other could make 2 
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for in the conduct of the longeſt life after it. I do not 


pretend, in ſaying this, to give myſelf airs of more 


virtue than my neighbours, but aſſert it from the prin- 
ciples by which mankind muſt always be governed. 
Sallies of imagination are to be overlooked, when they 
are committed out of warmth in the recommendation 


of what is praiſe-worthy ; but a deliberate advancing 


of vice, with all the wit in the world, is as ill an 


Action as any that comes before the magiſtrate, and 


ought to be received as ſuch by the people. T. 


2 


e Virg. Eo. 4. ver. 701. 
Drawing a thouſand colours from the light. 
e e Davon x. 


correſpondents, firſt, as they ſhew'me which of my 
papers are moſt acceptable to them; and in the next 
place as they furniſh me with materials for new ſpecu- 
ations. Sometimes indeed I do not make uſe of the 


| Receive a double advantage from the letters of my 


letter itſelf, but form the hints of it into plans of my 


own invention ; ſometimes I take the liberty to change 


the language or r into my own way of ſpeaking 


and thinking, and always (if it can be done without 


prejudice to the ſenſe) omit the many compliments and 


applauſes which are uſually beſtowed upon me. 
Beſides the two advantages above-mentioned which 


L receive from the letters that are ſent me, they give 


me an opportunity of lengthening out my paper by 
the ſkilful management of the lub * 


cribing part at the 


F end of them, which perhaps does not a little conduce 
to the eaſe, both of myſelf and reader. . 

Some will have it, that I often write to myſelf, and 

| ain the only punctual correſpondent I have. This ob- 
jection would indeed be material, were the letters I com- 
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municate to the publick ſtuffed with my own commen- | 
dations; and if inſtead of endeavouring to divert or in- « 

ſtruct my readers, I admired in them the beauty of my | 


of 
own performances. But I ſhall leave theſe wiſe con- ie 
jecturers to their own 2 and produce the } « 
three following letters for the entertainment of the day. 
8 7 R, TS | e | 


«@ & 


I Was laſt Thur/day in an aſſembly of Ladies, where 
I there were thirteen different coloured hoods. Your . 
Spectator of that day lying upon the table, they or- | 1 
dered me to read it to them, which I did with a very | 
clear voice, until I came to the Greek verſe at the end 
of it. I muſt confeſs I was a little ſtartled at its pop- 
ping upon me ſo unexpectedly. However, I covered 
my confuſion as well as I could, and after having | 
© muttered two or three hard words to myſelf, hacked 
© heartily, and cried, A very good jeſt, faith. The La- 
« dies defired me to explain it to them ; but I begged 
their pardon for that, and told them, that if it had | 
been proper for them to hear, they might be ſure the | 
author would not have wrapped it up in Greek, Il | 
then let drop ſeveral expreſſions, as if there was ſome- | | 
thing in it that was not fit to be ſpoken beforea | 
company of Ladies. Upon which the matron of 
the aſſembly, who was dreſſed in a cherry-coloured 
hood, commended the diſcretion of the writer for | 
having thrown his filthy thoughts into Greet, which 
was likely to corrupt but few of his readers. At the |, 
« ſame time ſhe declared herſelf very well pleaſed, that | 
he had not given a deciſive opinion upon the new-fa- - 
* ſhioned hoods ; for to tell you truly, ſays ſhe, I was | 
afraid he would have made us aſhamed to ſhew our 
heads. Now, Sir, you muſt know, ſince this un- 
lucky accident happened to me in a company of La- 
dies, among whom | ;p aſſed for a moſt ingenious man, 
_ © have akin one who 1s well verſed in the Gret 
language, and he aſſures me upon his word, that | 
your late quotation means no more, than that Mar | 
ners and not dreſs are the ornaments of a woman. If this 
comes to the knowledge of my ſemale admirers, | | 
* ſhall be very hard put to it to bring myſelf off ou | 
el ſomly. 


SS K & a «a „ 


— 


| + ſcribe myſelf, 


F that his Lady is with child. The 
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* ſomly. In the mean while, I give you this account, 
| _ © that you may take care hereafter not to betray any 
of your well-wiſhers into the like inconveniences. 


It is in the number of theſe that I beg leave to ſub- 


| ; | | Tom Trippit. 
Mr. SerECTATOR, | 

6 Our readers are ſo well pleaſed with your cha- 
. raQer of Sir Rod ER DE CoveRLEy, that there 
* appeared a ſenſible joy in every coffee-houſe, upon 
© hearing the old Knight was come to town. I am now 


© with a knot of his admirers, who make it their joint 


© requeſt to you, that you would give us publick no- 
« tice of the window or balcony where the Knight in- 


- © tends to make his appearance. He has already given 
great ſatis faction to ſeveral who have ſeen him at 
© $quire's coffee-houſe. If you think fit to place your 


« ſhort face at Sir Rocer's left elbow, we ſhall take the 
hint, and gratefully acknowledge ſo great a favour. 
your moſt devoted humble ſervant, 

1 N e 
KF 3 
T7” Nowing at you are very inquiſittve after every 
N thing that is curious in nature, I will wait on 
« you if you pleaſe in the duſk of the evening, with 
amy Hoa upon my back, which I carry about with 


me in a box, as only conſiſting of a man, a woman, 
+ and an horſe. The two firſt are married, in which 


* ſtate the little cavalier has ſo well A himſelf, 

ig-bellied wo- 
man, and her huſband, with their whimfical palfry, 
are ſo very light, that when they are put together 


into a ſcale, an ordinary man may weigh down the 
© whole family. The little man 1s a bully in his na- 


ture; but when he grows cholerick I confine him to 
* his box until his wrath is over, by which means I have 
© hitherto prevented him from doing miſchief. His 
* horſe is likewiſe very vicious, for which reafon I am 
* forced to tie him cloſe to his manger with 7 
e ws . 
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thread. The woman is a coquette. She ſtruts as 
* much as it is poſſible for a Lady of two foot high, and 
would ruin me in filks, were not the quantity that 
goes to a large pin-cuſhion ſufficient to make her a 
C _oum and petticoat. She told me the other day, that 
© ſhe heard the Ladies wore coloured hoods, and order- 
ed me to get her one of the fineſt blue. Iam forced 
to comply with her demands while ſhe is in her pre- 
«* ſent condition, being very willing to have more of 
the ſame breed. I do not know what ſhe may pro- 
_ © duce me, but provided it be a fow I ſhall be very 
* well ſatisfied. Such novelties ſhould not, I think, be 
« concealed from the Britiſb Spectator; for which reaſon 
© I hope you will excuſe this preſumption in 


your moſt dutiful, moſt obedient, ' 
en humble ſervant, 


Ne 272 Friday, January 11. 


— Lenga et injuria, lo ma So 5 
Anbages = 25 : Virg. Zn. 1. ver. 345. 
Great is the injury, and long the tale. e 


Mr. SyECTaATOR, 


Ti occaſion of this letter is of ſo — t im- 
= 
6 


portance, and the circumſtances of it ſuch, 


that I know you will but think it juſt to in- 3 


« ſertit, in preference of all other matters that can pre- 


_ © ſent themſelves to your conſideration. I need not, af- | 
ter I have faid this, tell you that I am in love. The | 
© circumſtances of my paſſion I ſhall let you underſtand |] 
© as well as a diſordered mind will admit. That curſed | 

1 Mrs. Jane! Alas, I am railing at one to you 


þ 
© by her name as familiarly as if you were W 
| e Ns | with 


„ 2 


3231 Ge. a - a * + mt ov oy — 29 
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with her as well as myſelf : But I will tell you all, a 
faſt as the alternate interruptions of love and anger 
will give me leave, There is a moſt agreeable young 
woman in the world whom I am paſſionately in love 
with, and from whom I have for ſome ſpace of time 


received as great marks of favour as were fit for her 
to give, or me to deſire. The ſucceſsful progreſs of 
© the affair of all others the moſt eſſential towards a 
man's happineſs, gave a new life and ſpirit not only 


to my behaviour and diſcourſe, but alſo a certain 


grace to all my actions in the commerce of life in all 
things though never ſo remote from love. You know 


the predominant paſſion ſpreads itſelf through all a 


man's tranſactions, andexalts or depreſſes him accord- 
ing to the nature of ſuch paſſion. But alas! Thavenoe 


yet begun my * and what 1s making ſentences 
and obſervations when a man is pleading for his life? 
To begin then : This Lady has correſponded with me 
under the names of Love, ſhe my Belinda, I her Cle- 


* anthes. Though I am thus well got into the account 


of my affair, I cannot keep in the thread of it ſo much 


© as to give you the character of Mrs. Jane, whom I 


will not hide under a borrowed name; but let you 
know that this creature has been ſince I knew her very 
handſom, (though [ will not allow her even ſhe has 


* been for the future) and during the time of her bloom 


and beauty was fo great a tyrant to her lovers, ſo 
over-valued herſelf, and under-rated all her pretend- 
ers, that they have deſerted her to a man ; and ſhe 
knows no comfort but that common one to all in her 

condition, the pleaſure of interrupting the amours of 
others. It is impoſſible but you muſt have ſeen ſeveral 
of theſe volunteers in malice, who paſs their whole 
time in the moſt laborious way of life in getting in- 
telligence, running from place to place with new 
whiſpers, without reaping any other benefit but the 
hopes of making others as unhappy as themſelves. 


Mrs. Fane happened to be at a place where I, with 
many others well acquainted with my paſſion for Be. 


Linda, paſſed a Chriſtmas-evening. There was among 
© the reſt a young Lady, ſo free in mirth, ſo amiable in 
a juſt reſerve that accompanied it; I wrong her to call 


| * it 
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* it areſerve, but there appeared in her a mirth or chear- 
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* fulneſs which was not a forbearance of more immode- 


rate joy, but the natural appearance of all which 
could flow from a mind poſſeſſed with an habit of inno- 
cence and purity. I muſt utterly have forgot Belinda 
to have taken no notice of one who was growing up 


to the ſame womanly virtues which ſhine to perfection 


in her, had I not diſtinguiſhed one who ſeemed to 
promiſe to the world the ſame life and conduct with 
my faithful and lovely Belinda. When the company 
broke up, the fine young thing permitted me to take 
care of her home. Mrs. Jane ſaw my particular re- 
gard to her, and was informed of my attending her 
to her father's houſe. She came early to Belinda the 
next morning, and aſked if Mrs. Such-a- one had been 
with her ? No. If Mr. Such-a-one's Lady? No. Nor 
your coufin Such- a- one? No. Lord, ſays Mrs. Jane, 
what 1s the friendſhip of women ? Nay, they 
may laugh at it. And did no one tell you any thing 
of the behaviour of your lover Mr. What dye call 
laſt night? But perhaps it is nothing to you that he 
is to * married to young Mrs. — on Tue/day 
next? Belinda was here ready to die with rage and 
jealouſy. Then Mrs. Jane goes on: I have a young 
kinſman who is clerk to a great conveyancer, who 
ſhall ſhew you the rough draught of the marriage 
ſectlement. The world ſays her father gives him 
two thouſand pounds more than he could have with 


I went innocently to wait on Belinda as uſual, } 


ou. 

Lon was not admitted ; I writ to her, and my letter 
was ſent back unopened. Poor Betty her maid, who 
is on my fide, has been here juſt row blubbering, and 
told me the whole matter. She ſavs ſhe did not think 
I could be ſo baſe ; and that ſhe is now odious to her 
miſtreſs for having ſo often ſpoke well of me, that ſhe 
dare not mention me more. All our hopes are placed 
in having theſe circumſtances fairly repreſented in the 


SPECTATOR, which Betty ſays ſhe dare not but 

bring up as ſoon as it is brought in; and has pro- 
miſed when you have broke the ice to own this was 
laid between us: And when I can come to an hearing, 


the young Lady will ſupport what we ſay by her 


« teſti» | 
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« teſtimony, that I never ſaw her but that once in my 
« whole life. Dear Sir, do not omit this true relation, 
nor think it too particular; for there are crowds of 


« forlorn coquettes who intermingle themſelves with 


other Ladies, and contract familiarities out of ma- 
© lice, and with no other defign but to blaſt the hopes 
of lovers, the expectation of parents, and the bene- 
« yolence of kindred. I doubt not but I ſhall be, 
your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
„„  CLEANTHES. 


11 Will's Coffee-houſe, Fan. 10. 


3; T HE other day entering a room adorned with 
8 


the fair ſex, I offered, after the uſual manner, 


to each of them a kiſs ; but one, more ſcornful than 


© the reſt, turned her cheek. I did not think it proper 


P * to take any notice of it until I had aſked your advice. 


The correſpondent is defired to ſay which cheok the 


_ offender turned to him. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
From the pariſh-veſtry, Januar 9. 


A Ladies who come to church in the new-faſhioned 
hoods, are defired to be there before divine ſervice begins, 
leſt they divert the attention of the congregation. © 


5 Saturday, 
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— Notandi ſunt tibi mores. 


Note well the Manners. 


is Ariſtotle's method of conſidering, firſt the 
fable, and ſecondly the manners; or, as we generally 
call chem in Ezglifs, the fable and the charaQers, 
Homer has excelled all the heroic poets that ever 


wrote in the multitude and variety of his characters. 


Every God that is admitted into his poem, acts a part 


which would have been ſvitable to no other deity. His 


Princes are as much diſtinguiſhed by their manners, as 


by their dominions; and even thoſe among them, 


whoſe charaQters ſeem wholly made up of courage, dif- 


fer from one another as to the particular kinds of cou- 
rage in which they excel. In ſhort, there is ſcarce a 


ſpeech or action in the Ziad, which the reader may not 
aſcribe to the perſon that ſpeaks or acts, without ſee- 
Ing his name at the head of it. 


Homer does not wy outſhine all other poets in the 


variety, but alſo in the novelty of his characters. He 
has introduced among his Grecia princes a perſon who 
| had lived thrice the age of man, and converſed with 
 Theſeus, Hercules, Polyphemas, and the firſt race of heroes, 


His principal actor is the ſon of a goddeſs, not to men- 


tion the offspring of other deities, who have likewiſe 
a place in his poem, and the venerable Trojan prince, 
who was the father of ſo many kings and heroes. 'There 
is in theſe ſeveral characters of Homer, a certain dignity 
as well as novelty, which adapts them in a more pecu- 
liar manner to the nature of an heroic poem. r 
at the ſame time, to give them the greater variety, he 
has deſcribed a Vulcan, that is a buffoon among his 

gods, and a Ther/ires among his mortals. , 
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Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 1 56, 2 


Hz examined the action of Paradi/e Loft, let 


us in the next place conſider the actors. This 


Vini 
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Virgil falls inſinitely ſhort of Homer in the characters 
of his poem, both as to their variety and novelty. E- 


nas is indeed a perfect character, but as for Achates, 
though he is tiled the hero's friend, he does nothing in 


che whole poem which may deſerve that title; Gyas, 


Mneſtheus, Sergeſtus and Cloanthus, are all of them men of 


the ſame ſtamp and character. | 


| nn—_— Cf Gyan, fertemque Chantbun. 
There are indeed ſeveral natural incidents in the Part 


of A/canius; as that of Dido cannot be ſufficiently ad- 

mired. I do not ſee any thing new or particular in ur- 
u. Pallas and Evander are remote copies of Hector and 
Priam, as Lauſus and Mezentius are Ki 


moſt parallels to 
Pallas and Evander. The characters of Niſus and Eurya- 


| lus are beautiful, but common. We muſt not forget the 


parts of Sinon, Camilla, and ſome few others, which are 
fine improvements on the Greet poet. In ſhort, there 


is neither that variety nor novelty in the perſons of the 


LEneid, which we meet with in thoſe of the 1/iad. - 
If we look into the characters of Milton, we ſhall find 


that he has introduced all the variety his fable was ca- 

pable of receiving. The whole ſpecies of mankind was 
in two perſons at the time to which the ſubjeR of his 

poem is confined. We have, however, four diſtin cha- 


raQers in theſe two perſons. We ſee man and woman 


in the higheſt innocence and perfection, and in the moſt 


abje& ſtate of guilt and infirmity. The two laſt cha- 
raQters are, indeed, very common and obvious, but the 


two firſt are not only more magnificent, but more new 
than any characters either in Virgil or Homer, or indeed 
in the whole circle of nature. | 


Milten was ſo ſenſible of this defect in the ſubject of 
his poem, and of the few characters it would afford him, 


that he has brought into it two actors of a ſhadowy and 
 kQtitious nature, in the perſons of Six and Death, by 


which means he has wrought into the body of his fable 


a very beautiful and well-invented allegory. But not- 
withſtanding the fineneſs of this allegory may atone for 
tit in ſome meaſure; I cannot think that perſons of ſuck 


a Chimerical exiſtence are proper actors in an epic poem; 
| becauſe there is not that meaſure of probability annexed 


But the crafty Being I. have now mentioned, makes a 
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to them, which is requiſite in writings of this kind, as 1 
ſhall ſhew more at large hereafter. 
Virgil has, indeed, admitted Fame as an actreſs in the | 
Eneid, but the part ſhe acts is very ſhort, and none of 
the moſt admired circumſtances in that divine work. 
We find in mock-heroic poems, particularly in the D/ 
penſary and the Lutrin, ſeveral allegorical perſons of this 
nature, which are very beautiful in thoſe compoſitions, 
and may, perhaps, be uſed as an argument, that the 
authors of them were of opinion, ſuch characters might 
have a place in an epic work. For my own part I ſhould 
be glad the reader would think ſo, for the ſake of the 
poem I am now examining. and muſt further add, that 
jf ſuch empty unſubſtantial Beings may be ever made uſe 
of on this occaſion, never were any more nicely ima- 


| gined, and employed in more proper actions, than thoſe 
of which I am now ſpeaking. Sn 5 
Another principal actor in this poem is the great ene- 
my of mankind. The part of U es in Homer's Odyſſey 
is very much admired by Ariſtotle, as perplexing that 
fable with very agreeable plots and intricacies, not only 
by the many adventures in his voyage, and the ſubtilty 


of his behaviour, but by the varrious concealments and ” 


_ diſcoveries of his perſon in ſeveral parts of that poem. 


much longer voyage than U/y/ſes, puts in practice many | 


more wiles and ſtratagems, and hides himſelf under a 


greater variety of ſhapes and appearances, all of which | J 


are ſeverally detected, to the great delight and ſurpriſe | 
/ of the reader. | . 
We may likewiſe obſerve with how much art the 
poet has varied ſeveral characters of the perſons that 
ſpeak in his infernal aſſembly. On the contrary, how 
has he repreſented the whole Godhead exerting itſelf 


towards man in its full benevolence under the three- | 


fold diſtinction of a Creator, a Redeemer, and a Com- 
Nor muſt we omit the perſon of Raphae/, who, amidſt 
his tenderneſs and friendihip for man, ſhews ſuch a dig- 
nity and condeſcenſion in all his ſpeech and behaviour, 
as are ſuitable to a ſuperior nature. The angels are in- | 
deed as much diverſified in Mi/ton, and diſtin 1 3 


rent perſons, 
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their proper parts, as the gods are in Homer or Virgil. 
The reader will find nothing aſcribed to Uric/, Gabriel, 
Michael, or Raphael, which is not in a particular manner 
ſuitable to their reſpective characters. 1 
There is another circumſtance in the principal actors 
of the Jliad and Ænueid, which gives a peculiar beauty 


to thoſe two poems, and was therefore contrived with 
very great judgment. I mean the authors having choſen, 
| for their heroes, perſons who were ſo nearly related to 


the people for whom they wrote. Achilles was a Greek, 

and Zneas the remote founder of Rome. By this means 
their countrymen (whom they principally propoſed to 
themſelves for their readers) were particularly attentive 
to all the parts of their tory, and ſympathized with their 


| heroes in all their adventures. A Roman could not but 


rejoice in the eſcapes, ſucceſſes and victories of Æneas, 
and be grieved at any defeats, misfortunes or diſappoint- 


ments that befel him; as a Greet muſt have had the 


ſame regard for Achilles. And it is plain, that each of 
thoſe poems have loſt this great advantage, among thoſe 
readers to whom their heroes are as ſtrangers, or indiffe- 
| Milton's poem is admirable in this reſpect, fince it is 
impoſſible for any of its readers, whatever nation, coun- 


= try or people he may belong to, not to be related to the 


perſons who are the principal actors in it; but what is 
{till infinitely more to its advantage, the principal actors 


In this poem are not only our progenitors, but our repre- 


ſentatives. We have an actual intereſt in every thing 
they do, and no leſs than our utmoſt happineſs is con- 
cerned, and lies at flake in all their behaviour, 

TI ſhall ſubjoin as a corollary to the foregoing remark, 


_ an admirable obſervation out of 4ri/otle, which bath been 
very much miſrepreſented in the quotations of ſome mo- 


dern criticks. If a man of perfe&t and conſummate 
virtue falls into a misfortune, it raiſes our pity, but 


not our terror, becauſe we do not fear that it may 


be our own caſe, who do not reſemble the ſuffering 
« perſon.” But as that great philoſopher adds, if we 


© ſee a man of virtue mixt wich infirmities, fall into any 
| © misfortune, it does not only raiſe our pity but our ter- 
| * 707; becauſe we are afraid that the like misfortunes 


"map 
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may happen to ourſelves, who reſemble the character 


© of the ſuffering perſons. 
I ſhall take another opportunity to obſerve, that a per. 


ſon of an abſolute and conſummate virtue ſhould never 


be introduced in tragedy, and ſhall only remark in this 


place, that the 2 obſervation of Ariſtotle, though | 


it may be true in other occaſions, does not hold in this; 


| becauſe in the preſent cafe, though the perſons who fall | | 
into misfortune are of the moſt perfect and conſummate | 


virtue, it is not to be conſidered as what may poſſibly 
be, but what actually is our own caſe; ſince we are 
embarked with them on the ſame bottom, and muſt be 


partakers of their happineſs or miſery. 


In this, and ſome other very few inſtances, Ariſtot lis 
rules for epic poetry (which he had drawn from his 
reflexions upon Homer) cannot be ſuppoſed to quadrate 
exactly with the heroic poems which have been made 
ſince his time; ſince it is plain his rules would ſtill have 
been more perfect, could he have peruſed the E 
Which was made ſome hundred years after his death. 


In my next, I ſhall go through other parts of M. Vn 


m; and hope that what L ſhall there advance, as wel! 


as what I have already written, will not only ſerve as 21 


comment upon Milton, but upon Ariſtotle. 
CCWCCCCCCCC0CCCc LAS 
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E CC — 


Audire ef operæ pretium, — reel? OS 


Qui næcbis non vultis — 


All you, who think the city ne'er can thrive, 
Till ev'ry cuckold-maker's flay d alive, 
Attend. Fe 


. 1 A 


| 


fince I firſt took into my thoughts the preſent late of 
fornication) weighed with myſelf, in behalf of guilty 


females, the impulſes of fleſh and blood, together * | 


Hor. Sat. 2. lib. 1. ver. 37. 


Por. 


Have upon ſeveral occa ſions (that have occurred | 
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the arts and galantries of crafty men; and reflect with 


ſome ſcorn that moſt part of what we in our youth think 
gay and polite, is nothing elſe but an habit of indulging 

a pruriency that way. It will coſt ſome labour to 
bring people to ſo lively a ſenſe of this, as to recover the 
manly modeſty in the behaviour of my men readers, and 


| the baſhful grace in the faces of my women ; but in all 
| caſes which come into debate, there are certain things 


previouſly to be done before we can have a true _ 
into the ſubject matter; therefore it will, in the firſt 
place, be neceſſary to conſider the impotent wenchers 


And induſtrious hags, who are ſupplied with, and are 


conſtantly ſupplying, new ſacrifices to the devil of Juſt. 
You are to know then, if you are ſo happy as not to 
know it already, that the great havock which is made in 
the habitations of beauty and innocence, is committed 
by ſuch as can only lay waſte and not enjoy the ſoil. 

When you obſerve the preſent ſtate of vice and virtue, 


the offenders are ſuch as one would think ſhould have 


no impulſe to what they are purſuing ; as in buſineſs, you 
ſee ſometimes fools pretend to be knaves, ſo in pleaſure, 
you will find old men ſet up for wenchers. This latter 


| fort of men are the great baſis and fund of iniquity in 


the kind we are ſpeaking of: You ſhall have an old rich 
man often receive ſcrawls from the ſeveral quarters of 
the town, with deſcriptions of the new wares in their 


| hands, if he will pleaſe to ſend word when he will be 


waited on. This interview is contrived, and the innocent 


is brought to ſuch indecencies as from time to time ba- 


viſh ſhame and raiſe deſire. With theſe preparatives the 
hags break their wards by little and little, until they are 
brought to loſe all apprehenſions of what ſhall befal them 


in the poſſeſſion of younger men. It is a common poſt- 


ſcript of a hag to a young fellow whom ſhe invites to a 
new woman, She has, I afjure you, ſeen none but old Mr. 
Such- a- one. It pleaſes the old fellow that the nymph is 


brought to him unadorned, and from his bounty ſhe is 
accommodated with enough to dreſs her ſor other lovers. 


This is the moſt ordinary method of bringing beauty 


and poverty into the poſſe ſſion of the town: But the 


particular caſes of kind keepers, ſkilful pimps, and all 
others who drive a ſeparate trade, and are not in the 
| _ 1 5 general 
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general ſociety or commerce of fin, will require diſlinct 
conſideration. At the ſame time that we are thus ſevere 
on the abandoned, we are to repreſent the caſe of others 
with that mitigation as the circumſtances demand. Call. 
ing names does no good; to ſpeak worſe of any thing 
than it deſerves, does only take off from the credit of 
the accuſer, and has implicitly the force of an apol 

in the behalf of the perſon accuſed. We ſhall therefore, 
according as the circumſtances differ, vary our appella- 
tions of theſe criminals: Thoſe who offend only againſt 
themſelves, and are not ſcandalous to ſociety, but out of 
deference to the ſober part of the world, have ſo much 
d left in them as to be aſhamed, muſt not be huddled 
in the common word due to the worſt of women; but 


regard is to be had to their circumſtances when they fell, 
to the uneaſy perplexity under which they lived under 


ſenſeleſs and ſevere parents, to the importunity of po- 
verty, to the violence of a paſſion in its beginning well 
grounded, and all other alleviations which make unhappy 
women reſign the characteriſtick of their ſex, modeſty. 
To do otherwiſe than thus, would be to act like a pe-. 
dantick floick, who thinks all crimes alike, and not like | 
an impartial SPECTATOR, who looks upon them with | 
all the circumſtances that diminiſh or enhance the guilt, 
I am in hopes, if this ſubject be well purſued, women | 
will hereafter from their infancy be treated with an eve 


to their future ſtate in the world; and not have their 


tempers made too untractable from an improper ſourneſs 
or pride, or too complying from familiarity or forward- 


neſs contracted at their own houſes. After theſe hints 


on this ſubject, 1 ſhall end this paper with the following 


genuine letter; and deſire all who think they may be | 


concerned in future ſpeculations on this ſubject, to ſend 
in what they have to ſay for themſelves for ſome inci- 
_ dents in their lives, in order to have proper allowances 
made for their conduct. VVV 


Mr. SypECTaTOR, e 


HE ſabject of your yeſterday's paper is of fo 1 
0 great importance, and the thorough handling of | 


it may be ſo very uſeful to the preſervation of many 
an innocent young creature, that I think every one is 
| _ _ © obliged 
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0 obliged to furniſh you with what lights he can, to ex- 


« poſe the pernicious arts and praftices of thoſe unnatural 
« women called bawds, In order te this the incloſed is 
« ſent you, which 1s verbatim the copy of a letter written 
by a bawd of figure in this town to a noble Lord, 1 


have concealed the names of both, my intention being 


not to expoſe the perſons but the thing. 

5 3 

e e your humble ſervant, 
My Lord, es | 

I Having a great eſteem for your honour, and a better 

0 1 opinion of you than of any of the quality, makes 


me acquaint you of an affair that | hope will oblige 
you to know. I have a nicce that came to town about 


« a fortnight ago. [er parents being lately dead ſhe came 


© ty me, expecting to à found me in ſo good a condition 


* as to a ſet her up in a milliner's ſhop. Her father gave 


| 4 fourſcore pounds with her for five years: Her time is 


out, and ſhe is not ſixteen; as pretty a black gentle- 
woman as ever you ſaw, a little woman, which I know 
your Lorcſhip likes: well ſhaped, and as fine a com- 


" © plexion for red and white as ever I ſaw; I doubt not 
_ © but your Lordſhip will be of the ſame opinion. Ske 

| * defigns to go down about a month hence except I can 
provide for her, which I cannot at preſent ; Her father 


+ was one with whom all he had died with him, ſo the-e 


is four children left deſtitute; ſo if your Lordſhip thinks 
i * fit to make an appointment where I ſhall wait on you 


with my niece, by a line or two, I ſlay for your an- 


 *ſwer; for 1 have no place fitted up ſince I left my 

| * houſe, fit to entertain your honour. I told her ſhe 

mould go with me to ice a Gentleman a very good 
* triend of mine; ſo I deſire you to take no notice of 

| * my letter by reaſon ſhe is ignorant of the ways of the 

 * town. My Lord, I deſire if you meet us to come 


alone; for upon my word and honour you are the firſt 


} * that ever | mentioned her to. So | remain, 


your Lord/hip's _ ES EE 
aft humble ſervant to command. 


£54 beg of you to burn it when you've read it. T 


Vol. . E : = Tujagz, 
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— = #ribus Autic yris capul agen —— 


A head, no Helebore can cure, 


Tf Was yellerday engaged in an aſſembly of virtuoſos, 
1 where one of them produced many curious obſerva- 
tions which he had Jatcly made in the anatomy of 
an human body. Another of the company communi- 
cated to us ſeveral wonderful ditcoveries, which he had 
alſo made on the ſame ſubject, by the help of very fine 
_ glaſſes. This gave birth to a great variety of uncommon 
remarks, and furniſhed diſcourſe ſor the remaining pan 
of the day. | 
The different opinions which were larted on this oc- 


caſton. preſented to my imagination ſo many new ideas, 


that by mixing with thoſe which were already there, 


they employed my fancy all the laſt night, and compoſed 


a very wild extravagant dream. 
] was invited, methought, to the diſſection of a Nau 


Head and of a Copuette? 5 3 which were both of them 
laid on a tab'e betore us. An imaginary operator opened 


the firit with a great deal of nicety, which, upon a cur- 


Aory and ſuperficial view, appeared like the head of ö 
another man; but upon applying cur glaſies to it, ve 


made a very odd diſcovery, namely, that what we look. 
ed upon as brains, were not ſuch in reality, but an heap 


of ſtrange materials wound up in that ſhape and texture, | 


and packed together with wonderful art in the ſeveral 
| Cavities of the ſcull. For, as Heer tells us, that the 


blood of the gods is not real blood, but only ſom?thing | 
like it; ſo we found that the brain of a Beau is not real | 


brain, but only ſomething like it. 


The Pineal Gland, which many of our RO EK phi- 9 


laſophers ſuppoſe to be the ſeat of the ſoul, ſinelt very 


Hrang of eilence and orange-flower water, and was en- 


compealicd with a kiad of horny ſubkance, cut into 2 
thou- 


Hor, Ars Poet. ver. 300, 


to be rizht Spa 15. 


ſonnets and little muſical inſtruments. | 
| ſeveral bladders which were filled either with wind or 


THE SPECTATOR 09 

Wa little faces or mirrours, which were impercep- 
tible to the naked eye, inſomuch that the ſoul, if there 
had been any here, muſt have been always taken up in 


contemplating her own beauties. 


We obſerved a long tran or cavity in the Sincigat, 
that was filled with ribbons, lace and embroige: 1 


wrought together in a molt curious piece of net ork, 
the parts of which were likewiſe imperceptible to the 
naked eye. Another of theſe Autruns or cavities was 
ſtuffed with inviſible billet-doux, love letters, pricked 
dances, and other trumpery of the ſume nature. In ano- 


ther we found a kind of powder, which ſet the whole 
company a ſncezing, and by the ſcent diſcovered itſelf 
The ſeveral other cells were ſtored 
with commodities of the ſame kind, of which it would 
be tedious to give the reader an exact inventory. 

There was a large cavity on cach ſide of the head, 


: which ] muſt not omit. T hat on the right fide was filed 


with ficlions, ſlatteries, and floods, vows, promiſes, 


and proteſtations; that on the leſt with oaths and impre- 
cations. 
cells, which ran into the root of the tongue, where both 


There iſtued cut a Dad from each of theſe 


joined together, and paſſed forward in one c:mmon Duc 


to the tip of it. We diſcovered ſeveral little roads or 
_ canals running from the ear into the brain, and took 
particular care to trace them out through their ſeveral 


One of them extended itſelf to a bundle of 
Others ended in 


paſſages. 


froth, But the latter canal entered into a great cavity 


of the ſkull, from whence there went another canal into 
the tongue. 
of ſpungy ſubſtance, which the French anatomilts call 
| Galimatias, and the Eng/:/5 nonſenſe. 


This great cavity was filled with a kind 


The {kins of the forehead were eie tough and 


thick, and, wh:.t very much ſurpriſed us, had not in 
them any ſingle blood: veſſel that we were able to diſco- 
ver, either with or Without our glaſſes; ; from whence we 
concluded, that the party when alive muſt have been in- 


tirely deprived of the faculty of bluſhing. 
The Os Cribriforme was exceedirgly uffed, md i in 


. places * with ſnuff. We could not bot take 


E 2 ping notice 
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notice in particular of that ſmall muſcle which is not often 


diicovered in diſſections, and draws the noſe upwards, 
when it expreſſes the contempt which the owner of it has, 


upon ſeeing any thing he does not like, or hearing any 


thing he does not underitind. I need not tell my learned 
render, this is that muſcle which performs the motion ſo 
often mentioned by the Latin poets, when they talk of a 
man's cocking his noſe, or play ing the Rhinoceros. 

We did not find any thing very remarkable in the eye, 
ſaving only, that the Maſuli Amatorti, or, as we may 
tranſlate it into Z»g/i/5, the Ogling Mſcles, were very 
much worn and decayed with nie; whereas on the con- 
trary, the Elevator, or the muſcle which turns the eye 
| cowards heaven, did not appear to have been uſed at all. 
I have only mentioned in this diſſe*tion ſuch new dif- 
coveries as we were able to make, and have not taken any 
nice of thoſe parts which are to be met with in com- 
mon heads. As for the ſkull, the face, and indeed the 


u hole outward ſhape and figurc of the head, we could 
not diſcover any difference from what we obſerve in the 

heads of other men, We were informed, that the per- 
ſon to whom this head belonged, had paſſed for a Man 
above five and thirty years; during which time he eat | 


and drank like other people, dreſſed well, talked loud, 


laughed frequently, and on particular occaſions had ac- 


quitted himſelf tolerably at a ball or an aſſembly ; to 

which one of the company added, that a certain knot 
of ladies took him for a wit He was cut of in the 
flower of his age by the blow of a paring-ſhovel, having 


been ſurprfed by an eminent Citizen, as he was tendring : 


fome civilities to his wife. 


Vihen we had thoroughly examined this head with 
811 its apartments, and its ſeveral kinds of furniture, we 


put up the brain, ſuch as it was, into its proper place, 
_ and laid it aſide under a broad piece of ſcarlet cloth, in 
order to be prepared. and kept in a great repoſitory of 


CiſieRions ; our operator telling us that the preparation 


 woule. net Le fo difficult as that of another brain, for that 
he had obſerved ſeveral of the little pipes and tubes 
Which ran through the brain were already filled with a 


kind of mercurial ſubſtance, Which he looked upon to 


be true * aly er. 
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Fe applied himſelf in the next place to the couette's 
beart, whch he likewiſe laid open with great dexterity. 
There occurred to us many particularities in this diſ- 
ſection ; but being unwilling to burden my reader's 


memory too much, I ſhall reſerve this ſubje& for the 


ſpeculation of another day. L- 
CLE LT ENS A AHN EN EE NA = 
N* 276 Wedneſday, January 16, 


Errori nomen wvirtus poſuiſſet beneftun. 5 5 
5 „ For. Sat. 3. lib. 1. ver. 42. 
Miſconduct ſcreen'd behind a ſpecious name. 
Mr. SpECTAT OR, oe „ 
: * you have philoſophy 2 to be capable 
of bearing the mention of your faults. Your | wy | 
pers which regard the fallen part of the fair ſex, 
are, I think, written with an indelicacy which makes 


| * them unworthy to be inſerted in the writings of a mo- 
| * ralift who knows the world. I cannot allow that you 


are at liberty to obſerve upon the actions of mankind 


with the freedom which you ſeem to reſolve upon; at 


leaſt if you do ſo, you ſhould take along with you the 
* diſtin tion of manners of the world, according to the 


© quatity and way of life of the perſons concerned. A 


man of breeding ſpeaks of even misſortune among La- 
dies withoat giving it the molt terrible aſpect it can 
bear: And this tenderneſs towards them, is much 
more to be preſerved when you ſpeak of vices. All 
* mankind are ſo ſar related, that care is to be taken, 
in things to which all are liable, you do not mention 
* what concerns one in terms which ſhall diſguſt ano- 
ther. Thus to tell a rich man of the indigence of a 


 * Kinſman of his, or abruptly inform a virtucus woman 


* of the lapſe of one who until then was in the ſame de- 


© pree of eſteem with herſelf, is in a kind involving 
each of them in ſome participation of thoſe diſadvan- 


tages. It is therefore expected from every writer, 


| © to treat his argument in ſuch a manner, as is moſt 


proper to entertain the ſort of readers to whom his 
eas is mW 
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* diſcourſe is directed. It is not neceſſary when you 
write to the tea-table, that you ſhould draw vices 
which carry ali the horror of ſhame and contempt : 

If you paint an im pertinent ſelf-love, an artful glance, 

an aſfumed complexion, you ſay all which you ought 
to fuppoſe they can poſſibly be guilty of. When 
you talk with this limitation, you behave yourſelf ſo 
as that you may expect others in converſation may 
ſecond your rallery ; but when you do it in a ſtile 
which every body elie forbears in reſpe& to their 
quality, they have an eaſy remedy in forbearing to 
read you, and hearing no more of their faults. A 
man that is now and then guilty of intemperance is 
not to he called a drunkard; but the rule of polite 
railery, is to ſpeak of a man's faults as if you loved 
hm Of this nature is what was faid by Car: 
nen one was railing with an uncourtly vehemence, 
and b.oke out, What muſt we call him who was 


teen in an intrigue with another man's wiſe ? Cæſar 
antrered very gravely, A careigs fellcew. This was 


t 6002 a repr mand for ſpesking of a crime which 
in toe dye had nut the abkorrence attending it as it 


ought, as well as an intimation that all intemperate 
behaviour before iuperiors loſes its aim, by accuſing” 


in a method unfit for the audience. A word to the 
wite. All I mean here to ſay to you is, That the 
moſt free perſon of quality can go no further than 
being a kind woman; and you ſhould never ſay of a 


wan of ugurc vor, than that he knows the world. = 


eur moſt hamble ſervant, 
5 | Francis Courtly. 
Mr. SPECTATOR, ) 29” 


F Am a woman of an unſpotted reputation, and 


L know nothing J have ever done which ſhould en- [ 


courage ſuch intel nce; but here was one the other 
day, aud he was dreſſ:d like a Gentleman too, who took 
the liberty to name the words, Lully fellow, in my pre- 
ſence. I doubt not but you will reſent it in behalf of, 
| $8 1 R, your humble ſervant, 

| CELIA. 


Mr. 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, 


No lately put out a dreadful paper, wherein you 


4 promiſe a full account of the flate of criminal 
* love; and call all the Fair who have tranſgreſſed in 


1 * that kind by one very rude name which I co not care 
| * to repeat: But I defire to know of you whether I am 


*or I am not cf thoſe? My caſe is as follows. I am 
* kept by an old bachelor, who took me ſo young, 
*that [ knew not how he came by me: He is a bencher 
of one of the inns of court, a very gay healthy old 
man; which is a very lucky thing ſor him, who has 
* been, he tells me, a ſcowrer, a ſcamperer, a breaker 
* of windows, an invader of conſtables, in the days of 
* yore, when all dominion ended with the day, and 
males and females met helter ſcelter, and the ſcowrers 


drove before them all who pretended to keep up order 


* or rule to the interruption of love and honour. This 


is his way of talk, for he is very gay when he viſits 
me; but as his former knowledge of the town has 
_ *alarmed him into an invincible jealouſy, he keeps me 
in a pair of ſlippers, neat bodice, warm petticoats, and 
my own hair woven in ringlets, after a manner, he 
_ ©fays, he remembers. I am not miſtreſs of one farthing 
 *of money, but have all neceſſaries provided for me, 
under the guard of one who procured for him while 
be had any deſires to gratify. I know nothing of a 


*wenck's life, but the reput:tion of it: J have a natural 
voice, and a pretty untaught ſtep in dancing. His 
manner is to bring an old fellio who has been his ſer- 


| * vant from his youth, and is gray-headed: 1 his man 


makes on the violin a certain jiggiſn noiſe to which I 
dance, and when that is over 1 hng to him ſome looſe | 


air that has more wantonnels than mulick in it. You. 


* mull have ſeen a ſtrange windowed hovſe near Hide- 


 * Park, which is ſo built that no one can lock out of any 


* of the apartments; my rooms are after that manner, 


hs and | never ſee man, woman or child, but in company 
with the two perſons above-mentioned. He ſends me 


ia all the books, pamphlets, plays, operas and ſongs 


that come out; and his utmoſt delight in me as a wo- 
man, is to talk over all his old amours in my preſence, 


E 4 


to 
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* to play with my neck, ſay he time acas, give me a | 


« |:1ſs, and bid me be fore to follow the directions of my 
* guardian, (che above mentioned Lad) and | ſhall ne- 


* ver want. The truth of my eaſe is, J ſuppoſe, that l 


« was educated for a purpoſe he did not know he ſhould 
be unfit for when [ came to years. Now, Sir, what I 
* aſk of you, as a caſuiſt, is to tell me how far in theſe 


circumſtances I am innocent, * ſubmiſſive; he | 


* guilty, though impotent? 
2 "FG 8 3 
4 5 8 Jour conflant mls, 


PUCELLA, | 


| To the man called the S rf ˙ . 
n 


9 promiſe upon thy word, that letting alone the va- 
* nities that do abound, thou wouldft only en deavour to 


* frengthen the crooked morals of this our Babylon, | | 
* pave credit to thy fair ſpeeches, and admit'ed one of 
thy papers, every day ſave Surday, into my Þoſe ; for 


. * the edification of my daughter Tabuha, and t rhe end 


that Su/annab the wife of my boſom might pre there. | 


aby. But alas! my friend, I find that thou ar: a liar, 


| * and that the truth is not in thee; elſe why ditt thong J 
in a paper which thoa did't lately put fort, make 


mention of thoſe vain coverings for the heads of our 


Oraſmuch as at the birth of thy labour, thou did 


_* females, which thou loveſt to liken unto tulips, and | 


* which are lately ſprung up among us? Nay why didt 


thou make mention of them in tach a ſeeming, as if | 


* thou didi approve the invention, inſomuch that my 
d rughter Taditha be ginneth to wax wanton, and to luſt 
„after theſe fooliſh vanities? Surely thou doſt fee with 
© the eyes of the ficth. Verile therefore, unlefs thou doſt 


© ſpecgily amend and leave off following ine own ima- 5 


ginations, [ will leave off thee. 


| TO Thy fr. end as Lercaftir hes dcff * uy TA | 
. | Hezekiab Broadbrim. = | 


Thur Ga: a. 
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1 ft & ab beſte doceeer. 
„ SN: Ovid. Met. Ib. 4. ver. 428. 
Receive inſtruction ſrom an enemy. : 

F Preſume J need not inform the polite part of my 

J readers, that before our correſpondence with France 

was unhappily interrupted by the war, our Laois 
had all theic faſhions from thence ; which the milliners 
took care to furniſh them with by means of a jointed 
baby, that came regularly over, once a month, habited 


after the manner of the moſt eminent toaſts in Paris. 


I am credibly informed, that even in the hotteſt time 


of the war, the ſex made ſeveral efforts, and raited 


large contributions towards the importation of this 
wooden Maduncofcie, et. op 
Whether the veſſel they ſet out was loſt or taken, or 


whether its cargo was ſe:zed on by the otficers of the 
cuſtom-houſe as a piece of contraband goous, I hare 


not yet been able to learn; it is, however, Certa't. 
that their firſt attempts were without {uccels, to the no 


ſmall diſappointment of our whole female worid 3 but 


as their conſtancy and application, in a matter of 55. 
great importance, can never be ſuſſicienily commenJee, 
Jam glad to find, that in ſpite of all oppoſition, they 


| have at length carried their point, of which I received. 
Advice by the two following letters. TT 


Mr. SpECTaTOR, 


4 1 Am ſo great a lover of whatever is French. that 


I lately diſcarded an humble admirer, becauſe be 


neither ſpoke that tongue, nor drank claret. I have 


long bewailed, in ſecret, the calamities of my e 
during the war, in all which time we have laboucd 
© under the inſupportable inventions of £u:/ tire- 


women, who, though they ſometimes copy indifierently 


well, can never compote with that 7242 they do it. 
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© I was almoſt in deſpair of ever more ſeeing a model 
from that dear country, when laſt $::4ay I over-heard 


a Mladamoiſelle completely dreſſed juit come from Paris. 


I I was in the utmoſt impatience during the remain- 
ing part of the ſervice, and as ſoon as ever it was 


over, having learnt the milliner's addr, I went di— 
rectly to her houſe in King-freet, but was told that 
the French Lady was at a perſon of quality's in Pall- 
mall, and would not be back again until very late that 
night, I was therefore obliged to renew my viſit 
very early this morning, and had then a full view of 
the dear moppet * to ſoot. 

© You cannot imagine, worthy Sir, how ridiculouſly 
* I find we have all been truſſed up during the war, 
aud how infinitely the French dreſs excels ours. 
The mantua has no leads in the ſleeves, and I 


JVC 


to want that kind of ballaſt; the petticoat has no 
whalebone, but fits with an air altogether galant and 
&rgage + the Co:ffure is inexpreſſibly pretty, and in 
ſhort, the whole dreſs has a thouſand beauties in it, 
which I would not have as yet made too publick. 

I thought fit, however, to give this notice, that 


you may rot be ſurpriſed at my appearing a /a mode 
de Paris on the next birth- night. 


1 am, 8 i R, your humble ſervant, 
Teraminta. 


„„ a 


| With? 'n an 1 1 I had 1 this letter, I re- : 


ceived another from the owner of the puppet. 


SIE, 


N Saturday laſt being the 12th ident, there ar- 
1 rived at my houſe in Kun- rte, Covent-Garden, 


2 French baby for the year 1712. T have taken the ut- 
* moſt care to have her dreſſed by the moſt celebrated 


* tire-woracn and mantua-makers in Paris, and do not 

* find that I have any reg ſon to be ſorry for the expence 
l have been at in her clothes and importation : How- 
N er, as i know no perſon who is fo good a 2 4 of 
« drxels 


a Lady, in the next pew to me, whiſper another, that at | 
the Seven Stars in King-ftreet, Covent. garden, there was 


hope we are not lighter than the French Ladies, ſo as 
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dreſs as yourſelf, if you pleaſe to call at my houſe in 
your way ty the city, and take a view of her, I pro- 


mite to amend whatever you ſhall diſapprove in your 


next paper, before I exhibit her as a pattern to the 
publick. 0 : 
Tam, STR, | 

wear moſt humble admirer, 


and moſt obedient Servant, 
| Betty Croſs-ſtitch. 


As Tam willing to do any thing in reaſon for the ſer- 
vice of my country-women, and had much rather pre- 
vent faults than find them, I went laſt night to the 
houſe of the above-mentioned Mrs. C:o/5-//i7c/. As ſoon 


as I entered, the maid of the ſhop, who J ſuppoſe, was 
prepared for my coming, without aſking me any quei-, 


tions, introduced me to the little damiel, and ran away | 


co call her miſtreſs. 


The puppet was dreſſed in a cherry coloured gov-n 
and potticoat, with a ſhort working apron over it, which 


di covered her thape to the moſt advantage. Her hair 


was cut and divided very prettily. with fevcral ribbons 
ſtuck up and down in it. The mijlener affured me, that 
her complexion was uch as was worn by ail the Ladirs |» 
of the beſt faſhion in Paris. ir heal was extreme!; 
high, on which ſubject having long ſince declared my 
ſentiments, I ſhall ſay nothing woe to it at prefent. 1 
was alſo offended at a ſmall patch ie wore on her breaſt, 
which I cannot ſuppole is placed there with any good 
achen. JJ) 868 
Her necklace was of an immoderate length, being 


tied before in ſuch a manner, that the two ends hung 


down to her girdle; but whether theſe ſ1pply the place 


of kiſſing-ſtrings in our enemy's country, and Khether 


our Briz;þ Ladies have any cccalion far them, I tall 
leave to their ſerious conſideration. a 
After having obſerved the particulars of. her dreſs, 


as I was taking a view of it altogether, the ſhop-meid, 


who is a pert wench, told me that Iidano/el's had 
ſomething very curious in the ty ing of her garters ; but 
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ay a due reſpect even to a pair of ſticks when 
hey are in petticoats, I did not examine into that par- 
ticular, N N 5 

Upon the whole I was well enough pleaſed with the 
appearance of this gay Lady, and the more fo becauſe 
ſhe was not talkative, a quality very rarely to be met 

with in the reſt of her country-women. __ 


As I was taking my leave the millener farther in- 
formed, me, that with the aſſiſtance of a watch-maker, | 
who was her neighbour, and the ingenious Mr. Pozvel, 

ſhe had alſo contrived another puppet, which by the 


help of ſeveral little ſprings to be wound up within it. 


could move all its ILmbs, and that the had ſent it over 


to her correſpondent in Paris to be taught the various 


_ leanings and bendings of the head, the riſing of the 
boſom, the curtſy and recovery, the genteel trip, and 
the agreeable jet, as they are now practiſed in the court | 


of France. 


She added that ſhe hoped ſhe might depend upon | 

having my encouragement as ſoon as it arrived; but as 
this was a petition of too great importance to be an- 
ſwered extem7ere, I left her without reply, and made | 
the beit of my way to WILL Honegycoms's lodgings, 
without whoſe advice I never communicate any thing 


to the publick of this nature, 


N*273 Friday, January 18. 


ads. 


—_—— 


„ ? 5 — 


nn Sermoncs ego mallem 
Repentes fer bumum 


T rather chooſe a low and creeping ſtile. 


| Mr. Sr S T ATO R, 
. 


if 1 OUR having qone confiderable ſervices in this 
; great city, by rectiſying the diſorders of fa- 
, milies, and ſeveral wives having preferred your 
advice and dureQtions to thoſe of their hufoands, 
e 2 2 
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Hor. Ep. 1. lib. 2. ver. 250. | 
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© emboldens me to apply to you at this time. Iama. 


| © ſhop-keeper and though but a young man, I find by 
experience that nothing but the utmoſt diligence 


both of huſband and wife (among trading people) 
can keep affairs in any tolerable order. My wife at 


* the beginning of our eſtabliſhment ſhewed herſclf 
| © very aſſiſting to me in my buſineſs as much as could 
| © lie in her way, and I have reaſon to believe it ws 

with her inclination ; but of late ſhe has got acquaint- 


« ed with a ſchoolman, who values himſelf for his 
great knowledge in the Greet tongue. He entertains 


her frequently in the ſhop with diſcourſes of the 
| © beauties and excellencies of that language; and re- 

| © peats to her ſeveral paſſages out of the Great poets, 
| © wherein he tells her there is unſpeakable harmony and 
© agreeable ſounds that all other languages are wholly 
| © unacquainted with. He has ſo infatuated her with 
| *© his jargon, that inſtead of uſing her former diligence 


in the ſhop, ſhe now negleRs the affairs of the houſe, 


| * and is wholly taken up with her tutor in learning by 
| © heart ſcraps of Greet, which ſhe vents upon all occa- 
| * fions. She told me ſome days ago, that whereas | uſe. 


* ſome Latin inſcriptions in my ſhop, the adviſed me 
* with a great deal of concern to have them changed 
into Greet; it being a language leſs underſtood, would 


© be more conformable to the myſtery of my profeſſion; 


that our good friend would be aſſiſting to us in this 


work; and that a certain faculty of Gentlemen 
1 © would fänd themſelves ſo much obliged to me, that 
| © they would infallibly make my fortune : In ſhort her 

frequent importunities upon this and other imperti- 
| © nencies of the like nature make me very uneaſy ; 
| © and if your remonſtranees have no more effect upon 


her than mine, I am afraid I ſhall be obliged to ruin 


_ * myſelf to procure her a ſettlement at Oxferd with her 
| © tutor, for ſhe is already too mad for Beam. Now, = 
I © Sir, you ſee the danger my family is expoſed to, and 


* the likelihood of my wife's becoming both trouble- 


| © ſome and uſeleſs, unleſs her reading herſelf in your 
paper may make her reflect. She is ſo very learned 
© that I cannot pretend by word of mouth to argue 
| © with her. She laughed out at your ending a paper in 


© Greek, 
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« Greet, and ſaid it was a hint to women of litera- 


- 
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ture, and very civil not to tranſlate it to ex; ofe them 
to the vulgar, You ſee how it is with, 


SI K, your humble fervent : 


a Mr. 8 E c T ATO R, 
F you have that humanity and compaſſion in your 
nature that you take ſuch pains to make one 


think you have, you will not deny your advice to a 


diſtreſfed damſel, ho intends to be determined by 
your judgement in a matter of great importance to 


her. You muit know then, There 1s an agreeable 


young fellow, to whoſe perſon, wit, and humour 


no body makes any object:on, that pretends to have 
been long in love with me. To this I muſt add 
whether it proceeds from the vanity of my nature, 


or the ſeeming fincerity of my lover, I will not pre- 
tend to ſay) that I verily believe he has a real value 


for me; waich if true, you will allow may juſtly aug- 
ment his merit with his miſtreſs. In ſhort, I am fo fen- 


ſible of his good qualities, and what I owe to his paſ- 
fron, that I think I could ſooner reſolve to give up my | 
liberty to him than any body elſe, were there not | 
an objection to be made to his fortunes, in regard 
they do not anſwer the utmoſt mine may expect, and 


are not ſufficient to ſecure me from undergoing the 


reproachful phraſe ſo commonly uſed, That ſhe has | 
played the fool. Now, though I am one of thoſe few 


who heartily deſpiſe equipage, diamonds, and a cox- 
comb, yet ſince ſuch oppoſite notions from mine pre- 


vail in the world, even amongſt the beſt, and ſuch as 


are eſteemed the moſt prudent people, I cannot ſind 


in my heart to reſolve upon incurring the cenſure 


of thoſe wiſe folks, which I am conſcious I ſhall do 


if when TI enter into a marrie l ſtate, I diicover a 


thought beyond that of equalling, if not advancing 
my fortunes. Under this difficulty I now labour, 


not being inthe leaſt determined whether I ſhall be go- | 
verned by the vain world, and the frequent examples 


I meet with, or hearken to the voice ot my lover, and 


the motions I find in my heart in favour of him, Sir, 


..-.:4 Your 


ESRSTSSNSC ST AA . . S164 6. - 
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Your opinion and advice in this affair, is the only 
thing I know can turn the balance; and which ] ear- 


4 
o 
| * neftly intreat I may receive ſoon; for until I have your 
5 
6 


thoughts upon it, I am engaged not to give my 


| * ſwain a final diſcharge. 


* Beſides the particular obligation you will lay on 


me, by giving this ſubject room in one of your pa- 


Q 


pers, it is poſſible it may be of uſe to ſome others of 


* my ſex, who will be as grateful for the favour as, 
Sir, your humble ſervant, 


Df Florinda. | 


| P.S. To fell yen tle truth I am marricd to him already, 
Fut pray /ay ſcincthing to juſtify me. | _ 


Mr. SPECTATOR, DOR TE 
VO will forgive us Profeſſors of Muſick if we 
1 make a ſecond application to you, in order to 
promote our deſign of exhibiting entertainments of 
muſick in Yert-Buildings. It is induſtriouſly infinu- 
ated that our intention is to deſtroy operas in gene- 
ral, but we beg of you to inſert this plain explana- 
tion of ourſelves in your paper. Our purpoſe is only 
to improve our circumſtances, by improving the art 
which we profeſs. We ſee it utterly deſtroyed at 
preſent, and as we were the perſons who introduced 
operas, we think it a groundleſs imputation that we 
ſhould ſet up againſt the opera itſelf. What we pre- 
tend to aſſert is, That the ſongs of different authors 
inj udiciouſly put together, and a foreign tone and 
manner which are expected in every thing now per- 
formed amongſt us, has put mi. ck itſelf to a ſtand; 
inſomuch that the ears of the people cannot now be 


entertained with any thing but what has an imperti- 
nent gaiety, without any juſt ſpirit, or a languiſh- 
ment of notes, without any paſſion or common jenſe. 
Wie hope thoſe perſons of ſenſe and quality who have 
done us the honour to ſubſcribe, will not be aſhamed 
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of their patronage towards us, and not receive im- 
preſſions that patroniſing us js being for or againſt 
the opera, but truly promoting their own diverſicns 


in a more juſt and elegant manner than has been 


© kitherto performed, | _ 
f Wee are, Sir, | 1 | 
1 your moſt humble ſervants, : 
„„ Thomas Clayton. 
Nicolino Haym. 


N DE Charles Dieupart. 
There will be no perfermances in Vork- buildings until 
— — 


aſter that of the ſulſcription. 
SSS 
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1 


Keadere perſonæ ſeit convenientia cuigue. 


Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 316. T | 


He knows what beſt befits each character. : | 


þ 


fable and characters in Milton's Paradiſe Loft. 


WV have already taken a generif-ſurvey of the 


The parts which remain to be conſidered, ac-= |} 


_ carding to Ariſtotles method, are the Sent iments and the 

Language. Before I enter upon the firit of theſe, I muſt 
advertiſe my reader, that it is my deſign as ſoon as I 
have finiſhed my general reflexions on theſe four ſeveral 


heads, to give particular inftances out of the poem 


which is now before us of beauties and imperfections 
which may be obſerved under each of them, as alſo cf 
ſuch other particulars as may not properly fall under 
any of them. This I thought fit to premiſe, that the 
reader may not judge too haſtily of this piece of criti-- 
ciſm, or look upon it as imperſect, before he has ſeen 
the whole extent of it. b 


The ſentiments in an Epic poem are the thoughts 


and behaviour which the author aſcribes to the perſons 


whom he introduces, and are ju/? when they are con- 
formable to the characters of che ſeveral perſons. The 
= 3 ſentiments 
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8 ſentiments have likewiſe a relation to Hg as well as 
_ perſons, and are then perfect when they are ſuch as are 
1s adapted to the ſubject. If in either of theſe caſes the 
n poet endeavours tc argue or explain, to magnify or di- 
4 miniſh, to raiſe love or hatred, pity or terror, or any 
; other paſſion, we ought to conſider whether the ſenti- 
: ments he makes uſe of are proper for thoſe ends. Homer 
he. | is cenſured by the eriticks for his defect as to this par- 
2 ticular in ſeveral parts of the Iliad and Odyſſy, though 
t. at the ſame time thoſe, who have treated this great poet 
„ | with candour, have attributed this defect to the times 
1 in which he lived. It was the fault of the age, and not 


| of Homer, if there wants that delicacy in {ome of his 

ſentiments, which now appears in the works of men of 

a much inferior genius. Beſides, if there are blemiſhes. 

in any particular thoughts there is an infinite beauty in 
the greateſt part of them. In ſhort, if there are many 

poets who would not have fallen into the meanneſs of 

| ſome of his ſentiments, there are none who could have 

6 | riſen up to the greatneſs of others. Virgil has exceiled 


all others in the propriety of his ſentiments. Milton 
, | fhines likewiſe very much in this particular: Nor muſt 
} we omit one confideration which adds to his honour 
ie | and reputation Homer and Virgil introduced perſens 
2 whoſe characters are commonly known among men, 
c- f and ſuch as are to be met with either in hiſtory, or in 
de ordinary converſation. Milion's characters, moſt of them 
ſt | lie out of nature, and were to be formed purely by his 
T {| own invention, It ſhews a greater genius in Shakeſprar 
al do have drawn his Caiyhban, than his Hotſpur, or Fu ius 
m | Cw#/ar; The one was to be ſupplied out of his uwn 
ns | imagination, whereas the other might have been formed 
of upon tra-i1tion, hiſtory and obſervation. It was much 
er | eeaſter tacrefore for H.mer to find proper ſentiments for 
he { an affembly of Grecian Generals, than for Milton to 
i- diverſify his infernal council with proper characters, 
n and infpire them with a variety of ſentiments. The 
loves of Dido and AZ zeas are only copies of what has 
ts | paſſed between other perſons. Adam and Eve, before 
ns f the fall, are a different ſpecies from that of mankind, 
n- f wha are deſcended from them; and none but a poc: 
"i 3 1 e 15 of 
8 
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of the moſt unbounded invention, and the moſt exqui- 
ſite judgement, could have filled their converſation and 


behaviour with ſo many apt circumſtances during their 


ſtate of innocence. 


Nor is it ſufficient for an Epic poem to he filled with 
ſuch thoughts as are natural, unleſs it abound alſo | 
with ſuch as are /ab/ize. Virgil in this particular falls 


5 


ſhort of [ſez-y. He has not indeed ſo many thoughts 
that are low and vulgar ; but at the ſame time has 
rot ſo many thoughts that are ſublime and noble. The 
truth of it is, Virgil ſeldom riſes into very aſtoniſhing 
ſentiments, where he is not fired by the J He 


every where charms and pleaſes us by the force of his 


own genius; but ſeldom elevates and tranſports us 
where he does not fetch his hints fiom Homer. 
Millon's chief talent, and indeed his diſtinguiſhing 


excellence, lies in the ſublimity of his thoughts. 


There are others of the moderns who rival him in 


every other part of poetry; but in the greatneſs of his 


ſentiments he triumphs over all the poets both modern 


and ancient, Hamer only excepted. It is impoſſible for 


the imagination of man to diſtend itſelf with greater 


ideas, than thoſe which he has laid together in his firſt, 
ſecond and ſixth books. The ſeventh, which deſcribes 
the creation of the world, is likewiſe wonderfully fab- |] 
lime, though not ſo apt to ſtir up emotion in the mind 
of the reader, nor conſequently ſo perfect in the epic 


way of writing, becauſe it i: filled with lefs action. 


Let the judicious reader compare what Longiums has ob- 
ſerred on ſeveral paſſages in Homer, and he will find 


Parallels for moſt of them in the Paradi/e Leit. 
. From what has been fail we may infer, that as there 


are two kinds of fentiments, the Natural and the Sub- 


lime, which are always to be parſued in ana heroic 


poem, there are alſo two kinds of thoughts which ate 


carefully to be avoided. The firſt are tuch as are af- 


fected and unnatural ; the ſecond ſuch as are mean and 


vulgar. As for the firſt kind of thoughts, we meet 


with little or nothing that is like them in Virgil: He 


bas none of thoſe trifling points and puerilities that are 


ſo often to be met with in Ovid, none of the epigram- 
e e | matick 
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matick turns of Lucan, none of thoſe ſwelling ſenti- 
ments which are ſo frequent in Statius and Claudian, 
none of thoſe mixed embelliſhments of Tao. Every 
thing is juſt and natural. His ſentiments ſhew that he 


had a perfect inſight into human nature, and that he 
knew every thing which was the moſt proper to affect it. 


Mr. Dryden has in ſome places, which J may here- 
after take notice of, miſrepreſented Virgil's way of 
thinking as to this particular, in the e he has 
given us of the Acid. I do not remember that Homer 
any where falls into the faults abovementioned, which 


| were indeed the falſe refinements of later ages. Milton 


it muſt be confeſt, has ſometimes erred in this reſpect, 
as I ſhall ſhow more at large in another paper; though 
conſidering how all the poets of the age in which he 
writ were infected with this wrong way of thinking, 
he is rather to be admired that he did not give more in- 
to it, than that he did ſometimes comply with the vicious. 


_ taſte which ſtill prevails ſo much among modern writers. 


But fince ſeveral thoughts may be natural which are 


low and groveling, an epic poet ſnould not only avoid 


ſach ſentiments as are unnatural or affected, but alſo 
ſach as are mean and vulgar. Homer has opened a great 
held of rallery to men of more delicacy than greatneſs 
of genius, by the homelineſs of ſome of his ſentiments. 
But, as I have before ſaid, theſe are rather to be im- 
puted to the fimplicity of the age in which he lived, to 


| which I may alſo add, of that which he deſcrived, 
khan to any imperſection in that divine poet. Zeliue, 
among the ancients, and Monſieur Perrau't, among 


the moderus, puſhed their ridicule very far upon him, 


on account of ſome ſuch ſent meats. There is no 
blemiſh to be obſerved in Virgil under this head, and 


but a very few in Miilen. 5 
I ſhall give but one inſtance of this impropriety of 
thought in Homer, and at the ſame time compare it 


with an inſtance of the ſame nature, both in Vigil and 
Milton Sentiments, which raiſe laughter, can very 


ſeldom be aimi:ted with any decency into an heroic 
poem, whoſe buſineſs it is to excite paii ons of a much 
nobler nature. Homer, however, in his characters of 
Fulcan and Ther/itcs, in his ſtory of Mars and Venus, 1 
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his behaviour of Irus, and in other paſſages, has been 
_ obſerved to have lapſed into the burleſque character, 
and to have departed from that ſerious air which ſeems 
_ eſſential to the magnificence of an epic poem. I re- 
member but one laugh in the whole -Zneid, which riſes 
in the fifth book, upon Monætes, where he is repre- 


ſented as thrown overboard, and drying himſelf upon 


a rock. But this piece of mirth is ſo well timed that 


the ſevereſt critick can have nothing to ſay againſt it ; 


for it is in the book of games and diverſions, where 


the reader's mind may be ſuppoſed to be ſuſkciently | | 
relaxed for ſuch an entertainment. The only piece of 


pleaſantry in Paradiſe Leſt, is where the evil ſpirits are 
«.eſcribed as rallying the angels upon the ſucceſs of 


their new. invented artillery. This paſſage I look upon 
to be the moſt exceptionable in the whole poem, as 
being nothing elſe but a firing of puns, and thoſe tos | 


very indifferent ones. 


— Satan beheld their plight, 
And to his mates thus in deriſion call'd. „ 
O friends, why come not on theſe wictors proud? 
Ere aubile they fierce were coming, and when we, 
To entertain them fair with open front, 
And breaft (what could we more ? ) propounded terms. 
Of Compoſition, fraight they chang'd their minds, 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell 
As they would dance : yet for a dance they ſecrm'd 
Some auhat extravagant, and wild ; ferbaf's 
For joy of offer'd peace ; bit I. ſupiſe 
If cur propoſals once again are e heard, 
e ſbeuld compel them 19 a quick reſult. | 
To avhom thus Belial in lice gameſcme mto e 
Leader, the terms wwe fent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force rrged home; 
Such as aue might perceive amus d them ail, 
And ſtumbled many aue receives them rigbt, 
Had nced from head to foct well underſtand ; 
Not underſtood, this gift they have beſides, 
They ſhew us when our fees walk not upright. 
Thus they among themſelves in pleaſant vein 


No 


day, * 
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| Principibus placuifſe viris non ultima laus eff. 


Hor. Ep. 17. lib. 1. ver. 35. 


. o pleaſe the great is not the ſmalleſt praiſe. CR EECHe | | 


T* deſire of pleaſing makes a man agreeable or 


| unwelcome to thole with whom he converſes, 
_ & according to the motive from which that incli- 


| appears to flow, If your concern for pleaſing 


others ariſes from an innate benevolence, it never fails 
of ſucceſs; if from a vanity to excel, its diſappointment 


| is no leſs certain. What we call an agrecable man, 


is he who' is endowed with the natural bent to do ac- 
ceptable things from a delight he takes in them merely 
as ſuch ; and the affectation of that character is what 
_ conſtitutes a fop. Under theſe leaders one may draw 
up all thoſe who make any manner of figure, except 
| in dumb ſhow. A rational and ſele@ converſation is 
compoſed of perſons, who have the talent of plealing 


| with delicacy of ſentiments flowing from habitual 


Chaſtity of thought; but mixed company is frequently 
made up of pretenders to mirth, and is uſually peſtered 
with cenſtrained, obſcene and painful witticiſms. Now 
| and then you meet with a man, ſo exactly formed for 
pleaſing, that it is no matter what he is doing or ſaying, 
that is to ſay, that there need no manner of impor- 
tance in it, to make him gain upon every body who 
hears or beholds him. This felicity is not the gift 
ol nature only, but muſt be attended with happy cir- 
cumſtances, which add a dignity to the familiar beha- 
viour which diſtinguiſhes him whom we call an agree- 
able man. It is from this that every body loves and 
| efteems Foljcarfus. He is in the vigour of his age and 

the gaiety of life, but has paſſed through very conſpi- 


I <uous ſcenes in it; though no ſoldier, he has ſhared the 


danger, 
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danger, and acted with great galantry and generoſity | 


on a deciſive day of battle. To have thoſe qualities 
which only make other men conſpicuous in the world as 


it were ſupernumerary to him, is a circumſtance which 


gives weight to his molt indifferent actions; for as a 
known credit is ready caſh to a trader, fo is acknow. 
ledged merit immediate diſtinction, and ſerves in the 
place of equipage to a gentleman. This renders Pol. 


carpus graceful in mirth, important in buſineſs, and re. 
garded with love, in every ordinary occurrence. But | 
not to dwell upon characters which have ſuch particular | 
recommendations to our hearts, letus turn our thoughts 


rather to the methods of pleaſing which muſt carry men 
through the world u ho cannot pretend to ſuch advan. 
tages. Falling in with the particular humour or manner 
of one above you, abſtrafted from the general rules of 
good behaviour, is the life of a ſlave. A paraſite differs 
In nothing from the meaneſt ſervant, but thk the foot. 


man hires himſelf for bodily labour, ſubjected to go and 


come at the will of his maſter, but the other gives up 


his very ſoul : he is proſtituted to ſpeak, and profeſſes | 

d after the mode of him whom he courts. This | 
| ſervitude to a patron, in an honeſt nature, would be | 
more grievous than that of wearing his livery ; there. 
| fore we will ſpeak cf thoſe methods only, which are | 


to thin 


_ worthy and ingenuous. 


The happy talent of pleaſing either thoſe above you 
or below you, ſcems to be wholly owing to the opinion 


they have of your fincerity. This quality is to attend 


the agreeable man in all the actions of his life; and! 


think there need no more be ſaid in honour of it, than 


that it is what forces the approbation even of your op- 
onents. The guilty man has an honour ſor the judge 


who with juſtice pronounces againſt him the ſentence of 
death itſelf. The author of the ſentence at the head of 
this paper, was an excellent judge of human life, and 


paſſed his own in company the moſt agreeable that ever | 
Was in the world, Arguſtus lived amongſt his friends | 
as if he had his fortune to make in his own court: Can | 
dour and affability, accompanied with as much power 


as ever mortal was veſted with, were what made him in 
the utmoſt manner agreeable among a ſet of admirable 


men, 


men, who had thoughts too hi 
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gh for ambition, and 
views too large to be gratified by what he could give 
them in the diſpoſal of an empire, without the pleaſures 
of their mutual converſation. A certain wnanimity of 


taite and judgement, which is natural to all of the ſame 


order in the ſpecies, was the band of this ſociety ; and 
the emperor aſſumed no figure in it, but what he thought 
was his due from his private talents and qualifications, 
as they contributed to advance the pleaſures and ſenti- 
ments of the company. CY | 


_ Cunning people, hypocrites, all who are but half 


virtuous, or half wiſe, are incapable of taſting the re- 


| fined pleaſure of ſuch an equal company as could wholly 
exclude the regard of fortune in their converſations. 
Horace, in the diſcourſe from whence I take the hint of 
the preſent ſpeculation, lays down excellent rules for 


conduct in converſation with men of power; but he 


ſpeaks it with an air of one who had no need of ſuch an 
application for any thing which related to himſelf. It 
 ſhews he underſtood what it was to be a skilful courtier, 


by juſt admonitions againſt importunity, and ſhewing 


how forcible it was to ſpeak modeſtly of your own | 
wants. There is indeed ſomething ſo ſhameleſs in 


taking all opportunities to ſpeak of your own affairs, 


that he who is guilty of it towards him on whom he 


depends, fares like the beggar, who expoſes his ſores, 


which inſtead of moving compaſſion makes the man he 


begs of turn away from the object. — 
1 cannct tell what is become of him, but I remember 
about ſixteen years ago an honeſt fellow, who ſo juſtly 


underſtood how diſagreeable the mention or appearance 


of his wants would make him, that I have often re- 


flected upon him as a counterpart of rus, whom I have : 


formerly mentioned. This man, whom I have miſſed 


for ſome years in my walks, and have heard was ſome 


way employed about the army, made it a maxim, That 
| good wigs, delicate linen, and a chearful air, were to a 
| Poor dependant the ſame that working tools are to a 


poor artificer. It was no ſmall entertainment to me, 
who knew his circumitances, to ſee him, who had faſted 


two days, attiivute the thinneſs they told him of to the 


violence 
3 | 
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violence of ſome galantries he had lately been guilty of. 


The ſkilful diſſembler carried this on with the utmoſt | 


addreis; and if any ſuſpected his affairs were narrow, 
it was attributed to indulging himſelt in ſome faſhion. 
able vice rather than an irreproachable poverty, which 
ſaved his credit with thoſe on whom he depended. 
The main art 1s to be as little troubleſom as you 
can, and make all you hope for come rather as a favour 


from your patron than claim from you. But I am here | za 


prating of what is the method of pleaſing ſo as to ſuc- | 
ceed in the world, when there are crowds who have, | 
in city, town, court, and country, arrived at conſider. | 


able acquiſitions, and yet ſeem incapable of acting in | 


-any conſtant tenour of lite, but have gone on from one 


ſucceſsful error to another: Therefore I think 1 may | 


ſhorten this inquiry after the method of pleaſing ; and 
as the old beau ſaid to his ſon, once for al, Pray, Jack, 
Ge a fine gentleman, ſo may I, to my reader, abridge my 
inſtructions, and finiſh the art of pleaſing, in a word, | 
Be rich. . e 
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Pactori bus inhians ſpirantia cen/ulit arte. 5 1 
Anxious the reeking entrails he conſults 


TAN already given an account of the dif- | 
ſection of a Bear's Head, with the ſeveral diſco. 
"om veries made on that occaſion ; I ſhall here, ac- 


cording to my promiſe, enter upon the diſſection ofa | | 


Coguette's heart, and communicate to the publick ſuch 
particularities as we obſerved in that curious piece of 
anatomy, „„ „ 
| I ſhould perhaps have waved this undertaking, had 


not I been put in mind of my promiſe by ſeveralof | 


my unkrown correſpondents, who are very importunate 
with me to make an example of the coquette, as I have | 
already done of the beau. It is therefore in n 
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with the requeſt of friends, that I have looked over the 
minutes of my former dream, in order to give the pub- 
lick an exact relation of it, which | thall enter upon with- 
out farther preface. 

Our operator, before he engaged in this viſionary diſ- 


ſection, told us, that there was nothing in his art more 


difficult than to lay open the heart of a coquette, by reaſon 
of the many labyrinths and receſſes which are to be found 
in it, and which do not appear in the heart of any other 
animal. 

He Jefired us firſt of all to obſerve the Pericardium, 


or outward caſe of the heart, which we did very at- 
tentively ; and by the help of our glaſſes difcerwed in it 


millions of little ſcars, which ſeemed to have been oc- 


ceaſioned by the points of innumerable darts and arrowe, 


that from time to time had glanced upon the outward 
coat; though we could not diſcover the ſmalleſt ori- 
ſice, by which any of them had entered and * che 


| inward ſubſtance. 


Every ſmatterer in anatomy knows that this Pericardi- 


| wm, or caſe of the heart, contains in it a thin reddiſh 


liquor, ſuppoſed to be bred from the vapours which 
exhale out of the heart, and, being ſlopt here, are con- 


denced into this watry ſublsnce. Upon examining this 


liquor, we found that it had in it all the qualities of 
that ſpirit which is made uſe of in the n, 


do ſhew the change of weather. 


Nor muſt ] here omit an experiment one of the com- 


5 pany aſſured us he himſelf had made with this liquor, 


which he found in great quantity about the heart of a 
coquette whom he had formerly diſſected. He affirmed 


| to as, that he had actually incloſed it in a ſinall tube 
made after the manner of a weather glaſs; but that in- 


Read of acquainting him with the variations cf the at- 


moſphere, it ſhewed him the qualities of thoſe p-rſons | 

who entered the room where it ſtood. 
| alſo, that it roſe at the approach of a plume of fea- 
thers, an embroidered coat, or a pair of fringed glove: ; 


He afhrmed 


and that it fell as ſoon as an ill-ſhaped periwig, a clumſy 
pair of ſhoes, or an unfaſhionable coat came into his 
houſe: Nay, he proceeded fo far as to aſſure us, that 
upon his laughing aloud when he flood by it, the li- 

ol. IV. * quor 
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qvor mounted very ſerfibly, and immediately ſunk again 


upon his looking ſerious. In thort, he told us, that he 


knew very well by this iavention whenever he had a man 


of ſenſe or a coxcomb in his room. 3 
H, ving cleared away the Pericardium, or the caſe and 
liquor above- mentioned, we came to the heart itſelf. The 


outward ſurface of it was extremely ſlopery, and the 
| Arco, or point, ſo very cold withal, th: t, upon endea- 
vouring to take hold of it, it glided through the fingers 


— 


like a ſmooth piece of ice. 


The fibres were turned and twifted in a more intri- 


| cate and perplexed manner than they are uſually found 


in other hearts; inſomuch that the whole heart was wound 


vp together in a gordian knot, and muſt have had very 
ir:egalar and unequal motions, whilſt it was employed in 
„ ((. * N 
One thing we thought very obſervable, namely, that, 
upon examinirg all the veſſels which came into it or iſſued 


out of it, we could not diſcover any communication that 


it had with the tongue. 


ſentiments of love, hatred, and other paſſions, did not de- 


ſcend to this before us from the brain, but from the muſ- 


cles which lie about the eye. 


Upon weighing the heart in my hand. I found it 


to be extremely lizht, and conſequently very hollow, 
wiich | did not wonder at, when, upon looking into the 


inſide of it, I ſaw multitudes of cells and cavities run- 
ning one within another, as our hilarians deſcribe the | 
apartments of Re/arnd's bower. Several of theſe little 

hollows were ſtuſfed with innumerable ſorts of trifles, 
which I ſhail forbear giving any particular account of, 
and ſhall therefore only take notice of what lay firſt and 


uppermaſt. which, upon our unfolding it and applying 
dur miſcroſcopes to it, appcaled to be a flame coloured 


r 5 £7 
We were informed that the Lady of this heart, when 
living, received the addreſſes of ſeveral who made love 
to her, and did not only give each of them encourage- 

ment, but made every one ſhe converſed with believe | 
that the regarded him with an eye of kindneſs ; for which | 


reaſon 


we could not but take notice likewiſe, that ſeveral of 
thoſe little nerves in the heart which are affected by the 
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rteaſon we expected to have ſeen the impreſſion of multi- 


tudes of faces among the ſeveral plaits and foldings of the 


heart; but to our great ſurpriſe not a ſingle print of this 


nature diſcovered itſelf until we came into the very core 
and center of it. We there obſerved a little figure, 
which, upon applying our glaſſes to it, appeared dreſſed 
in a very fantaſtick manner. The more I looked upon it, 
the more I thought I had ſeen the face before, but could 
not poſſibly recolle& either the place or time; when, at 


length, one of the company, who had examined this 
— figure more nicely than the reſt, ſhewed us plainly by the 


make of its face, and the ſeveral turns of its features, 


that the little idol which was thus lodged in the very 
middle of the heart was the deceaſed beau, whoſe head 1 
Z gave ſome account of in my laſt Tura paper. 8 
As ſoon as we had finiſhed our diſſection, we leſolved 
to make an experiment of the heart, not N able to 


determine among ourſelves the nature of its ſubſtance, 


| which Giffered in ſo many particulars from that of the 
| heart in other females. Accordingly we laid it into a 
pan of burning coals, when we obſerved in it a certain 


ſalamandrine quality, that made it capable of living in 


| the midlt of fre and flame, without being conſumed, 


or ſo much as ſinged. f 


As we wcre admiring this ſtrange Phenomenon, and 
ſtanding round the heart in a circle, it gave a molt pro- 


- digious ſigh or rather crack, and diſperſed all at once in 
ſmoke and vapour. This imaginary noiſe, which me- 
thought was louder than the burſt of a cannon, produced 


ſuch a violent ſhake in my brain, that it diſſipated the 
fumes of ſleep, and left me in an inſtant broad awake. 


F , e Wedueſday, 
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pes incerta futurt. EE Virg. En. 8. ver. 580, | | 


Hopes and fears in equal balance laid.  _ 
CE | | 5M | 5 | DRY DEW. 


um 


TFT is a lamentable thing that every man is full of com- 
1 plaints, and conſtantly uttering ſentences agairſt the | 
+. fickleneſs of fortune, when people generally bring 
upon themſelves all the calamities they fall into, — 
ate conſtantly heaping up matter for their own ſorrow 
and diſappointment. That which produces the greateſt 
part of the deluſions of mankind, is a falſe hope which | 
people indulge with ſo ſanguine a flattery to themſelves, | 
that their hearts are bent upon fantaſtical ad\antages 
which they had no reaſon to believe ſhould ever have 
| arrived to them. By this unjuſt meaſure of calcular- 
ing their happineſs, they often mourn with real afflic- 
tion for imaginary loſſes. When J am talking of this 
unhappy way of accounting for ourſelves, | cannot but 
reflect upon a particular {ct of people, who, in their | 
own favour, reſolve every thing that is poſſible into 
what is probable, and then reckon on that probability 
as on what mn uſt certainly happen. Wirr HooNEY- 
co uz, upon my obſerving his looking on a Lady with 
ſome particulzr attention, gave me an account cf the 
gieat diſtreſſes which had laid waſte that her very fine 
: 2 and had given an air of melancholy to a very 
agreeable perſon. That Lady, and a couple of ſiſters 
of lers, were, ſaid WI II, fourteen years ago, the greateſt 
| fortunes about town; but without having any loſs by 
bad tenants, by bad ſecurities, or any damage by ſea 
or land, are reduced to very narrow circumſtances. 'They 
were at that time the molt inacceſſible haughty beag- 
ties in town; and their preterſions to take upon them | 
at that unmeiciful rate, was raiſed upon the following _ 
e 95 i ſcheme, 


E «„ „ ®@ «a «a «„ „„ „„ „„ 
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2 
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ſcheme, according to which all their lovers were an- 
ſwered. noe „„ 
Our father is a youngiſh man, but then our mo- 
ther is ſomewhat older, and not likely to have any 
children: His eitate, being 860 J. per Annum, at 20 
« years purchaſe, is worth 16,coo // Our uncle who 
is above 50, has 400 J. per Aunum, which at the afore- 


+ fajd rate, is 8000 J. There is a widow aunt, who 
has 10, ooo J. at her own diſpoſal left by her huſband, 
and an old maiden aunt who has 600%! Then our 
* father's mother has goo /. per Annum, which is worth 


© 18,0c0 l. and 1000 J. each of us has of her own, Which 
cannot be taken from us. Theſe ſummed up together 


1 WD Tbis equally divided 
_ Father's $060—16,000 between us three a- 
Ucle's 4co—8000 mounts to 20,000 J. 
1 "= ae each; and allowance 
unt? ] 50005 —r6,c00 being given for enlar- 
Grandmother 90018, ooo ent upon common 


Ouvn 1000 each — 3000 fame, we may lawful⸗ 


i ly paſs for 30, oo0 4. 
Total 61,000 fortunes. _ 


m proſpect of this, and the knowledge of their own per- 


ſonal merit, every one was contemptible in their eyce, 


Fo they refuſed thoſe offers which had been frequen ly 


made them. But mark the end: The mother dies, the 


father is married again, and has a fon, on him was en- 
miled the father's, uncle's, and grand-mother's eſtate. 


This cut off 43.000 J. The maiden aunt married a tall 
Iriſhman, and with her went the 6000. The widow died, 


and left but enough to pay her debts and bury her; ſo 
| that there remained for theſe three girls but their own 
1000 1. They had by this time paſſed their prime, 


and got on the wrong fide of thirty; and muit paſs the 
remainder of their days, upbraiding mankind that they 
mind nothing but money, and bewailing that virtue. 


| ſenſe and modeſty, are had at preſent in no manner of 


eftimation, | 0 
3 1 
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I mention this caſe of Ladies before any other, bo- 


cauſe it is the moſt irreparable: For though youth is the 
time leſs capable of reflexion, it is in that ſex the only 


ſeaſon in which they can advance their fortunes. But 
if we turn our thoughts to the men, we ſee ſuch crouds 
of unhappy from no other reaſon, but an il|-grounded 


hope, that it is hard to ſay which they rather deſerve, | 


our pity or contempt. It is not unpleaſant to ſee a fel- 


low, after grown old in attendapce, and after having | 


paſſed half a life in ſervitude, call himſelf the unhappieſt 
of all men, and pretend to be diſappointed becauie a 
cauttier broke his word, He that promiſes himſelf any 
thing but what may naturally ariſe from his own pro- 


perty or liberty, and goes beyond the deſire of poſlefling 
above two parts in three even of that, lays up for him- 


 1{:3f an increafing heap of afflictions and diſappointments. 
Ihere are but two means in the world of gaining by other 
men, and theſe are by being either agreeable or conſi- 


derable. The generality of mankind do all things for 
their own ſakes; and when you hope any thing from 


perſons above you, if you cannot fay, I can be thus 


agreeable or thus ſerviceable, it is ridiculous to pre- | 
tend to the dignity of being unfortunate when they leave | 
you; you were injudicious, in hoping for any other 


than to be neglected. ſor ſuch as can come within theſe 
deſcriptions of being capable to plcaſe or ſerve your 


patron, when his humour or intereſts call for their capa- 


cy either way. 


twe-n the condition of a man who ſhuns all the pleaſures 
of life, and of one who makes it his buſineſs to purſue 
tiem. Hope in the recluſe makes his auſterilies com- 


tortable, while the luxurious man gains nothing but 
uneaſineſs from his enjoyments. What is the difference 


in the hap; ineſs of him who is macerated by abſtinence, 
and his who is ſurfeited with exceſs? He who reſigns the 
world, has no temptation to envy, hatred, malice, anger, 


| but js in conſtant poſſeſſion of a ſerene mind; he who 


fullows the pleaſures of it, which are in their very natwe 


d ſappointing, is in conſtant ſearch of care, ſolicitude, 


remorſe, and confuſion, 
PC Mr, 


It would not methiaks be an uſeleſs compariſon be- 
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Mr. SpEcTaAToR,,8B£0”  Jamary the 17, 1712. 
8 I Am a young woman and have my fortune to wake, 
I for which reaſon I come conſtantly to church to hear 
divine ſervice, and make conqueſts : But one great hin- 
* drance in this my Cefizn, is that our clerx. who wa: One 
a gardiner, has this CHriſimas fo over-Ceckt the w2nioh 
with greens, that he has quite ſpoilt my profpec, irio- 
much that I have ſcarce ſcen the young baronet i dess 
« at theſe three weeks, though we have both been very 
« conſtant at our devotions, and do not fit above thic2 
* pews of. The church, as it is now equipt, looks more 
like a green-houſe than a place of wo:ſhip: The mid- 
dle ifle is a very pretty ſhady walk, and the pews look 
like ſo mary arbours of each ſide of ir. The pu pit 
« itſelf has ſuch cluſters of ivy, holly, and reſemary about 
it, that a light fellow in our pew took occaſion to fav, 
that the congregation heard the word out of a buſl:, lice 
« Moſes. Sir Anthony Lowe's pew in particular is fo well 
* hedged, that all my batteries have no effect | wm. 
«+ obliged to ſhoot at random among the boughs, withour 


4 taking any manner of aim. Mr. SPECTATOR, uu 
_ © lefs you will give orders for removing ihcic greens. U 
| * ſhall grow a very aukward creature at church, and ſoon 
| * have little elſe to do there but to ſay my prayers, 1 


Kt 8 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


* Jenny Simper. 


4 
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Magifler artis & largitor ingeni 
Vente . | 
Neceſſity is the mother of invention. 


I Ucian rallies the philoſophers in his time, who 


could not agree whether they ſhould admit Riches 


into the number of real good; the profeſſors of the 


ſeverer ſects threw them quite out, while others as reſo- 


| lutely inſerted them. | 


I am apt to believe, that as the world grew more po 
lite, the rigid doctrines of the firſt were wholly diſcard» 
ed; and 1 do not find any one ſo hardy at preſent as to 
deny that there are very great advantages in the enoy | 
ment of a plentiful fortune. indeed the beſt and wiſeſt | 1; 
of men, though they may poſſibly deſpiſe a good part of | 
| thoſe things which the world calls —— can, I think, 


hardly be inſenſible of that weight and dignity which a 


moderate ſhare of wealth adds to their characters, coun- 


ſels, and actions. 


We find it is a general complaint in profeſſions and : 


trades, that the richeſt members of them are chiefly en- 


couraged, and this is falſly imputed to the ill- nature of 


| mankind, who are ever beſtowing their favours on ſuch 


as jeaſt want them. Whereas if we fairly conſider their 
proceedings in this caſe, ue ſhall find them founded on 


undoubted reaſon : Since ſuppoſing both equal in their 


natural integrity, I ought, in common prudence, to fear 


tool play from an indigent perſon, rather than from one 


whoſe circumftar.ces ſeem to bave placed him above the 1 


bare temptation of money. 


This reaſon alſo makes the commonwealth regard her | 
richeſt ſubjeRs,. as thoſe who are moit concerned for her | 
| Quiet and ijitereſt, and conſequently fitteſt to be intruſted 


wich her higheſt emplcyments. On the contrary, Cati- 
z line's 


Perf. Prolog. ver. 10. 


Engliſh Proverb, 


1 | l 


cvarogmws. 
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line's ſaying to thoſe men of deſperate fortunes, who 
applied themſelves to him, and of whom he afterwards 


compoſed his army, that rhey bas ucthing to hope for but 


@ civil war, was too true not to mzke the impreſſions 
he defired. 
believe I hs not 1 but that what I have "TTY in 


| Praiſe of money, will be more than ſufficient with moſt 


of my readers to excuſe the ſubject of my preſent paper, 


| which I intend as an eſſay on The ways to raiſe @ man's 
fortune, or, The art of growing rich. | 


The firit and moſt infallible method towards the at · 
taining of this end in Thrift : All men are not equally 
qualified for getting money, but it 1s in the power 


| of every one alike to practiſe this virtue, and I be- 
live there are very few perſons, who, if they pleaſe 
do reflect on their paſt lives, will not find that had 
they faved all thoſe little ſums which they have ſpent 
| unneceffarily, they might at preſent have been maſters 

| of a competent fortune. Diligence juſtly claims the next 
place to Thrift: I find both theſe excellently well re- 
| commended to common ale 1 in * three lowing tl 
= lian proverbs, | | 


| Newer do that by proxy auh. ob you can do yourſel 15 
| Newer defer that till to-morrow which you can do to- 2 
Never neglect 4 matters and * 


A third inſtrument of growing rich, is 22 in * 


Kucſi, which, 26 well as the two former. is allo attain- 


able by perſons of the meaneſt capacities. 
The famous De Vit, one of the greateſt ſtateſmen | 
of the age in which he lived, being aked by a frieud 


How he was able to diſpatch that multitude of affairs i in 


which he was engaged? replyed, That his whole art 


@onfiſted in doing ene thing at once. If, ſays he, | have 


any neceſſary diſpatches io make, I think of nothing 


| elſe until thoſe are finiſhed; If any domeſtick affuits 


require my attention, I give myſelf up wholly to them: 
until they are ſet in order. 


In ſhort, we often ſee men of dull and 3 


tempers, arriving to great eſtates, by mak ing a  regulap 
H ard n diffofiticn of their buſineſs, and chat v irh- 


F 5. | Our: ; 
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out it the greateſt parts and moſt lively imaginations 
_ puzzle their affairs, than bring them to an happy 
iſſue. | 8 

From what has been ſaid, I think I may lay it down as 
a maxim, that every man of good common {ſenſe may, if 
he pleaſes, in his particular ſtation of life, moſt certainly 
be rich. The resſon why we ſometimes ſee that men of 
the gieateſt capacities are not ſo, is either becauſe they 
Ceipiie wealth in compariſon of ſomething elſe; or at leaſt 


are not content to be getting an eſtate, unleſs they may 


do it their own way, and at the ſame time enjoy all the 
pleaſures and gratifications of life. Gp 


hut beſides theſe ordinary forms of growing rich, it 


muſt be allowed that there is rcom for genius, as well in 
this as in all other circumſtances of life. 


Though the ways of getting money were long ſince 
very numerous ; and though ſo many new ones have been | 


found out of late years, there is certainly ſtilt remaining 
ſo large a field for invention, that a man of an indifferent 


head might eaſily ſit down and draw up ſuch a plan for 
the conduct and ſupport of his life, as was never yet once | 


thought of. 


We daily ſee methods put in practice by hungry and | 
| ingenious men, which demonlirate the power of invention 


In this particular. 


It is reported of Scarameuche, the firlt famous [alien | 


comedian, that being at Paris and in great want, he be- 
thought himſelf of conſtantly plying near the door of a 
noted perfurmer in that city, and when any one came 
out who had been buying ſnuff, never failed to deſire a 


taſte of them: when he had by this means got together 
a quantity made up of ſeveral different ſoits, he fold it 
again at a lower rate to the ſame perfumer, who finding 
out the trick, called it Tatac de mille flrurs, or ſnuff of | 
a th rjand flaarers. The ſtory farther tells us, that by | 
this means he pct a very comfortable ſubſiſtence, until 
making too much haſte to grow rich, he one day took 
fluch an unreaſonable pinch out of the box of a Swzs cfh- 


cer, 55 engaged him in a quarrel, and obliged him to quit 
this ingen:ous way of life | 


Not cen I in this place omit doing juſtice to a youth | 


of my own country, who, though ke is ſcarce yet 
e - twelie 


Nes 


twelve years old, has with great induſtry and applica- 


| mediate intelligence to the ſecretary of ſtate. 
cretary preſently ſent down a ſpecial meſſenger, who 
brought up the traitor to court, and provided him at the 
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tion attained to the art of beating the grenadiers march 
on his chin. I am credibly info med that by this n. eans 
he does not only maintain himiclf and his mother, bu: 


| that he is laying up movey every diy, with a deſigu. 
if the war continues, to purchaſe a drum at leaft, it bot 


a pair of colours. | 
I ſhall conclude theſe inflznces wich tis device of the 
famous Rabelais, when he was at a great diſtance from 


Paris, and without money to bear his expences thithe-. 


This ingenious author being thus ſharp ſet, got together 
a convenient quantity of br:ck-duſt, and having diſpoſed 


of it into ſeveral papers, writ upon one Paiſen for Mon- 
feeur, upon a ſecond, Poijan far the Dauphin, and on a 


third, Posen for the. Kg. Having made this proviſion 
for the Royal family of France, he laid his papers ſa 
that this landlord, who was an inquiſitive man, and a 
good ſubject, might get a ſight of tm. 

The plot ſucceeded as he deſired: The hoſt gave im- 
The ie- 


King's expence with proper accommodations on the 


road. As ſoon as he appeared he was known to be 
| the celebrated Rabelais, and his powder upon examina- 
won being found very innocent, the jeſt was only laughed 


O ; 
; for which a lets eminent Droil would have been ſeat 


to the gallies.. 
Trade and commerce might doubtleſs be Qlill EY 


| a thouſand ways, out of which would ariſe ſuch branches 


2s have not yet been touched. The famous Doi!y is (til 
treſh in every ones memory, who raiſed a fortune by 
finding out materials for ſuch ſtuffs as might at once 
be cheap and genteel. I have heard it affirmed, that 


had not he diſcovered this fruzal method ct gratifying 


our pride, we ſhould hardly have been able to cariy on 


the lait war. 


1 regard trade not only as highly advantageous to. the 


| commonwealth in general; but as the molt natural and: 


bkely method of making a man's fortune, having ob- 


| ſerved, ſince my being a Scafator in the world, greater: | 


eſtates _ about Chas Ze, than at 7“ ach all or St. June. s, 
J. be>. 
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believe I may alſo add, that the firſt acquiſitions are 
generally attended with more ſatis faction, and as good a 
conſcience. | | 0s 

I muſt not however cloſe this eſſay, without obſerving 


that what has been ſaid is only intended for perſons in the 
common ways of tkriving, and is not dcſigned for thoſe 


men who from low beginnivgs puſh themſelves up to the 
top of ſlates, and the moſt conſiderable figures in life. My 


maxim of Sawing is not deſigned for ſuch as theſe, fince 2 
| nothing is more uſc al than for Trift to diſappoint the | 
ends of Ambition; it being almoſt impoſſible that the mind 


ſhould be intent upon trifles, while it is at the ſame time 

forming ſome =”m deſign. TG 5 
may therefore compare theſe men to a great poet, 

who, as Longinus ſays, while he is full of the moſt mag- 


nificent ideas, is not always at leiſure to mind the little 


beauties and niceties of his art. 


1 would howerer have all my readers take great care 


how they miilake themſelves for uncommon Genzus's, and 
men above rule, ſince it is very eaſy for them to be de- 
ceived in this particular. T „ 


SSSSS SSS SGS 
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- Poſthabui tamen illorum mea ſeria ludo. 


Virg. Ecl. 7. ver. 27. 


Their, mirth to ſhare, I bid my buſineſs wait. 


great charm; but under the notion of being un- 
conſtrained and diſengaged, people take upon them 


to be urconcerned in any duty of life. A general neg- 
ligence is what they aſſume upon all occaſions, and ſet 
up for an averſioa to all manner of buſineſs and atten= | 
tion. I am the care leſſeſt creature in the world, I have 


certainly the worſt memory of any man living, are frequent 


expreſſions in the mouth of a pretender of this fort It 5 
is a profeſſed maxim with theſe people never to hint; 


there is ſomething ſo {.lemn in reſſexion, they, forſooth, 


NONE ONONO) 


\ N unaffected behaviour is without queſtion a very 
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can never give themſelves time for ſuch a way of employ- 


ing themſelves. It happens often that this ſort of man is 


heavy enough in his nature to be a good proſicient in 


ſuch matters as are attainable by induſtry ; but alas! he 


has ſuch an ardent d. fire to be what he is not, to be too 


volatile, to have the faults of a perſon of ſpirit, that he 


profeſſes himſelf the moſt unfit man living for any man- 


ner of application. When this humour enters into the 


bead of a female, ſhe generally profeſſes ſickneſs upon all 


occaſions, and acts all things with an indiſpoſed air: She 


is offended, but her mind is too lazy to raiſe her to anger, 


therefore ſhe lives only as actuated by a violent ſpleen 
and gentle ſcorn. She has hardly curioſity to liſten to 
ſcandal of her acquaintance, and has never attention 
enough to hear them commended. This affectation in 
both ſexes makes them vain of being uſeleſs, and take a 
certain pride in their infignificancy. 8 


Oppoſite to this folly is another no leſs unreaſonable, 


and that is the impertinence of being always in a hurry. 
There are thoſe who viſit Ladies, and beg pardon, be- 


fore they are well ſeated in their chairs, that they juſt 


| called in, but are obliged to attend buſineſs of impor- 
dance elſewhere the very next moment: Thus they run 


from place to place, profeſſing that they are obliged to 


| be ſtill in another company than that which they are in. 


Theſe perſons who are juſt a going ſomewhere elie ſhould 


1 never be detained ; let all the world allow that buſineſs 


is to be minded, and their affairs will be at an end. 


| Their vanity is to be importuned, and compliance with 
their multiplicity of affairs would effectually diſpatch them. 


The travelling Ladies, who have half the town to ſee 


in an afternoon, may be pardoned for being in conſtaut 


hurry ; but it is inexcuſable in men to come where they 


have no buſineſs, to profeſs they abſent themſelves where 
they have. It has been remarked by ſome nice obſervers 


and criticks, that there is nothing diſcovers the true tem- 
per of a perſon ſo much as his letters. I have by me two 


E epiilles, which are written by two people of the dif- 


ferent hutnours above-mentioned. It is wonderful that 


| a man cannot obſerve upon himſelf when he fits down 
| to write, but that he will gravely commit himſelf to 
Paper the ſame man that he is in the freedom of con- 


verſatior. 
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verſation. I have hardly ſeen a line from any of theſe 
Gentlemen, but ſpoke them as abſent from what they 
were doing, as they profeſs they are when they come in- 
to company. Far the folly is, that they have perſuaced 
themſelves they really are buſy. Thus their whole time 
is ſpent in ſuſpenſe of the preſent moment to the next, 
and then from the next to the ſucceeding, which to the 


end of life, is to paſs away with pretence to many things, | 


and execution of nothing. 


, 6 © HE poſt is juſt going out, and I have many other | 
5 


letters of very great importance to write this 
evening, but [ could not omit making my compli- 


ments to you for your civilities to me when I was laſt in 
town. It is my misfortune to be full of buſineſe, that 


I cannot tell you a thouſand things which I have to ſay 


to you. I muſt defire you to communicate the contents 


| © of this to no one living; but believe me to be, with 
JJ : A au 
Tour moſt obedient, 
bumble ſervant, 


Fate writing, of all things in the world; however, 
I though I have drank the waters, and am told | 


* ought not to uſe my eyes {o much, | cannot forbear writ. - 


ing to you, to tell you | have been to the laſt degree hip- 


_ © ped ſince | faw you. How could vou entertain ſuch a 
© thought, as that I ſhould hear cf that filly fellow with 


patience ? Take my word tor it, there is nothing in it; 
and you may believe it when ſo lazy a creature as | am 


and paper in my hand. Forgive this, you know | ſhall 

not often offend in this kind. I am very mach _ 
e | | Yeur /ervant, 8 

3 9 5 iin Entherdows: 

The fhlliav is of your country, prigtice fend me word lo ꝛc- 

ever aubeiber he has /o great an tale. 3 


© a «a „ — 


N Stephen Courier. | 


undergo the pains to aſſure you of it by taking pen, ink, 


© 6G GG GG a K «6 - - — —ũ—— — 6G a a 6 OO a A „ „ U „„ „ a „ «„ „ 
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Mr. Sr TA TOR, „ Jan. $4; 3738; 
Am clerk of the pariſh from whence Mrs. Simper 
1 ſends her complaint, in your yeſterday's Spectator. 


1 muſt beg of you to publiſh this as a publick ad- 


monition to the aforeſaid Mrs. Simper, otherwiſe all 
my honeſt care in the diſpoſi:ion of the greens in the 
church will have no effect: I ſtall therefore with 
your leave lay before you the whole matter. I was 


formerly, as ſhe charges me, for ſeveral years a gar- 


diner in the county of Kent. But I mult abſolutely 
deny, that it is out of any affection I retain for my 


old employment that I have placed my greens ſo libe- 
rally about the church, but out of a particular ſpleen I 


conceived againſt Mrs. Simper (and others of the ſame 
filterhood) ſome time ago. As to herſelf, I had one 
day ſet the hundredth P/a/m, and was ſinging the firit 
line in order to put the congregation into the tune, 
ſhe was all the while curtſying to Sir An/hony, in ſo 


affected and indecent a manner, that the indignation 


I conceived at it made me forget mylelf ſo tar, as 


from the tune of that P/a/m to wander into South- 
avell tune, and from thence into Mindſer tune, flill 


unable to recover myſelf until I had with the ut- 
moſt confuſion ſet a new one. Nay, I have often 
ſcen her riſe up and ſmile, and curtſy to one at the 
lower end of the charch in the midſt of a G!2ria Pa- 
tri; and when I have ſpoke the aflent to a prayer 


with a long Anen uttered with decent pravity, the 
has been rolling her eyes around about in ſuch a man- 


ner, as plainly ſhewed, however ſhe was moved, it 
was not towards an heavenly ohject. la ftae, ſhe 
extended her conqueſts ſo fir over the males, and 
raiſed ſuch envy in the females, that what between love 
or thoſe, and the jealouſy of theie, I was almoſt the 
only perſon that looked in a prayer-book all church- 
time. I had ſeveral projects in my head to put a ſtop 
to this growing miſchief; but as I have long lived 
in Kent, and there often heard how the K:r:;/5- men 


© evaded the conqueror, by carrying green boughs over 


their heads, it put me in mind cf priftifing this divice 
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2 * againſt Mrs. Simper, I find I have preſerved many a 


* young man from her eye-ſhot by this means: there- 


©. fore humbly pray the boughs may be fixed, until ſhe 


c ſhall _—_ fecurity for her peaceable intentions, 
Tour humble ſervant, 


T | Francis Stembeld. 
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Ve, quicungue Deus, guicungue adhibebitur heros, 
Regali conſpettus in auro nuper & cfiro, 
Migret in obſcuras humili ſermcne tabernas : 
| Ha, , _ witat bumum, nubes & inania captet. 


Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 227. 25 


uu Bat then they did not wrong themſelves ſo much, 
To make a God, a Hero, or a King 
(Stript of his golden crown, and purple robe) 
Deſcend to a mechanick dialect; | 
Nor (to avoid ſuch meanneſs) ſoaring high, 
With empty ound, and airy notions, fly. 


Ros cou. © 2 


and ſentiments in the Paradije Loft, we are in the 


H Aving i treated of the fable, the characters 
laſt place to conſider the Language; and as the 


learned world is very much divided upon N in as to | 
this point, I hope they will excuſe me if I appear pa- 
| ticular in any of my opinions, and incline to thoſe who. 


Judge the moſt advantageouſly of the author. 


It is requiſite that the language of an heroic poem | 


ſhould be both perſpicuous and ſublime. In proportion. 


as either of theſe two qualities are wanting, the lan- 


guage is imperfect, Perſpicuity is the firſt and moſt ne- 


ceſſary qualification; inſomuch that a good-natured rea | - 


der ſometimes overlooks a late Gp even in Bn: gram- 


++04 4 E ert 


Ar 


mar or Syntax, whete it is impoſtible for him to miſtake 


the poets ſenſe, Of this kind is that paſſage in Milton, 
wherein he ſpeaks of Satau; ” 8 8 


—Ged and his Son except, 
Created thing neught valu'd be nor ſhunn'd, 


And that in which he deſcribes Adam and Eve. 


Adam the geodliefi man of men fince born 
His fons, the faireft of bir daughters Eve. 


Ir is plain, that in the former of theſe paſſages accord. 


ing to the natural Syntax, the divine perſons mentioned 


in the firſt line are repreſented as created beings; and 
that, in the other, Adam and Ewe are confounded with 


their ſons and daughters. Such little blemiſhes as theſe, 
when the thovght is great and natural, we ſhould with 


Horace, impute to a pardenable inadvertency, or to the 
weakneſs of human nature, which cannot attend to each 


minute particular, and give the laſt finiſhing to every cir- 


cumſtance in ſo long a work. The ancient criticks there- 
| fore, who were acted by a ſpirit of candour, rather than 


that of cavilling, invented certain figures of ſpeech, on 
purpoſe to palliate little errors of this nature in the writ- 


| ings of thoſe authors who had ſo many greater beauties 
to atone for them. 


If clearneſs and perſpicuity were only to be conſult. 


dd, the poet would have nothing elſe to do but to clothe 


his thoughts in the moſt plain and natural expreſſions. 
But ſince it often happens that the moſt obvious phraſes, 


and thoſe which are uſed in ordinary converſation, be- 

come too familiar to the ear, and contract a kind of mean- 
neſs by paſling through the mouths of the vulgzr; a 
poet ſhould take particular care to guard himſelf againſt 
idiomatick ways of ſpeaking. Ov and Lucas have 


many poorneſſes of expreſſion upon this account, as tak- 


ing up with the firſt phraſes that offered, without put- 
| ting themſelves to the trouble of looking after ſuch as 
would not only have been natural, but alſo elevated and 
ſublime. Milton has but few failings in this kind, of 
| which, however, you may meet with ſome inſtances, as 
in the following paſſages, : 8 


Enbrios 
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Embrios and idiots, eremites and fricrs, | 
White, black ard gray, with all their trumpery, 
Here pil; rims 10 Gmo—— 

— A white ciſtourſe they hol, 

No fear leſt dinner cool; when thus began 

Our Aut her. —— . | 

Who of all ages to ſuc eed, but feeling 

T he evil on him brought by me, ab. curſe 

My head, :!/ fare cur anceſtor impares 

For this we may thank Adam. 


The great maſters in compoſition, knew very well 


that many an elegant phraſe becomes improper for a 


poet or an crator, when it has been debi.ſed by © nmon 


uſe. For this reaſon the works of ancient authors, which 
are written in dead languages, have a great advantage | 


over thoſe which are written in languages that aic now 
ſpoken. Were there any mean phraſe; or 1dioms in 


Virgil and Homer, they would not ſhock the ear of the | 
moſt delicate modern reader, ſo much as they would | 
have done that of an old Greet or Roman, becauſe we | 
never hear them pronounced in our ſtreets, or in ordinary | 


_ converſation. > 


It is not therefore ſufficient, that the language of an | 
epic poem be perſpicuous, unleſs it be alſo ſublime. To 
this end it ought to deviate from the common forms | 
and ordinary phraſes of ſpeech. The judgment of a 


poet very much diſcovers itſelf in ſhunning the common 
roads of expreſſion, without falling into ſuch ways of 


' ſpeech as may ſeem ſtiff and unnatural ; he muſt not 


ſwell into a falſe ſublime, by endeavouring to avoid the 
Other extreme. Among the Greeks, Æſchylus, and ſome- 


times Sephocles, were guilty of this fault; among the [ 


| Latins, Claudian and Statius; and among our own coun- 
trymen, Shake/pear and Lee. In theſe authors the affecta- 


tion of greatneſs often hurts the perſpicuity of the ſtile, | 
as in many others the endeavour after perſpicuity preju | 


dices its greatneſs. 


| Ariſtotle has obſerved, that the idiomatick ftile may 


be avoided, and the ſublime formed, by the n 


methods. Firſt, by the uſe of metaphors; ſuch are thole | 


of Milion. 
= Imparadiſed 


Ne 28; TAE SPECTATOR, 139 
Imparadiſed in one another's arms. | 
| = nd in his hand a reed © 
Staca waving tipt with Aire. 
T he graſii clods now calv d. 
Spangled auth eye: ; 


In theſe and innumerable other inſtances, the meta- 
phors are very bold but juſt; | muſt however obſerve that 
the methaphors are not ſo thick ſown in M. iin, which al- 
ways favours too much of wit; that they never clath with 
one another, which, as Ariſtotle obſerves, turns a ſentence 
into a kind of an enigma or riddle; and that he ſeldom 
has recourſe to them where the proper and natural words 
will do as well. 5 | 5 | 

Another way of raiſing the language, and giving it a 
poetical turn, is to make uſe of the idioms of other 
_ tongues. Virgil is full of the Greek forms of ſpeech, 

which the criticks call Helieni/ms, as Horuce in his odes 


| abounds with them much more than Virgil. I need not 


mention the ſeveral dialects which Homer has made uſe 


of for this end. Milton, in conformity with the practice 


of the ancient poets, and with Ari/o/le's rule, has infuſed 


| a great many Latiniſms as well as Graciſms, and ſome- 


times Hebrai/ms, into the language of his poem; as to- 
wards the beginning of it. e 


Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel. 
Vet to their gen'ra,”s woice they ſoon obey\d.—— 
— Who ſball tempt with auand ring fes 
The dark unbottom'd infinite abyſs, = 
And through the palpable obſcure find out 
His uncourh way, or fpread his airy flight 
U born with indefatigable wings 
Over ibe vaſt abrupt! Su 
do both aſcend 
In the viſions of G0 Book 2. 
| Under this head may be reckoned the placing the 
adjective after the ſubſlantive, the tranſpoſition of words, 
the turning the adjeCtive into a ſubſtantive, with ſeveral. 
| other foreign modes of ſpeech which this poet has na- 
oh Root EA | turalized 
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turaliſed to give his verſe the greater ſound, and throw 
it out of proſe. | 
The third method mentioned by Ariſtotle is what 
agrees with the genius of the Grezk language more than 
with that of any other tongue, and is therefore more uſed 


by Hemer than by any other poet. J mean the Jength. | 
ning of a phraſe by the addition of words, which may | 


either be inſerted or omitted, as alſo by the extending or 
contracting of particular words by the inſertion or omiſ. 
ſion of certain ſyllables. Milton has put in practice this 


method of raiſing his language, as far as the nature of 


our tongue will permit, as in the paſſage abyve-men- 
_ tioned, Eremite, for what is hermite, in common diſcourſe. 


If you obſerve the meaſure of his verſe, he has with [ 


great judgment ſuppreſſed a ſyllable in ſeveral words, 


and ſhortned thoſe of two ſyllables into one, by which | 
method, beſides the above mentioned advantage, he has 


given a greater variety to his numbers. But this practice 
is more particularly remarkable in the names of perſons 
and of countries, as Beelzebub, Heſſebon, and in many 
other particulars, wherein he has either changed the 


name, or made uſe of that which is not the moſt com: | 
monly known, that he might the better depart from the 


language of the vulgar. | VV 
The ſame reaſon recommended to him ſeveral old 


words, which alſo makes his poem appear the more ve- | 


nerable, and gives it a greater air of antiquity. 


I muſt likewiſe take notice, that there are in Millu 1 


ſeveral words of his own coining, as cerberean, miſcreated, 
Hell doom'd, Embryon atoms, and many others. If the 


reader is offended at this liberty in our Eng liſb poet. | | 


would recommend him to a diſcourſe in Plutarch, which 


ſhews us how frequently Homer has made uſe of the ſame 


liberty. 


| Milton, by the above-mentioned helps, and by the | 
choice of the nobleſt words and phraſes which our tongue 
would afford him, has carried our language to a greater! 


height than any of the Engliſb poets have ever done be- 


fore or after him, and made the ſublimity of his ſtile equal Ez 


to that of his ſentiments. 


I have been the more particular in theſe obſervation | 
on Milton's Stile, becauſe it is that part of him in _ If 


| becauſe his poem is written in blank verſe. 
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he appears the moſt ſingular. The remarks I have here 
made upon the practice of other poets, with my obſerva- 
tions out of Ariſtotle, will perhaps alleviate the prejudice 
which ſome have taken to his poem upon this account ; 
though after all, I muſt confeſs that I think his ſtile, 
though admirable in general, is in ſome places too much 


. ſtiffened and obſcured by the frequent uſe of tho® me- 
| thods, which Ariſtotle has preſcribed for the ain; of it. 


This redundancy of thoſe ſeveral ways of 1.:eech, which 


Ariſtotle calls foreign language, and with which Milton has 


ſo very much enriched, and in ſome places da kned the 
language of his poem, was the more proper for his uſe, 
Rhyme, 
without any other aſſiſtance, throws the language off from 
proſe, and very often makes an indifferent phraſe paſs un- 
regarded; but where the verſe 1s not built upon rhymes, 


there pomp of ſound, and energy of expreſſion, are indiſ- 


penſibly neceſſary to ſupport the ſtile, and keep it from 


falling into the flatneſs of proſe. 


Thoſe who have not a taſte for this elevation of ſtile, 
and are apt to ridicule a poet when he departs from the 
common forms of expreſſion, would do well to ſee how 
Ariſtotle has treated an ancient author called Euclid, for 
his inſipid mirth upon this occaſion. Mr. Dryden uſed to 
call theſe ſort of men his proſe-criticks. 

I ſhould, under this head of the language, conſider Mil. 


tor's numbers, in which he has made uſe of ſeveral g 


eliſions, which are not cuſtomary among other Engli/þ 
poets, as many be particularly obſerved in Eis cutting off 


the letter T, when it precedes a vowel. This, and ſome 
other innovations in the meaſure of his verſe, has varied 


his numbers in ſuch a manner, as makes them incapable 
of ſatiating the ear, and c'oying the reader, which the fame 


| uniform meaſure would certainly have done, and wich 
| the perpetual returns of rhyme never fail to do in long 


narrarive poems. I ſhall cloſe theſe reflexions upon the 


| language of Paradiſe Loft, with oblerving that Miltcn has 
| copied after Homer rather than Virgil in the length of his 


periods, the copiouſneſs of his phraſes, and the runnii 


. P . 'S ö 
of his verſes into one another. 1. 
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Nomina hon:fta prætenduntur vitiis. 


Tacit. Ann. I. 14. c. 21, 


Specious names are lent to cover vices. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, York, Jan. 18, 1712. 
Pretend not to inform a Gentleman of ſo juſt a 
J taſte, whenever he pleaſes to uſe it; but it may not 
be amiſs to inform your readers, that there is a falſe 
delicacy as well as a true one. True delicacy, as | 
take it, conſiſts in exactneſs of judgment and dignity 


fore. A good conſtitution appears in the ſoundneſs 


the ſtomach; And a falſe delicacy is affectation, not 
politeneſs. 
but truth and virtue? Virtue, which, as the ſatiriſt 
long ſince obſerved, is real honour; whereas the other 
diſt-nRions among mankind are merely titular. Judg- 
ing by that rule in my opinion, and in that of many of 


ſerving 
gentle, and to allow too many excuſes for an enor- 


in all its branches and degrees expreſly forbidden by 
that religion we pretend to profels ; and whoſe laws, 


ſhould take place of thoſe rules which men of corrupt 
minds, and thoſe of weak underſtandings, follow. [ 


LEST ST SS SSNSC — d „0 O G aa s ca 


than the giving fair names to foul actions: for this 
* corfounds vice and virtue, and takes off that natural 


s horror 


of ſentiment, or if you will, purity of affection, as | 
this is oppoſed to corruption and groſſneſs. There | 
are pedants in breeding as well as in learning. The | * 
eye that cannot bear the light js not delicate but | 

and vigour of the parts, not in the ſqueamiſhneſs of | 


What then can be the ſtandard of delicacy | 


your virtuous female readers, you are fo far from de - | 
Mr. Caurtih's accuſation, that you ſeem too | 
mous crime, which is the reproach of the age, and 8 | 


in a nation that calls itſelf chriſtian, one would think | 


know not any thing more pernicious to good manners, 


2 


a a oa «a 8 
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© horror we have to evil. An innocent creature, who 
« would ſtart at the name of ſtrumpet, may think it 
* pretty to be called a miſtreſs, eſpecially if her ſeducer 
| © has taken care to inform her, that a union of hearts is 
the principal matter in the ſight of heaven, and that 
the buſineſs at church is a mere idle ceremony. Who 
© knows not that the difference between obſcene and 
* modeſt words expreſſing the ſame action, confiſts only 
jn the acceſſary idea, for there is nothing immodeſt in 
letters and ſyllables. Fornication and adultery are mo- 


| * deſt words; becauſe they expreſs an evil action as 


criminal, and ſo as to excite horror and averſion : 


_ * Whereas words repreſenting the pleaſure rather than 


© the ſin, are for this reaſon indecent and diſhoneſt. Your 
papers would be chargeable with ſomething worſe than 

* indelicacy, they would be immoral, did you treat the 

* deteſtable fins of uncleanneſs in the ſame manner as 
you rally an impertinent ſelf- love, and an artful glance; 


| * as thoſe laws would be very unjuſt, that ſhould chaſ- 


* tiſe, murder and petty larceny with the ſame puniſh- | 


| * ment. Even delicacy requires that the pity thewn 


* to dillreſſed indigent wickedneſs, firſt betrayed into, 
and then expelled the harbours of the brothel, ſhould 
* be changed to deteitation, when we confider pam 


| * percd vice in the habitations of the wealthy. The | 
| * molt free perian of quality, in Mr, Courtlys phraſe, 


* that is, to ſpeak properly, a woman of figure who 
* has forgot her birth and breeding, diſhonoured her re- 
* lations and herſelf, abandoned her virtue and reputa- 
(tion, together with the natural modeſty of her ſex; 
and riſked her very ſoul, is ſo far from deſerving to 
© be treated with no worie character than that of a kind 


| © woman, (which is doubtleſs Mr. Crarth's meaning, 


if he has any) that one can ſcarce be too ſevere on 
ber, in as much as ſhe ſins againſt greater reſtraints, 
is leſs expoſed, and liable to fewer temptations, than 
* beauty in poverty and diſtreſs. It is hoped there- 
* fore, Sir, that you will not lay aſide your generous 
* celign of expoſing that monſtrous wickedneſs of the 
town, whereby a multitude of innocents are ſacrificed | 


em a more barbarous manner than thet2 who were of- 


feed 
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fered to Moloch. The unchaſte are provoked to fee 
their vice expoſed, and the chaſte cannot rake into 


| ſuch filth without danger of defilement, but a mere 


SPECTATOR may look into the bottom, and come 


off without partaking in the guilt. The doing fo will 
convince us you purſue publick good, and not merely 


your own advantage: But if your zeal flackens, how 


can one help thinking that Mr. Courtly's letter is but a 


feint to get off from a ſubjeA, in which either your 


own, or the private and baſe ends of others to whom 


you are partial, or thoſe of whom you are afraid, would 
not endure a reformation ? e | 


I am, Sir, your humble ſervant and adn. Jo long 
as jou tread in ihe paths of truth, virtue, and bs. | 


nour. 


Mr. SrECTATOR, | 


5 | EO Trin. Coll. Cantab. Jan. 12, 1711-12, 1 
IT is my fortune to have a chamber- fellow, with | 


whom, though I agree very well in many ſentiments, 


yet there is one in which we are as contrary as light 
and darkneſs. We are both in love: His miſtreſs is 
a lovely fair, and mine a lovely brown. Now as the 


praiſe of our miſtreſſes beauty employs much of our 
time, we have frequent quarrels in entring upon that 


ſubject, while each ſays all he can to defend his choice. | 
For my own part, | have racked my fancy to the ut- 


moſt ; and ſometimes, with the greateſt warmth of 
imagination, have told him, That night was made 
before day, and many more fine things, though with- 


out any effect: Nay, laſt night I could not forbear ſay- 


ing with more heat than judgment, that the devil ought 


to be painted white, Now my defire is, Sir, that 
you would be pleaſed to give us in black and white 
your opinion in the matter of diſpute between us; 


which will either furniſh me with freſh and prevailing 


arguments to maintain my own taſte, or make me with | 
_ © leſs repining allow that of my chamber-fellow. I | 
know very well that 1 have Fack Cleveland and Bond's 


Herace on my fide ; but when he has ſuch a band of 


_ © rhymers and romance-writers, with which he op- |. 
_ © poſes me, and is ſo continually chiming te the tune of 
5 e N golden 
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golden treſſes, yellow locks, milk, marble, ivory, filrer, 


_ « {wans, ſnow, daiſies, doves, and the Lord knows what; 


which he is always ſounding with ſo much vebemenee 
in my ears, that he often puts me into a brown ſtudv 
« how to anſwer him; and I find that ]l am in à t:ic 
way to be quite confounded, without your timely ailil- 
© tance afforded to, tn | 

: SIE. 


Your hum3le ſervant, 


2 Philobrune. 


sss ,msssses8d 
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"hs Mlenand. 
Dear native land, how do the good and wiſe 
Thy happy clime and countleſs bleſſings prize 


[ Look upon it as a peculiar happineſs, that were I to 


$ chooſe of what religion I would be, and under what 
government | would live, I ſhould moſt certainly give 


the preference to that form of religion,and government 


which is eſtabliſhed in my own country. In this point 1 


think I am determined by reaſon and conviction ; but 
if 1 ſhall be told that I am acted by prejudice, I am ſure 


it is an honeſt prejudice, it is a prejudice that ariſes from 
the love of my country, and therefore ſuch an one as I 
will always indulge. J have in ſeveral papers endeavour- 
ed to _— my duty and eſteem for the church of Exg- 
d deſign this as an eſſay upon the civil part of our 

conſtitution, having often entertained myſelf with reflexi- 
ors on this ſubject, which I have not met with in other 
writers. %% od» . 

That form of government appears to me the moſt rea- 


ſonable, which is moſt conformable to the equality that 


we find in human nature, provided it be conſiſtent with 
. 5 public 
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publick peace and tranquillity. This is what may pro- 
perly be called liberty, which exempts one man from ſub. 


jection to another ſo far as the order and oeconomy of -- I 


government will permit. 


Liberty flould reach every individual of a people, as 
they all ſhare one common nature; if it only ſpreads a: 


mong particular branches, there had better be none at all, 


lince ſuch a liberty only aggravates the misfortune of thoſe | 
who are deprived of it, by ſetting before them a difagreea- | 


ble ſubject of compariſon. 


Ibis libeity is beſt preſerved, where the legiſlative | 


power is lodged in ſeveral perſons, eſpecially if thoſe per- 
tons are of diſferent ranks and intereſts; for where they 


are of the ſame rank, and conſequently have an intereſt to 


manage peculiar to that rank, it differs but little from a 
deſpotical government in a ſingle perſon. But the great- 
eil ſecurity a pcople can have for their ['berty, is when 


the legiſlative power is in the hands of perſons fo happily 


” diſtinguiſhed, that by providing for the particular intereſts 


of their ſeveral ranks, they are providing for the whole i 
body of the people; or in other words, when there is no 
Part of the people that has not a common intereſt with at 


leafl one part of the legiſlators. 


If thee be but one body of legiſlators, it is no better 


than a tyranny; if there are only two, there will want a 
_ calling voice, and one of them muit at length be ſwallow · 


ed up by Ciſputes and contentions that will neceſſarily atife 


between them. Four would have the ſame inconveni- 
encc 2: two, and a greater number would cauſe too much 


confution. | could never read a paſſage in Pol, bius, and ano- 


the in Cicero, to this purpoſe, wichout a ſecret pleaſure in 
applying it to the Exgliſb conſtitution, which it ſuit» much 


better than the Reman. Both theſe great authors give the 
pre- eminence to a mixt government, couſitting of three 


branches, the regal, the nobl-, and the popular. They 
had doubtleſs in their thoughts the conſtitution of the 
| Raman commonwealth, in which the Conſul repreic ted the 
King, the ſenate the nobles, and the tbune: the ple. 
This diviſion of the three powers in the Roman c. ilitu- 


tion was by no means ſo diſtinct and natural, as it i in 


the Engliſb form of government. Among ſeveral objec- 
tions that might be made to it, I think the chief are thoſe 


that | 
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that affect the conſular power, which had only the cin. 
ments without the force of the regal author; ow 
number had not a caſting voice in ic; for which roatul, 
if one did not chance to be employed abroa', wile the 
other ſat at home, the publick buſineſs was {ometimes at 
a ſtand, while the conluls pulled tu o different ways in it. 


Beſides, I do not find that the conſuls had ever a nega- 
tire voice in the paſſing of a law, or decree of ſenate, ſo 
that indeed they were rather the chief body of the nobi- 


lity, or the firſt miniſters of ſtate, than a diſtinct branch of 
the ſovereignty, in which none can be looked upon as a 
part, who are not a part of the legiſlature. Had the con- 
ſuls been inveſted with the regal authority to as great a 


degree as our Monarchs, there would never have been 
any occaſions for a diftatorſhip, which had in it the power 
of all the three orders, and ended in the ſubverſion of the 


whole conſtitution. Oe | = 
Such an hiſtory as that of Suetonius, which gives us a 


ſucceſſion of abſolute princes, is to me an unanſwerable 
argument againſt deſpoiick power Where the Prince is 


a man of wiſdom and virtue, it is indeed happy for his 


people that he is abſolute ; but ſince in the common run 
| of mankind, for one that is wif: and good you find ten of 
a contrary character, it is very dangerous for a nation to 
fland to its chance, or to have its public happineſs or 
miſery depend on the vitives or vices of a inge perſon. 
Look into the hiſtory I have mentioned, or into any ſeries 


of abſolute Princes, how many tyrants wutt you read 
through, before you come to an Lmperor that is ſupport- 
able. But this is not all; an koneſt private man often 
grows cruel and abandoned, when converted into an 


abſolute Prince, Give a man power of doing what he 


| pleaſes with impunity, you extinguiſh his fear, and conſe- 
quently overturn in him one of the great pillars of morality. 
| This too we find confirmed by matter of ſat, How many 
hopeful heirs-apparent to grand Empires, when in the 


poſſeſſion of them, have become ſuch monſters of luſt and 


_ cruelty as are a reproach to human nature. 


Some tell us we ought to make our governments on 
earth like that in heaven, which, ſay they, is altogether 
monarchical and unlimited. Was man like his creator in 


goodneſs and juſtice, I ſhould be for following this great 


model! ; 
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model; but where gcodneſs and juſtice are not eſſential 
16 tne ruler, I would by no means put myſelf into his 
hands to be diſpoſed of according to his particular will 
and pleaſure. 


It is odd to conſider the connexion between deſpotic | 


government and barbari kit, and how the 3 of one 
; Ciiwn more than man, makes the reſt leſs. About nine 
paits of the world in ten are in the loweſt fake of ſlavery, 
und conſequently ſunk in the mo? groſs and brutal igno- 


rance. Eurcętean flavery is indeed a ſtate of liberty, if 


compared with that which prevails in the other three di- 
viſions of the world; and therefore it is no wonder that 


thoſe who grovel under it have many tracks of light 


among them, of which the others are wholly deſtitute. 
Riches and plenty are the natural fruits of liberty, and 
where theſe abovnd, Icarning and all the liberal arts will 


immediately lift up their heads and flouriſh, As a man 
muſt have no laviſh fears and apprehenſions hanging u- 
on his mind, who will indulge the flights of fancy or ſpe- 

culation, and puſh his reiea ches into all the abſlruſe 


corners of truth, ſo it is neceſſary for him to have about 
bim a competency of all the conveniences of life, 

be firſt thing every one looks after, is to provide him- 
ſelf with neceſſaries. This point will ingroſs our thoughts 
until it be ſatisfied. If this is taken care of to our han ds, 
we look out for pleaſures and amuſements; and zmong a 
beat number of idle people, there will be many whoſe 
_ pleaſures will lie in reading and contemplation, I heſe 
are the two great ſources of knowledge, and as men grew 


857 
V. wile they naturally love to communicate their diſcoveries ; 


and others ſecing the happineſs of ſuch a learned life, 
2 2 improving by their converſation, emulate, imitate, 


ad {urpals one another. until a nation is filled with races 
is iſe and underfianding perſons, Eaie ana plenty are 


__ rer=fore the great cher) Hers cf knowlecge: And as mot 


ot the deſpotie governments of the arts have neither of 


them, they are naturally over-run with ignorance and 


tarbarity. In Eurege, indecd, notwithſtanding ſeveral of 
its Princes are abſolute, there are men famous for know- 


ledge and learning; but the reaſoa is becauſe the ſub- 


jects are many of tnem rich and wealthy, the Prince not 
thinking fit to exert e in bis fall er like the 
1 Princes 


tion of human nature, which ought to be the great ends 
| of all civil inſtitutions, e 
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Princes of the eaſtern nations, leſt his ſubjects ſhov!d be 
invited to new- mould their conſtitution, having fo many 
proſpects of liberty within their view. But in all deſpo- 


tic governments, though a particular Prince may tavour 
| arts and letters, there is a natural degeneracy of mankind, 
zs you may obſerve from Auguſtus's reign, how the Romans 


loſt themſelves by degrees until they fell to an equality 
with the moſt barbarous nations that ſurrounded them. 
Look upon Greece under its free ſtates, and you would 
think its inhabitants lived in different climates, and un- 
der different heavens, from thoſe at preſent; ſo different 
are the genius's which are formed under Turk ſlavery, 


| and Grecian liberty. 


Beſides poverty and want, there are other reaſons that 
debaſe the minds of men, who live under ſlavery, though 
J look on this as the principal. This natural tendency. 


olf deſpotic power to ignorance and barbarity, though not 


inſiſted upon by others, is, I think, an unanſwerable ar- 
gument againſt that form of government, as it ſhews how 
repugnant it is to the good of mankind, and the perfec- 
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—Pawor ft atrigue moletus. Hor, Ep. 6.1. 1. ver. 10. 


Both fear alike. 
Mr. SPECTATOR, 
you then promied to be very impartial, and 


their ſecrct or open faults come under your cogni- 


of galantry, think they muſt pay their Dewoirs to one 


her, laying themfclves at her feet, proteſting the reali- 


of wit will allow; and if they a:e not deficient that 
way, generally ſpeak ſo as to ad mit of a doub'e inter- 


her own ac vantage, ſince it frequently happens to be 


world as ſincere as herſelf. and fo her unwary heart 


mire, and proceed to act the ſame common-place villany 


a ‚ a a «a a a —— — eee e eee eee ic 


fools, proteſt and vow he never thought of matrimo- 


V THEN you ſpoke & the hw ana 
not to ſpare even your own ſex, ſhould any of 


ſance; which has given me encouragement to deſcribe | 
a a certain ſpecies of markind under the denomination | 
of ale Jilis. They are Gentlemen who do not deſign | 
to marry, yet, that they may appear to have ſome ſenſe 


farticular fair ; in orcer to which they ſingle out from | 
emcngſt the herd of fen ales her to whom they deſign 
to make their fruit!eſs addreſſes. This done, they firlt 
take erety of portunity of being in her company, and. 
then never fail upon all occaſions to be particular to 


ty of their paſſion with a thouſand oaths, ſoliciting a 1 
return, and ſaying as many five things as their ſtock 
pretation; which the credulous fair is apt to turn to 
a raw, innocent, young creature, wilo thinks all the 
becomes an eaſy prey to thoſe deceitful monſters, who | 
no ſooner perceive it, but immediately they grow cool, 


and ſhun her whom they before ſeemed ſo much to ad- 


towards another. A coxcomb fluſhed with many of | 
theſe infamous victories ſhall ſay he is ſorry for the poor 


ny, and wonder talking civilly can be ſo ſtrangely mi- 
5 CC CG 


A 
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interpreted. Now, Mr. SPECTATOR, yu that are a 
profeſſed friend to love, will, I hope, obſerve upon thoſe 
* who abuſe that noble paſſion, and raiſe it in innocent 
minds by a deceitful affectation of it, after which they 
« deſert the enamoured Pray beſtow a little of your 
* counſel to thoſe fond believing females who already 
have or are in danger of broken hearts; in which you 
will oblige a great part of this town, but in a particu- 
lar manner, FF Tuna 
SI R, your (yet heart-whole) adnirer, 
| and devoted humble ſervant, 
MELAINIà. 


M:!ainia's complaint is occaſioned by fo general a fol- 


Ip, that it is wonderful one could fo long overlook it. 
But this falſe galantry proceeds from an impotence of 
mind, which makes thoſe who are guilty of it incapa- 
dle of purſuing what they themſelves approve. Many 
a man wiſhes a weman his wife whom he dares not take 
for ſuch. Though no one has power over bis inclinations 


or fortunes, he is a ſlave to common fame. For this 
res ſon I think Malainia gives them too ſoft a name in 
that of Male Coquets, [ know not why irreſolution of 


mind ſhould not be more contemptible than 1mpotenc2 


of body; and theſe frivolous ad mir rs weu'd be but ten- 
derly uſed, in being only included in the ſame term with 


tte inſofficient another way. They whom my correſpon- 
dent calls Male Coquets, ſhall hereafter be called Fribblers, 
A Fribbler is one who profeſſes rapture and admiration 


for the woman to whom he addreſſas, and dreads no- 


thing ſo much as her conſent. His heart can flutter by 
| the force of im gination, but cannot fix from the {orce 
of judgment. It is not uncommon for the parents of 
young women of moderate fortune to wink at the ad- 
dreſſes of Fribblers, and expoſe their children to the 
ambiguous behaviour which Melainia complains of, un- 
til by the fondneſs to one they are to loſe, they be- 


come incapable of love towards others, and by conſe- 
2 in their future marriage lead a joyleſs or a mi- 


ſerable life. As therefore I ſhall in the Speculations 
which regard Love be as ſevere as | ouglit on jilts and 
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U bertine women, ſo will I be as little merciful to infigni- 

fcant and miſchievous men, In order to this, all viſitants 
Who frequent families wherein there are young females, 
are forthwich required to declare themſelves, or abſent 
from places where their preſence baniſhes ſuch as would 
pais their time more to the advantage of thoſe whom they 
viſit, It is a matter of too great moment to be dallied 
with; and 1 ſllall expect from all my young people a ſa- 
tis factor, account of appearances. Sirepbon has from the | 
publication bereof ſæeen days to explain the riddle he pre- 
| ſented to Elan; and Chioris an hour after this comes 
to her hand, to declare whether ſhe will have Philotas, 
v hom a woman g? no leſs merit than herſelf, and of ſu- 
perior fortunc, ll guiſhes to call her own, 5 


To the SPECTATOR, 


SIX, | 5 
CO Ince ſo many dealers turn authors, and write quaint | 
advertiſements in praiſe of their wares, one who _ 
from an author turned dealer may be allowed for the 
* advancement of trade to turn author again I will not 
however ſet up like ſome of them, for ſelling cheaper 
© than the moſt able honeſt tradeſmen can; nor do I fend 
this to be better known for choice and cheapneſs of China | 
* ard Japan wares, tea, fans, muſlins, pictures, arrack, and 
other Iadias goods. Placed as | am in Leader ball. ret, 
near the India. Con bauy, and the centre of that trade, 
thanks to my fair cultomers, my warehouſe is graced 
as well as the benefit days of my plays ard operas ; and 
the foreign goods | ſell ſeem no leſs acceptable than the 


foreign books I tranſlated, Rabelais and Don Yuixzte : 


This the criticks allow me, and while they like my |} 
wat es they may diſpraiſe my writing. But as it isnot | 
ſo well known yet that I frequently croſs the ſeas of late, 
and ſpeaking Dutch and French, beſides other languages, 
* I have the conveniency of buying and importing rich 
| brocaces, Dutch atlas's, with gold and filver, or with- 


out, and other foreign filks of the newcit modes and 


I beſt fabricks, fine Flanders lace, linens, and picturts, 
* at the belt hand; this my new way of trade I have 


« falleg 


| 1 2 
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* fallen into I cannot better publ:th than by an application 
1 to you. My wares are fit only for ſuch as your rea- 
mW ders; and I would beg of you to print this addreſs in 
by your paper, that thoſe whoſe minds you acorn may take 
f © the ornaments for their perſons and houſes from me. 
4 | © This, Sir, if I may preſume to beg it, will be the greater 
7 © favour, as I have lately received rich ſilks and fine lace 
5 do a conſiderable value, which will be told cheap for a 
wa quick return, and as I have alſo a large ftock of other 
= goods. Indian filks were formerly a great branch of 
1  _« our trade; and ſince we muſt not fel] them, we matt | 
* © ſeeks amends by dealing in others. This I hope Wi! 
; © plead for one who would leſſen the number of teazers 
of the muſes, and who, ſuiting his ſpfrit to his circum- 
+ ſtances, humbles the poet to exalt the citizen. Like a 
« true tradeſman, I hardly ever look into any books but 
« thoſe of accounts. To ſay the truth, I cannot, I think, 
© pive you a better idea of my being a downright man of 
ne | © rraftick, than by acknowledging | oftner read the adver- 
ho | * tiſements, than the matter of even your paper. Iam 
he | * under a great temptation to take this opportunity of 
or | © ®imonithing other writers to follow my example, and 
er | trouble the town no more; but as it is my preient buſi- 
= « neſs to increaſe the number of buyers rather than ſel- 
na {| lers, I haſten to tell ycu that lam, 
nd -4 Tb | BS S 1 : R, your 766 humb/z 5 
* | and mf dent fervent, 
ed | ns | Peter ttævx. 
nd 1 | | | 
he Te + | | 
2: 
ny | 
ot | 
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Fi ite c haue brevis fem nos vetat PRE Jongam. 


Hor, Od. 4. 1.1. ver. 15. 


Life 8 | ſpan forbids us to extend our cares, 
| And ſtretch our hopes beyond our years, 


the eyes of the whole rœom upon me, when in the 


hotteſt ſeaſons of news, and at a time perhaps that 


_ the Dutch mail is juſt come in, they hear me aſx the 


for his laſt week's bill of mortality: I find 


that | have been ſometimes taken on this occaſion for 
a pariſh ſexton, ſometimes for an undertaker, and ſome- 
times for a doctor of pbyſick. In this, however, I am 


guided by the ſpirit of a philoſopher, as I take occaſion 
t om hence to reflect upon the regular increaſe and dimi- 


notion of mankind, and conſider the ſeveral various ways 
through which we paſs from life to eternity. I am very 
well pleated with theſe weckly admonitions, that bring 
into my mind ſuch thoughts as ought to be the daily en- 


tertair ment of every ſeaſonable creature; and can con- 


fider, wich pleaſure 10 myſelf, by which of thoſe Celive- 
rances, cr, as we commonly call them, diſtempers, I may 


pe ſſibly make my eſcape out of this world of ſorrous, i mo | 
that condition of exicnce, wherein | hope to be hap picr b 
than it is poſſible for me at pre ent to conceive. . 
But this is not all the uſe | make of the above- men - 


er weekly paper. A bill of mortality is in my opt- 
nion an unanſwerable argument for a Piovidence. How 
can we, without ſuppoſing ourſelves under the conſtant 


care of a ſupreme Being, give any pofiible account for 


tl at nice propor: ion, wich we find in every great city, 
between tle deaths and bi:ths of its inhabitants, ard be- 


tween the number of males and that of females, ao 


are bronghit into the world? What elſe could adjuſt in 


CEO. 


: 7 PON king my - fas i in a 0e bed T often 4 | 


2 Þ ky 


© 


out by an intelligent ſuperviier, we u' 


No 289 Tus SPECTATO?, 155 


ſo exat a mznner the recruits of every vation to it“ 
loftes, and divice theſe rew ſupplies oi j eop'e into ſuc: 
equal bodies of both ſexes? Chance covle rever told the 
balance with fo fleady a hand. Were we net counted 
ſome: mes be 
over-charged with mulutudes, and at others waite nag 
into a deſert: We ſhould be ſometimes a ptfulus rcruir, 
as Florus elegantly expreſſes it, a generat.o' of mais, and 
at others a ſpecies of women. We may extend this con- 
ſideration to every ſpecies of living creatures, and conſider 
the whole animal world as an huge army made up of in- 
numerable Corps, if | may vſe that term, whoſe quotas 
hare been kept intire near five thouſand years, in fo won- 
derful a manner, that there is not probably a Hin ele ſpe- 
cies loſt during this long tract of time. Cculd we have 

general bills of mortality of every kind of animals, or par- 


ticular ones of every ſpecies in each continent and iſland, 
I could almoſt fay in every wood, marſh of mountain, what. 
aſtoniſhing inſtances would they be of that Provegence 
uhich watches over all its works? 


I have heard of a great man in the Remiſh chorch, 

ho upon reading thoſe words in the vin chapter of Se. 
s, And all the days that Adam live arte nine hundred. 
ard thirty years, and he died; and ail the dars of Seth, 
avere nine Fundred aud tweive jears, ard le died; and 
ail ihe days of Methuje/as we e nine hu ared an fexty 
nine years, and he die; ini mediately mut himtelf up in 
a convent, and retired from = world. as. not thinking 
ary thing in this life worth Furſuing. which had not re- 
gard to another, 

Toe truth of it is, there is nothing in hiſtory which is 
ſo i improving to the reader, as thoſe accounts which we 
meet with of the deaths of eminent perſons, and of their 
behaviour in that dreadful ſeaſon. I may alſo add, that 
there are no parts in hiſtory which affect and pleaſe the 
reader in ſo ſenſible a manner. The reaſon | take to be 
this, becauſe there is no other ſingle circumſtance in the. 


| Htory of any perſon, which can poſt: vl y be the caſe of every 


one who reads it. A battle or a triumph are conjunctures 
in which not one man in a million is likely to be engaged; 
but when we ſee a perſon at the point of death, we cannot 


forbear being attentive to wy! thing he ſays or does, be- 


| cauſe 
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cauſe we are ſure that ſome time or other we ſhall ourſelves 
be in the ſame melancholy cii:umſtances. The general, 
the ſtateſman, or the philoſopher, are perhaps characters 
waich we may never act in, but the dying man is one 
whom, ſooner or later, we ſhall certainly reſemble. 
It is, perhaps, for the fame kind cf reaſon that few 
books, written in Eagliſb, have been ſo much peruſed as 


Dr. Sherlccks diſcourſe upon death; though at the ſame 


time | muit own, tha: he who has not peruſed this excel- 
lent piece, has not perhaps read one of the ſtrongeſt per- 


ſuaſive; to a religious life that ever was written in any lan- 


Uage 


The cor ſidera: ion, with which I ſhall cloſe this eſſay 


upon death, is ore of the moſt ancient and moſt beaten 
morals that has been recommended to mankind. But its 
being ſo very common, and fo univerſally received, though 
it takes away from it the grace of novelty, adds very much 
to the weight of it, as it ſhewo that it falls in with the 
general ſenſe of mankind. In ſhort, | would have every 
one conſider, that he is in this lite nothing more than a 


Paſſenger, and that he is not :o ſet up his reſt here, but to 


| keyp an attentiv? eye upon that ſtate of Being to which 
he approaches every moment, and which will de for ever 
fied and permarent. This finple conſideration would be 
ſuſticlent to extinguiſi the bitterneſs of hatred, the third 
of avatice, and che cruelty of ambition. . 
Im very much ple:ſed with the paſſage of Antiſ bares 
a very ancient j cet, who lived near an hundred years be- 
fore Secrates, which repreſents the life cf man under this 
view, as | have here tranſtated it word for word. Be wt 
grieved, ſuys he, above e fer th decraſed fricids. 
: They i ire nit al ad, bat {ave on'; finijurd that Journey © 211 & 


at is necf/ary ſer every 6:6 of us to turc: Ile cuyjerwves u. 4 
go 70 {tat great piace of reception in which rhey are all if 


them Q inbied, and in this general rend wins A mankind, 
Ive tige er in anethir He of Boing. f 

Ink! have, i in a fo wer paper, t taken notice of thoſe 
beautifil metaphors in ſcripture, where life is termed a 


pilgrimage, ard thoſ: who poſs through it are called 


frangers and ſoj Journers vpon carth. [I ſhall concluce this 
with a flory, which | have ſumewhete read in the trave.s 


of Sir oem Charainz that Geatieman after having told 


; us, = 
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us, that the inns which receive the caravans in Per/ia, and 
the Eaſtern countries, are called by the name of Caravan- 


aries, gives us a relation to the following purpoſe. 


A Derviſe, travelling through Tartary, teing arrived at 
the town of Ball. went into the King's palace by miſtake, 


| - thinking it to be a publick Inn or - Caravanſary. Hav- 


looked about him for ſome time, he entered into a 
— gallery, where he laid down his wallet, and ſpread 


bis carpet, in order to repoſe himſelf upon it after the man- 


ner of the Eaſtern nations. He had not been long in this 
poſture before he was Ciſcovered by ſome of the guards, 
who aſked him what was his buſineſs in that place? The 


| Derwije told them he intended to take up his night's 
lodging in that Caravanſary. The guards lat him know, in 


a very angry manner, that the houſe he was in was not a 


Caravanſary, but the Kin:'s palace. j: happened that the 


King himſelf paſted th wrough the gallery Gorin 7 this debate, : 


and imiling at the minake of the Berg, alle him how 


he could poſſibiy be to dull as act to Eitlingu'), a palace 


from a Carer: mary Su, ſays the Der eie. gie me leave 


to aſk your M:j:ity a queſtion or two. Who were the 
perſons that locged in this huufe uv hen it uns firlt built? 


= 'The Ring teplied, Hrs Anceſtors. And who, aus the Der- 
2 5 Was the 2 >er {ON that lod d here? be! King re- 
F 2 


pliec, #75 Fat And wits is it. lays the Dee. that 


| Jodees here at er. The xing told lim, rho? it was 


le himſelf, And who, favs tae D-r0i/, will be here after 

you? The King anſweret, The Deu Prince hi: u. 
Ah, Sir, ſaid the Dr r e, a l ouſe that changes its inhabi- 

* tanits ſo often, and receives fuel a perpecoal facccihon 


© of gueſts, is not a palace but a Caravan ary Ee L 5 
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Pr ict anpult & / ee wok, 
Her, Ars Pet. ver. 97. 


Forgets his ſa elling and gigantick words. 


RoscoMmmMon. 


friend, take all opportunities to expreſs a crate 


- i Ir players, who know I am very mock their 


tude to me for being ſo, They could not bare 3 


better occaſion of obliging me, than one which they 
lately took hold of. hey defired my friend WII. 
Ho NE Y CO to bring me to the reading cf a new 
_ tragedy; it is called The Diftreed Mother, | mull con- 
feſs, though ſome days are paſied ſince | erjcved that en- 
bertainment, the Paſſions cf the ſeveral characters due 


ſtror gly upon my imagination; ard [ congr. tulate do he 


age. that t ey are at laſt to fte truth ana human lite 
repreſented in the incidents which concern berces aid 
heroines, The ſtile of the play is ſach as bezomes thoſe 
cf the firſt education, ard the fen:iments wo: ty thoſe 


of the higheſt figure. It was a mod exquiſite pleature 


to me, to obſerve real tears diop from the eyes of theſe 
who had long mide it their profeſiicn to diſſenh'e al- 
fliftion; and the player, who read, ficq ently throw down 
the book, until he had given vent to the homanty ien 


roſe in him at ; me irreũſtible touches of rhe nazi d 


ſorrow. We hare ſeldom had any female wiitrc is cn ile 
ſtage, which did not, upen cool examinatic n, appear to 
flow from the weakneſs rat er than the misſo. tune of 


the perſon repꝛeſented: But in this trage ay y boy are nat 


entertained with the u>governed paſſions of ſurh as are 


enamoured of each ober merely as they a: . men ard. 


women, but their regards are founded opon hi 135 con- 
ceptions of each other's virtue and merit; ard tie cha- 
racter which gives name to the Flay, is ore who bes 
behaved herſelf with LETOIC virtue in he moi impor- 
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tant circumſtances of a female life, thoſe of a wife, a 
widow, and a mother. If there be theſe wuoſe minds 


have been too attentive upon the affairs of life, to have 


any notion of the paſſion of love in ſuch ext emes 43 
are known only to particular tempers, yet, in the above- 


mentioned conſiderations, the ſorrow of the heroine will 
move even the generality of mankind. Domeſi ck vir- 


toes concern all the world, and there is no one living 
who is not intereſted that And omache ſhould be an imi- 

table character. The generous atfe&ion to the memo- 
ry of her deceaſed huſband, that tender care for her fon, 


which is ever he ightned wi.h the conſideration of his 


f.ther, and theſe regards preſerved in ſpite of being 
tempted with the poſſeſſion of the highett greatneſs, are 


what cannot but be venerable even to ſuch an audi- 
ence as at preſent frequents the £21; theatre. My friend 


Witt HoxneteycomB commended ſeveral tender 


th'ngs that were ſaid, and told me they were very gen- 


O 


| tee]; but whiſpered me, that he ſcared the piece was 
not buſy enough for the preſent taſte. To ſupply this, 


he recommended to the players to be very careful in 


their ſcenes, and above all things, that every part Hou'd. 


be perſectly new drefied. I was very glad to find that 


| they did not neglect my friend's ad monition, becauſe 


thete are a great many in his claſs of criticiſm ho may 


be gancd by it; but indeed the truth ie, that as to the 
work iiſolf, it is every where roture. The perſhas ate 
of the higheſt quality in life, eren th: t of Princes; bet 


their qual:ty is not _ -n'ed by tlie poet, with di- 
rection that guards and Walters Mould follew tlem in 


cxery ſcene, out their graudsur appears in grean fs of 


ſen iments, flowing from minds wo orthy thei ir condition. 
'To make a ch. tract. er truly great, this author uw, de; hands | 


Tat it (hould have its foun-ation in fa perior t. onghts 


and maxims of conduct. It is very cer tain, that mary 
an honeſt woman would make no o:ficulty, thovy, 8 e 
bad been the wife of H Jer, for ti. ſake of a ron 


Coin, to mariy the enemy of ber ha and, 's Faro as au! 
country; sud indeed who can deny but fhe might be 


£144. a; het woman, but no "al BA Tnat may be 
defenſible, nay laudable in ore char: Her, which would 
be 1 in Le hg youu! degree exceptionabie in another. When 

| | Cato 
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Cato Uticenfis killed himſelf, Cottius a Roman of ordi. 


| nary quality and character did the ſame thing; upon 
which one ſaid, ſmiling, Cottius might have lived, 


though Ce/ar has ſeized the Roman liberty.“ Coltius's 


condition might have been the ſame, let things at the 
upper end of the world paſs as they would. What is 


furiher very extraordinary in this work, is, that the per- 


| for: are all of them Jaudable, and their misfortunes ariſe 
rather from unguarded virtue than propenſity to vice. 


'The town has an opportunity of doing itſelf juſtice in 


ſupporting the repreſentations of paſſion, ſorrow, indig- 
nation, even deſpair itſelf, within the rules of decency, 
honour and good- breeding; and ſince there is no one 


can flatter himſelf his life will be always fortunate, they 


may here ſee ſorrow as they would with to bear it when- 
ever it arrives. 9 | | 
Mr. SPECTATOR, 


called 7 he Difreſed Mather lt is the celebrated grief 


to myſelf, which I took to be an ex reſſion of rage, and 
in the middle of the ſentence there was a Broke of ſelf. 
pity which quite unmanned me. Be pleaſed, Sir, to 
print this letter, that when I am oppreſſed in this mar- 
ner at ſuch an interval, a certain part of the audi- 
ence may not think I am out; and I hope with this al- 
« lowance to do it to ſatisfaction. 0 Ds 
I., . 
our mot humble ſervant, 


SN K K - {6a K K a a. 


George Powell. 


Mr. SyECTaTOR, 8 | | | 
c S I was walkin? the other Cay in the Park, I ſay 2 


* Gentleman with a very ſhort face; I Ecfire to know 


© whether it was you. Prey infcrm 146 as ſoon as you can, 
_ © leſt I become the molt kercic Hecal : as rial. 
Jour humbie ſer v ant 16 command, 
. 8S0PHIA. 
„„ 


— A — 


|| Am appointed to act a part in EFT _ 75 


of Or-/zs wnien 1 am to perſonate; but I ſhall not at | 
it as I ought, for I ſhail feel it too intimately to be 
able to utter it. I was Jail night repea ing a paragrapa 
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| Dear Madam, 


«© FT is nct me ou are in lov. for I was very ill 


and kept my cbaruber all thy | 
| | your moſt hbumbis An, | 
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227 plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 


Offeerdor macuits, guas aut incuria fuait, 
Aut humana parum cavit natura _ . 
1 er. Ars Poet. Ver. . 
ut in a poem elegantly writ, 5 
TI will not quarrel with a ſlight miſtake, 
Such as our nature's frailty may excuſe. 
| Ee re es RosCOMMON. 
Have now conſidered Milton's Paradi/e Loft under thoſe 
1 four great heads of the fable, the characters, the ſen- 
timents, and the language; and have ſhewn that he 
excels, in general, under each of theſe heads. | hope 


that | have made ſeveral diſcoveries which may appear 


new, even to thoſe who are verſed in critical learning. 
Were I indeed to chooſe my readers, by whoſe judg- 


_ meat I would ſtand or fall, they ſhould not be ſuch as 


are acquainted only with the French and Italian criticks, 
but alſo with the ancient and modern who have writ- 


ten in either of the learned languages. Above all, I 


would have them well verſed in the Greet and Latin 
poets, wichout which a man very often fancies that he 


: | underſtands a critick, when in reality he does not com- 
prehend his meaning. 1 „ 


It is in criticiſm, as in all other ſciences and Specu- 


| Hations; one who brings with him any implicit notions 


and obſervations, which he has made in his reading of 


die poets, will find his own reflexions methodized and 


N explained, 
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explained, and perhaps ſeveral little hints that had paſſed 
in his mind, perfected and improved in the works of a good 


critick; whereas one who has not theſe previous lights is 
very often an utter ſtranger to what he reads, and apt to | 


put a wrong interpretation upon it. 
Nor is it ſufficient, that a man, who ſets up for a judge 
in criticiſm, ſhould have peruſed the authors above- men- 


tioned, unleſs he has alſo a clear and logical head. With. | 
cout this talent he is perpetually puzzled and perplexed | 
_ amidſt his own blunders, miſtakes the ſenſe of thoſe he 


would confute, or, if he chances to think right, does 
not know how to convey his thoughts to another with 


clearneſs and perſpicuity. Ariſtotle, who was the bet | 


critick, was alſo one of the beſt logicians that ever ap- 
peared in the world. . | Cos 
Mr. Locke's eſſay on human underſtanding would be 


thought a very odd book for a man to make himſelf | 


maſter of, who would get a reputation by critical wilt. 


ings; though at the ſame time it is very certain that | 


an author, who has not learned the art of diſtingviſh- 
ing between words and things, and of ranging his thoughts 


and ſetting them in proper lights, whatever notions he | 


may have, will loſe himſelf in confuſion and obſcurity, 


J might further obſerve that there is not a Gres or | 


Latin critick, who has not ſhewn, even in the ſtile of his 
criticiſms, that he was a maſter of all the elegance and 
delicacy of his native tongue, 
Ihe truth of it is there is nothing more abſurd, than 
for a man to ſet up for a critick, without a good infight 
Into all the parts of learning; whereas many of thole, 
who have endeavoured to ſignalize themſelves by works 
of lis nature, among our Exgliſb writers, are not only de- 
fective in the above-mentioned particulars, but plainly dif- 
cover, by the phraſes which they make uſe of, and by 


their confuſed way of thinking, that they are not a- |] 


quainted with the moſt common and ordinary ſyſtems of 


arts and ſciences. A few general rules extracted out of 


the French authors, with a certain cant of words, has 
fometin"s ſet up an illiterate heavy writer for a molt 
judicious and formidable c:itick, _ 3 


One great mark, by which you may diſcover a critick | 
who has reither talle nor learnirg, is this, that he ſeldon | 
54 dt; 5 vcnturs | 
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| often cenſures a paſſage, not becauſe there is any fault 
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ventures to praiſe any paſaze in an author which has not 
been before received and applauded by the publick, and 
that his criticiſm turns wholly upon little faults and er- 
rors. This part cf a critick is ſo very eaſy to ſucceed in, 
that we find eveiy ordinary rea'er, upon the publiſhing 
of a new poem, has wit and ill- nature enough to tarn_ 


ſereral paſſages of it into ridicule, and very often in the 


right place. This Mr. Dryden has very agreeably re- 


marked in thoſe two celebrated lines; 


Errors, like flraaus, upon the ſurface flow ; 
He who wwou d /earch for pearl, muſt dive below. 


A true critick ought to dwell rather upon excellencies 


than imperfections, to diſcorer the concealed beauties of 
a writer, and communicate to the world ſuch things as 
are worth their obſervation. The moſt exquiſite words 


and fineſt ſtrokes of an author are thoſe which very often 


appear the moſt doubtful and exceptionable to a man 


who wants a reliſh for polite learning; and they are 


| theſe, which a four diſtinguiſhing critick generally at- 
| tacks with the greateſt violence, Tully obſerves, that it 


is very eaſy to brand or fix a mark upon what he calls 
Verbum ardens, or, as it may be rendered into Englih, 4 
glowing bold expreſſion, and to turn it into ridicule by a 


cold ill. natured criticiſm. A little wit is equally capa- 


ble of expcſing a beauty, and of aggravating a fault; 


and though ſuch a treatment of an author naturally pro- 
duces ind ignation in the mind of an underſtanding reader, 


it has however its effect among the generality of thoſe 


Whoſe hands it falls into, the rabble of mankind being 
very apt to think that every thing which is laughed at, 


with any mixture of wit, is ridiculous in itſelf. _ 
Such a mirth as this is always unſeaſbnable in a eri- 


tick, as it rather prejudices the reader than convinces 
bim, and is capable of making a beauty, as well as a 
| blemiſh, the ſubje& of derifion. A man, who cannot 
. write with wit on a proper ſubject, is dull and flupid ;- 
but one, who ſhews it in an improper place, is as imper- 
tinent and abſurd. Beſides, a man who has the gift of 
Tidicule is apt to find fault with any thing that gives him 


an opportunity of exerting his beloved talent, and very 


in 
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in it, but becauſe he can be merry upon it. Such kinds 


of pleaſantry are very unfair and diſingenuous in works 
of criticiſm, in which the greateſt maſters, both ancient 


and modern, have always appeared with a ſerious and 


inſtructive air. : 


4s I intend in my next paper to ſhew the defects in 


Milton's Paradi/e Loft, I thought fit to premiſe theſe few 
particulars, to the end that tine reader may knuw I enter 


upon it, as on a very ungrateful work, and that I ſhall 1 


juſt point at the impeꝛr fections without endeavouring to 
inflame them with ridicule, I muſt alſo obſerve with 
Longinus, that the productions of a great genius, with 
many lapſes and inadvertencies, are infinitely preferable 
to the works of an inferior kind of author, which are 


| ſcrupulouſly exact and conformable to all the rules of cor. | 


rect writing. 


II hall conclude my paper with a ſtory out of Beccalin, | |. 
which ſufficiently ſnews us the opinion that judicious av | 
_ thor entertained of the ſort of criticks I have been here 
mentioning. A famous critick, 'ays he, having gathered | 
together all the faults of an eminent poet, made a pre- 


ſent of them to Aelio, who received them very graci- 
_ ouſly, and reſolved to make the author a ſuitable retum 
for the trouble he had been at in collecting them. In 
order to this, he ſet before him a ſack of wheat, as it had 
been jaſt threſhed out of the ſheaf., He then bid him 
pick out the chaff from among the corn, and Jay it aſice 
c itſelf. The critick applied himſelf to the taſk with 
great induſtry and pleaſure, and, after having made the 


due ſeparation, was preſented by Apollo with tae chaff . 3 


Mondy, 


ond, 


Ne 292 Monday, F ebruary 4. 


| the obliged has almoit as much icaſon to reſent the man- 
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Illam, guicguid agit, quoguo wveſtigia fedit, 
Componit furtim, ſubſequiturgue decor. | 
Tibull. Eleg. 2. I. 4. ver, 8. 


Whate'er ſhe Joes, where'er her ſteps ſhe bends, 
| Grace on each action lilently attends, 


» 


= A 8 no one can be ſaid to enjoy health, who is only 


not ſick, without he feel within himſelf a lightfom 
and i invigorating principle, which will not ſuffer 
him to remain idle, but itil} ſpurs him on to action; ſo 


in the practice of every virtue, there is ſome additio- 


nal grace required, to give a claim of excelling in this or 
that particular action. A diamond may want poliſhing, 
though the value be ſtil] intrinſically the ſame; and the 
ſame good may be done with aiffcrent degrees of luſtre. 
No man ſhould be contented with himſelf that he barely 
does well, but he ſhould perform every thing in the beſt 
and moſt re manner that he is able. 
uli tells us he wrote his Lok of Offies, becauſe there 
was no time Cf lite in which ſome correſpondent duty 
might not be pꝛactiſed; nor is there a duty without a cer- 
Ain decency accompanying it, by which every virtue it 
is joined to will ſeem to be doubled, Another may do 
tc ſame thing, and yet the action want that air and beau- 
ty which diſtinguiſh it from others; like that inimitable. 
| ſunſhine Tiliau is faid to have di Fuſed over his landſkips; 


Which denotes them his, and has bcen always unequ: alled 


by any other perſon. 

There is no one action in which. this quality I am 

| Geaking of will be mor? ſenſibly perceived, than in 

granting a fegueſt or doing an office of kindne's. Mum- 
mins, by his way of conſenting to a beneſaction, ſhail 

make it rd its name; while Carus donbles tlie kindneſs 

and the obligation: From the firit tie defired requeſt 

drops indeed at laſt, but from fo Coubtitul a brow, that 


ner 
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ner of beſtowing it, as to be thankful for the favour itſelf. 
Carus invites with a pleaſing air, to give him an oppor- 
tunity of doing an act of humanity, meets the petition 


| half way, and conſents to a requeſt with a countenance 


which proclaims the ſatisfaction of his mind in aſſiſting 

the diftrefſled. „„ | | 
The decency then that is to be obſerved in liberality 

ſeems to conſiſt in its being performed with ſuch chear. 


fulneſs, as may expreſs the Godlike pleaſure is to be met 1 


with in obliging one's fellow-creatures ; that may ſhew 


 good-nature and benevolence overflowed, and do not, as 


in ſome men, run upon the tilt and taſte of the ſediments 
of a grutching uncommunicative diſpoſition, | = 

Since J have intimated that the greateſt decorum is to 
be preſerved in the beſtowing our good offices, I will illuſ- 


trate it a little by an example drawn from private life, 


which carries with it ſuch a profuſion of liberality, that 


it can be exceeded by nothing but the kumanity and 
good- nature which accompanies it. It is a letter of 
Pliny's, which I ſhall here tranſiate, becoufe the action 


will beſt appear in its firit dreſs of thought, without any | 


foreign or ambitious ornaments. 


PLINY ow QUINTILIAN. 


* I am fally acquainted wich the contents | 
* a | 


0 ment and juſt moderation of your mind, and tie 
conformity the education you have given your daughter 


© bears to your own character; yet ſince ſhe is ſudueniy 


© to be married to a perſon of diſtinction, whole figure 
in the world makes it neceſſary for her to be at a n:ore 
than ordinary experce in clothes and cquipage ſv'tzvie 
to her huſband's quality; by which, though her intrn- 
fick worth be not augmented, yet will it receive bon 
ornament and luſtie: And knowing your eitete to le 
as moderate as the riches of your mind are abunucent | 


as a parent of ycu child, I pretent her with twelve hön— 


neſs of it woulu be the greateſt inducement with yuu 0 
accept of it. Farewel. 5 8 


(( UCD 


T bas 


muſt challenge to my ſelf ſome part of the burden; and 


dred and fif.y Crowns towards theſe ex pences; v hich 
ſum lad becn much larger, bad I not feared the ſmall- 


ent. 


| the 
her 


eniy 


gure 
3,018 
21 bie 
fr ine 
ban 
0 le 
uit; [ 


and 


mon- 
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Thos ſhould a benefaction be done with a good grace, 
and ſhine in the ſtrongeſt point of light; it ſhould not 
only anſwer all the hopes and exigencies of the receiver, 
but even out- run his wiſhes : It is this happy manner of 
behaviour which adds new charms to it, and ſoftens thoſe 

ifts of art and nature, which otherwiſe would be rather 
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citaſteful than agreeable. Without it, valour would de- 
generate into brutality, learning into pedantry, and the 
genteeleſt demeanour into affectation. Even religion it- 
ſelf, unleſs decency be the handmaid which waits upon 
her, is apt to make people appear guilty of ſourneſs and 
ül humour: But this ſhews virtue in her firſt original 

form, adds a comelineſs to religion, and gives its pro- 
feſſors the juſteſt title to the beauty of holineſs. A man 


| filly inſtructed in this art, may aſſume a thouſand ſhapes, 
and pleaſe in all: 
I | become none other but hiniſelf; not that the things them- 


He may do a thouſand actions ſhall 


ſelves are different, but the manner of doing them. 
If you examine each feature by itſelf, Aglaura and 


Calliclea are equally handſom; but take them in the 
whole, and vou cannot ſuffer the compariſon: 


The one 
is fall of numberleſs numeleſs graces, the cther of as 


many nameleſs faults. 


The comeline(s of perſon, ard the decency of behavi- : 


Our, add infinite weight to what is pronounced by any 


one. It is the want of this that eften makes the rebukes 


and advice of old rigid perſons of no effect, and leave a 


diſpleaſure in the minds of thoſe they are directed to: But 


youth and beauty, if accompanied with a graceful and be- 


coming ſeverity, is of migl. ty force to rattle, even in the 
moll profligate, a ſenſe of ſhame. Ia Millen, the des il is 
never deſcribed 2lhamed | but once, and chat a at the revuke | 


of a beautecus an: sel. 


5 ſake the oa ub, ond his grave rebuke, 


Severe in yeutbful beauty, added grace 

Invincible: AbaſÞ'd the devil 2 ca, 

Aud Hel bow acuful geodnels is, and ſaw, 

Ptrtuce in ber eu joape bow lovely ! a W aid e 1 4 5 
c His ! 5. | 


The 
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The care of doing nothing unhecoming has accom- 


panied the greateſt minds to their laſt moments. They 


avoid ed et en an indecent poſture in the very article of 
death. Thus Cæſar gathered his robe about him, that he 


might not ſall in a manner unbecoming of himſelf; and 


the greateſt concern that appeared in ihe behaviews of 


Laucret? a. wehen ſhe ſtabbed herſelf, was, that her body : 


ſhould lie in an attitude wonhy the mind which had in- 
habited it. 


Ne non precumbat l 6e, 
| = xtrema hace etiam cura cadentis erat. 


Ovid. Faſt, 1. 3. ver. 833. 
Tas her laſt thought, how decently to fall. 


Mr. SyrcTATOR, 


de.rce proud and vain. I am ever railing at the rich, 
for doing things, which, upon ſearch into my heart, [ 


my jet. I wear the hooped ä and am all i 
calicoes when the fact are in ſilks. It is a dreadful 
thing to be Poor and prout ; therefore it you plcaic, a 
I lecuue en that ſubject for the latisfGiion of 


Jour uneaſy humble ſeræ ant, 


GS 6 6 6. 


8 : JEZEBEL | 


tt. 


'Tt.v; ys 


1 Am à young woman without 2 fortune; but of 2 ” 
L very high mind: That is, good Sir, I am to the lait 


fird I am ocly angry becauſe J cannot do the ſame 
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. 3 Frag. Vet. Poet. 
The prudent ſtill have fortune on their ſide. 


lays down maxims for a man's advancing himſelf 
at court, adviſes his reader to aſſociate himſelf 
with the fortunate, and to ſhun the company of the un- 
fortunate; which, notwithſtanding the baſeneſs of the 
precept to an honeſt mind, may have ſomething uſeful in 
it for thoſe who puſh their intereſt in the world. It is 


T* famous Gratian, in his little book wherein he 


certain a great part of what we call good or ill fortune, 


riſes out of right or wrong meaſures and ſchemes of life. 


When I hear a man complain of his being unfortunate 
in all his undertakings, I ſhrewdly ſuſpect him for a 


very weak man in his affairs. In conformity with thi: 
way of thinking, cardinal Richlieu uſed to ſay, that un- 
fortunate and imprudent were but two words for the 


| fame thing. As the cardinal himſelf had a great ſhare botl 
of prudence and good-fortune, his famous antagoniſt. 


the Count 4 Olivarex, was diſgraced at the court of 
Madrid, becauſe it was alledged againſt him that he had 


never any ſucceſs in his undertakings. This, favs an 
| | eminent author, was indire#ly accuſing him of impru- 
| dence. 7 | | 


Cicero recommended Pompey to the Romans for their Ge- 


neral upon three accounts, as he was a man of courage, 


conduct, and good-fortune. It was, perhaps, for the rea- 
ſon above-mentioned, namely that a ſeries of good- for- 
tune ſuppoſes a prudent management in the perſon whom 


it befalls, that not only Sylla the dictator, but ſeveral of 
the Roman Emperors, as is ſtill to be ſeen upon their 
| medals, among their other titles, gave themſelves that of 


Felix or fortunate. The heathens, indeed, ſeem to have 


Valued a man more for his good-fortune than for any 


Vor. IV. pt — 11 ; other 
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other quality, which I think is very natural for thoſe who 
have not a ſtrong belief of another world. For how can 


I conceive a man crowned with many diſtinguiſhing bleſ. 
fines, that has not ſome extraordinary fund of merit 


and perfection in him, which lies open to the ſupreme 
eye, though perhaps it is not diſcovered by my obſerva- 
tion? What is the reaſon Homer's and Virgil's heroes do 


not form a reſolution, or ſtrike a blow, without the con- 


duct and c irection of ſome deity ? Doubtleſs, becauſe the 
poets eſte emed it the greateſt honour to be favoured by 
the Gods, and thought the beſt way of praiſing a man 
was to recount thnie favours which naturally implied 
an extraordinary merit in the perſon on whom they 
deſcended. ee 3 „„ 

| Thoſe who believe a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh. 
ments act very abſurdly, if they form their opinions of a 
man's merit from his ſucceſſes. Put certainly, if I thought 
the whole circle of our being was concluded between our 


births and ceaths, I ſhould think a man's good-fortune | 
the meaſure and ſtandard of his real merit, fince provi- | 
dence would have no opportunity of rewarding his virtue 


and perfections, but in the preſent life. A virtuous vn- 


- believer, who lies under the preſſure of misfortunes, has | 
reaſon to cry out, as they ſay Brutus did a little before | 
his death. O virtue, I have 2erfhipped thee as a jubjian- | 


: tial good, hat I find theu art an empty name. 


But to return to our fiſt point: Though pruderce 


does undoubtedly in a great meaſure produce oer good 
or ill tortune in the world. it is certain there are ma- 
ny unforeſcen accidents and occurrences, wh.ch very gften 
pervertthe anc ſchemes that can be laid by human wiſdom. 
fe race is not alwavs to the ſwift, nor the battle to 


the flirong. Notbiug lefs than infinite wi dom can hate 


nan abf jate command over fortune; the !1.heit degtee 
cf it, which men can policis, is by no d. caus equal to 
feortuitous events, and to ſuch contin:encics as may rif 


in the proſecution of our affairs. Nav, it very often 


happens, that prudence, which h s always in it a grett 
mixture of caution, hinders a man from being fo tor 
tunate as he might poſſibly have been without it. 4 
perſon who only aims at what is likely to ſecceed, an 
follows cloſely the dictates of human prudence, nel 
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meets with thoſe great and unforeſeen ſucceſſes, which 
are often the effect of a ſanguine temper, or a more 
happy raſhneſs; and this perhaps may be the reaſon, 
that, according to the common obſervation, fortune, like 
other females, delights rather in favouring the young tau 
the old. a : 
Upon the whole, ſince man is ſo ſhort-ſighted a crea- 
ture, and the accidents which may happen to him fo 


various, I cannot but be of Dr. Tillotſon's opinion in ano- 


ther caſe, that were there any doubt of a Providence, vet 


it certainly would be very deſirable there ſhould be ſuch a 


Being of infinite wiſdom and goodnels, on whoſe direction 
we might rely in the conduct of human life. 


It is a great preſumption to aſcribe our ſucceſſes to 


our own management, and not to eſteem ourſelves upon 
any bleſſing, rather as it is the bounty of heaven, than 


the acquiſition of our own prudence. J am very well pleaſ- 


ed with a Medal which was ſtruck by Queen Elisa, 
a a little after the defeat of the invincible armada, to per— 


petuate the memcry of that extraordinary event, it is 


well known how the King of ain, and others who 
were the enemies of that great Princeſs, to derogate frum 
her glory, aſcribed the ruin of their fleet rather to the 


violence of ſtorms and tempeſts, than to the bravery of 


the Englih. Queen Elizabeth, inſtead of lookin» upon 
this as a ciminution of her honour, valued herſeff upon 
ſuch a fiznal tavour of Providence, and accordingly, in 
the reverie of the medal abate- mentioned, has repre- 


ſented a flect beaten by a tempeit and falling foul upon 
one another, with that religious inſcription, Aa vit 
Deus dſipuntur. He blew with bis bind, ard they 
mw 8 . 55 

It is remarkable of a famous Grecian general, whoſe 


name J cannct at preſent recoi]-&, and who had buen a 
particular tavourite of fortune, that, upon recounting his 


victories among his frie ds, he auded at the end of teveral 
great actions, dud {2 ti is fertunc lad ny ſpare, After which 
it is objerved ia hillory, that he never proſpered in auy 
thing he under tool. 0 : 

As arrogance and a conceitedneſs of our own abilities 


are very hack ing and oſtenſive to men of ſenſe and virtue, 


we may be fure they are highly Ciſpleating to that oy 


172 Tur SPECTATOR N*%293 


who delights in an humble mind, and by ſeveral of his 


diſpenſations ſeems purpoſely to ſhew us, that our own 


ſchemes or prudence have no ſhare in our advancements. 


Since on this ſubje& I have already admitted ſeveral 


- quotations which have occurred to my memory upon writ- 
ing this paper, I will conclude it with a little Perſian fable. 


A drop of water fell out of a cloud into the ſea, and find- 


ing itſelf loſt in ſuch an immenũty of fluid matter, broke 
out into the following reflexior, : Alas! What an inſigni- 
© ficant creature am | in this prodigious ocean of waters; 
© my exiſtence is of no concern to the univerſe, I am re- 
* duced to a kind of nothing, and am leſs than the leaſt 
of the works of God.” It i happened that an oiſter, 


which lay in the neighbourhood of this drop, chanced to 


gape and ſwallow it up in the midſt of this its humble ſoli- 


loquy. The drop, ſays the fable, lay a great while harden- | 
ing in the ſhell, until by degrees it was ripened into a 


pearl, which falling into the hands of a diver, after a long 
ſeries of adventures, is at preſent that famous pearl which 
25 fixed on the top of the Perſſan diadem. 


Wedneſday, | | 


m—_ -—_— — — — -_ 
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Dificile eft plurimum virtutem revereri qui ſemper ſecundã 
Fortuna fit uſus, Tull. ad Herennium. 
The man who is always fortunate, cannot eaſily have a 

great reverence for virtue. 

Nſolence is the crime of all others which every man is 
1 * to rail at; and yet there is one reſpect in which 

almoſt all men living are guilty of it, and that is 
in the caſe of laying a greater value upon the gifts of 
fortune than we ought, It is here in England come 
into our very language, as a propriety of diſtinction, 


to ſay, when we would ſpeak of perſons to their ad- 
vantage, They are people of condition. There is no 
doubt but the proper uſe of riches implies that a man 
| ſhould exert all the good qualities imaginable; and if we 


mean by a man of condition or quality, one who, ac- 
cording to the wealth he is maſter of, ſhews himſelf juſt, 


beneficent, and charitable, that term ought very de- 
| ſervedly to be had in the higheſt veneration ; but when 
wealth is uſed only as it is the ſupport of pomp and 
luxury, to be rich is very far from being a recommen- 


dation to hononr and reſpect. It is indeed the greateſt 


| infolence imaginable, in a creature who would feel the 


extremes of thirſt and hunger, if he did not prevent bis 


appetites before they call upon him, to be fo forgetiul 
of the common neceſſity of human nature, as never to 
caſt an eye upon the pcor and needy. The fellow who 
_ eſcaped from a ſhip which ſtruck upon a rock in the 
weſt, and joined with the country-people to deltroy his 
brother ſailors, and make her a wreck, was thovght a 
| moſt execrable creature; but does not every man who 
enjoys the poſſeſſion of what he naturally wants, and is 
unmindful of the unſupplied diſtreſs of other men, betray 

the ſame temper of mind? When a man looks about 
bim, and with regard to riches and poverty beholds ſome 


H3 oth drawn 
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drawn in pomp and equipage, and they and their very 
tervants with an air of ſcorn and triumph overlooking 


the multitude that paſs by them; and, in the ſame ſtrect, 


2 creature of the ſame make crying out in the name 


af all that is gcod and ſacred to behold his miſery and 


give him ſome lupply againſt hunger and nakednets; 


who would believe theſe two Beings were of the ſame. 


ſpecies ? But ſo it is, that the confideration of fortune 
nas taken up all our minds, and, as I have often com- 
plained, poverty and riches ſtand in our imaginations in 
the places of guilt and innocence. But in all ſeaſons 
there will be ſome inſtances of perſons who have ſouls 
400 large to be taken with popular prejudices, and while 


the reit of manxind are contending for ſuperiority in 


power and wealth, have their thoughts bent upon the 
neceilities cf thoſe below them. The charity ichools, 
v-hich have been erected of late years, are the greateſt 


inſtances of publick ſpirit the age has produced: But 
indced when we conſider how long this ſort of benefi- 
cence has been on foot, it is rather from the good manage- 
ment of thoſe inſtitutions, than from the number or 


value of the benefactions to them, that they make fo 


oreat a figure. One would think it impoſible that in 
the ſpace of fourteen years there ſhould not have been 


ve thouſund prunds beftowe 11 gifts this wax, nor ſix- 


\tren-hnnured children, including males and ſemalcs, put 
cut to methods of induſtry. It is not alloued me to 


ſpe:k cf luxury and folly with the ſevere ſpirit they 
deſerte; | ſhall only therefore ſay, I ſhall very readily 
compound with any Lady in a hoop-petticoat, if ſhe 


gives the price of one half yard of the filk tou ards 


clothing, feeding and infirufting an innocent hel pleſs 
creature of her own {ex in one of theſe ſchceols. The 


Eonteiouineis of ſuch an action will give her features a 


nber life on this illuſtrious day, than all the jewels 
that can hang in ber hair, or can Le cluſiered in her bo- 


ſom. It uud be urcourtly to ſpeak in harſher words to 
the Fair, but to men one may take a little more free- 
dom It is mon{troes how a man can live with ſo little 


nettexion as to fancy he is not in a condition very unjult 
and diſ 1oporticned to the reſt of mankind, white he en- 
joys wealth, aud excrts no benevolence or bounty to 
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thers. As for this particular occaſion of thoſe ſchools, 
there cannot any offer more worthy a generous mind. 


Would you do an handſom thing without return? do it 
for an infant that is not ſenſible of the obligation: Would 
| you do it for publick good? do it for one who will be 


an honeſt artificer: Would you do it for the ſake of 


heaven ? give it to one who ſhall be inſtructed in the 
worſhip of him for whoſe ſake you gave it. It is me- 


thinks a moſt laudable inſtitution this, if it were of no 
other expectation than that of producing a race of good 
and uſeful ſervants, who will have more chan a liberal, 
a religious education. What would not a man do, in 
common prudence, to lay out in purchaſe of one about 


him, who would add to all his orders he gave the 


weight of the commandments to enforce an obedience to 
them? for ane who would coniJer his maſter as his 
father, his friend, and benefactor, cron ihe eaſy terins, 
and in expedtation of no other turn bat moderate 


wages and gentle uſage f It is the common vice of chil- 
diren to run too much among the ſervants; from ſuch 
as are educated in theſe places they would ies nothing 


but lowlineſs in the ſervanz. which would not be diſin- 
genuous in the child. All the ii! 0:23 and defaina- 
tory whiſpers, which take their birth from domeſticks, 
would be prevented, if this charity cou!d be made uni- 


verſal; and a good man might have a knowledge of the 


whole life of the perſons he deſigns to take into his 
houſe for his own ſervice, or that of his fimily or chil- 
dren, long beſore they were a.'mitted. This v-culd create | 


endearing d-pendencies: And ti.e 5 :1igation would have 
a paternal air in the matter, wh¹ño wou'd be revered 


from much ca:e and anxicty from rl.c o:atitede and dili- 


. 8 f oO, . = 
gence of an humble friend attending him as his ſe:vant. 
1 fall into this diſcourſe from a letter ſent to me, to 


give me notice that fifty boys would be clothed, and tate 


their ſeats (at the charge cf ſome generous bene factors) 


in St. Brides church on Sunday next, I wiſh I could. 
_ promiſe to myſelf any thing which my correſpondent 
| ſeems to expect from a publica:ion of it in this paper; 


for there can be nothing added to what ſo many excel- 


lent and learned men have {aid on this occaſion: But 


that there may be ſomething here which would move a 
Jo + .. .. - =; SEnerous 
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generous mind, like that of him who wric to me, I ſhall 
tranſcribe an handſom paragraph of Dr. Snape's ſermon = 
on theſe charities, which my correſpondent incloſed with 


this letter. Sa | = 
| The «viſe Providence has amply compen/ated the diſad. 


wantages of the poor and indigent, in wanting many of the 
e:nueniencies of this life, by a more abundant proviſion ſor 


ubcir happincſs in the next. Had they been higher born or 
mere richly endiaved, they would hade wanted this manner 
education, of which thoſe only enjoy the benefit who are 


Hav enough to ſubmit to it; where they have ſuch advan- 
tages without money, and without price, as the rich cannot 


purchaſe wvith it. The learning which is given, is generally 


mere edifying to them, than that avhich is fold to others: 


Thu: do they become more exalied in goodneſs, by being depr Us 


ed in fortune, and their poverty is, in reality, their pre- 


: ferment, g 


E 
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Prediga non ſentit pereuntem fæmina cenſum- 
A. welut exhauſta redivivus pullulet arc“ 

Nummus, & pleno ſemper tollatur acer vs, | 

Non unquam reputal, quanti fibi gaudia conſtaut. 


Juv. Sat. 6. ver. 3601. 


But womankind, that never knows a mean, 
| Pown to the dregs their finking fortunes drain: 
Hourly they give, and ſpend, and waſte, and wear, 
And think no pleaſure can be bought too dear. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Am turned of my great climaRteric, and am na- 
.9 I turally a man of a meek temper. About a dozen 
years ago I was married, for my fins, to a young 


© woman of a good family, and of an high ſpirit; but 
© could not bring her to cloſe with me, before 1 had 8 
. | * texe 


1. 
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© tered into a treaty with her longer than that of the 


grand alliance. Among other articles, it was there- 


in {lipulated, that ſhe ſhould have 400 J. a year for Pin- 
* money, Which 1 obliged myſelf to pay quarterly into 


the hands of one who ated as her plenipotentiary in 


* that affair. I have ever ſince religiouſly obſerved my 
part in this ſolemn agreement. Now, Sir, fo it is, 
that the Lady has had ſeveral children ſince I married 
her; to which, if I ſhould credit our malicious neigh- | 
« bours, her Pin-money has not a little contributed. The 
education of theſe my children, who, contrary to my 


© expectation, are born to me every year, ftraitens me 


* ſo much, that I have begged their mother to free 
me from the obligation of the above-mentioned P;z- 
* money, that it may go towards making a proviſion for 


© her family. This propoſal makes her noble blood 


* ſwell in her veins, inſomuch that finding me a little 


* tardy in her laſt quatter's payment, ſhe threatens me 
every day to arreſt me; and proceeds ſo far as to tell 


me, that if I do not do her juſtice, I ſhall die in a 


| © jail, To this ſhe adds, when her paſſion will let her 
aargue calmly, that ſhe has ſeveral play-debts on her 


hand, which mutt be diſcharged very ſuddenly, and 


t that ſhe cannot loſe her money as becomes a woman 
| * of her faſhion, if ſhe makes me any abatements in this 


article. I hope, Sir, you will take an occaſion from 


bhence to give your opinion upon a ſubje& which you 
_ © have net yet touched, and inform us if there are any 


« precedents for this uſage, among our anceſtors; or whe- 
ther you find any mention of Pin-money in Grotius, Puf- 


* fenderf, or any other of the civilians. | 


nn 
N 8 Joſiah Fribble, E/7; 


4s there is no man living who is a more profeſſed 


adrocate for the Fair- ſex than myſelf, ſo there is none 


| that would be more unwilling to invade any of their an- 
cient rights and privileges; but as the doctrine of Pin- 


menty is of a very late date, unknown to our great grand- 
mothers, and not yet received by many of our modern 
5 H 5 Ladies, 


178 THe SPECTATOR. N 295 


Ladies, I think it is for the intereſt of both ſexes to keep 
it from ſpreading. 
Mr. Friblle may not, perhaps, be mock miſtaken where 


he intimates, that the ſupplying a man's wife with Pin. 
money, is furniſl, ing her with arms againſt himſelf, and in 
a manner becoming acceſizry to his own diſhonour. We 


may, indeed, gencrally obſerve, that in proportion as a 


woman is more or leſs beautiful, and her huſband ad. 


vanced in years, ſhe ſtands in need of a greater or leſs 
number of Pizs, and upon a tieaty of marriage, riſes or 
talls in her demands accordingly. It muſt hkewiſe be 
owned, that high quality in a miſtreſs does very much i in- 


tlame this article in the marriage. reckoning. 


But where the age and circumdances of both parties are 


pretty much vpon a level, I carnot but think the inſiſting 
upon Pin-money is very extraordinary; and yet we find 
ſeveral matches broken off upon this very head. What 


woulda foreigner, or one who is a ſtranger to this prac- 8 5 
tice, think of a lover that forſakes his miſtreſs, becauſe he | 
is not willing to keep her in %s; but what would he 


think of the miſtreſs, mould he be informed that ſhe zſks 
hve or ſix hundred pounds a year for this uſe? Should a 
man unacquaiated with our cuſtoms be told the ſuins which 


are allowed in Great Britain, under the title of Pin-money, 
hat a prodigious conſumption of Pius would he think 
there was in this ifland? a Prz a Day, ſays our frugal pro- 
verb, 7s &@ gut a year, ſo that, according to this calcula- 1 


tion, my friend Fribbie's wife muſt every year make uſe 


of eight. mill: ons fix hundred and forty thou and ze. 


ins. 


Jam not ignorant that our Britifh Ladies alledge they 


comprehend under this general term ſeveral other con- 
veniencics of life ; I could therefore with, for the honour 
of my country-women, that they had rather called it Necale- 
money, which might have implied ſomething of good-houle- 


wifry, and not have given the malicious world occaſion to 
think, that dreſs and trifle have always the uppermoſt place 


in a woman's thoughts. 


[ know ſeveral of my fair readers urge. in defence of 
ruis practice, that it is but a neceſtaty rrovifion they make 
lor tnemſelves, in caſe their huſband proves a churl ora. 


miſer; fo that they conſider this allowance as a kind of 


alimony, 0 
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alimony, which they may lay their claim to without atuai- 
ly ſeparating from their hutbards, Put with 1abriflion, 
I thiak a woman who will Jive up iiricit toa man in 


marriage, where there is the eafl om {Or fucit an appre- 


henſion, and truſt her perſon to ono u No te wil not 
rely on for the common neceſſaries of lite, may very pro- 


perly be accuſed (in the phraſe of an — proverb) of 


being penny ae and pound fooliſh, 
It is obſerved of over-cautious generals, that they never 


engage in a battle without ſecuring a retreat, in caſe the 
event ſhould not anſwer their expectations; on the _ 


hand, the greateit conquerors have burat their ſhips, 
broke down the bridges behind them, as being pines he, 


either to ſucceed or die in the engagement. In the ſame 
manner I ſhould very much ſuſpect a woman who takes 
ſuch precautions for her retreat, and contrives methods 
| how the may live happily, without the affection of one 
to whom ſhe joins herſelf for life. Separate purſes between 
man and wife are, in my opinion, as unnatural as ſepa- 
rate beds. A marriage cannot be happy, here the plea- 
ſures, inclinations, and intereſts of both parties are not the 


ſame. I here is no greater incitement to love in the mind 


of man, than the ſen!2 of a perſon's depending upon him 
for her eaſe and happineis; as a woman uſes all her enden- 


vours to pleaſe the perſon whom ſhe looks upon as her 


| honour, her comfort, and her ſupport. 


For this reaſon I am not very much ſurpriſed at he be- 


 haviour of a rough country ſquire, who, being not a little 


O 


ſhocked at the proceeding of a young widow that would 
not regede from her demands of P:in-money, was ſo enraged 


at her mercenary temper, that he told her in great wr ath, 
As much as the thought him her fave, he would {hew 
aall the world he did not care a pin for her.“ Upon & hicli 
be ſlew odt of the room, and never {aw her more. 


Secrates, in Piato's Alcibiades, favs. he was informed hy 
one who had travelied through Perfia that as he paſſed 
Over a great tra. of lands, and i: q aired what the name 
Ot the place Was, tl. TY told 1 kim it was the Duven's Girdic: 5 


to which he adds. that another wide field, which lay by 


it, was called the Puzen s Feliz and that in the fame man- 
ner chere was a large 2 PUITICN of ground {et ance for every 


— 
6475 
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part of her majeſty's dreſs. Theſe lands might not be 


improperly called the Queen of Perſia's Pin-money. 
I remember my friend Sir Ro ER, who | dare ſay 
never read this paſſage in Plato, told me ſometime ſince, 
that upon his courting the perverſe widow (of whom [ 


have given an account in former papers) he had diſpoſed | 


of an hundred acres in a diamond-ring, which he would 


have preſented her with, had ſhe thought fit to accept itz | 
and that upon her wedding-day ſhe ſhould have carried on | 
her head fifty of the talleſt oaks upon his eſtate. He fur- | 
ther informed me that he would have given her a coal-pit | 


to keep her in clean linen, that he would have allowed 
per the profits of a windmill for her fans, and have pre- 
ſented her once in three years with the ſhearing of his 


 theep for her under-petticoats. To which the Knight al- 
ways adds, that though he did not care for fine clothes 
_ himſelf, there ſhould not have been a woman in the coun- 14 
try better dreſſed than my Lady Coverly. Sir Roo EA, 
perhaps, may in this, as well as in many other of his de- 
vices, appear ſomething odd and ſingular; but if the hu- 


mour of Piu money prevails, I think it would be very pro- 


per for every Gentleman of an eſtate to mark out ſo many 


cres of it under the title of The —_ * 
. s. K. h. f. . r. dh. HK. H. . M. E. . . 
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Mis eddere . Hor. Ep. 19. lib. 1. ver. 42. 


Dear Sy EO, 


e TR TE 
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T Axing lately converſed much with the Fair ſex on | 
| the ſubje& of your ſpeculations, (which, ſince their | 


* appearance in publick, have been the chief exer- 
ciſe of the female loquacious faculty) I found the Fair 
ones poſſeſſed with a diffatisfaftion at your prefixing 
Creek mottoes to the frontiſpiece of your late papers; 
and, as a man of galantry, 1 thoug ht it a duty _— 1 


h ,h % eee ©®. a 0a: 6 99 „ * 
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bent on me to impart it to you, in hopes of a reforma- 


© tion, which is only to be effected by a reſtoration of the 


© Latin to the uſual dignity in your papers, which, of late, 
© the Greek, to the great diſpleaſure of your female readers, 
* has uſurped; for though the Latin has the recommen- 


dation of being as unintelligible to them as the Greet, yet 
being written of the ſame character with their mother- 
dopgue, by the aſſiſtance of a ſpelling · book it i; legible; 


« which quality the Greek wants: And fince the introduce 


| * tion of operas into this nation, the Ladies are ſo charm- 
© ed with ſounds abſtracted from their ideas, that they 


* adore and honour the ſound of Latix as it is old Nalian. 
] am a ſolicitor for the Fair ſex, and therefore think my- 


_ © ſelf in that character more likely to be prevalent in this 


* requetit, than if I ſhould ſubſcribe myſelf by my proper 
name. 3000 15 1 
| | FJ. M. 


I defire you may inſert this in one of your Speculat ions, to 


 ſhew my zeal for removing the diſſatisfadion of the Fair ſex, N 


and refloring you to {heir favour, 


$8TR, 


I Was ſome time ſince in company with a young of- 

I ficer, who entertained us with the conqueſt he had 
made over a female neighbour of his; when a Gentle- 
man who ſtood by, as | ſuppoſe, envying the captain's 


good fortune, aſked him what reaſon he had to believe 


the Lady admired him? Why, ſays he, my lodgings are 


* oppolite to hers, and ſhe is continually at her window 
* either at work, reading, taking ſauff, or putting her- 
* ſelf in ſome toying potture on purpoſe to Craw my eyes 


| * that way. The confeſſion of this vain ſoldier made me 
reflect on ſome of my own actions; for you muſt know, 
Sir, I am often at a window which fronts the apartments 


of ſeveral Gentlemen, who I doubt not have the ſame the 
© Opinion of me. I muſt own | love to look at them all, 
one for being well dreſſed, a ſecond for his fine eye, and 


one particular one, becauſe he is the leaſt man lever 


* ſaw; but there is ſomething ſo eaſy and pleaſant in the 
manner of my little man, that I obſerve he is a favourite 


ol all his acquaintance. I could go on to tell you of 


many 


1 
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many others, that I believe think I have encouraged them 
from my window: But pray let me have our opinion of 


the uſe of the window in a beautiful Lady; and how | 
often ſhe may look out at the ſame man, without being 


ſuppoſed to have a mind to jump out to him. 
| 1 ours, 


wice., 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | | 
Have for ſome time made love to a Lady, who re. 
ceived it with all the kind returns I ought to expect: 

But without any provocation, that I know of, ſhe has of 


late ſhunned me with the utmoſt abhorrence, inſomuch 


that ſhe went out of church laſt Sunday in the midit of 
divine ſervice, upon my coming into the ſame pew. 
Pray, Sir, what muſt I do in this buſineſs? | | 

Os ns Jt 


Let her alone tit days. 


Tok, Jan. 20, 1711-12. 
\ E have in this town a fort of people who pre- 


tend to wit and write lampoons: 1 have lately 
been the ſubject of one of them. The ſeribbler had not 
genius enough in verſe to turn my age, as indeed I am 


an old maid, into rallery, for affecting a youthier turn 
than is coratent with my time of day; and therefore 
he makes the title of his Madrigal, the character of Mrs. 


Judit Lovebane, born in the year 1680. What I delire 


of you is, that you diſallow that a cox comb, who pre- 
tends to write verſe, ſhould put the moit malicious thing 
he can ſay in proſe. This I humbly conceive will diſ- 
able our counry wits, who indeed take a great deal of 
pains to ſay any u thing in rhyme, though they ſay it 
very m. 5555 
Jan, IX. 


your bums LE fern 7. 


Sutanna Lovebane. 


Aurelia Careleſs, | 
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| 1 Am a great lover of dancing, but cannot perform ſo 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | 
E are ſeveral of us, Gentlemen and Ladies, wilo 
board in the ſame houſe, and after dinner one 
of our company (an agreeable man enough otherwiſe) 
ſtands up and reads your paper to us all. We are the 
civileſt people in the world to one another, and therefore 


I am forced to this way of deſiring our reader, when he 
is doing this office, not to ſtand afore the fire. This 


will be a general good to our family this cold weather. 


He will, I know, take it to be our common requeſt when 


he comes to theſe words, Pray, Sir, fit down; Which I 


deſire you to inſert, and you will particularly oblige | 


5 Jour daily reader, | 


Charity Froſt, 


well as ſome others; however, by my out-of-the way 
capers, and ſome original grimaces, I do not fail to divert 


the company, particularly the Ladies, who laugh im- 


moderately all the time. Some, who pretend to be my 
fie nds, teil me they do it in deriſion, and would adviſe 
me to leave it off, withal that I make myſelf ridiculous. 
| do not know what to do in this affair, but I am re- 


folved not to give over upon any account, until I have 


tie opinion of the SPECTATOR. 
E ycur tumble ſervant, 
John Trott. 


TF Mr. Trot is not aukward out of time, he has a right 


to dance let who will laugh: But if he has no ear he 


«ul interrupt others; and 1 am of opinion he ſhould fit till, 


Given under my hand this fifth of February, 1711-12. 


Saturday, 
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 Exregio ingtie reprendas corpore news. 


Hor. Sat. 6. lib. 1. ver. 66, 


As peifect beauties often have a mole. Creech, | 


A Fier what I have ſaid in my laſt Saturday's paper, 
I ſhall enter on the ſubje& of this without further 


W-—Y preface. and remark the ſeveral defects which ap- * 


pear in the fate, the characters, the ſentiments, and the 
language of Milton's Fu. gdiſe Loft ; not doubting but the 


reader will pardon me, if I ailecye at the ſame time what. | 


ever may be ſaid for the extenuation of iuch defects. The 
firſt im perfection which I ſhall obſerve in the fabie 1s, that 
the event of it is unhappy. N 


Ihe fable of every poem is, according to Ariſtotlo's | 


_ diviſion, either Simple or Inplex. It is called ſimple when 
there is no change of fortune in it; Implex, when the for- 


tune of the chief a&or changes from bad to good, or from | : 


good to bad. The Implex fable is thought the molt per- 


fect; I ſuppoſe, becauſe it is more proper to ſtir up the ; 


paſſions of the reader, and to ſurpriſe him with a greater 
variety of accidents, | SY 


gers and difficulties, until he arrives at honour and pro- 
ſperity, as we ſee in the ſtory of Uhiſes. In the ſecond, 


the chief actor in the poem falls from ſome eminent pitch | 
of honour and proſperity, into miſery and diſgrace. Thus 


ue ſee Adam and Eve finking from a ſtate of innocence 

and happineſs, into the molt abject condition of fin and 

ſorrow. 5 

built on this laſt ſort of Implex fable, particularly the tra- 
edy of OEdipus, which proceeds upon a ſtory, if we may 

believe Ariſtotie, the moſt proper for tragedy that could be 


invented 
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The Implex fable is therefore of two kinds; in the firſt 
the chief actor makes his way through a long ſeries of dan · 


The moſt taking tragedies among the ancients, were 


| one of that kind, which they call an heroic. 
| Miltor's is not of a ſublime nature I will not preſume to 
determine: It is ſufficient that I ſhew there is in the Para- 
_ iſe Loft all the greatneſs of plan, regularity of deſign, and 
| maſterly beauties which we diſcover in Homer and Virgil. 
| HT muſt in the next place obſerve, that Milton has inter- 
woven in the texture of his fable ſome particulars which 
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invented by the wit of man. I have taken ſome pains in 


a former paper to ſhew, that this kind of Implex fable, 


wherein the event is unhappy, is more apt to affect an 


audience than that of the firſt kind; notwithſtanding ma- 


ny excellent pieces among the ancients, as well as moſt 


of thoſe which have been written of late years in our own 
country, are raiſed upon contrary plans. 
cn, that I think this kind of fable, which is the moſt 


[ muſt however 


perfect in tragedy, is not ſo proper for an heroic poem. 

Milton ſeems to have been ſenſible of this imperfection 
in his fable, and has therefore endeavoured to cure it by 
ſeveral expedients; particularly by the mortification which 
the great adverſary of mankind meets with upon his re- 


| turn to the aſſembly of infernal ſpirits, as it is deſcribed in 

a a beautiful paſſage of the tenth book; and likewiſe by the 
- viſion wherein Adam at the cloſe of the poem ſees his of- 
Fo ſpring tricmphing over his great enemy, and himſelf re- 


ored to a happier Paradiſe than that from which he fell. 


I There is another objection againſt Milton's fable, which 
is indeed almoſt the ſame with the former, though placed 
in a different light, namely, That the hero in the Para- 
diſe Loft is unſucceſsful, and by no means a match for his 
| enemies. This gave occaſion to Mr. Dryden's reflexion, 
| that the devil was in reality Milton's hero. I think I have 
| obviated this objection in my firit paper. The Paradiſe 
| Loft is an epic or a narrative poem, and he that looks for 
an hero in it, ſearches for that which Milton never in- 


tended ; but if he will needs fix the name of an hero upon 
any perſon in it, it is certainly the Me/iah who is the 


| hero, both in the principal action, and in the chief epiſodes. 
Paganiſm could not furniſh out a real action for a fable 
greater than that of the Iliad or Æueid, and therefore an 


eathen could not form a higher notion of a poem than 
Whether 


do not ſeem to have probability enough for an epic poem, 
particularly in the actions which he aſeribes to * 2 
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Parity, with other paſſages in the ſecond book. Such 
allegories rather ſavour of the ſpirit of Spenſer and Ariofto, 
| than of Homer and Virgil | | D 


Fa 


Is the Sulivce of bo Prax he has Ekowihe adahited wy | 


many digreſſions. It is finally obſerved by Ariſtotle, that 


the author of an heroic poem ſhould ſeldom ſpeak himſelf, 
but throw as much of his work as he can into the mouths 


of thoſe who are his principal actors. Ar:/crle has given 


no reaſon for this precept ; but I preſume it is becauſe the 


mind of the reader is more awed and elevated when he 
hears neas or Achilles ſpeak, than when Virgil or Homer 
talk in their own perſons. Beſides that aſſuming the charac- 


ter of an eminent man is apt to fire the imagination, and 


raiſe the ideas of the author. Tully tells us, mentioning 
his dialogue of old age, in which Cars is the chief ſpeaker, 


that upon a review of it he was agreeably impoſed upon, 
and fancied that it was Cato, and not he himſeif, who ut 


tered his thoughts on that ſubject, 


If the reader would be at the pains to ſee how the ſtory | 
of the Jliad and the .Zneid is delivered by thoſe perion | 
who act in it, he will be ſurpriſed to find how little in 


either of theſe poems proceeds from the authors. Milton 


bas, in the general diſpoñtion of his fable, very finely ob- 


ſerved this great rule; ipſomuch, that there is ſcarcea 


third part of it which comes fiom the poet; the reſt 6 
ſpoken either by gem and Ewe, or by ſome good or evil 


ſpirit who is engaged either in their Geilruciion or de- 
fence. 1 


poem. If the poet, even in the ordinary courſe of his 


- narration, ſhould ſpeak as little as poſſible, he ſhould cer. 
tainly never let his narration ſleep for the ſake of any re- 


flexions of his own. I have often obſerved, with a lecret 
admiration, that the longeſt reflexion in the Eucid is in 
that pailage of the tenth book, where Turnus is repie- 
| ſented as dreſſing himſelf in the ſpoils of Pallas, whom he 


had ſlain. Virgil here lets his fable ſtand ſtill for the fake 
of the follwing remark. How is the mind of man ignoratl 
of futurity, and unable to bear proſp:rous fortune with modt- 


ration ! The time will come when Turnus ſhall wiſh that ” 


Ne 29. 
Death, and the picture which he draws of the Limbo f 


From what has been here obſerved it appears, that di. | 
greſſions are by no means to be aliowed of in an epic. 


tines defective under the followin 
are ſeveral of them too much pointed, and ſome that de- 
generate even into puns. Of this laſt kind I am afraid is 
that in the firſt book, where, {peaking of the pygmies, he 
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| had left the bedy of Pallas unteuched, and curſe the day on 


ct hich he arefſed himſeif in theſe jj 53's. As the great event 


o the Leid, and the death of Turnus, whom Aneas ſlew 
| becauſe he ſaw him adorned with the ſpoils of Pallas, turns 


vpon this incident, Virgil went out of his way to make this 
reflexion upon it, without which ſo ſmall a circumſtance 
might poſſibly have ſlipt out of his reader's memory. Luca, 


ho was an injudicious poet, lets drop his flory very fre- 


queutly for the ſake of his unneceſſary digreſſions, or his 
Dryerticula, as Scaliger calls them. If he gives us an ac- 
count of the prodigies which preceded the civil war, he 
declaims upon the occaſion, and ſhews how much happier 
it would be for man, if he did not ſetl his evil fortune be- 
fore it comes to paſs ; and ſuffer not only by its real weight, 
but by the apprehenſion of it. Mztor's complaint for his 


blindneſs, his panegyrick on marriage, his reflexions on 


Adam and Eve's going naked, of the angels eating, and 
ſeveral o:her paſſi ges in his poem, are liable to the ſame 


exception, though 1 mult confeſs there is ſo great a beauty 
in thele very digreflions, that I would not wiſh them out 
VVT . 


have, in a former paper, ſpoken of the Characters of 
Ililieu's Paradiſe Loſt, and declared my opinion, as to the 


allegorical perſons who are introduced in it. 


It we look into the Scxtime nuts, I think they are ſome - 


g heads; firſt, as there 


calls them, | 


— faall lnfancry 


Warr'd on by crang— 


Another blemiſh that appears in ſome of his thoughts, 
15 his frequent alluſion to heathen fables, which are not 

certainly of a piece with the divine ſabje of which he 
treats, I do not find fault with theſe alluſions, where the 
poet himſelf repreſents them as fabulous, as he does in 
ſome places, but where he mentions them as truths and 


matters of fact. The limits of my paper will not give 
me leave to be particular in inſtances of this kind; the 


reader will eaſily remark them in his peruſal of the poem. 
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A third fault in his ſentiments, is an unneceſſary often. 
tation of learning, which likewiſe occurs very frequently, 
It is certain that both Homer and Virgil were maſters of all 
the learning of their times, but it ſhews itſelf in their 
works after an indirect and concealed manner. Milt 
ſeems ambitious of letting us know, by his excurſions on 


free-will and predeſtination, and his many glances upon | 


hiſtory, aſtronomy, geography, and the like, as well as by 


the terms and phraſes he ſometimes makes ule of, that he 


was acquainted with the whole circle of arts and ſciences, 
If in the laſt place we conſider the Language of this 
great poet, we muſt allow what I have hinted in a former 
paper, that it is often too mu ch laboured, and ſometimes 


obſcured by old words, tranſpoſitions, and foreign idioms, | 


Seneca's objection to the ſtile of a great author, Riget qui 
ratio, nibil in ed placidum, nibil lene, is what many criticks 
make to Milton : As I cannot wholly refute it, ſo I have 
already apologized for it in another paper: To which I may 


further add, that Milton's ſentiments and ideas were {0 E 


wonderfully ſublime, that it would have been impoſſible 
for him to have repreſented them in their full ſtrevgth 


and beauty, without haviag recourſe to theſe foreign 2. 
 fiſtances. Our language ſunk under him, and was unequal | 
to that greatneſs of ſoul, which furniſhed him with ſuch | 


glorious conceptions. | 


A ſecond fault in his language is that he often aſſeds : 
kind of jingle in his words, as in the following paſſages, 


and many others 3 | 


And brought into the World & World of we. 
—Begint th Almighty throne 
Beſeeching er befteging —— _ 
This tempted our attempt 5 
As one flight bound high overleapt all bound. 


I know there are figures of this kind of ſpecch, thit | 
| ſome of the greateſt ancients have been guilty of it, and 
that Ariſtetle himſelf has given it a place in his rhetorick 
among the beauties of that art. But as it is in itſelf poo! 
and trifling, it is I think at preſent univerſally explodec 


The 


by all the maſters of polite writing. 
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The laſt fault which I ſhall take notice of in Milion's 


tile, is the frequent uſe of what the learned call Technical 


Words, or terms of art. It is one of the greateſt beauties 


| of poetry, to make hard _ intelligible, and to deliver 


what is abſtruſe of itſelf in ſuch eaſy language as may be 


_ underſtood by ordinary readers: Beſides, that the know- 


ledge of a poet ſhould rather ſeem born with him, or in- 


| fpired, than drawn from books and ſyſtems. I have often 
wondered how Mr. Dryden could tranſlate a paſſage out of 


Virgil after the following manner. 


Tack to the larboard, and fland off to ſea, 
Veer ſtar board ſea and land... 


Milton makes uſe of Larboard in the ſame manner. When 
he is upon building he mentions Doric Pillars, Pilaſters, 
Cornice, Freeze, Architrave. When he talks of heavenly 


| bodies, you meet with Ecliptie and Eccentric, the trepida- 


tion, flars dropping from the zenith, rays culminating from 
the equator : To which might be added many inſtances of 
the like kind in ſeveral other arts and ſciences. SD 
| I thall in my next papers give an account of the many 
particular beauties in Milton, which would have been too 


long to inſert under thoſe general heads I have already 


treated of, and with which 1 intend to conclude this piece 
of criticiſm, = 9 „„ 


N®298 Monday, February 11. 


Nuſtuan tua fee ——= Virg. En. 4. v. 3;3. 
Honour 1s no where ſafe. DT 


Mr. SrECTATO R, Le ndun, Feb. q, 1711.12. 
1 Am a virgin, and in no caſe deſpicable; but ye 


be feared, leſs happy; for I find not che leaſt go 
effect from the juſt correction you ſome time ſince gare 
that too free, that looſer part of our ſex which ſpoils the 
men; the ſame connivance at the vices, the ſame eafy 
admittance of addrefies, the fame vitiated reliſh of the 


ſhionable way of exprefiirg one's felt, of ſuch as have 
ſeen the world moſt! u ab uns, increaſes, multiplies, 

The humble petition theit fore of many of the mul 
ſtrictly virtuous, and ot mylcif, is, That you will once 
more exert your authority, ard that according to your 
late promiſe, your full, your impartial authority, on this 
fillier branch of our kind; For why ſhould they bethe 


a SS DD... a SS © 26 


with impunity indul;e the males in licentiouſneis whill 
ſingle, and we have the dimal hazard and plaguc of 
reforming them when married? St ike home, dir, then, 
and ſpare not, or all our maiden hopes, our pilced 
hopes of nuptial felicit; are fruitra:ed, are vaniſhed, aud 
you yourſelf, as well as Mr. Coarcly, will, by ſmoothing 
over immodeſt practices with the gloſs of ſoit and harm- 


a «a > „„ a a «a @ a a 


am herein morc ſevere thin need be: If ] have not 


the evil to be univerſal. 


a2 © © a «a 


« You moſt know then, that ſince your repre henſon of | 
this female Cegeneracy came out, I have had a tender of 


reſpeds 


ſuch as I am I muſt ren:un, or elfe become, it is to 


converſation of the greateſt of rakes (or in a more f. 


uncontrolable miſtreſſes of our fete? Why ſoul they 


leſs names, for ever forf\it our eſteem. Nor think that 


reaſon more than enough, do you and the world jucge 
ſrom this enſuing account, which, I think, will prove 


— 
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p reſpe&s from no leſs than five perſons, of tolerable figure 
too as times go: But the misfortune is, that four of the 


gd five are profeſſed followers of the mode. They would 
face me down, that all women of good ſenſe ever were, 
and ever will be, latitudinarians in wedlock; and al. 


« ways did, and will, give and take what they profanely 
term conjugal liberty and conſcience, 
The two firit of them, a captain and a merchant, to 
« ſtrengthen their argument, pretend to repeat after a cou- 
ple, a brace of Ladies of quality and wit, That Ferus 
© was always kind to Mars; and what foul, that has the 
© lealt ſpark of generoſity, can deny a man of bravery any 
thing? And how pitiful a trader that, whom no woman 
but his own wife will have correſpondence and dealings 
« with? "Thus theſe; whilſt the third, the country ſquire, 
© conteiled, That indeed he was ſurpriſed into good-breed- 
+ ing, and entered into the knowledge of the world una- 
« wares; That dining the other day at a Gentleman's houſe, 
« the perſon v/ho entertained was obliged to leave him 
with his wife and nicces ; where they {pcke with ſo much 
«* contempt of an abſent Gentleman for being fo flow at 
« 2 bint, that he reſolved never to be drouſy, unmarner- 
ly, or ſtupid, for the future at a friend's houſe; and on 
© a hunting morning, not to purſue the game either with 
the huſband abꝛoad, or with the wife at home. 
Ihe next that came was a tradeſman, no leſs full of 
* the age than the former; for he had the galantry to tel! 
* me, that at a late junket which he was invited to, the 
motion being made and the queſtion being put, it was 
by maid, wile and widow reiolve t, mine centradiceute, 
© That a vonn fe rightly journey man is abfolutel) neceſ- 
' fary in their way of bulineſs: To which they hed the 
* alleat and concurrence of their iuſbands pretent, 1 
dropped him a curtly, and gave him ty underdand that 
was bis audience of leave. . | e 
* I am reckoned pretty, and have had very man; ad- 
* vances b={des thele; but have been vy averſe to hear 
* any of them, from my obſervat!- on theſe above- men- 
tianea, until 1 hoped fome ad fre m the character of 
* my preſent admiter, a dle man. Fur | find even 
" amongit them there are indirect practices in —_— to 
8 8 | Ny c Ove, 
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e love, and our treaty is at preſent a little in ſuſpence, 


until ſome circumſtances are cleared. There is a char 


« againſt him among the women, and the caſe is this: lt 


« js alledged, That a certain endowed female would have 
© appropriated herſelf to and conſolidated herſelf with a 


© church which my divine now enjoys; (or, which is the 


© ſame thing, did proſtitute herſelf to her friend's doing 
this for her:) That my eccleſiaſtick, to obtain the one, 


© did engage himſelf to take off the other that lay on | : 
© hand; but that on his ſucceſs in the ſpiritual, he again | 


© renounced the carnal. © 


I put this cloſely to him, and taxed him with diſn- 
« penuity. He to clear himſelf made the ſubſequent de. | 


« fence, and that in the moſt ſolemn manner poſſible. That 


dhe was applied to and inſtigated to accept of a benefice; | 
„That a conditional offer thereof was indeed made him 


c at firſt, but with diſdain, by him rejected: That when 
© nothing (as they eaſily perceived) of this nature could 


neſſes, tendered to him gra7zs, with the open profeſſion 
of not the leaſt reſerve, or moſt minute condition ; but 


troducer, (or her crafty procurer, which you will) in- 


not only in the neighbourhood of that ſaid church, but 
in London, in the univerſity, in mine and his own coun- 
try, and wherever elſe it might probably obviate his 
application to any other woman, and ſo confine him to 


any previous offer of his ſervice, or the leaſt ſtep to her 


© himſelf, vindicate both his innocence and freedom by 
keeping his proper diſtance. 

| © This is his apology, znd I think I ſhall be ſatisfied 
with it. But I cannot conclude my tedious epiſtle, without 
_ © recommending to you not only to reſume your former 


£ chaſtiſement, | 


bring him to their purpoſe, aſſurance of his being in. | 
tirely unengaged beforehand, and ſafe from all ther | 

after expectations (the only ſtratagem left ro draw him | 
in) was given him: That purſuant to this the donation | 
itſelf was without delay, before ſeveral reputable wit- | 


that yet immediately after induction, his infiduous in- 


duſtriouſly ſpread the report which had reached my ears, 


this alone: And in a word, That as he never did make | 


affection; ſo on his diſcovery of theſe deſigns thus lad | 
to trick him, he could not but afterwards, in juſtice to 


Sy © OE 
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* chaſtiſement, but to add to your criminals the ſimonia- 


cal Ladies, who ſeduce the ſacred order into the diffi- 


( culty of either breaking a mercenary troth made to them 


« whom they ought no: to deceive, or by breaking or keep- 
ing it offending againſt him whom they cannot deceive. 
« Your aſſiſtance and labours of this ſort would be cf great 


© benefit, and ycur ſpeedy thoughts on this ſubject would 
be very ſeaſonable to, | „ 


Sir, your meſi obedient ſervant, 


T 5 | Challity Loveworth. 
No 299 Tueſday, February 12. 
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ale denuſenam, quam te, Cornelia, mater 
Gracchoerum, ſi cum mag nis virtutibus affers 
Grande ſuperciiium, & numeras in dete trimphos. 
Tulle tuum precor Annibalem, viftumque /ythacem 
In coftris; & cum teta Carthagine migra. 
| Juv. Sat. 6. ver. 166. 


Some country. girl, ſcarce to a curtly bred, 
 Wou'd ] much rather than Cornelia wed 
If ſupercilious, haughty, proud, and vain, 
She brought her father's triumphs in her train. 
_ Away with all your Car aginuian ſtate; i 
Let vanquiih'd Harnival without doors wait, | | 
'2'00 burly and too big to paſs my narrow gate. IJ. 
SE 5 ET D&avvex. 


the ſtory of a perſon eminent for prudence and virtue, 


I. is obſerred, that a man improves more by reading 
than by the ſineſt rules and precepts of mcrality. In 


the ſame manner a repreſentation of thoſe calamities and 
misfortunes which a weak man ſuffers from wrong mea- 


ſures, and ill concerted ſchemes of lite, is apt to make a 


deeper impreſſion upon our minds, than the wiſeſt maxims 


and inſtructions that can be given us, for avoiding the like 
1 | fuollies 
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follies and indiſcretions in our own private conduct. It 
1s for this reaſon thay I lay before my reader the following 
letter, and leave it with him to make his own uſe of it, 
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- without adding any reflexions of my own upon the ſubje& 


Mr. SrECTATOR, 


" F Aving carefully peruſed a letter ſent you by Jas 


Fribble, Eſq; with your ſubſequent diſcourſe upon 
Piu money, | do preſume to trouble you with an ac- 


count of my own caſe, which I look upon to be no 
«* leſs deplorable than that of ſquire Fribble. 


I am a 
perſon of no extraction, having begun the world with 


a ſmall parcel of ruſty iron, and was for ſome years | 


commonly known by the name of Jac# Anvil. I have 


naturally a very happy genius for getting money, in- 
ſomuch that by the age of five and twenty I had ſcraped 


together four thouſand two hundred pounds, five ſhil- 


« lings and a few odd pence. I then lanched out into 


conſiderable buſineſs, nd became a bold trader both 


by ſea and land, which in a few years raiſed me a very E 


conſiderable fortune. For theſe my good ſervices I was 
knighted in the thirty-fifth year of my aze, and lived 
with great dignity among my city neighbours by the 
name of Sir John Anvil, Being in my temper very am- 
bitious, I was now bent upon making a family, and 
accordingly reſolved that my deſcendents ſhould have a 


daſh of good blood in their veins. In order to this [ | 
made love to the Lady Mary Oadiy, an indigent young | 
To cut ſhort the marriage treaty, 


woman of quality. 
| threw her a Charte Blanche, as our news- papers call 
it, deſiring her to write upon it her own terms. She 


was very Conciſe in her demands, inſiſting only that 
the diſpoſal of my fortune ard the regulation of my 
* family ſhould be intirely in her hands. Her father and 


brothers appeared exccedingly averſe to this match, and 


would not ſee me for ſome time; but at preſent are ſo 
© well reconciled, that they dine with me almolt every _ 
day, and have borrowed conſiderable iums of me; which | 
my Lady Mary very often twits me with, when 2 
She had 


ſhew me how kind her relations are to me. 
N | « no 
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no portion, as I told you before; but what ſhe wanted 
in fortune ſhe makes up in ſpirit. She at firſt changed 
wy name to Sir J Eral, and at preſent writes her- 
ſelf Mary Erville. | have had ſome children by her, 


«© whom ſhe has chriſtened with the Sirmames of her fa- 


mily, in order, as ſhe tells me, to wear out the home- 
lineſs of their parentage by the father's fide. Our eldeſt 
ſon is the honourable Oddly Exville, Efq; and our eldeſt 
daughter Farri:t Enville, Upon her fiſt coming into 
my family, ſhe turned off a parcel of very careful ſer- 
vants, who had been long with me, and introduced in 
their ſtead a couple of black-a-moors, and three or four 
very genteel fellows in laced liveries, beſides her French- 
abaman, Who is perpetually making a noiſe in the houſe 


Lady Mary. She next ſet herſelf to reform every room 
of my houſe, having glazed all my chimney-pieces with 
looking-glafles, and planted every corner with ſuch heaps 
of China, that I am obliged to move about my own 
houſe with the greateſt caution and circumſpection, for 
fear of hurting ſome of our brittle furniture. She 
makes an illumination once a week with wax- candles 
in one of the largeſt rooms, in order, as ſhe phraſes it, 
to ſee company. At which time ſhe always defires 
me to be abioad, or to contine myſelf to the cock-lofr, 
that I may not diſgrace her — viſitants of quali- 
ty. Her footmen, as I told you before, are ſuch beaus 

that [ do not much care for aſking them queſtions ; 
when I do, they anſwer me with a faucy frown, and fay 
that every thing, which I find fault with, was done by 
my Lady Mary's order. She tells me that the intends 
they ſhall wear ſwords with their next liveries, having 


© lately obſerved the footmen of two or three perſons of 


* quality hanging behind the coach with ſwords by their 


_ © fides. As ſoon as the firſt honey-moon was over, | re- 


* preiented to her the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe daily in- 
* novations which ſhe made in my family ; but ſhe told me 


| © 1 was no longer ro conſider myſelf as Sir Jabn Anvil, 


but as her huſband; and added with a frown, that 1 
did not ſeem to know who ſhe was. | was ſurprited to 
* be treated thus, after ſuch familiarities as had paſled be- 

I 2 | + tween” 
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tween us. But ſhe has ſince given me to know, that 
whatever freedoms ſhe may ſometimes indulge me in, 
ſhe exſpects in general to be treated with the reſpect 
that is due to her birth and quality. Our children have 
been trained up from their infancy with ſo many ac- 


counts of their mother's family, that they know the 
ſtories of all the great men and women it has produced, | 
Their mother teils them, that ſuch an one commanded 
in ſuch a ſea-engagement, that their great grandfather 
had a horſe ſhot under him at Edge-h1ll, that their uncie 
was at the ſiege of Buda, and that her mother danced 


in a ball at court with the Duke of Monmeuth; with 


abundance of fiddle-faddle of the ſame nature. I was 


the other day a little out of countenance at a queſtion 


of my little daughter Harriot, who aſked me with a great 


deal of innocence, why | never told them of the gene- 
rals and admirals that had been in my family. As tor 


my eldeſt fon Oddly, he has been ſo ſpirited up by is | 
mother, that if he does not mend his manners I ſhall | 

go near to diſinherit him. He drew his ſword upon 
me before he was nine years old, and told me that he 
expected to be uſed like a Gentleman; upon my offer. 
ing to correct him for his inſolence, my Lady Mary ſept 
in between us, and told me, that I ought ro conſider 


there was ſome difference between his mother and mine. 


She is perpetually finding out the features of her own 


relations in every one of my children, though, by the 
way, I have a little chubfaced boy as like me as he can 


ſtare, if I durſt ſay ſo; but what moſt angers me, when | 
ſhe ſees me playing with any of them upon my knee, | 
| the has begged me more than once to converſe with the 
children as little as poſſible, that they may not learn any 
of my aukward tricks. BD 5 
Lou muſt farther know, ſirce I am opening my heart 
to you, that ſhe thinks herſelf my ſuperior in ſenſe, 28 


much as ſhe is in quality, and therefore treats me like a 


plain well-meaning man, who does not know the world. 
dhe dictates to me in my own buſineſs, ſets me rigit | 
in point of trade, and if I diſagree with her about ary | 
of my ſhips at ſea, wonders that I will diſpute with her, | 
when I know very well that her great grandfather was 2 

flag. oſſicer. 1 eee | 
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To compleat my ſufferings, ſhe ha; teiſed me for this 
« quarter of a year laſt pait, to remo © into one of the 
* ſquares at the other end of the town, promiſing for mv 
* encouragement, that I ſha!t have as good a cock-}oft 
* as any Gentleman in the ſquarez to which the ho- 
* nourable ©7247; F.ville, Eſq; always adds, lice a jack-a- 
* napes as he is, that he hopes it will be as near the court 


as poſſibie. | 


jn ſhort, „, SpretaroR, I am fo much out of 


my raturel ci: vent, that to recover my old way of lie 


* | would be cent to begin the world again, and be 
* plain Fuck Au; but alas! ] am in for life, and am 


bound io ſubſcribe n. yſelf, with great ſorrow of heare, 


zour humble ſervant, 


if 1 Wn | > John Enville, 521. 


* 


Diver ſum vitio vitium prope majus. 25 
„ 1 Hor. Ep. 18. lib. 1. ver. 5. 
—— Another failing of the mind, Ts a 
| Greater than this, ot a quite eren kind. | 
333 *** POOL x. 


Mr. SpzcrTaToR, 5 
| HEN you ta'k of the ſubject of Lore, and the 
W jelations ariſing from it, methinks you ſhould 
take care to leave no fault unobſerved which 
concerns the ſtate of marriage. The great vexation 
that J have obſerved in it, is that the wedded couple 
ſeem to want opportunities of being often enough 
alone together, and are forced to quarrel and be fond 
before company. Mr. H»tſþur and his Lady, in a 
room full of their friends, are ever ſaying ſomething 
ſo ſmart to each other, and that but juſt within rules, 
that the whole company ſtand in the utmoſt anxiety 
and ſuſpence for fear of their falling into extremities 
5 . Li « which 
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which they could not be pieſent at. On the other ſide, 
Tem Faidie and his pretty ſpouſe wherever they come 
are billing at ſuch a race, as they think muit do our 


hearts good to behold them. Cannot you poſlibly pro- 


poſe a mean between being waſps and doves in publick ? 
I ſhould think if you adviſed to hate or love fincerely 


it would be better: For if they would be fo diſcreet as 

to hate from the very bottom of their hearts, their ad- 
verſton would be too ftrong for little gibes every mo- 
meat; and if they loved with that calm and noble value | 
which dwells in the heart, with a warmth like that of |] 
life-blood, they would not be fo impatient of their paf- 
tions as to fall into obſervable fondneſs. This method, 


in each caſe, would fave appearances; but as thoſe who 


offend on the fond fide are by much the fewer, I would 
have you begin with them, and go on to talte notice of | 
a mcit impertinent licence married women take, not 


only to be very loving to their ſpouſes in publick, but 
alſo make nauſcous alluſions to private familiarities, and 


the like. Lucina is a Lady of the greateſt diſcretion, | 
yon mutt know, in the world; and withal very mucha 


phyſician: Upon the ſtrength of theſe two qualities there 


is nothing ſhe will not ſpeak of before us virgins; and 


ſhe every day talks with a very grave air in ſuch a man- 
manner, as is very jmproper ſo much as to be hinted 
at but to obviate the greateſt extremity. Thoſe whom 
they call good bodies, notable people, hearty neighbours, 


and the pureſt goodeſt company in the world, are the 
great offenders in this kind. Here I think I have lad | 
Les you an open field for pleaſantry; and hope you 


will ſhew theſe people that at leaſt they are not witty: 


In which you will fave from many a bluſh a daily ſu | 


ferer, who is very much 


your moſt bumble ſervant, 


Suſannah Loveworth, 


Mr. 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, | 
IN yours of WHedrr/day the 3cth paſt, ycu and your 
© | correſpondents are very ſevere on a ſort of men, 
* whom you call male coquets; but without any other 

* reaſon, in my apprchenſion, than that of paying a hal- 
* low compliment to the Fair ſex, by accuſing ſome men 
* of imaginary faults, that the women may not ſeem io 


be the more faulty ſex; though at the ſame time you 
ſſuppoſe there are ſome ſo weak as to be impoſed upon 


by nne things and falſe addreſſes. I cannot perſuade 
mvieif that your deſign is to debar the ſexes the benefit 
of each other's converſation within the rules of honour ; 
nor will you, I dare ſay, recommend to them, or encou- 
rage the common tea-table talk, much leſs that of poli- 
* tici;s and matteis of ſtate: And if theſe are forbidden 
* ſubjects of diſcourſe, then, as long as there are any wo- 


men in the world who take a pleaſure in hearing them- 
_ © ſelves praiſed, and can bear che fight of a man proſtrate 


© at their feet, ſo long I ſhall make no wonder that there 
are thoſe of the other ſex who will pay them thoſe im- 


pertinent humiliations. We ſhould have few people 


* lach fools as to practiſe flattery, if all were fo wiſe as to 
© Geſpiſe it. I do not deny but you would do a meri- 


_ © torious act, if you could prevent all impoſitions on 
_ © the ſimplicity of young women; but I muſt confeſs 1 
do not apprehend you have laid the fault on the proper 

* perſon, and if I trouble you with my thoughts upon it, 


* I promiſe myſelf your pardon. Such of the ſex as are 
raw and innocent, and moſt expoſed to theſe attacks, 
have, or their parents are much to blame if they have 
not, one to adviſe and guard them, and are obliged them- 


ſelves to take care of them; but if theſe, who ought to 


* kinder men from all opportunities of this fort of con- 
* verfation, inſtead of that encourage and promote it, the 
* ſuſpicion is very juſt that there are ſome private reaſons 
for it; and I will leave it to you te determine on which 


_ * fide a part is then ated. Some women there are who 
_ * arearnved at years of diſcretion, I mean are got out of 
the hands of their parents and governors, and are ſet up 


* for themſelves, who yet are liable to theſe attempts; but 
if theſe are prevailed * you muſt excuſe me if ]lay 
| 14 e the 
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the fault upon them, that their wiſdom is not grown 
with their years. My client, Mr. Strephon, whom you 
ſummoned to declare himſelf, gives you thanks how. 
ever for your warning, and begs the favour only to 
enlarge his time for a "week, or to the laſt day of the 


term, and then * will — Ry and pray no 
day « over. 


gJours, 


Mr. 1 a R, 


Was laſt night to viſit a Lady hem I much em 


and always tock for my ſriend; but met with ſo 


very different a reception from what 1 expected, that I 
cannot help applying myſelf to you on this occaſion, 


In the room of that civility and familiarity I uſed to be 


treated with by her, an afteCted ſtrangeneſs in her 
iooks, and coldne!s in her behaviour, plainly told me 


1 was not the welcome gueſt which the regard and tender- 


neſs ſhe has often expreſſed for me gave me reaſon to 


flatter myſelf to think | was. Sir, this is certainly a 
| you fault, and I aſſure you a very common one; there- | 
fore I hope you will think it a fit ſubject for ſome part 
of a Spectator. Be pleaſed to acquaint us how we muſt 


behave ourſelves towards this valetudinary friendſhip, 

lubje to ſo many heats and colds, and you will oblige, 
Sir, your bumbie ſervant, 

Miranda. 


I Cannot forbear acknowledging the delight your late 
SfeAators on Saturdays have given me; for they are 


writ in the honeſt ſpirit of criticiſm, and called to my 


* mind the following four lines I had read long ſince in 


a prologue to a play called Julius Cæſar, which has de- 
* ſerved a better fate. The verſes are addreſſed to the 


little criticks. 


Shea your ſmall talent, ad let that fo 9 "ol ez z 
But grow not vain upon it, I adviſe ye. 

Fer every ap can find out faults in plays: 

7 cui ne er arrive at knowing when 10 praiſe. 


1 6 yours, D. G. 
Th urſday, | 


5 Philanthropos, | 
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Peffint ut juvenes viſere feridi 

Multo non fine riſu, 
Dilapſam in cincres facem. 15 

= Hor. Od. 13. I. 4. ver. 26, 

That all may laugh to ſee that glaring light, ö 

Which lately ſhone ſo fierce and bright, 0 
End in a ſtink at laſt, and vaniſh into night. N 

| | | | NON, 


accompliſhments, either of body or mind, which 
have once made us remarkable in the world, 


WI are generally ſo much pleaſed with any little 


that we endearour to perſuade ourſelves it is not in the 
power of time to rob us of them. We are eternally purſu- 
ing the ſame methods which fiſt procured us the ap- 


plauſes of mankind. It is from this notion that an author 
writes on, though he is come to dotage ;- without ever 

conſidering that his memory is impaired, and that he hath 
loſt that life, and thoſe ſpirits, which formerly raifed his 
fancy, and fired his imagination. The fame folly hinders 


a man from ſubmitting Eis behaviour to his age, and makes 
Clodius, who was a celebrated dancer at five and twenty, 


till love to hobble in a minuet, though he is paſt three- 
ſcore. It is this, in a word, which fills the town with 


elderly fops, and ſuperannuated coquettes. 


Canidia, a Lady of this latter ſpecies, paſſed by me 
yeſterday in her coach. Canidia was an haughty beauty 


of the laſt age, and was followed by crouds of adorers, 


whoſe paſſions only pleaſed her, as they gave her oppor- 


tunities of playing the tyrant.. She then contracted that 


awful caſt of the eye and forbidding frown, which ſhe has 
no: yet laid aſide, and has ftill all the inſolence of beauty 


| without its charms. If ſhe now attracts the eyes of any. 
| deholders, it is only by being remarkably ridiculous ; even 


1 5 hes: 
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her own ſex laugh at her affectation; and the men, who 


always enjoy an ill-natured pleaſure in ſeeing an imperi- 
ous beauty humbled and neglected, regard her with the 
ſame ſatis faction that a free nation ſees a tyrant in dif- 
race. 
1 WII I Hontycoms, who is a great admirer of 
the galantries in K ing Charles the Second's reign, lately 
communicated to me a letter written by a wit of that age 
to his miſtreſs, who it ſeems was a Lady of Canidia's hu- 
mour; and though I do not always approve of my friend 
M11 1s taſte, I liked this letter fo well, that J took a 
copy of it, with which I ſhall here preſent my reader. 


5 * CLOE 
MA DAM, | 


i. __ my waking thoughts have never been able to 


influence you in my favour, I am reſolved to try 


whether my dreams can make any impreſſion on you. 


To this end [I ſhall give you an account of a very odd 
* one which my fancy preſented to me laſt night, within 
a few hours after I left you. | 8 8 Y 


+ Methought I was unaccountably conveyed into the | 


moſt delicious place mine eyes ever beheld : It was a 
large valley divided by a river of the pureſt water I had 


variety, which as they were reflected in the water dou- 
bled the beauties of the place, or rather formed an ima- 


K G o ⁰⁰ům♀o˙ Mm G G ® @®@. a a' 


beughs were loaded with almoſt as many birds as leaves. 
Every tree was full of harmony. . N 
I had not gone far in this pleaſent valley, when! 


temple. The ſtructure was ancient, and regular. On 


ſhape and dreſs that the poets uſually repreſerft Time. 


das I was advancing to ſatisfy my cariofity by a nearer | 
view, I was ſtopped by an object far more beautiful than 


* any I had before diſcovered in the whole place. I fancy, 


ever ſeen. The ground on each fide of it roſe by an | 
eaſy aſcent, and was covered with flowers of an infinite | 


ginary ſcene more beautiful than the real. On each | 
ſide of the river was a range of lofty trees, whole | 


perceived that it was terminated by a moſt magnificent | 


the top of it was figured the God Saturn, in the fame | 
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ny eyes at length awakened you; when, to my great ſur- 
priſe, inſtead of acknowledging the favour of the deity, 


yau frowned upon him, and ſtruck the torch out of his 


* 


ce 


to awaken you. 
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any thing but yourſelf; in reality it was ſo; you lay 


Madam, you will cafily gueſs that this could hardly be 


extended on the flowers by the ſide of the river, ſo that 
your hands, which were thrown in a negligent poſture, 


almoſt touched the water. Your eyes were cloſed; but 


if your ſleep deprived me of the ſatis faction of ſeeing 
them, it left me at leiſure to contemplate ſeveral other 
charms, which diſappear when your eyes are open. I 
could not but admire the tranquillity you ſlept in, eſpe- 


cially when I confidered the uneaſineſs you produce in 


ſo many others. 


While 1 was wholly taken | up in theſe reflexions, 
the doors of the temple flew open, with a very great 
' noiſe; and lifting up my eyes, I ſaw two figures, in 


human ſhape, coming into the valley. Upon a nearer 
ſurvey, I found them to be YouTn and Love. The 
firſt was incircled with a kind of purple light, that ſpread _ 
a glory over all the place; the other held a flaming torch 
in his hand. I could obſerve, that all the way as they 
came towards us, the colours of the flowers appeared 


more lively, the trees ſhot out in bloſſoms, the birds 


threw themſelves into pairs, and ſerenaded them as they 
paſſed: The whole face of nature glowed with new 


beauties. They were no ſooner arrived at the place 


where you lay, when they ſeated themſelves: on each 
ſide of you. On their approach, methought I ſaw a new 
bloom ariſe in your face, and new charms diffuſe them- 
ſelves over your whole perſon. You appeared more 
than mortal; but, to my great ſurpriſe, continued fait 
aſleep, though the two deities made ſeveral gentle efforts 


Aſter a ſhort time, Vo urn (diſplaying a pair of 


wings, which [ had not before taken notice of) flew off. 


Love ſtiil remained, and holding the torch which he 
had in his hand before your face, you ſti]l appeared as 
beautiful as ever. The glaring of the light in your 


hand into the river. The God, after having regarded 


you with a look that ſpoke at once his pity and diſplea- 


« ſure, 


«* fare flew away, Immediately a kind of gloom over. 
«* ſpread the whole place. At the ſame time I ſaw an 
* hideous ſpectre enter at one end of the valley. His 
eyes were ſunk into his head, his face was pale and 


« withered, and his ſkin puckered up in wrinkles. As he 
walked on the fides of the bank the river froze, the 
flowers faded, the trees ſhed their bloſſoms, the birds 


dropped from off the boughs, and fell dead at his feet. 
By theſe marks I knew him to be OL D-A G E. You 
were ſeized with the utmoſt horror and amazement at 
his approach. You endeavoured to have fled, but the 
phantom caught you in his arms. You may eaſily 
gueſs at the change you ſuffered in this embrace. For 


idea, I will not ſhock you with a deſcription of it. [ 
was ſo ſtartled at the fight that my ſleep immediately 
left me, and I found myſelf awake, at leifure to con- 
ſider of a dream which ſeems too extraordinary to be 
without a meaning. I am, Madam, with the greateſt 


G Fw f , 


eur moſt obedient, 5 


5 n n frwcut, bs 


an 


Friday, 1 | 


204 Tux SPECTATOR. No 30 


1 


my owr part, though I am ſtill too full of the dreadſul 3 
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— nm_—Lachrymeque decoræ, 


Gratior & pulchro weniens in corpore virtus. 


Becoming ſorrows, and a virtuous mind 
More lovely, in a beauteous form inſhrin'd, 


with a great deal of pleaſure, and publiſh it juſt as it 
> came to my hands. I ſhall be very glad to find there 


1 Read what I give for the entertainment of this day 


| are many gueſſed at for Emilia, 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


F this paper has the good fortune to be honoured with 


IX a place in your writings, I ſhall be the more pleaſed, 


| * becauſe the character of Emilia is not an imaginary but 
aa areal one. I have induſtriouſly obſcured the whole by 

_ © the addition of one or two circumſtances of no conſe- 

_ © quence, that the perſon it is drawn from might ſtill be 


* concealed; and that the writer of it might not be in the 


1 leaft ſuſpected, and for ſome other reaſons, | chooſe not 


to give it the form of a letter: But if, befides the faults 
* of the compoſition, there be any thing in it more proper 


jj fora correſpondent than the SyECTAaTOR himſelf to 


write, I ſubmit it to your better judgment, to receive 


any other model you think fit. 


pour very humble ſervart, 


1 There is nothing which gives one ſo pleaſing a pro- 
ſpect of human nature, as the contemplation of wiſdom 


and beauty: The latter is the peculiar portion of that ſex 
which is therefore called Fair; but the happy concurrence 
of both theſe excellencies in the ſame perſon, is a character 
too celeſtial to be frequently met with. Beauty is an 


over-weaning (elf-ſafficient thing, careleſs of providing 


itſelt 
. 
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itſelf any more ſubſtantial ornaments; nay ſo little does 
it conſult its own intereſts, that it too often defeats it- 
ſelf by betraying that innocence which renders it lovely 
aud defirable. As therefore virtue makes a beautiful 
woman appear more beautiful, ſo beauty makes a virtuous 
woman really more virtuous. Whilſt I am conſiderin 
theſe two perfections gloriouſly united in onc — } N 
cannot help repreſenting to my mind the image of Emilia. 


Who ever beheld the charming Emilia, without = 
* 


in his breaſt at once the glow of love and the tendern 
of virtuous friendſhip? The unſtudied graces of her be- 


| haviour, and the pleaſing accents auf her tongue, inſen- 


ſibly draw you on to wiſh for a nearer enjoyment of them; | 
but even her ſmiles carry in them a ſilent reproof to the 
impulſes of licentious love. Thus, though the attractive | 
ol her beauty play almoſt irreſiſlibly upon you and create | 
_ deſire, you immediately ſtand corrected not by the ſeverity 
but the deeency of her virtue. That ſweetneſs and good- 


bumour which is ſo viſible in her face, naturally diffuſes 


 Hiſelf into every word and action: A man muſt be a ſa- 
vage, who, at the fight of Emilia, is not more inclined to | 


do her good than gratify himſelf. Her perſon, as it is 


thus ſtudiouſly embelliſhed by nature, thus adorned with 
unpremeditated graces, is a tit lodging for a mind fo fair | 


and lovely; there dwell rational piety, modeſt hope, and 


chearful reſignation, : | 
Many of the prevailing paſiions of mankind do un- 
delervedly paſs under the name of religion; which is thus 
made to expreſs itſelf in action, according to the nature of 
the conſtitution in which it reſides: So that were we to 
make a judgment from appearances, one would imagine 
religion in ſome is little better than ſullenneſs and reſerve, 
in many fear, in others the deſpoudings of a melancholy 


complexion, in others the formality of inſi;;nificant unat- 
ſecting obſervances, in others ſeveriiy, in others oftenta- 
tion. In Emilia it is a principle founded in reaſon and en- 


| Hevened with hope; it does not break forth into irregular 


fits and ſallies of devotion, but is an unifom and con- 


| ſiltent tenour of action; It is ſtrict without ſeverity, com- 
| paſſionate without weakneſs; it is the perfection of that 
good- humour which proceeds from the underſtanding, not 


the effect of an eaſy conſtitution. R 
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By a generous ſympathy in nature, we feel ourſelves 


difpoſed to mourn when any of our fellow- creatures are 


afflicted; but injured innocence and beauty in diſtreſs, is 


an object that carries in it ſomething inexpreſſibly mov- 


ing: It ſoftens the moſt manly heart with the tendereſt 


ſenſations of love and compaſſion, until at length it con- 


feſſes its hamanity, and flows out into tears. 


Were I to relate that part of Emilia's life which has 


given her an opportunity of exerting the heroiſm of chri- 


ftianity, it would make too ſad, too tender a ſtory: But 


when I conſider her alone in the midſt of her diſtreſſes, 


looking beyond this gloomy vale of affliction and ſor- 
row into the joys of heaven and immortality, and when 


1 fee her in converſation thoughtleſs and eaſy as if ſne 
were the moſt happy creature in the world, [ am tran- 


ſported with admiration. Surely never did ſuch a philoſo- 


phic ſou] inhabit ſuch a beauteous form! For beauty 


is often made a privilege againft thought and reflexion; 


it laughs at wiſdom, and will not abide the gravity of 


its inſtructions. | | 


were [ able to repreſent Emilia's virtues in their proper 
colours and their due proportions, love or flattery might 
wg be thought to have drawn the picture larger than 


life; bur as this is but an imperfe& draught of ſo excel- 
lent a character, and as I cannot, will not hope to have 


any interett in her perſon, all that I can ſay of her is but 


impartial praiſe extorted from me by the prevailing bright- 
neſs of her virtues. So rare a pattern of female excel- 
lence ought not to be concealed, but ſhould be ſet out to 
the view and imitation of the world; for how amiable 
does virtue appear thus as it were made viſible to us in ſo 
fair an example! L 5 . : 

Honoria's diſpoſition is of a very different turn: Her 
thoughts are wholly bent upon conqueſt and arbitrary 


power. That ſhe has ſome wit and beauty no body denies, 
and therefore has the eſteem of all her acquaintance as a 


woman of an agreeable perſon and converſation; but (what- 


ever her huſband may think of it) that is not ſufficient for 
Honoria: She waves that title to reſpect as a mean acquiſi- 


tion, and demands veneration in the right of an idol; for 
this reaſon her natural defire of life is continually checked 
with an inconſiſtent fear of wrinkles and old age. 


Emilia 
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Emilia cannot be ſuppoſed ignorant of her nal 
eharms, though ſhe ſeems to *h but ſhe will Lang 
der happineſs upon ſo precarious a tenure, whilſt her 
mind is adorned with beauties of a more exalted and laſt. 
ing nature. When in the full bloom of youth and beay. 
we ſaw her ſurrounded with a croud of adorers, ſhe 
took no pleaſure in ſlaughter and deſtruction, gave no 
falſe deluding hopes which might increaſe the torments of 
ber diſappointed lovers; but having for ſome time given 
to the decency of a virgin coyneſs, examined the merit 
of the ſeveral pretenſions, ſhe at length gratified her own, 
dy reſigning herſelf to the ardent paſſion of Bromiu,, 
Biremius was then maſter of many good qualities and a 
moderate fortune, which was ſoon after unexpeRedly in. 
- creaſed to a plentiful eſtate. This for a good while proved 
his misfortune, as it furniſhed his unexperienced age with 


the opportunities of evil company and a ſenſual life. He 
might have longer wandered in the labyrinths of vice and 


_ folly, had not. Emilia's prudent conduct won him over 


to the government of his reaſon. Her ingenuity has been | 
cConſtantly employed in humanizing his paſſions and refin. 


ing his pleaſures. She has ſhewed him by her own er- 
. ample, that virtue is conſiſtent with decent freedoms and 
good- humour, or rather, that it cannot ſubſiſt without 
them. Her good ſenſe readily inſtructed her, that a ſilent 
example and an eaſy unrepining behaviour, will always be 
more perſuaſive than the ſeverity of lectures and admoni- 
tions; and that there is ſo much pride interwoven into 
the make of human nature, that an obſtinate man muſt 


only take the hint from another, and then be left to adviſe 


and correct himſelf. Thus by an artful train of man 


ment and unſeen perſuaſions, having at firſt brought bin 


not to diſlike, and at length to be pleaſed with that which 
otherwife he would not have bore to hear of, ſhe then 


knew how to preſs and ſecure this advantage, by approv- 1 


. ing it as his thought, and ſeconding it as his propoſal. 


By this means ſhe has gained an intereſt in ſome of his lead- 

ing paſſions, and made them acceſſary to his reformation. 
There is another particular of Emilia's conduct which 

I cannot forbear mentioning: To ſome perhaps it may 


at furit fight appear but a trifling inconſiderable circum- 


ſtance; 
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ſtance; but for my part, I think it highly worthy of ob- 
ſervation, and to be recommended c the cor ſideration of 


the Fair ſex. I have often thought wrapping gowns and 
dirty linen, with all that huddled oeconomy of dreſs which 


paſſes under the general name of a mob, the bane of con- 
jugal love, and one of the readieſt means imaginable to 
alienate the affection of an huſband, cſpecia:ly a fond one. 
| have heard ſome Ladics, who have been ſurpriſed by 


company in ſuch a deſhabille, apologize for it aſter this 
manner; Truly I am aſhamed to be caught in this pickle; 


but my huſband and I were fitting all alone by ourſelves, and 


1 did nit expect to fee ſuch goed company———This by the 


way is a fine compliment to the good man, which it is ten 
to one but he returns in dogged anſwers and a churliſh 
behaviour, without knowing what it is that puts him out 


of humour, 


| Fnilia's obſervation teaches her, that as little inadver- 
tencies and negleQs caſt a blemiſh upon a great character; 
ſo the negle& of apparel, even among the moſt intimate 


friends, does inſenfibly leſſen the ir regards to each other, 
by creating a familiarity too low and contemptivle, She 


underſtands the importance of thoſe things which the ge- 


| nerality account trifles; and conſiders every thing as a 


matter of conſequence, that has the leaſt tendency towards 
keeping up or abating the affection of her huſband; him 


the eſtec ms as a fit object to employ her ingeauity in pleaſ- 


ing, becauſe he is to be pleaſed for life. 5 
By the help of theſe, and a thouſand other nameleſs 
art*, which it is eaſier for her to practice than for another 


to expreſs, by the obitinacy of her goodneſs and un- 
provoked ſubmiſſion, in ſpite of all her afflictions and ill 


uſage, Bromius is become a man of ſenſe and a kind huſ- 


| band, and Emilia a happy wife, 


Ye guardian Angels, to whoſe care heaven has intruſted 
its dear Emilia, guide her ftill forward in the paths of 

virtue, defend her from the inſolence and wrongs of this 
undiſcerning world; at length when we mult no more 
dconverſe with ſuch purity on earth, lead her genily hence 


innocent and unreprovable to a better place, where by an 
eaſy tranſition from what ſhe now is, ſhe may ſhine forth 
an Angel of light, WE oeg TOs 

| | Saturday, 
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| — bec Sub iuce videri "NY 
Fudicts argutum que nen fermidat acumen. 


Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 36;, | 


. — Some chooſe the cleareſt light, 
And boldly challenge the molt piercing eye. 


Ros cou uon. 


map of the ſpots in the ſun. My laſt paper of the 


faults and blemiſhes in Milion's Paradiſe Left, may be 


conſidered as a piece of the ſame nature. To purſue the | 


alluſion : As it is obſerved, that among the bright parts of 


_ the luminous body above-mentioned, there are ſome which | 


- g'ow more intenſely, and dart a ſtronger light than others; 


o notwithſtanding I have already ſhewn Milton's poemto | 
be very beautiful in general, I ſhall now proceed to take 


notice of ſuch beauties as appear to me more exquiſite than 


the reſt. Milton has propoſed the ſubjeRt of his poem is || 


the following verſes. 


Of man's firſt diſcbedience, ard the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte 
| Brought death into the world and all our woe, 
With loſs of Eden, till one greater man 
| Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful ſeat, 
Sing heavenly muſe {——— 


Thhheſe lines are perhaps as plain, ſimple and unadorned; 


as any of the whole poem, in which particular the author 


has conformed himſelf to the example of Homer and ihe 

precept of Horace. VV» ol 3. 
His invocation to a work which turns in a great me 
| ſure upon the creation of the world, is very properly made 
to the muſe who inſpired Moes in thoſe books from whence 


our author drew his ſabje&, and to the holy ſpirit _ | 


E448 : * 
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1 Have ſeen, in the works of a modern philoſopher, a | 
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therein repreſented as operating after a particular manner 
in the firſt production of nature. This whole exordium 
riſes very happily into noble language and ſentiments. a3 
U think the tranſition to the fable is exquiſitely beautiful 
and natural. ; 

The nine-days aſtoniſhment, in which the angels lay 


entranced after their dreadful overthrow and fall from 


heaven, before they could recover either the uſe of thought 
or ſpeech, is a noble Circumſtance, and very finely ima- 
gined. The diviſion of hell into ſeas of fire, and into 
firm ground impregnate with the ſame furious element, 


wich that particular circumſtance of the excluſion of F:pe 


from thoſe infernal regions, are inſtances of the ſame great 
and fruitful invention. | ww, 
The thoughts in the firſt ſpeech and deſcription of Saran, 


who is one of the principal actors in this poem, are won- 


derfully proper to give us a full idea of him. His pride, 


| envy and revenge, obſtinacy, deſpair and impenitence, are 
all of them very artfully interwoven. In ſhort, his firſt 


ſpeech is a complication of all thoſe paſſions which diſ- 


cover themſelves ſeparately in ſeveral other of his ſpeeches 


in the poem. The whole part of this great enemy of 
mankind is filled with ſuch incidents as are very apt to 


raiſe and terrify the reader's imagination. Of this nature, 


in the book now before us, is his being the ſirſt that 
awakens out of the general trance, with his poſture on the 
burning lake, his riſing from it, and the deſcription of his 


. ſhield and ſpear. 


| Thus Satan talking to his neare/t mate, 
With head up-lifi above the aua de, and eyes 
| That ſparkling blaz'd, his ather parts beſide 
Prone on the ſliod, extended long and large, 
| Lay floating many à ro | | 
Fortbauith upright he rears from off the pool 
His mighty flature; on each hand the flames PEG. 
Driv'n backward ſlope their pointing ſpires, and rollt 
In billoaut, leave in ib midſt a horrid vale. | 
Then with expanded wwings he fleers his flight 
Aleft incumbent on the duſty air 
That felt unuſual wweight - 


— 
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His pond” rous ſhield 
Ethereal temper, maſſy, large and round, 
| Behind him caſt; the broad tircumference 
| Hung on his ſhoulders like the moon, whole orb 
Toro oprick glale the Tuſcan artiſts wiery 
At ev ning, from ihe tep of Feſole, 
Or in Valderno, to deſcry new lande, 
| Rivers, or mountains, an her ſpetted 2. 
His jpear (to equal aubich the talleſt pine 
He un on Norwegian bills to be the u 
Of ſome great Ammiral, <cere but a wand) 
He arall'd with, ro ſupport — ſieps 
Over the burning marl 


A es 


To which we may add his call to the fallen angels that 
Jay plunged and ſtupified in the ſea of fire. 


| He cal?d fo loud, that all the bellow * 
Of bell refounded. 


Baut there is no lingle paſſage | in the A poem worked | 
- up to a greater ſublimity, than that wherein his perfon i ” 


: deſcribed i in thoſe celebrated lines: 


He, above the ret | 
1 ſhape and geſture p. — eminent, 
Stood likes a tcauer, &c. 


His ſentiments are every way anſix watts to his cher 


ter, and ſuitable to a created Being of the moſt exalted 


and moſt depraued nature. Such is that in which he takes 
* of his place of torments. 2 55 


- Flail korrors! hail 

Infernal ewirld and thou profeundeſl bel 
Receive thy nz peſſſor, one who brings 
A mind net to be chany'd by Mace or time. 


And afterwards, 


Here at leaſt 
WW, e ſhall be free; ib Almighty hath not Built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence © 
Here abe may reige ſecure; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, tho in hell: 
Better to reign in hell, than ſerve in lu 1. 


"Api 
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Amidſt thoſe impieties which this enraged ſpirit utters 
in other places of the poem, the author has taken care to 
introduce none that is not big with abſurdity, and incapa- 
dle of ſhocking a religious reader; his words, as the 

| poet himſelf deſcribes them, bearing only a Semblance of 
| evorth, not ſubſiance. He is likewiſe with great art de- 
| ſcribed as owning his adverſary to be Almighty. What- 

| ever perverſe interpretation he puts on the juſtice, mercy, 
and other attributes of the ſupreme Being, he frequently 
confeſſes his Omnipotence, that being the perfection he 
e was forced to allow him, and the only conſideration wich 

could ſypport his pride under the ſhame of his defeat. 

Nor muſt | here omit that beautiful circumitance of his 

burſting out in tears, upon his ſurvey of thoſe innumera- 
that ble ſpirits whom he had involved in the ſame guilt and 

ruin with himfclf. | e | 


Ie now prepared L 


| To /peak; ⁊ubereat their doubled ranks they bend 
rhet From wing to wing, and half incleſe him round 
ons | With all his peers: Attention held them mute. 


Thrice he aſſay d. and thrice in ſpite of ſcorn 
| 7. ears, uch as angels bee p, burſt OOO — 


The catalogue of evil ſpirits has abundance of lea ning 
in it, and a very agreeable turn of poetry, which riſes in a 


Aae 1 great meaſure from its deſcribing the places where they 
led were worſhipped, by thoſe beautiful marks of rivers ſo 
akes frequent among the ancient poets, The author had doubt- 


leſs in this place Homer's catalogue of ſhips, and Virgils 
liſt of warriors, in his view. The characters of Moloch 
and Belial prepare the reader's mind for their reſpective 
| ſpeeches and behaviour in the ſecond and ſixth book. 
The account of Thammuz is finely romantick, and ſuitable 
do what we read among the ancients of the worſhip which 
3 paid to that idol. | | 


— Thammuz came next behind, 
Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian damſels to lament his fate. 

Inu am'rous ditties all a ſummer's day, 
File ſmooth Adonis from bis native rock 


alt 


Ran 
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Ran purple to the ſea, ſuppos d with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded: the love tale 
Infected Son's daughters auith like heat, 
Wheje wanton paſſions in the ſacred purch 
Ezekiel /auv, <vhen by the viſfon led 
His eye ſurvey'd the dark idolatries 

( alienated Judab q 


Tue reader will pardon me if I inſert as 2 note on this 


beautiful paſſage, the account given us by the late ingen. 
ous Mr. Maundrell of this ancient piece of worſhip, and 


probably the firſt occaſion of ſuch a ſuperſtition. * We 
came to a fair large rive: doubtleis the ancient river 


'* Adonis, ſo famous for the idolatrovs rites performed here 


in lamentation of Adonis. We had the fortune to ſe 
what may be ſuppoſed to be the occaſion of that opinic n 
which Lucian relates concerning this river, viz. That 
this ſtream, at certain ſeaſons of the year, eſpecially 


come to paſs; for the water was ſtained to a ſurpriſing 
redneſs; and, as we obſerved in travelling, had di- 
coloured the ſea a great way into a reddiſh hue, occa- 
fioned doubtleſs by a ſort of minium, or red earth, waſhed 
into the river by the violence of the rain, and not by any 
„ flain from Aaonis's blood. | — 
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The paſſage in the catalogue, explaining the manner 


how ſpirits transform themſelves by conuaction or en- 
largement of their dimenſions, is introduced with great 
judgment, to make way for ſeveral ſurpriſing accidents in 
the ſequel of the poem. There follows one, at the very 
end of the fi: book, which is what the French criticks 


call Marvellous, but at the fame time probable hy reaſon of 1 


the paſſage laſt mentioned. As ſoon as the internal pa- 
lace is finiſhed, we are told the multitude and rabble of 
ſpirits immediately ſhrunk themſelves into a ſmall compals 


that there might be 10cm for ſuch a numberleſs aſſembly _ 
ia this capacious hall. But it is the poet's refinement. 
woe OY Sp 


about the feaſt of Adonis, is of a bloody colour; which | 
the heathens looked upon as proceeding from a kind of | 
ſympathy in the river for the death of Adonis, who was | 
killed by a wild boar in the mountains, out of which 
this ſtream riſes. Something like this we ſaw actuall7 
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upon this thought which I moſt admire, and which js in- 


deed very noble in irſelf. For he tells us, that notwith- 
ſtanding the vulgar, 2 the fallen ſpirits, contracted 
their forms, thoſe of the firſt rank and — ſtill 281 | 
ſerved their natural dimenſions. - 


Thus incorporeal ſpirits to ſmalleſt ferms 

Reduc'd their ſhapes immenſe, and re at large, 
| Though without number, flill amidſt the hall 

Of that infernal court, But aug auithin, 

And in their own dimenſions like tbemſel des, 

The great ſeraphici lords and cherubim, 

dn cloſe receſs and ſecret conclave ſat, 

A thuuſand Demi-Gods on _ feats, 
Frequent and full ——— 


The character of Mammon, and the deſeri ption of che 
Pandemonium, are full of beauties. | 
Thers are ſeveral other ſtrokes in the firſt book wender- ; 


_ fully poetical, and inſtances of that ſublime genius fo pe- 


culiar to the author. Such is the deſcription of Aæaxels 


| fature, and the infernal ſtandard, which he unfurls; as 
| alfo of that ghaſtly light, by which the fiends appear to 
one another in their place of torments. f 


The ſeat of deſolation, woid of ' 
Save wwiat the glimm' ring of thoſe 4% lau 
Caſls pale and dreadful 


The ſhout of the whole hoſt of fallen angels when drawn 


vp! in battle-aray ; 


The univerſal het up font 
A ſhout that tore hell's concave, and beyond 
Frigbied the reign of Chaos and old Night. 


The review, which the leader makes of his infernai 


; He thee als armed files 5 

* his expericnc'd ere, and forn tra verſe 

| The awhole battalion views, their order due, 

Their viſages and ſtature as of Gods, 

| Thiir number luſl he ſums; and now his heart 

Diſtendi with ee and hard ning in his firength 
Glories= — 
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The flaſh of light which appeared _ the 1 f 
their ſwords; 


Fe ſpale; and to confirm his word ao flew 
Millions of flaming ſwords, drawn from the thigbs 
Of mighty Cherubim ; the ſudden blaze 

Far round illumin'd bell. 


The ſudden production of the W $- 


Anon out of the earth a fabrick huge | 
Roſe like an exhalation, with the ſound 
Of dulcet ſymphonies and voices ſweet, 


The artificial illuminations made in it; 


From the arched roof 

Penaent by ſabile magick, many a row 
f arry lamps and blazing creſcents, fed 
_ Yith Naphtha and RAR. Jielaed light 
A from a ſry —— 


There are alſo ſeveral noble Gmilies and alluſions in tle 
| fu book of Paradiſe Lot. And here I muſt obſerve, that 
when Mion alludes either to things or perſons, he nerer 
quits his ſimile until it riſes to ſome very great idea, which 


is often foreign to the occaſion that gave birth to it. The | 


reſemblance does not, perhaps, laſt above a line or tuo, 
bot the poet runs on with the hint until he has raiſed out 
of it ſome glorious image or ſentiment, proper to inflame 
the mind of the reader, and to give it that ſublime kind 
ci entertainment, which 1s ſuitable to the nature of an 
netoic poem. Thoſe, who are acquainted with Homer's 
and Yirgil's way of writing, cannot but be pleaſed with 


this kind of ſtructure in Milton” s ſimilitudes. I am the 


moe particular on this head, becauſe ignorant reader, 
| who have formed their tafle upon the quaint ſimiles and 
 L:ttle turns of wit, which are ſo much in vogue among 


modern poets, cannot reliſh theſe beauties which are of a 


much higher nature, and are therefore apt to cenſure Mil- 


_ #4x's compariſons in which they do not ſee any ſurpriſing 


points of likeneſs. Monſieur Perrault was a man of this 
ritiated reliſh, and for that very reaſon has endeavoured to 
turn into ridicule ſeveral of Homer's ſimilitudes, a 
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metaphors are ſo many ſhiort 
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calls comparaiſons a longue queue, long-tail'd cemparijens. 1 
ſhall concluce this paper on the firſt book of A7/rcn with 
the anſwer which Monſieur Bc:leau males to Perrgult on 
this occaſion; * Compariſons, ſays he, in odes and epic 
poems, are not introduced only to illurate and embel- 
liſh the diſcourſe, but to amuſe and relax the mind of 
the reader, by frequently diſengaging him from too pain— 
ful an attention to the principa [ jubie d, and by lead- 

* ing him into other agtecable images. Iieater, ſays he, 
excelled in this particular, whoſe compariſon: abound 
„with ſuch images of nature as are proper to relieve and 
6 diverſif) his ſubjects. He centinualiy iuſtructs the reader 

« 

6 


and makes him take notice, evcr. in object which. are 


every day before our eyes, of ſuch circumſtar des as WE 
Ta lis le adds, | 
as a maxim univerſally ackroxuledred, That it is not ne- 
© cefſary in poetry for the points of the compariſon to cor- 
* reipond with ore another exactly, but that a general 


_ * reſemblance is fuſiicicit, and that too much ni icery in 


* this particular ſavours of the rherorician aud epigrani- 
« matilt, 


In ſhort if we look into he 1 of "NY Virgil 


and Milton, as the great fable is the foul of each poem, 
ſo, to give their works an agrecable variety, their epiſoccs 
are ſo many ſhort favles, and t:icir ſimiles ſo many ſnert 


epiſodes; to which you may aud, if you pleaie, that their 
ü miles. If the reader con- 
fiders the compariſons in the #:it book of Mie, of the 
ſun in an eclipſe, of the ilzeping Legiatbau, oi the bees 


ſwarming about their hive, of the fairy dance, in the view 


wherein I have here placed them, he will eaſily diſcover 
the great beauties that are in each of note Pallag 1 
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uinus allt deni &© caco carpitur ignii. CE 
A latent fire preys on his fev'riſh veins, 


ler | now ir ſert, are fo frequent, that [ cannot want 
compaſſion ſo much as to forbear la; ing it before 
the town. There is ſemething ſo mean and inhumanin | 
a direct SmrL/ield bargain for chilcren, that if this lover | 
carries his point, and obſerves the rules he pretends to fol - 
low, I do not only wiſh him ſucceſs, but alio that it may 
animate others to follow his cx .mple. I know not one 
motive relating to this life which would produce ſo many 
honourable and worthy actions, as the hopes of obtaining 
a woman of merit; There would ten thouſand ways of in- 
duſtry and honeſt ambition be purſued by young men, who 
| believed that tre perſons admired had value eno2gh for 
their paſion to attend the event of their good fortune in 
all their applications, in order to make their circumſtances 
fall in with the duties they owe to them{clves, their fa- 
milies and their country. All theſe relations a man ſhould 
think of who intends to go into the ſtate of marriage, 
awd expects to make it a Rate ot pleaſure and ſatis fact on. 


& i HE circumſtances of my correſrondent, whoſe let. 


S. BS . SS. 4 ue . ITT 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | : 
I Have for ſome years indulged a paſſion for a young 
I Lady ef age and quality ſuitable to my own, but verg 
much ſuperior in fortune. It is the ſaſhion with parems | _ 
(how juſtly I leave you to judge) to make all regards | — 
« give wey to the tige of vealih From this one con- J 
fſideration it is tazt J have concealed ihe ardent lovel s 
* have for ter; but | am beholden to the force of my the 
love fer many advantages which | teaped from it to- tio 
« waids the better conduct of my lite, A ce:tain con- . 
| 4 5 placency | 


AAS 


ung 


>nis 
ards 


con- 


vel 


oo 
"0M- 
ency 


E G & © @& STS / ů iůgmup.r SS a . 


Ne 304 THE SPECTATOR. 219 


* placency to all the world, a ſtrong deſire to oblige 
* where-ever it lay in my power, and a circumſpect be- 
* haviour in all my words and actions, have rendered me 
more particularly acceptable to all my friends and ac- 
quaintance. Love has had the ſame good effect upon 
my fortune; and | have increaſed in riches in propor- 
tion to my advancement in thofz arts which make a man 
agreeable and amiable. There is a certain ſympathy | 
which will tell my miſtreſs from theſe circumſtances, that 
it is [ who writ this for her reading, it you will pleaſe 
to infert it. There is not a downright enmity, but a 
great coldneſs between our parents; ſo that if either of 
us declared any kind ſentiments for each other, her 
friends would he very backward to lay an obligation 
upon our family, and mine to receive it from hers. Un- 
der theſe delicate circumſtances it is no eaſy matter to 
act with ſafety. 1 have no reaſon to fancy my miſtreſs 
has any regard for me, but from a very diſintereſted 
value which I have for her. If from any hint in any 
future paper of yours ſhe gives me the leaſt encourage- 
ment, I doubt not but I ſhail ſurmoant all other difficul- 
ties; and inſpired by ſo noble a motive for the care of 
my fortune, as the belief ſhe is to be concerned in it, I 
will not defpzir of receiving her one day from her fa- 
* tner's own hand. 8 3 
| J am, Sir, 
your moft obedient humble ſervant, 
8 | AQlytander. 


To his avorſbip the SPECTATOR, 
The humble petition of Anthony Title-Paze, ſtationer, in 


| the centre of Lincoln s- Inn-Fields, 
 Sheweth, | ; 


Ax your petitioner and his fore-fathers have 


been ſellers of books for time immemorial; That 
your petitioner's anceſtor, Crouch-back Title-Page, was 


dee firſt of that vocation in Britain; who keeping his ſta- 
tion (in fair weather) at the corner of Lethbury, was by 


way of eminency called 7 he Stationer, a name which from 
e | 5 him 
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him all ſucceeding bookſellers have afſecel to bear: That 
the Nation of your pe:1:ioner and his father has been in 


the place of his preſent ſettlement ever ſince that ſquare 


has been built: That your petitioner has formerly had 


the honour of your worſhi»'s cuſtom, and hopes you never 


had reaſon to complain of yc ur peny worths; that parti- 
cularly he fold you your fiſt Lilly's grammar, and at the 
1ame time a Vit, Commonavealth almoſt as good as new: 
Moreover, that your firit rudimental eſſays in ſpeRatorſhip 
were made in your petitioner's ſhop, where you often 
practiced for hours together, ſometimes on his books upon 

the rails, ſometimes on the little hieroglyphics either gilt, 
ſilvered, or plain, which the Ey tian woman, on the other 
fide of the ſhop, had wrought in ginger- bread, and fome- 
times on the Engli/z Youth, who in ſendry places there 


were exerciling themſelves in the traditional ſports of the 


meld. | 


PFrom theſe conſiderations it is, that your petitioner is 
_ encouraged to apply himſelf to you, and to proceed hum- 
bly to acquaint your worſhip, That he has certain intelli- 


gence that you receive great numbers of defamatory le: 
ters deſigned by their authors to be publiſhed, which you 
throw aſide and totally neglect: Your petitioner therefore 
prays, that you will pleaſe to beſtow on him thoſe refuſe 
letters, and he hopes by printing them to get a more plenti- 
ful proviſion for his family; or at the worſt, he may be 
allowed to fell them by the pound weight to his good cu- 
ſtomers the paity cooks of London and I; minſter. 


Aud your petitioner all ever pray, ac. 


Pp 


| 


i 


cc. 
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| To the SPECTATOR. 
The humble petition of Bartholomexv Ladylowe, of Reurd- 
Court in the pariſh of St. Martin's in the Ficlais, in 
behalf of himſelf and neighbours, e 


1 85 Sheaveth, 


HAT your petitioners have with great induſtry and 
application arrived at the molt exact art of invita- 
tion or intreaty: That by a beſceching air and perſuaſive 
addreſs, they have for many years laſt paſt peaceably 


drawn in every tenth paſſenger, whether they intended or 


not to call at their ſhops, to come in and buy; and from 
that ſoftneſs of behaviour, have arrived among tradeſmen 


at the gentle appellation of the Fawners. 


That there have of late ſet up amongſt us certain per- 


ſons of Monmeuth-flrect and Long- lane, who by the ſtrength 
of their arms, and loudneſs of their throats, draw off the 
regard of all paſſengers. from your ſaid petitioners; from 


which violence they are diſtinguiſhed by the name of The 
Worriers. 5 VV 
That while your petitioners ſland ready to receive paſ- 


ſengers with a ſubmiſſire bow, and repeat with a gentle 
voice, Ladies, what do you want? pray look in here; the 


Warriers reach out their hands at piſtol- ſhot, and ſeize the 


cuſtom ers at arms length. 


That while the Fawners rain and relax the muſcles bf : 


| their ſaces in making diſtinction between a ſpinſter in a 


coloured ſcarf and an handmaid in a ftraw-hat. the Wor- 
riers uſe the fame roughneſs to both, and prevail upon the 


 ealine's of the paſſengers, to the impoveriſhment of your 
Petitioners. . 


Four petitioners thereſore moſt humbly pray, that the 
Worriers may not be permitted to inhabit the politer parts 
of the town; and that Rœund. Court may remain a recep- 
tacle for buyers of a more ſoft education. TO 


Ard your petitioners, &c. 
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The petition F the New. Exchange, concerning the arts 
of baying aud fſeiltig. and particularly valuing goods by ibe 
_ complexion f the ſeller, will be conſidered on anuther cc- 


caſion. ＋ 
eee 
Ne 305 Tueſday, February 19. 


A. 


— 
—_— 


Non tali auxilio, nec defen/oribas iti: 


Tempus eget —— * Virg. En. 2. ver. 521. 


Theſe times want other aids, DRYDEN 


ü late news- papers being full of the project now 
| on foot in the court of France, for eftablithing a 


to ical academy, and 1 myſelf having received | 
letters from fevers] virtuoſos amor g my foreign correſpon- 

_ dents, which give ſome light into that affair, I intend io 
make it the ſubject of this day's ſpeculation, A general 
account of this projet may be met with in the Darly Cou- 
rant of laſt Friday in the following words, tranſlated from 


the gazette of Anferdam. : 5 
Paris, February 12. * It is confirmed that the King 


i bas refohed to «ſtabliſh a new academy for politicks, of 


* which tkeMarquis de Torcy, Minifter and Secretary of ſtate, 


is to be protector. Six academicians are to be choſen, 


* encqwed with proper talents, for beginning to form this 
academy, into which no perſon is to be admitted under 
twenty-five years of age: 'I hey muſt likewiſe have each 


. 


Gon, or to come to them by inheritance. The King 


peace, alliance, and others, which have been made in 


week at the Louwre, From this ſeminary are to be 
choſen ſecretaries to ambaſſies, who by degrecs may ad- 
vance to higher employments, 
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n eſtate of two thoujand livres a year, either in poſſeſ- 
will allow to each a penſion of a thouſand livres. They 
are likewiſe to have able maſters to teach them the ne- 
ceſſary ſciences, and to inſtruc them in all the treaties of 


ſeveral ages paſt, Theſe members are to meet twice a 


Cardinal 
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Cardinal Riche/ica's politicks made France the terror of 


Fuarope. The flateſmen who have appeared in that nation 
of late years have on the cont:ary rendered it either the 
pity or contempt of its nzighbours. The cardinal erected 
that famous academy which has carried all the parts of 
_ polite learning ta the greateſt height. His chief deſign 


in that inſtitution was to Civert the men of genius from 
meddling with politicks, a province in which he did not 


care to have any one elfe interfere with him. On the con- 
trary, the Marquis de Tcrcy feems reſolved to make ſeveral 
young men in France as wife as himſelf, and is therefo:e 


taken up at preſent in eftablithing a nurſery of ſtateſmen. 
Some private letters add, that there will alſo be erected 


a ſeminary of petticoat politicians, who are to be brouglit 


vp at the feet of Madam de Maintencu, and to be diſpatched 


into foreign courts upon any emergencies of ſlate; but as 
the news of this laſt project has not been yet confirmed, I 
mall take no farther notice of it. 3 
Several of my readers may doubtleſs remember that up- 
on the concluſion of the laſt war, which had been carried 
on ſo ſucceſsfully by the enemy, their Generals were many 
of them transformed into ambaſſadors : But the conduct of 


thoſe Who have commanded in the preſent war, has, it 


ſeems, brought ſo little honour and advantage to their 


great Monarch, that he is reſolve] to truſt his affairs uo 
| Ionger in the hands of thoſe military Gentlemen. 


The regulations of this new academy very much de- 


ſerve our attention. The ſtudents are to have in polle(- 


E-glifh. This, with the Royal allowance of a thouſand 


ſion, or reverſion, an eſtate of two thouſand French livres 
per Annum, which, a; the preſent exchange runs, will 
amount to at leaſt one hundred and twenty-ſix pounds 


livre>, will cnible them to find themſelves in coffre and 


ſnuff; not to mention news-papers, pens and ink, wax 
and wa ers, with the like neceſſaries ſor politicians. | 
A man mult be at leaſt kve and twenty bef re he can 
de initiated into the myſteries of this aca lemy, though 
there is no queſtion, but many grave peiſons of a much 


more advanced age. who have been conſtant readers © 


the Paris gazette, will be glad to begin the world anew, 
dad enter themſelves upon this liſt of politicians. 
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The ſociety of theſe hopeful voung Gentlemen is to be 


under the direction of ſix proteſſore, Who, it ſcems, are to 
be ſpeculative ſtateſmen, and drawn out of the body of 
tic roval academy. Theſe ſix wiſe makers, according to 


my private letters, are to have the following parts allotted boy. 


x the . 


'Y 7 


ingenious feats of dexterity abd art. When the ſtudents 
have accompliſhed themtelves in chis part of their profeſ- 


tion. they are to be deliveied into the hands of their ſe- 


cond inſttuctor, who is a kind of Poture MHafler, 


This ati is to teach them how to nod judicionſly, to 
(rn, ar thee ſfiouiers in a dubious cafe, to connive with 
ether eye, and in 4 word, the hole practice of Political 


1 5 7 Nate. N 
| 12 * this in] 1 3 ort of 7 Lair: TURE! 7 after, who 18 tn in- 
tegel them in the tie proper for a minitter in his ordi- 


wary difenucie. And to the end that this college of late. 


men may be thoroughly practited ia the political ſtile, they 
2 to make uſe of it in their common converſations, be- 


de they are employed either in foreign or domeſtick af. 


firs, If one of thern aſts annther, what o' clock it is, 


the other is to anſver him indirect y, ang, if poiſivle, to 
: rn of the queſtion. If he is deſi ed to change a Louis 


„ he mutt beg time to conſider of it. If it be enquired 
1 aim, whether the King is at Jer/ailes or Marlz, be 


mu anſwer in a u if, ET. If ke be :i:ed the news of 


- the late Carterte, or t! he 15jc&t of a prec:amation, he is to 
repiy, that he has not iet read it; or it he does not care 


lar e plaining himſelf ſo far, he needs only draw his brow 


up in wrinkies, or clevate the left ſhoulder. 
The fourth profeſſor is to teach the whole art cf politi- 


cal characters and hie ogly phics; and to the end that they 


may be pritce alſo in this przétice, they are not to ſend a 
te t. 0 on? 2 other (though 1 it be but to borrow a a Tacitu 
ora Miche) which is not written in cypher. 


Their itth r profeſſor, it is thought, will be choſen out of 
the {:c:ery of Jeſuits, and is to be well read in the contro- 


reiſtas of p: :obable doa-ines, mental reſervation, and gh 
rights 


ie | ſt is to frat the ſadents : in State Lecerd, i | 
as how to take off the Imprefion of a lea. to ſpl.ta wafer, | 
to open a letter, to fold it up again, with ocker the like 
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lights of Princes. This learned man is to inſtrud them 
in the gran mer, ſyn: ax, ard cenſtruing part of Traty- 
Latin; how 10 Cid inguiſh between the ſpiit and ite letter. 
and likeu ile Jemontrute tow the ſame form of words 


nay lay an obligation upon any Prince ia Eure, Current 
| from that whic h it Iss upon his moſt Chrittian Mizetty. 


le is lee to teach them the art of fuding flaws, ſoop- 


holes, and evaſions, in the moſt ſolemn ccmpacts, and 
particularly a great Raul inuicai Secret, revived ot late years 


by the fraterniy of Jeſuits, namely, that contradictory in- 
terpretations ot the tame articie may both of them be true 


and valid. 
When our ſtateſmen are ſuſficiently improved by theſe 


ſeveral inſtroctors, they are to receive their laſt poliſhing 
ſtom one who is to act am ng them as Aer of the wr ee 
mnies. This Gentleman is to give them lectures upon 


the 1 portant po nts of the [ow Coatr, and the Starr - 
Head, to initruct tkem in the different {ituations of the 


right-hand, and to furnitt tem with bows and inclinations 


of all fizes, meaſu;es and proportions, In thort, this pro- 
feſſor is to give the ſociety their S, ard infule into 
their manners that beautiful pol: ical Rarch, which mae 


qualify them for levees, co: fetcnces, viſit, and make 


them ſhine in what vulgar minds are apt 19 Jock upon 


as trifles. 


L have not yet heard any forthe er particulars which ; are 
to be ovſerved in this ſocicty of unfledged flateſmen; but 


Imuſt contefs, had | a fon of tive and twenty, that ſhould. 
take it into his head at that age to ſet vp for a politician, 
think 1 Gould go near to Cilinhezit him for a blockhead. 


Bendes, I ould be apprehenhve leſt the fame arts which 
are to enable him 10 negot tiate between potentates might 
a little inſet his ordinary behaviour beta cen man and 
man. 'there is no quellion but theſe young Aa- 
wil, in a little time, turn their college upfide-dowu wich 
plots and ftratagems, and Jay as many ſchemes to ir- 
cumvent one another in a frog or a ſalad, as they may 


_ hereafter put in practice to over-reach a n<ighbouring 
Prince or ſtate. 


We are told, chat the Spartans, theugh they puniſhed 
theft ! in their young men when it was diſcovrered, looked 
* N | on, | 
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upon it as honourable if it ſucceeded. Provided the con- 


veyance was clean and unſuſpected, a Youth might after. 
wards boaſt of it. This, ſay the hiſtorians, was to keep 
them ſharp, and to hinder them from being impoſed upon, 


either in their publick or private negotiations. Whether 


any fuch relaxations of morality, ſuch little jeux d eſprit, 
ouc ht not to be allowed in this intended ſem ina ry of politi- 
cians, | thall leave to the wiidom of their founder. 


In the mean time we have fair warning given us by this 


doughty body of ſtateſmen: and as Sylla ſaw many 
Mariut's in Ca. ſar, ſo I think we may diſcover many Tor- 
cys's in this college of Academicians, Whatever we think 


of ourſelves, I am afraid neither our Smyrna or St. Famec!'s 


will be a match for it. Our coffee-houſes are, indeed, 


very good inſtitutions, but whether or no theſe our Bririh 
| ſchools of politicks may furnith out as able envoys and fe. 


_ cre:aries 45 an academy that is ſet apart for that purpoſe, 
will deſerve our ſerious conſideration, eſpecially if we 
remember that our country is more famous for producing 


men of integrity than ſtateſmen: And that on the contrary, 

French truth and Britiſh policy make a conſpicuous figure | 
inNoTHIXG; as the earl of Rochefter has very well ob- 
| ſerved in his admirable poem upon that barren ſubjeR. I. 


2 £ | the: | Wedne Jay, 
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E= Ara. ut Je 7 77 feu per 
— | Juv. 88. 6. Ver. 177. | 


What beanty, er what chafti: 737, Cai, bear 
So great a price, if lately and ſevere 


© «a = 


OSS - 


0 Ge 0: an .d, but | w a Tre kein os in the Prime of 


She R311 inſults? Derpe *. 


Mr, SPRCTATOR, 


Wire this to communicate to you a misfortune 
Nich ſrequent!y happeus, and therefore deſerves a 
contolat ok lcourie 04 the twbject. | was within 
this half year in the poll-on of us much beauty and ag 
many lovers as any young L. ady in H ονiαννο But my ad- 


mies have lett me, an; 4 1 canuo co plain of their bo- 


har iour. I have uithia that time had the ſmall- pox; 
aud this face, which (according to many amorous Cpillles 


which I have by me) wes the feat of all that is beau'i- 
fol in woman. i now di e with ſcars. It goes to 
the very fou! of me to focal chat I really think of my 
foro; aud though | tai | did not Qver-rate my beauty 


While ! had it. it Ea exueirnciv advanced in its value 
u ich wc now {ti lot, Fitere 3s one circ un ſtance whit: 
males my Ca'e e bateelat; tHe oglieſt fellow that 


ever rrecenced one, was and is moſt in my favour, 


and he treat: nas ery. the woſt ur tea ſonably. It 
you could mike lum tetu- u LY gate which by ou es 
me, in lib ing a perfou that is not miadle; — Bat there 
ie, | fcar, tio | oliibilit'y 65 big 7 move by the 
rules of icaſon and gratitude. but fay what you can to 
one who has furiived hei! l and knows not how ta 
«tt in a rcw Being, My levers are at the feet of my 
rivals, mv rivals are every day bewailing me, and I can- 
not enjoy what | am, by reaion of the diſtracting refle xi · 


on u: pon What | Was. Cenùder the man 7 was did 


Ms 
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my yonth, ard according to the courſe of nature may 
© have for: ty years after: fe to come. I have nothing 
* of myſelf left, which I like, but that 


I am, Sir, 


yu moſt Lum ble ſervant, 
Partheniſſa. 


When f is Of France had loft the b * of Re the 


addreſſes to him at that time were full of his fortitude, 
and they turned his misfortune to his glory; in that, dur- 


ing his profperity, he could never have manifeſted his 
heroic conſtancy under diſtreſſes, and ſo the world had loſt 
the moſt eminent part of his character. Partheniſſa's 


condition gives her the ſame opportunity: And to reſign | 


. conqueſts is a taſk as difficult in a beauty as an hero. In 


the very entrance upon this work the mult burn all her | 
Tove-letters; or ſince ſhe is ſo cancid as not to call her | 
lovers who follow her no longer unfaithful, it would be a 


very good beginning of a new life from that of a beauty, 


to fend them back to thoſe who writ them, with this honeſt. 


inſcription, Articles of a Marriage Treaty Broten off by the 
mall. fov. I have known but one inſtance where a mat- 
tet of this kind went on after a like misfortune, where the 


I. ICY, who was a woman of ſpirit, writ this billet to her 


S$1R, 


* FF you flittered me dete 1 rad W matey. 5 
pray come and ſee me now: But if you lincerely liked : 


. * Bic, Kay aw? fy for I am not the lame 


The lover thorght there was beef ſo * in 
ber behaviour, that be anivereds 


| Madam, | 


1 affure you, I do not, when [ tell you I now like you 


s above all your ſex, and hope you will | eas what bf 
og Ela 


Ce 71 una. : 


Am rot obliged, ſince you are not the Gl woman, 
to let you know w ne; her I flattered your or not; but 


c6 


ns 


of a dream. 
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© befal me, when we are both one, as well as you do what 
happens to yourſelf now you are ſingle; therefore I am 


© ready to take ſuch a ſpirit for my companion as ſoon 


as you pleaſe, 
bes 9 Auilcar. 


If Partheniſa can now poſſeſs her own mind, and think | 
as little of her beauty as ſhe ought to have done when the 


had it, there will be no great diminution of her charms ; 
aud if ſhe was formerly affected too much with them, aa 
eaſy behaviour will more than make up for the loſs of 


them. Take the whole ſex together, and you find thoſe 


who have the ſtrongeſt poſſeſſion of mens hearts are not 


eminent for their beauty: You ſee it ofien happen that 
thoſe who engage men to the greateſt violence, are ſuch 
as thoie who are ſtrangers to them would take to be re- 
markably defective for that end. The fondeſt lover I 


know, ſaid to me one day in a croud of women at an eu- 
tertainment of muſick, You have often heard me talk of my 
beloved: That woman there, continued he, ſmiling when 
he had fixed my eye, is her very picture. "The Lady he 
| ſhewed me was by much the leaſt remarkable for beauty 
of any in the whole aſſembly; but having my cutioſty 
extremely raiſed, I could not keep my eyes off her. Her 


eyes at laſt met mine, and with a ſudden ſurpriſe ſhe looked 
round her to ſee who near her was remarkably handiom 


 that1 was gazing at. This little act explained the ſecret: 


She did not underſtand herſelf for the object of love, and 


therefore ſhe was ſo. The Lover is a very honeſt plain 


man; and what charmed him was a pe: jon that goes along 
with him in the cares and joys of lite, not taken up with 
herſelf, but fincerely attentive with a ready and chearful 
mind, to accompany him in either. NC 

1 can tell Partheri/ja for her comfort, That the beau- 


ties, generally ſpeaking, are the moſt impertinent and diſ- 


agreeable of women. An apparent deſire cf admiration, 


reflexion upon their own merit, and a preciie behaviour 
in their general conduct, are almoſt inſeparable accidents | 


in beauty. All you obtain of them, is granted to impor- 


tunity and ſolicitation for what did not deſerve ſo much of 


your time, and you recover from the poſleſſion of it, 35 out 
N N You 
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You are aſhamed of the vagaries of fancy which ſo ſtran- 


gely miſled you, and your admiration of a beauty, merely 
as ſuch, is inconſiſlent with a tolerable reflex ion upon your- 
ſelf: The chearful good humourcd creatures, into whote 
heads it never entered that they could make any man vn- 


happy, are the perſons formed for making men happy. 


There is Miſs Liddy can dance a jig, raiſe paſte, write a 
good hand, keep an account, give a reaſovable anſwer, 
and do as the is bid; while her elder filter Madam Martba 
is ont of humour, has the ſpleen, learns by reports of 


people of higher quality new ways of being uneaſy and 


diipleaſed. And this happens for no reaſon in the world, 
bur that poor Liday knows ſhe has no ſuch thing as a cer- 


tain negligence that is /o becoming, that there is not | know | 


not what in her air: And that if ſhe talks like a fool, 


there is no one will ſay, Well! I know not what it is, 


but every thing pleaſes 2vhen ſhe ſpcals it. 


Aſk any of the huſbands of your great beauties, and 1 


they will tell you that they hate their wives nine hours of 
every day they paſs together. There is ſuch a particula- 


rity for ever affected by them, that they are incumbred 
with their charms in all they ſay or do. They pray at 
publick devotions as they are beauties. They converſe 


on ordinary occaſions as they are beautizs. Aſk Belinda 


What it is o' clock, and ſhe is at a ſtand whether ſo great 
a beauty ſhould anſwer you. In a word, I think, initead 


of offering to a&minitter conſolation to Pariheniga, | ſhould 
congratulate her metamorphoſis ; and however the thinks 


ſhe was not in the leaſt ir ſolent in the proſperity of her 
charms, ſhe was enough ſo to find ſhe may make herſelf. 


a much mot e agreeable creature in her preſent adverſity. 
The endeavour to pleaſe is highly promoted by a con- 
ſciouſneſs that the approbation of the perion you would be 


agreeable to, is a favour you do not deſerve; for in this 


caſe aſſurance of ſucceſs is the moſt certain way to diſap- 


ay pointment. Good-nature will 4 ſupply tle abſence 
of beauty, but beauty cannot long ſupply the abſence of 
T 5 


| Madam, 


© ventured to ſens you my own — on chis ſubjeR. 


** % TIE SPECTATOR. 2% 
P. S. 

| Matem, ST, February 18. 

Have yovrs of this day, wherein you twice bid me 

| not diſoblige you, but you muit explain yourſelt fur- 
ther before I know what to do, 

your meft obedient ſer vant, 
T The SPECTATOR, 


| SOSOSOTOSO:SOSOCESOTO 
* 307 en Fan 41. 


74 da diu, quid ferre 3 
wy 3 bumeri—=—— Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 39. 
Often try what weight you can ſupport, 


And what your — are too weak to bear. 
Ros co MM o * 


* * ſo well pleaſed OA the following letter, that I 
U am in hopes it will not be a — * to the 
publick. _ 


81, 


Te I delieve none of your readers more admire 
your agreeable manner of working up trifles than 


my ſelf, yet as your ſpeculations are now ſwelling into 
5 volumes, and will in all probability paſs down to future 
ages, methinks | would have no ſingle ſubject in them, 


© wherein the 
© unfiriſhed. 


goucral good of mankind i is concerned, left 
I have a long time expected wich great impatience 
that you would enlarge upon the ordinary miſtakes which 
are committed in the education of our children. I the 


more eaſily flattered myſelf that you would one time or 


other reſume this conſideration, becauſe you tell us that 
* your 168th paper was only compoſed of a few broken 
hints; but finding myſelf hitherto diſappointed, I have 


9 1 
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I remember Pericles, ia his famous oration at the 


funeral uf thoſe Arhenian young men who periſhed in 
the Samion expedition, has a thougit icry much cele- 
brated by ſeveral ancient criticks,. namely, That the loſs 


which the commonwealth ſuffered by the deſtuction of 


its youth, was like the Joſs which the year would ſuf- 


fer by the defiruticn of the ſpring. The prejudice | 
which the publics ſuttains from a wrong education of | 


children, 15 an evil of the {ame nature, as it in a manner 


 ftarves poſterity, and deſrauds our country of thoſe per- 
ſons who, with due care, might make an em nent igure | 
in their reſpective poſts of life 
I have ſeen a book written by Juan Huartes a Spaniſh 


phyſician, intitled Examen de Ingenios, wherein he lays 
it down as one of his firſt poſitions, that nothing but na- 


ture can qualiſy a man for learning; and that without a 


proper temperament for the particular art or ſcience 


which he ſtudies, his vtmotit pains and application, aſ- 


ſiſted by the ableſt maſters, will be to no purpoſe. 


* He illuſtrates this by the example of Tully's fon ö 
Marcus. 
Cicero, in ane; to accompliſh his ſon in that ſort of 
learning which he deſig ned him for, ſent him to 47hers, 


the moit celebrated academy at that time in the world, 


and where a vaſt concourſe, out of the moſt polite na- | 
tions, could not bat furniſh the young Gentleman with a 


multitude of great examples, and accidents that might. 
inſenſibly have inſtructed him in bis deſigned ſtudies: 


He placed bim under the care of Cratippus, who was 


one of the greatelt philoſop..crs of the age, and, as iſ all 


the books which were at that time wiitten had not been 


ſufficient for his ule, he compoſed others on purpoſe for 


him : Notwithſtarding all this, biſtory informs us, that 
Marcus proved a mere ©: oekhead, and that nature, (who 
it ſeems was even with the fon for her prodigality to the 
father), rendered him incapable of improving by all the 


rules of eloquence, the precepts of pni.oſophy, his own 
endeavours and the moſt refined converſation in Athens. 


This author therefore propoſes, that there ſhould be cer- 


cain triers or examiners appointed by the ſiate to inſpect 
the genius of every particular boy, and to allot him the 
part that is moſt ſuitable to his natural talents, 


r EY TR 


EK ü: — „% „. 
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* Plato in one of his dialogues tells us, that Socrates, 
who was the fon of a mi. Iwiſe, nfed to {:y, that as Fg 


mother, though ihe was very ixilfal in her profeiton, 
could not Celiver a u oman, . uniefs ſhe was firit with 


child. ſo neither could he himſelf raiſe knowledge out of 


a mind, where nature had not planted it. 


Accordingly the method this philoſopher took , of in- 
ſtructing his icholars by feverai interrogatories or que- 
ſtions, was only helping the birth, aud bringing their 


own thongats to light. 


Tue S, 4% doctor above. mentioned, as his ſpecula- a 


© tions grow more refined, aſcerts that every kind of wit 
_ * hasa p- particular ſcience correſponding to it, and in which 


alone it can be truly excellent. As to thoſe genius's, 
which may ſeem to have an equal aptitude for ſeveral 
things, he regards them as ſo many anfiniſhed pieces of | 
gms wrought ot in haſte, 


8 
There are, indeed, but very few to whom nature has 


1 ſo unk ind, that they are not capable of ſhining in 


ſome ſcience or other. There is a certain bias towards 


knowledge in every mind, which may be ſtrengthened 
and improved by proper applications. 


* The {tory of Clawias is very weil known; he was 
entered in a college of jeſuits, and after having been 


tried at ſeveral parts of learning, was upon the point of 
being diſmiſſed as an bopeleſs blockhead, until one of 


the tatkers took it into his head to make an eſſay of bis 
parts in geometry. which it ſeenis hit his genius fo luckily 
that he afterwards became one of the greateit mathe- 


maticians of the age. It is commonly thought that the 


ſagacity of the fathers, in diicovering the talent of a 


young ſtudent, has not a little contributed to the figure 


which their order has made in the world. 


liow different frem this manner of f elacation is that 


which prevails in our own Country ? Where nothing is 


more uſual than to ſee forty or fitty boys of ſeveral ages, 


tempers and inclinations, ranged together in the ſame 
Cats, emp! oy ed upon the ſame authors, and enjoined 
the lame taſts? Whatever their natural genius may be, 
ke: j are al t be made poets, hiſtorians, and orators 


I 6 | alike, 
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alike. They ae all obliged to have the fame canacity, 
to bring in the ſame tale cf verie, and to furniſh out the 


lame portion of proſe. Every boy is bound to have az 

good a memory as the captain of the form. To be 
briel, ine of adaptiug ſtudies to the particular genius 
ct a yout!,, we expect from the young man, that be 


ſhould adapt his genius to his ſtudies, This, | mul 
confeſe, is not fo mech to be imputed to the inſtrudo-, 


as to the paren, who will never be brought to believe, | 
that his ſen is not capable of performing as much as his 


neighbour's, and that he may not make him whatever te 
has a mirid to 1 N 2 SETS 


It the preſent age is more laudable than thoſe which 


have gone before it in any ſingle particular, it is in that 
generous Care which ſeveral well-difpoſed perſons hare 


taken in the education of poor children; and as in thee 


charity-ſchools there is no place left for the over-ween- 
ing fondneſs of a parent, the directors of them would 


make them beneficial to the publick, if they conſidered 
the precept which I have been thus long inculcatiag. 
They might eaſily, by well examining the parts of thoſe 


under their inſpect on, make a juſt diſtribution of them 
into proper claſſes and diviſions, and allot to them this 
or that particular ſtudy, as their genius qualifies them 


for profeſſions, trades, handicrafts, or ſervice by ſea ur 
land. = . 5 os. 3 
* How is this kind of regulation wanting in the three | 


great profeſſions ! . Vf. 
Dr. Scuth complaining of perſons who took upon 


I ͤ have known a corn, cutter, who with a 


them holy orders, though altogether unquaiifed for ine 


ſacred function, ſays ſom.ewhere, that many a man res 


his head againſt a pulpit, who might have done his cout | 
try excellent ſervice at a plough-tail. es 
© In like manner many a lawyer, who makes but an in- 
different figure at the bar, might have made a very ele- 
gant waterman, and have ſhined at the Temple fians, _ 
though he can get no buſineſs in the houſe. 


tion would have been an excellent phyſician, = 


To deſcend lower, are not our ſtreets filled wi 
cious dray men, and politicians in liveries? W e 
| : 25 N level 
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© (zveral tailors of fix foot high, and meet with many a 


broad pair of ſhoulders that are thrown au ay upon a 


ba ber, when perhaps at the fame time we ſce a pigmy 
orler reeling under a burden, who might have mana: ed 
a ncedle with much dexterity, or have fnapped his fin- 
gers with great eaſe to himſelf, and advantage to the 
© lhe Sas tant, thovgh they acted with the ſpirit which 
] am here ſpeaking of, carried it much farther than what 
« | propoſe: Among them it was not lawſol for the father 
* himfelf to bring up his children after his own fancy. 
« As ſoon as the, were ſeven years old they were all lied 
in ſeveral companies, and diſciplined by the publick. 
© The old men were ſpeQators of their performances, 
* who often raiſed quarrels among them, and ſet them at 
© firife with one another, that by thoſe early diſcoveries 
they might {ee how their ſeverul talents lay, and without 
t any regard te their quality, dilpoſe of them accordivgiy | 
t for the ſervice af the commonwealth. By this means 
Sparta ſoon became the miſtreſs of Greece, and famous 
© through the whole world for her civil and military 
« diſcipline, 3 ag 
lf you think this letter deſerves a place among your 
« ſpeculations, I may perhaps trouble you with ſome other. 


_ * thoughts on the tame ſubject. „ 
„ . | i [ am, Ke. 
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N“ 308 Friday, February 22. 


ne Jam proterva 
Fronte petet Laluge maritu m. 


| Lalage will foon proclaim 
Her Love, nor bluth to own her flame. 


Mr. SpECTATOR, N 


you as an aſſiſtant in the weighty cares which you 
have thought fit to undergo for the publick good. 
I am a very great lover of women, that is to ſay honeſtly, 


duſtriouſly applied myſelf to underſtand them. The 
preſent circumſtance relating to them, is that I think 


be diſtinguiſhed and veſted in the power and quality of 
a cenſor on marriages. I lodge at the Temple, and know, 


them conducted by their counſel to judges chambers, 
that there is a cuſtom in caſe of making conveyance cf 
a wife's eſtate, that ſhe is carried to a judge's apartment 
and left alone with him, to be examincd in private whe- 
ther ſhe has not been frightened or ſweetaed by her 


of her own free will. Now if this be a method founded 


proper officer for examining ſuch as are entering in: 
the ſtate of matrimony whether they are forced by 
parents on one fide, or moved by intereſt only on the 


keirs as are the product of half Jove and conſtruined 
compliances? There is no body, though | hy it my- 
« ſelf, would be fitter for this ofice than 1 am ; For lan 


K K „„ a &@ &a ® 6% «a &@ 6 a «a a a a ®» +a @a © @ «a a 


lor. Od. 5. lib. 2. ver. 5, | 


1 Give you this trouble in order to propoſe myſelf to 


and as it is natural to ſtudy what one likes, I have in- 
there wants under you, as SPECTATOR, a perſon to 


by ſeeing women come hither, and afterwards obſerving 


ſpouſe into the act ſhe is going to do, or whether 1958 | 


upon reaſon and equity, why ſhould there not be alſoa 


other, to come together, and bring forth ſuch aukward 


enten: 


—— ——Dm——— ͤ ä“äö ͥ— . —— e — —— ——— . 
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an ugly fellow of great wit and ſagacity. My father 
was an hale country-ſquire, my mother a witty beauty 
| * of no fortune: The match was made by conſent of my 
| *+ mother's parents againſt her own, and I am the chiid 
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bof the 1ape on the wedding-night; ſo that I am as 
_ © healthy and as homely as my father, but as ſprightly 
and agreeable as my mother. 


It would be of great 
© eaſe to you if you would uſe me under you, that 
matches might be better regulated for the future, and 
we might have no more children of ſquabbles. I ſhall 
not reveal all my pretenſions until 1 receive your an- 


ſwer; and am, 


_ SIR, 
Four 12 humble jervant, 
Mules Palſrey. 


Mr. SrEcTaTOR, 


Am one of thoſe unfortunate men within the city- 


1 walls, who am married to a woman of quality, but 


her temper is ſomething different from that of Lady 


Anvil. My Lady's whole time and thoughts are ſpent 


in keeping up to the mode both in apparel and furni- 


ture. All the goods in my houſe have been changed 
three times in ſeven years. I have had ſeven children 


by her: and by our marriage articles ſhe was to have 


her apartment new furniſhed as often as the lay in. No- 
thing in our houſe is uſeful but that which is faſhiona- 
ble; my pewter holds out generally half a year, my 


© plate a full twelve-month; chairs are not fit to fit in 


that were made two years ſince, nor beds fit for any 
* thing but to ſleep in that have ſtood vp above that time. 
My dear is of opinion that an old-faſhioned grate con- 
* ſumes coals, but gives no heat: If ſhe drinks out of 
* glaſſes of laſt year, ſhe cannot diflinguiſh wine from ſmall- 
beer. Oh, dear Sir, you may gueſs all the reſt. 55 


OT | 2 | | Yeurs. | 
Pi. S. Icould bear even all this, if I were not obliged 


: * alſo to eat fa/5/0nably. I have a plain ſtomatch, and have 
a a conſtant loathing of whatever comes to my own table; 
for which reaſon I dine at the Cheplcuſe three days in 
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a week: Where the good company wonders they never 


* ſee you of late. I am ſure by your unprejudiced dif. 
courſes you love broth better than ſoup. 


Mr. SRI aro Ry Will's, Feb. 19. 


c OU may believe you are a perſon as much talke; 
of as any man in town. I am one of your bet 


frier . Is in this houſe, and have laid a wager you are ſo 


candid a man and fo honeſt a fellow, that you will print 
this letter, though it is in recommendation of a ney 


paper called The Hiſtorian. J have read it carefully, and | 


© find it written with ſkill, good ſenſe, modeſty, and fir, 

« You muſt allow the town is kinder to you than you de. 
'* ſerve; and I doubt not but you have ſo much ſenſe of 
* 


the world, change of humour, and inſtability of all human 
things, as to underſtand, that the only way to preſewe 


favour is to communicate it to others with good- nature 
and judgment. 


fa an, | 
| your daily Advocate, 
| | Reader Gentle, 


I was very much ſurpriſed this morning, that any one 


| ſhould find out my lodging, and know it ſo well, asto | 
come directly to my eloſet- door, and knock at it, to ge 


me the following letter. When I came out J opened 
it, and ſaw by a very ſtrong pair of ſhoes and a warm 
coat the bearer had on, that he walked all the way to 


bring it me, though dated from Tork. My misfortune | 


is that I cannot talk, and I found the meſſenger had fo 


much of me, that he could think better than ſpezk. He 


had, I obſerved, a polite diſcerning hid under a ſhrewd 
ruſticity: He delivered the paper with a Yori/o:re tone 

and a town leer.. e : Cn 

Mr. Sr cTA Ton, 


Ti privicge you hare ese. Jobs Trot hi 
2 proved of very bad conſequence to our illuſtrious 
« aſſembly, which, beſides the many excellent maxims it | 


* 1 
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You are ſo generally read, that what 
you ſpeak of will be read. This with men of ſenſe and 
OR talte is all that is wanting to recommend The Hiſtorian. 
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« is founded upon, is remarkable for the extraordinary 
« decorum always obſerved in it, One iuſtance of which 


4 is that the Cargers, (who are always of the firſt quality) 


never begin to play until the Freucꝰ. Dances are finiſhed, 
and the country-dances begin: But Je Trrr having 
now got your commiſſion in his pocket, (which every 


bone here has a profound reſpeR for) has the ailurance 


© to ſet up for a minuet-dancer. Not only fo, but he has 
brought down upon us the whole body of the Trott, 
© which are very numerous, with their auxiliaries the 


+ hoblers and the ſkipers, by which means the time is ſo 


much waſted, that unlefs we break all rules of govern- 
ment, it muſt redound to the utter ſubverſion of the 
© Brag-Table, the diſcreet members of which value time, 
as Fribbie's wife does her pin- money. We are pretty 
well aſſured that your indulgence to Trot was only in 


relation to country-dances; however, we have deferred 


* iſſuing an order of council upon the premiſes, hoping to 
« get you to join with us, that Trot, nor any of his clan, 


| © preſume for the future to dance any but country-dances, 


* unleſs a horn-pipe upon a feltival-day. If you will do 


* this you will oblige a great many Ladies, and parti- 


* culaily 
| | your moſ? humbe /ervant, 


York, Feb. 16. Eliz. Sweepliakes, 


1 Never meant any other than that Mr. Trot ſhould con- 


1 tive himtelf to country. dances. And I further direct, 
that he (hall take out none but his own relations accord- 
ing to their nearneſs of biood, but any Gentlewoman may 


take out tim. | 


London, Feb. 21. The SPECTATOR, 


Saturday, 
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Dl. cuibus imperium eft animarum, umbreque ſilentes, 
Ft chars, & phlegethan, luca nocte filentia late; 

Sit mihi fas auditalogui! fit numine vero 
| Panaere res alta terra & caligine mer/as. 


Virg. Kn. 6. ver. 264, 


Ve realms, yet unreveal'd to human fight, 
Ye Gods who rule the regions of the night, 
Ye gliding ghoſts, permit me to relate 
The mytiic wonders of your ſilent ſtate, Dx YDEx. 


{| whom Milton introduces into his poem always diſcover 
Xſuch ſentiments and behaviour as are in a peculiar man- 


| Have before obſerved in general, that the perſons 


ner conformable to their reſpective characters. Every 


circumſtance in their ſpeeches and actions is with grea | 


jaltne's and delicacy adapted to the perſons who ſpeak 


and act. As the poet very much excels in this conſiſtency 


of his characters, I ſhall beg leave to conſider ſeveral pal 


| ſ:ges of the ſecond book in this light. That ſupericr 


greatneſs and mock-majeſty, which is aſcribed to the prince 
of the fallen angels, is admirably preſerved in the begin- 


ning of this book. His opening and cloſing the debate: 


His taking en himſelf that great enterpriſe at the thought 
of which the whole infernal aſſembly trembled : His en- 


countring the hideous phantom who guarded the gates of 


hell, and appeared to him in all his terrors; are inſtances 
of that proud and daring mind which could not brook ſub- 


miſſion even to Omnipotence. 


Satan was now at hand, and from his ſeat 

7e monſfier moving onward came as ft, 

With horrid firides, hell trembled as be flradez 
Th” undaunted fiend what this might be admir d, 
Aamir'd, not fear dy ͤ— 


1 


| 


— 
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The fame boldneſs and intrepidity of behaviour diſ- 
covers itſelf in the ſeveral adventures which he meets with 


during his paſſage through the regions of unformed mat- 


ter, and particularly in his aJdreſs to thoſe tremendous 
powers who are deſcribed as preſiding over it. 
The part of Moloch is likewiſe in all its circumſtances 


fill of that fire and fury which diſtinguiſh this ſpirit from 
the reſt of the fallen angels. He is deſcribed in the firſt 
book as. beſmeared with the blood of human ſacrifices, and 


delighted with the tears of parents and the cries of chil- 
dren. In the ſecond book he is marked out as the fierceſt 


ſpirit that fought in heaven: And if we conſider the fizure 
which he makes in the ſixth book, where the battle of the 

angels is deſcribed, we find it every way anſwerable to the 
| fame furious enraged character. 


iI bere the might of Gabriel fought, 
And with fierce enſgus pierc'd the dep array 
| Of Moloc, furious King, uh him "5 
And at his chariol- aubteis to drag him bound 
Threaten'a, nor from the hely one of heaw'n 
Refrain d his tongue blajphemous ; but anon 
| Down clo den to the waſle, with ſhatter d arms 
And uncouth pain fled belloewing. FE: 


It may be worth while to obſerve, that Milian has re- 


preſented this violent imyetuous ſpirit, who is hurried on 
by ſuch precipitate paſtions, as the , that riſes in that 
aſſembly, to give his opinion upon their preſent poſture of 


affairs. Accordingly he declares himſelſ abruptly for war, 
and appears incenſed at his companions, for loſing ſo much 
time as even to deliberate upon it. All his ſentiments 
are raſh, audacious, and deſperate. Such is that of arm- 


ing themſelves with their tortures, and turning their puniſh. 
ments upon him who inflicted them, 


V, let us rather chooſe, 
Arm'd with hell. flames and fury, all at once 
O er heavens high tours to force refiſtleſs way, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms ; 
Againſt the tort rer; when to meet the noiſe 
Of his almighty engine he ſhall hear 
Vor. IV. EN 


Infernal 
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J nfernal thunder, ant for lis htring /ee 

Nlack fire and horror ſhot T2with equal rage 

aimmg his angels; and his throne itjelf 

Miæt with Tartarean /u!phur, and flrange fire, 
His oxun invented torment EE, 


His preferring annihilation to ſhame or miſery, is alſo 


highly ſuitable to his character; as the comfort he draws 
from their diſturbing the peace of heaven, that if it be not 


victory is revenge, is a ſentiment truly diabolical, and be. 


coming the bitterneſs of this implacable ſpirit. | 
Belial is deſcribed in the firſt book, as the idol cf the 
lewd and luxurious. He is in the ſecond book, purſuant 
to that deſcription, characteriſed as timorous and ſlothful; 
and if we look in the ſixth book, we find him celebrated 
in the battle of angels for nothing but that ſcoffing 


| ſpeech which he makes to Satan, on their ſuppoſed advan- 


tage over the enemy. As his appearance is uniform, and 


of a piece, in theſe three ſeveral views, we find his ſenti- 


ments in the infernal aſſembly every way conformable to | 
his character. Such are his apprehenſions of a ſecond bat. 


tle, his horrors of annihilation, his preferring to be miſera- 


ble rather than 7: zo be. I need not obſerve, that the 
contraſt of thought in this ſpeech, and that which precedes, 


_ gives an agreeable variety to the debate. — 
Mammon 's character is ſo fully drawn in the firſt book, 
that the poet adds nothing to it in the ſecond. We were 


before told, that he was the firſt who taught mankind to 
ranſack the earth for gold and ſilver, and that he was the 


architect of Paudæ menium, or the infernal palace where 
the evil ſpirits were to meet in council. His ſpeech in 
this book is every way ſuitable to ſo depraved a character. 


How proper is that reflexion, of their being unable to 
taſte the happineſs of heaven were they actually there, in 


the mouth of one, who, while he was in heaven, is ſaid to 


have had his mind dazzled with the outward pomps and 
glories of the place, and to have been more intent on the 


riches of the pavement, than on the beatifick viſion. [ 


ſha!l alſo leave the reader to judge how agreeable the fol- il 


lou ing ſentiments are to the ſame character. 


— — 


2 28 2 683268 
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— 
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nn This deep world | 
Of darkneſs do we dread ? How oft amid? 
Thick clouds and dark doth heawv'n's all-ruling fire 
| Chooſe to reſize, his glory unobſcured, 
And with the majeſty of darkne/s round 
Covers his throne; from whence ach thunders roar 
Muftering their rage, and heav'n reſembles bells 
As he our darkneſs, cannot cue his light f 
Initate when abe pleaſe? This deſert ſcil 
Wants not her hidden luſtre, gems and gold; 
Nor avant wwe ſkill or art, from whence to raiſe 
Magnificence ; and what can heay'n ſhew more? 


Beelzebub, who is reckoned the ſecond in dignity that 
fell, and is in the firſt book, the ſecond that awakens out 


of the trance, and confers with Satan upon the ſituation 
of their affairs, maintains his rank in the book now before 


us. There is a wonderful majeſty deſcribed in his riſing 


| up to ſpeak. He acts as a kind of moderator between the 
| two oppoſite parties, and propoſes a third undertaking, 
which the whole aſſembly gives into. The motion he 
makes of detaching one of their body in ſearch of a new 


world is grounded upon a project deviſed by Satan, and 


curſorily propoſed by him in the following lines of. the 
firſt book, F 


Space may produce new worlds, whereof fo riſe 
T here quent a fame in beav'n, that he ere-long 
Intended to create, and therein plant | Zh 

A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the fons beav'n; 
Thither, if but to pry, ſhall be perhaps 
Our fin eruption, thither or elſewhere : 
For this infernal pit fhall never bold 
_ Celeſtial ſpirits in bondage, nor th' abyſs 
Long under darkneſs cover. But theſe thoughts 
Ful counſel muſt mature. 5 = 
It is on this project that Beelzebub grounds his propofal. 
— ol hat if we find | | 
Some eafier enterpriſe ? There is a place 
(If ancient and prophetick fame in heav'n 
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Co 

Err not ) another wn ld, the happy ſeat N 
Of /ome neww race call 4 MA x, about this time 7 
70 be created like to us, though leſs oaks 
In power and excellence, but favour d more | fat] 
Of him who rules above; Jo was his will _ 1 
Pronounc'd among the Geds, and by an oath, ſine 
- That ſhook heav n's whole circumference, confirm d. ſel\ 
The reader may obſerve how juſt it was not to omit in 1 
the firſt book the project upon which the whole poem jr? 
turns: As alſo that the prince of the fallen angels was or 


the only proper perſon to give it birth, and that the nex | 


to him in dignity was the fitteſt to ſecond and ſupport it, 
Ihbere is beſides, | think, ſomething wonderfully beauti. 
ful, and very apt to aſtect the reader's imagination in this 


ancient prophecy or report in heaven, concerning the 
crea ion of man. Nothing could ſhew more the dignity 


of the ſpecies, than this tradition which ran of them be- 


fore their exiſtence. They are repreſented to have been | 
the talk of heaven before they were created. Virgil, in 


compliment to the Roman commonwealth, makes the 


| heroes of it appear in their ſtate of pre-exiſtence; but | 


| Milton does a far greater honour to mankind in general, 


as he gives us a glimpſe of them ex en before they are in 


being. 


ſublime and peetical manner. 
Their rifing all at once auas as the jound 
/ thunder Bard remote i 


Ihe diverſions of the fallen angels, with the particular | 


| account of their place of habitation, are deſcribed with 


great pregnancy of thought, and copiouſneſs of invention. 
The diverſions are every way ſuitable to beings who had 
nothing left them but ſtrength and knowledge miſapplied. 
Such are their contention at the race, and in feats of arms, 


with their entertainment in the following lines, 


Others with vaſt Typhæan rage more fell 
Ren up beth racks and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind, hell ſcarce holds the wild uproar. 


a 


The riſing of this great aſſembly is deſcribed in a very 


9 


longer deicription would have done. 
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Their mvſick is employed in celebrating their own 
criminal exploits, and their diſcourſe in ſounding the un- 


fathomable depths of fate, free-will, and foreknowledge. 


The ſeveral circumſtances in the deſcription of hell are 


_ finely imagined ; as the four rivers which diſgorge them- 


ſelves into the ſea of fire, the extremes of cold and heat, 


| and the river of oblivion. The monſtrous animals produced 


in that infernal world are repreſented by a ſingle line, 
which gives us a more horrid idea of them, than a much 


N Mature breeds, 

Perverſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious things, 
Abominable, inutterable, and worle 5 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Gorgons and hydra's, and chimera dire. 


This epiſode of the fallen ſpirits, and their place of ha- 
bitation, comes in very happily to unbend the mind of the 
reader from its attention to the debate. An ordinary 


poet would indeed have ſpun out ſo many circumſtances 
do a great length, and by that means have weakned, in- 


Read of illuſtrated, the principal fable. 


IT ᷑ be flight of Satan to the gates of hell is finely imagined. 


1 have already declared my opinon of the allegory con- 


| cerning Sin and Death, which is however a very finiſhed 


piece in its kind, when it is not conſidered as a part of an 


epic poem. The genealogy of the ſeveral perſons is con- 


tiived with great delicacy. Sin is the daughter of Satan, 
and Death the offspring of Sin. The inceſtuous mixture 
between Sin and Death produces thoſe monſters and hell- 
hounds which from time to time enter into their mother, 


and tear the bowels of her who gave them birth. Theſe 


are the terrors of an evil conſcience, and the proper fruits : 


of Sin, which naturally riſe from the apprehenſions of 
| Death. This laſt beautiful moral is, I think, clearly in- 
| _ Urnated in the ſpeech of Sia, where complaining of this 
ber dreadful iſſue, ſhe adds, 1 5 


Grim Death iay fon and foe, who ſets them on, 
Au me his parent ⁊usuld full ſoon devour 
: DEE For 


Before mine eyes in oppoſition ſits . 
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For wart of other prey, but that he knaavs 
His end with mine involy'd 


I need not mention to the reader the beautiful circume- 


ſtance in the laſt part of this quotation, He will likewiſe 


obſerve how naturally the three perſons concerned in this | 


allegory are temptcd by one common intereſt to enter into 


a cor. tederacy together, and how properly Sin is made the 
portreſs of hell, and the only being that can open the gates 
| to that world of tortures. 

The deſcriptive part of this allegory i is likewiſe very 
ſtrong, and full of ſublime ideas. The figure of Decth, 
the regal crown upon his head, his menace of Satan: His | 
advancing to the combat, the outcry at his birth, are cir - 


cumſtances too noble to be paſt over in filence, and ex- 


tremely furtable to this Azng of Terrors. | need not men- 


tion the juſtneſs of thought which is obſerved in the ge- 


neration of theſe ſeveral ſymbolical perſons ; that Sin was 


produced upon the firft revolt of Satan, that Death appear- 


cd ſoon after he was caſt into hell, and that the terrors of 


conſcience were conceived at the gate of this place of 


torments. The deſcription of the gates is very Poetica, 5 


as the opening of them is full of Milton's ſpirit. 
-——O: 2a Sudden open fly 


With impeturus recuil and jarring ſound 
70 infernal doors, and on, their hinges grate 
Lan thunder, that the loweſt bottom Jheok | 
Of Erebus. Sve chen 4, but to ſhut 


Excell'd her poxv'r ; the gates wide open feed, , 


That with extended wings a banner d hol 

Under ſpread enſigns mar. hing might paſs thr ough | 
With horſe and chariits rankd in looſe array; 

So awide they ſtocd, and like a furnace mouth 

Caſt forth reduunding ſmoke and ruddy flame. 


In Satan's voyage through the Chaos there are ſeveral 


Imaginary perſons deſcribed, as reſiding in that immenſe 
waſte of matter, This may perhaps be conformable to 


the taſte of thoſe criticks who are pleaſed with nothing 
in a poet which has not life and manners aſcribed to it; 
but for my own part, | am pleaſed moſt with thoſe paſ- 


ſages in this deleription which carry in them a greater 


meaſure 


oj of the earth that hung cloſe by the moon, are wonderfully 
beautiful and poetical. es 8 


eee eee 


Noz io Monday, February 25. 
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meaſure of probability, and are ſuch as might poſſibly have 
happened. Of this kind is his firſt mounting in the ſmoke 
that riſes from the infernal pit, his falling into a cloud of 
nitre, and the like combuſtible materials, that by their 
exploſion ſtill hurried him forward to his voyage; his 
fringing upward like a pyramid of fire, with his laborious 


beige through that confuſion of elements which the 


poet calls 


The womb of Nature, and perbaps her grave. 


The glimmering light which ſhot into the Chass from 
the utmoſt verge of the creation, with the diſtant diſcovery 


L 


— 


Connubio jungam fabil Virg. En. 1. ver. 77. 
Til tie th' indiſſoluble marriage-ænot. . 


dr. Serre, 1 
Ama certain young woman that love a certain young 
I man very heartily; and my father and mother were 

for it a great while, but now they ſay I can do bet- 
ter, but I think I cannot. They bid me love him, and 


* Icannot unlove him. What muſt I do? ſpeak quickly. 


Biddy Dow-bake. 


Dear SRS. Feb. 19, 1712, 


f 1 Have loved a Lady entirely for this year and half, 


though for a great part of the time (which has con- 


_ © tributed not a little to my pain) I have been debarred 


* the liberty of converſing with her. The grounds of our 
difference was this; that when we had inquired into 
each other's circumſtances, we found that at our firſt ſet- 

L 4 e 
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Mr. Sierre, 


ting out into the world, we ſhould owe five hundred 
pounds more than her fortune would pay off. My eſtate 
is ſeven hundred pounds a year, beſides the benefit of tin 
mines. Now, dear 8 E c, upon this ſtate of the caſe, 


and the Lady's poſitive declaration that there is ſtill no 


other objection, I beg you will not fail to inſert this, 


with your opinion as ſoon as poſſible, whether this ought 


in be eſteemed a juſt cauſe or impediment why we ſhould 
not be joined, and you will for ever oblige 


yours ſincerely, 


Dick Loveſick. 
« P, F. Sir, if 1 marry this Lady by the aſſiſtance of 


your opinion, j ou may expect a favour for it. 


Have the misfortune to be one of thoſe unhappy ö 
1 men who are diſtinguiſhed by the name of diſcarded 
hovers; but lam the leſs mortified at my diſgrace, be. 


cauſe the young Lady is one of thoſe creatures who ſet 


up for negligence of men, are forſooth the moſt rigid) 


virtrous in the world, and yet their nicety will permit 


them at the command of parents to go to bed to the mot 
utter ſtranger that can be propoſed to them. As to me my- | 
ſelf, | was introduced by the father of my miſtreſs ; but 
frad j owe my being at firſt received to a compariſon of 
my eſtate with that of a former lover, and that | am now 


in like manner turned off to give way to an humble ſer- 


vant ſtill richer than ſam. What makes this tteatment 
the more extravagant is, that the young Lady is in the 

management of this way of fraud, ard obeys her father's 
orders on theſe occafiuns without any manner of reluc- 


tance, but does it with the ſame air that one of your 
men of the world would ſignify the neceſſity of zffars 
tor turning another out of office. When | came home 
laſt night, I found this letter from my miltreſs. 


2 Ns by 333 
I Hope you will not think it is any manner of dif- 


reſpect to your perſon or merit, that the intended 


10 nuptial 


. 
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i nuptials between us are interrupted. My father ſays 
« he has a much better offer for me than you can make, 
« and has ordered me to break off the treaty between us. 
« If it had proceeded, I ſhould have behaved myſelf with 
.«« all ſuitable regard to you, but as it is, I beg we may be 
« ſtrangers for the future. Adieu. = 


This great indifference on this ſubject, and the mer- 


© cenary motives for making alliances, is what I think 
lies naturally before you, and I beg of you to give me 


your thoughts upon it. My anſwer to Lydia was as fol- 
© Jows, which I hope you will approve; for you are to 
© know the woman's family affect a wonderful eaſe on 
© theſe occaſions, though they expect it ſhould be pain- 
fully received on the man's fade. _ | 


= V 
% Have received yours, and knew the prudence of 
10 your houſe ſo well, that I always tock care to be 


1 ready to obey your commands, though they ſhould be 
e to ſee you no more. Pray give my ſervice to all the 
* good fanaly, e 


1 3 ä 
The opera ſubſerip- Clitophon. 
e tian is full. „„ 


Memorandum. The cenfor of marriage to conſiden 1his 
Etter, and report the common uſages on ſuch treaties, ewith 
how many pounds or acres are generally efleemed ſufficient 
reaſon for preferring a new 1 an ld pretender ; wwith his 
opinion what is proper to be determined in ſuch caſes for the 


Mr. SrECTaToOR, | : 5 
0 HERE is an elderly perſon lately left off buſineſs 
« and ſettled in our town, in order, as he thinks, to 
« retire from the world; but he has brought with him 


© ſuch an inclination to tale - bearing, that he diſturbs both 


< himſelf and all our neighbourhood. Notwithſtanding 


. 
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occaſion for. „„ 1 LO 
The many uſeful parts of knowledge which may be 
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« this frailty the honeſt Gentleman is ſo happy as to have 
no enemy: At the ſame time he has not one friend who 
will venture to acquaint him with his weakneſs, It is 


not to be doubted but if this failing were ſet in a proper 


light, he would quickly perceive the indecency and evil 
conſequences of it. Now, Sir, this being an infirmity 


which | hope may be corretted, and knowing that he pays 


much deference to you, I beg that when you are at lei. 
ſure, to give us a ſpeculation on goſſiping, you would 
think of my neighbour : You will hereby oblige ſeveral 


who will be glad to find a reformation in their gray- 
haired friend: And how becoming will it be for him, 
inſtead of pouring forth words at all adventures, to ſet a 


watch be.ore the door of his mouth, to refrain his Tongue, . 
to check its impetuoſity, and guard againſt the ſallies of 


that /ittle pert, forward, buſy perſon; which, under a 


ſober conduct, might prove a uſeful member of a ſociety, 


In compliance with whoſe intimations, I have taken the 


liberty to make this addreſs to o. 


Jour moſt obſcure ſervant, 
5 Pl zilanthropos. 
Mr. SPECTATOR, Feb. 16, 1712, 


THIS is to petition you in behalf of myſelf and 


many more of your gentle readers, that at any 
time when you may have private reaſons againſt letting 


us know what you think yourſelf, you would be pleaſed 
to pardon us ſuch letters of your c:rreſpondents as ſeem 


to be of no uſe but to the printer. „ 
lt is further our humble requeſt, that you would ſub- 
ſtitute advertiſements in the place of ſuch epililes ; and 


that in order hereunto Mr. Buckley may be authoriſed 
to take up of your zealous friend Mr. Charles Lillie, 


any quantity of words he ſhall from time to time hare 


communicated to the publick this way, will, we hope, 


be a conſideration in favour of your petitioners, 
= IS 1 and your petitioners, &c. 


Nate, 
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| Note, That particular regard be had to this petition ; 


and the papers marked letter R may be carefully examin- 
— T 


ed for the future. 


Nec weneris pharetris macer eſt, aut lampade fervet : 
Inde faces ardent, veniunt a dote ſagittæ. 5 
e Juv. Sat. 6. ver. 137. 
He ſighs, adores, and courts her ev'ry hour: 5 
Who wou'd not do as much for ſuch a dow'r ? 
: Es N DRYDEN. 


Mr. SypECTaTOR, 


with which you have enriched your ſpeculations, 


Þ | Am amazed that among all the variety of characters, 


you have never given us., a picture of thoſe audacious | 


young fellows among us, who commonly go by the 
* name-of Fertune-Stealers, You muſt know, Sir, I am 


one who live in a continual apprehenſion of this ſort of 


people that lie in wait, day and night, for our children, 
and may be conſidered as a kind of kidnappers within 
the law. I am the father of a young heireſs, whom I 


begin to look upon as marriageable, and who has looked 
upon herſelf as ſuch for above theſe fix years. She is 


© now in the eighteenth year of her age. The fortune- 
* hunters have already caſt their eyes upon her, and take 


care to plant themſelves in her view whenever ſhe ap- 


* pears in any publick aſſembly. I have myſelf caught a 
young jackanapes with a pair of filver-fringed gloves in 
* the very fact. You muſt know, Sir, I have kept her as 


aa a priſoner of ſtate ever ſince ſhe was in her teens. Her 
© chamber-windows are croſs-barred; ſhe is not permit- 
ted to go out of the houſe but with her keeper, who is 


* ſtayed relation of my own; I have likewiſe forbid her 


_ © the uſe of pen and ink, for this twelve-month laſt paſt, 


Wh 
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and do not ſuffer a band- box to be carried into her room 
before it has been ſearched. Notwithſtanding theſe 
precautions, | am at my wits end for fear of any ſudden 
ſurpriſe, There were, two or three nights ago, ſome 
fiddles heard in the ſtreet, which I am afraid portend 
me no good; rot to mention a tall Aiman, that has 
been feen walking before my houſe more than once this 
winter. My kinſwoman likewiſe informs me, that the 


a fair wig, and that ſhe loves to go to church more than 


week ago, upon which my whole houſe was in alarm, 
I immediately diſpatched a hue and cry after her to the 
change, to her mantua-maker, and to the young Ladies 
that viſit her; but after above an hour's ſearch ſhe re- 
turned of herſelf, having been taking a walk, as ſhe told 
me, by Raſamond's pond. I have hereupon turned of 
her woman; doubled her guards, and given new inſtruc- 


watchful eye over all her motions. This, Sir, keeps 


watch when my daughter ſleeps, as I am afraid ſhe is 


theſe indirect means, that ſtealing a man's daughter for 
the ſake of her portion, is but a kind of a tolerated rob- 
bery; and that they make but a poor amends to the 


to bed with his child. Dear Sir, be ſpeedy in your 


))) [ 2a 42 © a H M S@&' @ M W W @® a :& @ ©® 


pear before the diſbanding of the army. 
: e Jam, Sir, | 


your moſt humble ſervant, 


5 . TLiim. Watchwell. 
7 bemiftocles, the great Athenian General, being aſked 


whether he would chooſe to marry his daughter to an 


indigent man of merit, or to a worthleſs man of an efiate, 


replied, That he ſhould prefer a man without an eſtate, 


to an eſtate without a man. The worſt of it is, cur mo- 


8 dern 


girl bas taiked to her twice or thiice of a Gentleman in 


ever ſhe did in her life. She pave me the ſlip about a 


tions to my relation, who, to give her her due, keeps a 
me in a perpetual anxiety, and makes me very often 
even with me in her turn. Now, Sir, what | would de- 


fire of you is, to repreſent to this 1 tribe of 
young fellows, who are for making their fortunes by) 


— nt ome ro 


father, whom they pluncer after this manner, by going 


thoughts on this ſubject, that, if poſſible, they may ap- 


2 Cong onc enn 
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ters to bear. Nor muſt 
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dern fortune-hunters are thoſe who turn their heads that 
way, becauſe they are good for nothing elſe. If a young 
fellow finds he can make nothing of Coke and Littleton, 
he provides himſelf with a ladder of ropes, and by that 
means very often enters upon the premiſes. 

The ſame art of ſcaling has likewiſe been practiſed with 


good ſucceſs by many military ingineers. Stratagems of 


this nature make parts and induſtry ſuperfluous, and cut 


| ſhort the way to riches. - 


Nor is vanity a leſs motive than idleneſs to this kind of 
mercenary purſuit. A fop, who admires his perſon in a 


glaſs, ſoon enters into a reſolution of making his fortune 


y it, not queſtioning but every woman that falls in his 
way will do him as much juſtice as he does himſe f. When 
an heireſs ſees a man throwing particular graces into his 
ogle, or talking loud within her hearing, ſhe ought to 


| look to herſelf; but if withal ſhe obſerves a pair of red 


heels, a patch, or any other particularity in his dreſs, ſhe 


cannot take too much care of her peiſon. Theſe are 
baits not to be trifled with, charms that have done a world 


of execution, and made their way into hearts which have 


deen thought impregnable. The force of a man with 
theſe qualifications is ſo well known, that I am credibly 
informed there are ſeveral female undertakers about the 
change, who upon the arrival of a likely man out of a 


neighbouring kingdom, will furniſh him with proper dreſs 

from head to foot, to be paid for at a double price on the 

day of marriage. 8 
We muſt however diſtinguiſh between fortune-hunters 


| and fortune-ſtealers. The fuſt are thoſe afliduous Gentle- 
men who employ their whole lives ia the chace, without 
ever coming at the quarry. Suffenus has combed and 


powdered at the Ladics for thirty years together, and 


taken his ſtand in a fide box, until he is grown wrinkled 


under their eyes. He is now laying the ſame ſnares for 


| the preſent generation of beauties, which he practiſed on 
their mothers, Cortilus, after having made his applica- 


tions to more than you meet with in Mr. Cowley's ballad 
of miſtreſſes, was at laſt ſmitten with a city Lady of 2c000/, 
Sterling; bat died of old age before he could bring mat- 
[ here omit my worthy friend 

| 0 
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Mr. Ho N EYCOuB3, who has often told us in the club, 


that for twenty years ſucceſſively, upon the death ofa 


childleſs rich man, he immediately drew on his boots, 


called for his horſe, and made up to the widow. When | 
he is 1allied upon his ſucceſs, WII L, with his uſual gaiety |] 


tells us, that he always found her pre-engaged. | 
Widows are indeed the great game of your fortune- 


Hunters. There is ſcarce a young fellow in the town of 


ſix foot high, that has not paſſed in review before one or 
other of theſe wealthy relicts. Hudibras's Cupid, who 


70 hs nd 
Upon a wideww's jointure land, 


is daily employed in throwing darts, and kindling flames. 


But as for widows, they are ſuch a ſubtle generation of 
people, that they may be left to their own conduct; or, if 


they make a falſe ſtep in it, they are anſwerable for it to 


no body but themſelves. The young innocent creatures 


who have no knowledge and experience of the world, are 


thoſe whoſe ſafety I would principally conſult in this ſpe- 


culation. The ſtealing of ſuch an one ſhould in my opini- 


on, be as puniſhable as a rape. Where there is no judg- 
ment there 1s no choice; and why the inveigling a wo- 


man before ſhe is come to years of diſcretion, ſhould not 
be as criminal as the ſeducing of her before ſhe is ten * 


old, I am at a loſs to comprehend. 


Wedueſday, | 


FS @@ IP 


: 
. 
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. 


Qucd huic | officium, que laus, quod decus erit tanti, gol | 


adipiſci cum dolore corporis velit, qui dolorem ſummum Mas 

lum fibi perſuaſerit? Quam porro quis ignominiam, quam 
lurpitudinem non pertulerit, ut effſugiat dolurem, ff id ſum- 
mum malum efſe decrewerit? | „„ 


What duty will a man perform, what praiſe, what honour 
will he think worth purchaſing at the expence of his 
eaſe, who is perſuaded that pain is the greateſt of evils? 
And what ignominy, what baſeneſs will he not ſubmit 

to, in order to avoid pain, if he has determined it to 
be the worſt of misfortunes ? | : Fn 
T is a very melancholy reflexion, that men are uſually 
I ſo weak, that it is abſolutely neceſſary for them to 
know ſorrow and pain to be in their right ſenſes. Pro- 
ſperous people (for happy there are none) are hurried away 


with a fond ſenſe of their preſent condition, and thought- 
leis of the mutability of fortune: Fortune is a term which 


we mult uſe in ſuch diſcourſes as theſe, for what is 


wrought by the unſeen hand of the diſpoſer of all things. 


But mcthinks the diſpoſition of a mind which is truly great, 


is that which makes misfortunes and ſorrows little when 


they befal ourſelves, great and lamentable when they be- 


fal other men. The moſt unpardonable malefactor in the _ 


world going to his death and bearing it with compoſure, 


| would win the pity of thoſe who ſhould behold him; 


and this not becauſe his calamity 1s deplorable, but be- 


| Cauſe he feems himſelf not to deplore it: We ſuffer for 
him who is leſs ſenſible of his own miſery, and are in- 
_ Clined to deſpiſe him who ſinks under the weight of his 


diſtreſſes. On the other hand, without any touch of envy, 
a temperate and well- governed mind looks down on ſuch 


| Us are exalted with ſucceſs, with a certain ſhame for the 


imbecillity 
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imbecillity of human nature, that can ſo far forget how 
liable it is to calamity, as to grow giddy with only the ſuſ. 


pence of ſorrow, which is the po: tion of all men. He 


therefore who turns his face from the unhappy man, who 
will not look again when his eye is caſt upon modeſt ſor. 
row, who ſhuns affliction like a contagion, does but pam- 
per himſelf up for a ſacrifice, and contract in himſelf a 


greater aptitude to miſery by attempting to eſcape it. 4 
Gentleman, where | happened to be laſt night, fell into 


a diſcourſe which I thought ſhewed a good diſcerning in 
him : He took notice that whenever men have looked in- 
to their heart for the idea of true excellency in human na- 
ture, they have found it to conſiſt in ſuffering after a right 
manner and with a good grace. Heroes are always drawn 


bearing ſorrows, ſtruggling with adverſities, undergoing | 
all kinds of hardſhips, and having in the ſervice of man. 
kind a kind of appetite to difficulties and dangers. The 


Gentleman went on to obſerve, that it is fiom this ſecret 


ſenſe of the high merit which there is in patience under 
calamities, that the writers of romances, when they at. 
tempt to furniſh out characters of the higheſt excellence, 


ranſack nature for things terrible; they rait e a new eres. 


tion of monſters, dragons, and giants; Where the danger 
ends, the hero ceaſes; when he won an empire, or gained 


his miſtreſs, the reſt of his ſtory is not worth relating. My 
friend carried his diſcourſe fo far as to ſay, that it was for 
higher Beings than men to join happineſs and greatneſs in 

the ſame . but that in our condition we have no 


conception of ſuperlative excellence, or heioiim, but as it 


is ſurrounded with a ſhade of diſtreſs. "hy 
It is certainly the proper education we ſhould give our- 


ſelves, to be prepared for the ill events and accidents we 
are to meet with in a life ſentenced to be a ſcene of ſor. 
row: But inſtead of this expectation, we ſoften ourſelves _ 
with proſpects of conſtant delight, and deftroy in our mind 


the ſeeds of fortitude and virtue, which ſhould ſupport us 
in hours of anguiſh, The conſtant purſuic of pleaſure 
has in it ſomething inſolent and improper for our Being. 


There is a pretty ſober livelineſs in the ode of Heraceto 
Delius, where he tells him, loud mirth, or immoderae 


ſorrow, inequality of behaviour either in proſperity o 


adv er, 
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adverſity, are alike ungraceful in man that is born to die. 
Moderation in both circumſtances is peculiar to generous 


minds: Men of that fort ever taſte the gratincations of 


health, and all other advantages of life, as if they were 
liable to part with them, and when bereft of them, reſign 
them with a greatneſs of mind which ſhews they know 


their value and duration. The contempt of pleature is a 
certain preparatory ſor the contempt of pain; Witho .t 
this the mind is as it were taken ſaddenly by an unfore- 
ſeen event; but he that has always, during health and 
proſperity, been abſtinent in his ſatisfactions, enjoys, in 
the worſt of difficulties, che refiexion, that his anguiſh is 
not aggravated with the compariſon of paſt pleaſures which 


upbraid his preſent condition. Tully tells us a ſlory after 
Pompey, which gives us a good taſte of the pleaſant man- 
ner the men of wit and philoſophy had in old times of 
alleviating the diſtreſſes of life by the force of reaſon and 


philoſophy. Pompey, when he came to Rhoder, had a 


curioſity to viſit the famous philoſopher Pofigoxius; but 


| finding him in his ſick bed, he bewailed the misfortune 
that he ſhould not hear a diſcourſe from him: But you 
may, anſwered Peſſidanius; and immediately entered into 


the point of ſtoical philoſophy, which ſays pain is not as 


evil. During the diſcourſe, upon every puncture he felt 


from his diſtemper, he ſmiled and cried out, pain, pain, 
be as impertinent and troubleſome as you pleaſe, I ſhall 
never own that thou art an evil. | | ; 


Mr. SexeEcTaToR, | | 1 
9 Aving ſcen in ſeveral of your papers, a concern 


1 éwhfor the honour of the clergy, and their doing every 
_ © thing as becomes their character, and particularly per- 


forming the publick ſervice with a due zeal and devo- 


tion; I am the mare encouraged to lay before them, by 


your means, ſeveral expreſſions uſed by ſome of them in 
* their prayers before ſermon, which I am not well ſatis- 
* fied in: As their giving ſome titles and epithets to great 


men, which are indeed due to them in their ſeveral 
_ © ranks and ſtations, but not properly uſed, I think, in 
_ © our prayers, Is it not contradiction to fay, illuſtrious, 


© right reverend, and right honourable poor finners ? 


T 


her, for thou knoweſt I am her chaplain ? 
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Theſe diſtinctions are ſuited only to our ſtate here, and 


have no place in heaven: We ſee they are omitted in 


the liturgy; which I thiok the clergy ſhould take for 
their pattern in their own forms of devotion. There 
is another expreſſion which I would not mention, but 
that I have heard it ſeveral times before a learned con- 
gregation, to bring in the laſt petition of the prayer in 


theſe words, O /et nat the Lord be angry and I xwill {peak 


but this once; as if there was no difference between 
Abraham's interceding for Sodom, for which he had no 
warrant as we can find, and our aſking thoſe things which 
we are required to pray for; they would therefore have 


much more reaſon to fear his anger if they did not make 
ſuch petitions to him. There is another pretty fancy: 


When a young man has a wind to let us know who gave 
him his ſcarf, he ſpeaks a parentheſis to tie Almighty, 


bleſs, as J am in duty bound to pray, the right honoura- 


ble the Counteſs; is not that as much as to ſay, bleſs 


your humble ſervant, 
— a, 


e 


„ 
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Ełxigite ut mores teneros ceu pollice ducat, 
Ut / quis cera valtum facit 
Juv. Sat. 7. ver. 25 


Bid him beſides bis daily pains employ, 

To form the tender manners of the boy, 
And work him, like a waxen babe, with art, 
To — ſymmetry in ev'ry partrt. 

| Cn. D RYDEN, 


[ Shall give the following letter no other recommenda- 


tion, than by telling my readers that it comes from the 
ſame hand with that of laſt Tburſday. 


$1R, 


1 Send you, according to my promiſe, ſome farther 
thoughts on the education of youth, in which I 


« intend to  iſcoſ that famous queftion, / Vet her the edu- 


* cation at a publick Jehool, or under a private tutor, is to 


be preferred? 


As ſome of the greateſt men in moſt ages have been of 
very different opinions in this matter, | ſhall give a 


_ © ſhort account of what | think may be beſt urged on 


both ſides, and afterwards leave every perſon to de- 
termine for himſelf. | 
Ilt is certain from Suetorins, that the Mints * 


the education of their children a buſineſs properly e- 
llonging to the parents themſelves ; and Plutarch, in the 


© life of Marexs Cato, tells us, that as ſoon as his ſon was 


capable of learning, Cato would ſuffer no body to teach 


him but himſelf, though he had a ſervant named Chile, 


ho was an excellent grammarian, and who taught a 


* great many other youths. 
* On the contrary, the Greeks fwd more inclined to 
* Publick ſchools and ſeminaries. 4 
A 
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bim for matters of greater importance. 


world. | | 
Mr. Locke, in his celebrated treatiſe of education, con. 


of rudeneſs and vice. 


and inſenſibility. 
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A private education promiſes in the firſt place vir. 


tue and pagan, | a publick ſchool manly f. 


ſurance, and an early knowledge in the ways of the 


feſſes that there are inconveniencies to be f: ared on 
both ſides; , fays he, I keep my fon at home, he is in 


dai ger of becoming my young maſter; If I Jend him abroad, 


it i. ſcarce poſſible to keep him from the reigning contagian 


home, but more ignorant of the world, and more fe ei 
when be comes abroad. However as this learned author 
aſlerts, That virtue is much more difficult to be at. 
tained than knowledge of the world, and that vice 
is a more ſtubborn, as well as a more dangerous fault 


than ſheepiſhneſs, he is altogether for a private education; | 
and the more fo, becauſe he does not ſee why a youth, 


with right management, might not attain the ſame a. 


_ © ſurance in his father's houſe, as at a publick ſchool, 
To this end he adviſes parents to accuſtom their ſors 
to whatever —_ faces come to the houſe; to take 
en they viſit their neighbours, and 
to engage them in converſation with men of parts and 


them with them w 


breeding. 


« It may be objected to this method, that canverſation 
is not the only thing neceſſary, but that unleſs it bea 
converſation with ſuch as are in ſome meaſure their equals 


in parts and years, there can be no room for emulz- 
tion, contention, and ſeveral of the moſt lively paſ- 
fions of the mind; which, without being ſometiaes 
moved by theſe means may poſſibly contract a dulneſs 


One of the greateft writers our nation ever produced 
obſerves, That a boy who forms parties, and make 
himſelf popular in a ſchool ar a college, would act the 


ſame part with equal eaſe in a ſenate or a privy-council; | 
and Mr. Ohorn, ſpeaking like a man verſed in the ways 


of the world, affirns that the well-laying and carry ing on 
of a deſign to rob an orchard, trains vp a youth in 
© ſenſibly to caution, ſecrecy, and circumſpeCtion, and fit 


«ch - 


He avill perhaps be more innocent a 
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 * uſed of any boy in the ſchool. 
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© In ſhort, a private education ſeems the moſt na- 
«© tural method for the forming of a virtuous man; a 


publick education for making a man of buſineſs. The 
« firſt would furniſh out a good ſubje& for Plato's re- 


b publick, the latter a member for a community over- 
© run with artifice and corruption. OI. 
| * It muſt however be confeſſed, that a perſon at the 
| * head of a publick ſchool has ſometimes ſo many boys 


under his direction, that it is impoſſible he ſhould ex- 
tend a due proportion of his care to each of them. 
* This is, however, in reality, the fault of the age, in 


n which we often ſee twenty parents who, though each 


expects his ſon ſhould be made a ſcholar, are not con- 
© tented all together to make it worth while for any 


man of a liberal education to take upon him the care 
of their inſtruction. us | 


* Ini our great ſchools indeed this fault has been of 


A late years rectiſied, ſo that we have at preſent not 
| * only ingenious men for the chief maſters, 


ut ſuch as 
© have proper uſhers and aſſiſtants under them. 1 
© muſt nevertheleſs own, that for want of the ſame en- 
* couragement in the country, we have many a pro- 
* miling genius ſpoiled and abuſed in thoſe little ſemi- 
© naries. ET 3 5 

* I am the more inclined to this opinion, having my- 
* ſelf experienced the uſage of two rural maſters, each of 
* them very unfit for the truſt they took upon them to 
« diſcharge. I he firſt impoſed much more upon me than 
* my parts, though none of the weakeſt, could endure; 


#$ and uſed me barbarouſly for not performing impoſſibi- 
 * lities. The latter was of quite another temper; and a 
| © boy, who would run upon his errands, waſh his cof- 


* fee-pot, or ring the bell, might have as little conver- 
* ſation with any of the claſſicks as he thought fit. I 
* have known a lad of this place excuſed his exerciſe 
for aſſiſting the cook-maid ; and remember a neigh- 


_ * bouring Gentleman's ſon was among us five years, 
moſt of which time he employed in airing and water. 
ling our maſter's gray pad. I ſcorned to compound 


for my faults, by doing any of theſe elegant offices, | 
* and was accordingly the beſt ſcholar, and the worſt 
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I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with an advantage 
mentioned by Quintilian, as accompanying a publick 
way of education, which I have not yet taken notice 
of; namely, That we very often contract ſuch friend. 
ſhips ar ſchool, as are a ſervice to us all the following 
parts of our lives. 5 5 

* I ſhall give you, under this head, a ſtory very well 


upon as real truth. 


ſchool, knows that there is a curtain which uſed to he 
drawn acroſs the room, to ſeparate the upper ſchool 
from the lower. A Youth happened, by ſome miſ. 
chance, to tear the above-mentioned curtain : The 


criminal to expect any pardon for ſuch a fault; ſo 
that the boy, who was of a meck temper, was terri- 
fied to death at the thoughts of his appearance, 
when his friend, who ſat next to him, bade him be 
of good cheer, for that he would take the fault on 


one of them followed the Parliatnent, the other the 

Royal party. 5 1 
As their tempers were different, the youth, who 
had torn the curtain, endeavoured to raiſe himſelf ci. 
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of it, on the military: The firſt ſucceeded ſo well, that 
he was in a ſhort time made a Judge under the Pro- 
tector. The other was engaged in the unhappy en- 
terpriſe of Penruddock and Grove in the Weſt. | ſop· 


that undertaking. Every one knows that the Royal 
Party was routed, and all the heads of them, among 
whom was the curtain champion, impriſoned at Exeter. 
It happened to be his friend's lot at that time to go 
the Weſtern circuit: The trial of the rebels, as they 


a a a a a a as a © a a a a 


mained but to paſs ſentence on them; when the] 


6 hearing the name of his old friend, and obſerving his. 


face more attentively, which he had not ſeen 


known to ſeveral perſons, and which you may depend | 


Every one, who is acquainted with JJ'efminfler. 8 


ſeverity of the maſter was too well known for the 


himſelf. He kept his word accordingly. As ſoon as 
they were grown up to be men, the civil war bioke 
out, in which our two friends took the oppoſite fides, 


the civil liſt, and the other, who had borne the blame 


poſe, Sir, I need not acquaint you with the event of 


were then called, was very ſhort, and nothing now fe- 


a „ a ® = a a a a © „ „ „ 
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© many years, aſked him, if he was not formerly a - 


«* min/ter-ſ(cholar; by the anſwer, he was ſoon convinced 
that is was his former generous friend; and, without 


« ſaying any thing more at that time, mace the belt of his 


© way to London, where employing all his power and in- 


« tereſt with the Protector, he ſaved his friend from the 


| * fate of his unhappy aſſociates. 


© The Gentleman, whoſe life was thus preſerved by 


* the gratitude of his ſchool- fellow, was afterwards the 


« ſtations init. 


X 


* _ j -_ 5 25 
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Tandem diſne matrem 
Tempeſti va jequi viro. 
Attend thy mother's heels no more, 
Now grown mature ſor man, and ripe for joy. 
e | CE : CREECH 


g Mr. Se Ec T AT OR, 


F father of a ſon, whom he lived to ſee promoted in the 
church, and who ſtill deſervedly fills one of the higheſt 


Hor. Od. 23. lib. 1. ver. Il, 


r 
| Am a young man about eighteen years of age, and 


have been in love with a young woman of the ſame 
age about this half year. I go to ſee her fix 
* days in the week, but never could have the happi- 


* neſs of being with her alone. If any of her friend 


are at home ſhe will ſee me in their company; but if 


they be not in the way, ſhe flies to her chamber. 
can diſcover no ſigns of her averſion; but either a 
fear of falling into the toils of matrimony, or a childiſh 
timidity, deprives us of aa interview apart, and drives 
us upon the difficult? of languiſhing out our lives in 


© fruitleſs expectation. Now Mr. SypECTATOR, if yo 


I | 


* think us ripe for oeconomy, perſuade the dear c:eature, 


© that to pine away into barrenneſs and deformity under 


« 
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a mother's ſhade, is not ſo honourable, nor does ſhe ap- 
« pear ſo amiable, as ſhe would in full bloom. - 
| {There is a great deal left out before he concludes.) 

Mr. SPECTATOR, 

your humble ſervant, 


Bob Harmleſs, | 
1. this Gentleman be really no more than eighteen, I 


muſt do him the juſtice to ſay he is the moſt know. 
ing infant I have. yet met with. He does not, I fear, 


yet underſtand, that all he thinks of is another woman; 


therefore, until he has given a further account of himſelf, 


the young Lady is hereby directed to keep cloſe to her 


I cannot comply with the requeſt in Mr. 7 rot's letter; 


but let it go juſt as it came to my hands for being ſo fami- 


| Har with the old Gentleman, as rough as he is to him. 
Since Mr. Trat has an ambition to make him bis farther- 
in-law, he ought to treat him with more reſpect; beſides 


his ſtile to me might have been more diſtant than he has 
thought fit to afford me: Moreover, his miſtreſs ſhall con- 

tinue in her confinement, until he has found out which 
word 1n his letter 1s not rightly ſpelt. 


Mr. SyEcCTATOR, St 
0 1 Shall ever own myſelf your obliged humble ſer- 
J vant for the advice you gave me concerning my 


dancing; which unluckily came too late: For, as I ſaid, 
] would not leave off capering until I had your opinion 
of the matter; was at our famous aſſembly the day 


before I received your papers, and there was obſerved 
by an old Gentleman, who was informed I had a re- 


| © ſpect for his daughter; told me I was an inſignificant 


« little fellow, and ſaid that for the future he would take 
care of his child; ſo that he did not doubt but to croſs 
my amorous inclinations. The Lady is confined to her 


chamber, and for my part I am ready to hang myſelf 9 


* with the thoughts that I have danced myſelf out of 


The SyECTAT OR, 
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| Never do pardon miſtakes by haſte, 


| * be a very well bred man. 
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favour with her father. I hope you will pardon the 


trouble I give; but ſhall take it for a mighty fa- 


* your, if you will give me a little more of your ad- 
* vice to put me 1n a right way to cheat the old dra+ 
gon and obtain my miſtreſs. I am once more, 
a „ Hon 3 
York, Feb. 23, your obliged humble ſervant, 
oo EL 0 3 
John Trot. 


Let me deſire you to make what alterations you 


| * pleaſe, and inſert this as ſoon as poſſible, Pardon 
_ * miſtakes by haſte. | | | : 


The SPECTATOR. 


Wy * IN - 2 Feb. 27, 1711-12, 
*DRAY be ſo kind as to let me know what you 
| eſteem to be the chief qualification of a good 


poet, eſpecially of one who writes plays; and yon 


will very much oblige, 


I R, your very humble ſervant, 


Te Srecrarox. 


Wire „ 3 5 
* Y7OU are to know that I am naturally brave, and 
' love fighting as well as any man in England. 
This galant temper of mine makes me extremely de- 
© lighted with battles on the ſtage. I give you this 


trouble to complain to you, that Nicelini refuſed to 
_ © gratify me in that part of the opera for which 1 have 


* moſt taſte. I obſerve it is become a cuſtom, that 


* whenever any gentlemen areparticularly pleaſed with 


2 a ſong, at their crying out Excore or Altro Vet, the 


performer is ſo obliging as to ſing it over again. 1 

vas at the opera the laſt time Hydaſpes was perſormed. 

At that part of it where the hero engages with the 
„„ M lion, 
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and at the ſame time ſo juſt a ſenſe of thatGentleman's 
intrepidity and conduct, that I could nat forbear de- 


in a very audible voice; and my friends flatter me, 
that I pronounced thoſe words with a tolerable good 


ever ſeen in my lite. Yet, notwithſtanding all this, 


there was fo little regard had to me, that the lion 
was carried off, and went to bed, without being kil- 


muſic ; ſo that during the long diſpute between them, 


« ful action repeated as another has a pleaſing ſound, 


« fince he only hears as I only ſee, and we neither of | Þ 


us know that there is any reaſonable thing a doing? 
Pray, Sir, ſettle the buſineſs of this claim in the au- 

dience, and let us know when we may cry Altro Volt 
* Anglict, again, again, for the future. I am an Es- 

+ oliſhman, and expect ſome reaſon or other to be gi- 
ven me, and perhaps an ordinary one may ſerve ; but 
I expect your anſwer, 1 e 


Jam, S IR, WE 
your moſt humble ſervant, 


Toby Rentfree. 


Mir. SpECTATOR, | =. Now. Uh - 


J WE muſt give me leave, amongſt the reſt of your 
4. 


female correſpondents, to addreſs you about an 


« affair which has already given you many a ſpecula- 
„tion; and which, I know, I need not tell you have 
| « had a very happy influence over the adult part of our 
 « ſex; But as many of us are either tco old to learn, ot 


too obſtinate in the purſuit of the vanities, which 
. have been bred up with us from our infancy, and all 
of us quitting the ſtage whilſt you are prompting us 


lion, the graceful manner with which he put that 
terrible monſter to death, gave me ſo great apleaſure, 


ſiring a repetition of it, by crying out, Altro Voltoz, 


accent, conſidering that was but the third opera I had 


led any more that night. Now, Sir, pray conſider [. 
that I did not underſtand a word of what Mr. Nzico/im | 
ſaid to this cruel creature; beſides, I have no ear for 


the whole entertainment I had was from my eyes; 
Why then have not I as much right to have a grace. | 


e „% „ ca ea a2 
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to act our part well; you ought, methinks, rather to 
turn your inſtructions for the benefit of that part of 
our ſex, who are yet in their native innocence, and 
ignorant of the vices and that variety of unhappineſſes 
that reign amongſt us. 1 
I muſt tell you, Mr. Srrerarox, that it is as 
much a part of your office to overſee the education 
of the female part of the nation, as well as of the 
male; and to convince the world you are not partial, 
pray proceed to detect the male - adminiſtration of go- 
verneſſes as ſucceſſively as you have expoſed that of 
pedagogues; and reſcue our ſex from the prejudice 
and tyranny of education as well as that of your 
own, who without your ſeaſonable interpoſition are 
like to improve upon the vices that are now in vogue. 
I who know the dignity of your poſt, as SyeEcTa-- 
rok, and the authority a ſkilful eve ought to bear in 
the female world, could not forbear conſulting you, 
and beg your advice in fo critical a point, as 1s that 
of the education of young gentlewomen. Having 
already provided my ſelf with a very convenient houſe 
in a good air, I am not without hope but that you 
will promote this generous deſign. I muſt farther 
tell you, Sir, that all who ſhall be committed to my 
conduct, beſides the uſual accompliſhments of the 


_ © needle, dancing, and the French tongue, ſhall not 
fail to be your conſtant readers. It is therefore my 


humble petition, that you will entertain the town in 
this important ſubject, and fo far oblige a ſtranger, 
© as to raiſe a curioſity and inquiry in my behalf, by 
* publiſhing the following advertiſement. 
J am, STR, . 
Jour conſtant admirer, | 
„„ , 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


| The bearding-/ſchool fer young gentlewemen, which cu 


Formerly kept on Mile-End-Green, being laid down, there 


it now one ſet up almoſt oppoſite to it at the two Golden- 


Balls, and much more cenvenient in every reſpect; aubere, 
„ | beſides 
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_evhere, be/cde the common inſlrudicns given to young gentle- 


avomen, they will be taught the whele art of paſtry and pre- . 
ſerving, with whatever may sender them accompliſbed. hi 
7 hoje who pleoſe to make trial of the vigilance and ability | hi 
of the perſons cencerned, may inquire at the two Golden-Balls 
en Mile-End-Green zear Stepney, where they will receive in 
further ſatisfaction. | „5 | fa 
Tris ts to give notice, that the SPECTATOR has talen yy 


upon him to be wviſitant of all boarding-ſchools, where young 
ewom n are educated ; and deſigns to proceed in the ſaid office 
after the ſame manner that the wiſitants of colicges do in the 
tao famous univerſities of this land. | 
All levers who awrite to the SPECTATOR, are Cefired to 
forbear one exprefſien which is in moſt of the letters to him, | 
either out of lazineſs, er want of invention, and is irue of nit 
above two thouſand women in the cube xrorld ; wiz. She 
has in her all that is valuable in woman. T 
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Nec deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nadus 
Inc ideri· Tr I ES - 
* | | : Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 191. 


Never preſume to make a God appear, 
But for a Buſineſs worthy of a God. 
| . „ Ros couuex. 
ryO RAC E adviſes a poet to conſider thoroughly 
H the nature and force of his genius. Mili 
- 4. {:ems to have known perfectly well, wherein his 
ftrength lay, and has therefore choſen a ſubject intirely 
conformable to thoſe talents, of which he was maſter. 
As his genius was wonderfully turned to the {ublime, 
kis ſubje& is the nobleſt that could have entered into 
the thoughts of man. Every thing that is truly gout 


1 
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and aftoniſhing, has a place in it. The whole ſyſtem 
of the intellectual world; the Chaos, and the creation; 
heaven, earth, and hell; enter into the conſtitution of 
his. poem. 5 9 85 | 
Having in the firſt and ſecond books repreſented the 
infernal world with all its horrors, the thread of his 
fable naturally leads him into the oppoſite regions of 


| bliſs and glory. 


If Milton's majeſty forſakes him any where, it is in 
thoſe parts of his poem, where the divine perſons are 


introduced as ſpeakers. One may, I think, obſerve, 


that the author proceeds with a kind of fear and trem- 
bling, whilſt he deſcribes the ſentiments of the Al- 
mighty. He dares not give his imagination its full 
play, but chooſes to confine himſeif to ſuch thoughts 
as are drawn from the books of the moſt orthodox di- 


vines, and to ſuch expreſſions as may be met with in 
ſcripture. The beauties therefore, which we are to 
look for in theſe ſpeeches, are not of a poetical nature, 
nor ſo proper to fill the mind with ſentiments of gran- 


deur, as with thoughts of devotion. The paſſions, 


which they are deſigned to raiſe, are a divine love and 


religious fear. The particular beauty of the ſpeeches 


in the third book, conſiſts in that ſhortneſs and perſpi- 
_ cuity of ſtile, in which the poet has couched the great- 
_ eſt myſteries of chriſtianity, and drawn together, in a 
regular ſcheme, the whole diſpenſation of Providence 


with reſpe&t to man. He has repreſented all the ab- 
ſtruſe doctrines of predeſtination, free-will and grace, 
as alſo the great points of incarnation and redemption, 


(which naturally grow up in a poem that treats of the 
fall of man) with great energy of expreſſion, and in 


a clearer and ſtronger light than I ever met with in 


any other writer. As theſe points are dry in them. 
_ ſelves to the generality of readers, the conciſe and clear 
manner in which he has treated them, is very much to 


be admired, as is likewiſe that particular art which he 


bas made uſe of in the interſperſing of all thoſe graces 


of poetry, which the ſubje& was capable of receiving. 
The ſurvey of the whole creation, and of every 
thing that is tranſacted in it is a proſpe& worthy of 
Omniſcience; and as much above that, in which Vg! 

| | M 3 | - as 
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has drawn his Jup:zer, as the Chriſtian Idea of the Su- 


preme Being is more rational and ſublime than that of 
the heathens. Ihe particular objects on which he is 


deſcribed to have caſt his eye, are repreſented in the 
moſt beautiful and lively manner. 


Now had th* A'mighty Father from cl e¼α ,,: 
From the pure Finpyrenn wore oe [ts 
High thren'd above all hcight ) bent down his eye, 
His oxen averss and their words at once to Views 
About him all the ſanctities of heut | 
Stood thick as flars, and from his ght receiv'd 
Beatitude paſt uit rauce: On his right 
T he radiant image of his glery ſet, 
E's only fon. Oncarth be fr ft bcheld 
Dur tao firſt parents, yet rhe only two 
Of mankiid, in the happy garden piac'd, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love; 
Uninter, upted joy, unrival'd lobe, 
In bliſsful jolitude. He then ſuruey dl! g 
Hell and the gulph between, and Satan there 
Co aſtiug the wall of heaw'n on this fide night, 
In the dun air ſublime ; and ready now 
To ftoop with awearied wings, and willing feet 
On the bare outſide of this world, that ſcem c 
Firm land imboſom d without firmament ; 
Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his proſpe& high, 
Wherein paſt, preſent, future he bebolds, 
Thus to his only ſon fereſeeing ſpake. 
Satan's approach to the confines of the creation is 
finely imaged in the beginning of the ſpeech which 
immediately follows. The effects of this ſpeech in the 


bleſſed ſpirits, and in the divine perſon to whom it was 
addreſſed, cannot but fill the mind of the reader with a 


| ſecret pleaſure and complacency. 


| Thus while God ſpake, ambrofial fragrance fill d 
All heav'n, and in the bleſſed ſpirits ele? 
Senſe of nexw joy ineffable diſſus l. 

Beyond compare the Son of God was ſeen 
Moft glorious ; in him all his Father ſhone 


 Subſtantlaly 
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Poetry is to relate ſuch circumſtances as may produce 
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Subftantial'y expreſs'd; and in his face 
Divine ccmpalſion vifibly appear'd, 
Lewe without end, and without meaſure grace. 


I need not point out the beauty of that circumſtance, 
wherein the wile hoſt of angels are repreſented as 
ſlanding mute; nor ſhew how proper the occaſion was 


to produce ſuch a filence in heaven. The cloſe of this 


Divine colloquy, with the hymn of angels that fol- 


lows upon it, are ſo wonderfully beautiful and poeti- 
cal, that I ſhould not forbear inſerting the whole paſ- 


ſage, if the bounds of my paper would give me leave. 


No ſooner had th) Almighty ceaſed, but all 
The multitude of angels with a foout ! 
(Loud as from numbers without number, ſaveet 
A, from bleſt voices) utt'ring joy, heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hoſannas fili d 

755 eternal regions; &c. &. 


- Star's walk upon the outſide of the univerſe, which 


at a diſtance appeared to him of a globular form, but, 


upon his nearer approach, looked like an unbounded 
plain, is natural and noble: As his roaming upon the 
| frontiers of the creation between that maſs of matter, 
which was wrought into a world, and that ſhapeleſs un- 


formed heap of materials, which till lay in chaos and 
confuſion, ſtrikes the imagination with ſomething aſto- 
niſhingly great and wild. I have before ſpoken of the 


Limbo of vanity, which the poet places upon this outer- 


moſt ſurface of the univerſe, and ſhall here explain my- 


ſelf more at large on that, and other parts of the poem, 
which are of the ſame ſhadowy nature. 5 


Ariſtotle obſerves, that the fable of an epic poem 


ſhould abound in circumſtances that are both cre- 


dible and aſtoniſhing; or as the French criticks chooſe 
to phraſe it, the fable ſhould be filled with the probable 
and the marvellous. This rule is as fine and juſt as 
any in Arifotle's whole art of poetry. x. 
If the fable is only probable, it differs nothing from 
a true hiſtory ; if it is only marvellous, it is no better 
than a romance. The great ſecret therefore of heroic 


M4 in 
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in the reader at the ſame time both belief and aſtonih. 
ment. This is brought to paſs in a well choſen fable, by 
the account of ſuch things as have really happened, or 
at leaſt of ſuch things as have happened according to 


the received opinions of mankind. Mzc/'s fable is 2 


maſter-piece of this nature; as the war in hasen, the 
condition of the fallen angels, the ſtate of inngcence, 


the temptation of the ſerpent, and the fail of man, though 


they are very aſtoniſhing in themſelves, are not only 
credible, but actual points of faith. 


The next method of reconciling miracles with cre- 


dibility, is by a happy invention of the poet; as in par. 
ticular, when he introduces agents of a ſuperior nature, 


who are capable of effecting what is wonderful, and 
what is not to be met with in the ordinary court of 


things. Uly/e&'s ſhip being turned into # rock, and 


Eneas's fleet into a ſhoal of Water-nymphs, though . | 
they are very ſurpriſing accidents, are nevertheleſs pro- 


bable when we are told that they were the gods who 


thus transformed them. It is this kind of machinery 
which fills the poems both of Homer and Virgil with ſuch 


_ circumſtances as are wonderful, but not impoſſible, and 


ſo frequently produce in the reader the molt pleaſing 


paſſion that can riſe in the mind of man, which 1s ad- 


miration. If there be any inſtance in the Zreid liable 


to exception upon this account, it is in the beginning of 
the third book, where /Zneas is — as tearin 
up the myrtle that dropped blo 


the country having pierced him with ſpears and arrows, 
the wood which was left in his body took root in his 


wounds, and gave birth to that bleeding tree. This 
_ circumſtance ſeems to have the marvellous without the 
probable, becauſe it is repreſented as proceeding from 
natural cauſes, without the interpoſition of any God, or 


other ſupernatural power capable of producing it. 


The ſpears and arrows grow of themſelves without ſo 
much as the modern help of an inchantment. If we 
look into the fiction of Milton's fable, though we find 
it full of ſurpriſing incidents, they are generally ſuited 


to our notions of the things and perions GE 
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To qualify this 
wonderful circumſtance, Polydorus tells a ſtory from the 
root of the myrtle, that the barbarous inhabitants of 
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and tempered with a due meaſure of probability. I 
muſt only make an exception to the Limbo of wani'y, 


with his epiſode of Sia and Death, and ſome of the ima- 
ginary perſons in his Chaos. Theſe paſſages are aſto- 


niſhing, but not credible ; the reader cannot ſo far im- 


poſe upon himſelf as to ſee a poſſibility in them ; they 
are the deſcription of dreams and ſhadows, not of things 
or perſons. I know that many criticks look upon the 
ſtories of Circe, Polypheme, the Sirens, nay the whole 
Odyfey and Iliad, to be allegories; but allowing this to 
be true they are fables, which conſidering the opinions 


of mankind that prevailed in the age of the poet, might 
_ poſſibly have been according to the letter. The per- 
ſons are ſuch as might have acted what is aſcribed to 
| them, as the circumſtances in which they are repreſent» 
ed, might poſſibly have been truths and realities. This 
'| appearance of probability is ſo abſolutely requiſite in 


e greater kinds of poetry, that Ariſtotie obſerves the 


ancient tragic writers made uſe of the names of ſuch 


great men as had aQually lived in the world, though 


the tragedy proceeded upon adventures they were 
never engaged in, on purpoſe to make the ſubje& more 


credible. In a word, beſides the hidden meaning of an 
epic allegory, the plain literal ſenſe ought to appear 
probable, The ſtory ſhould be ſuch as an ordinary 


reader may acquieſce in, whatever natural, moral or 


political truth may be diſcovered in it by men of greater 
penetration, 3 „Vn 

Satan. after having long wandered upon the ſurface, 
or 04:mcſt wall of the untverſe, diſcovers at laſt a wide 
gap in it, which led into the creation, and is deſcribed 
as the opening through which the angels paſs to and 
fro into the lower world, upon their errands to man- 


kind. His ſitting upon the brink of this paſſage and 
taking a ſurvey of the whole face of nature that ap- 


peared to him new and freſh in all its beauties, with 


the ſimile illuſtrating this circumſtance, fills the mind of 


the reader with as furpriſing and glorious an idea as 


any that ariſes in the whole poem. He looks down 
into that vaſt hollow of the univerſe with the eye, 


or (as Milton calls it in his firſt book) with the ken of 
an angel, He ſurveys all the wonders in this immenſe 
| | N am pitheatre 
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ampitheatre that lie between both the poles of heaven, and 


takes in at one view the whole round of the creation. 
His flight between the ſeveral worlds that ſhined on 


every fide of him, with the particular deſcription of the 


ſun, are ſet forth in all the wantonneſs of a luxuriant 
imagination. His ſhape, ſpeech and behaviour upon his 
transforming himſelf into an angel of light, are touched 
with exquiſite beauty. The poet's thought of directing 
Satan to the ſun, which in the vulgar opinion of man- 
kind is the moſt conſpicuous part of the creation, 
the placing in it an angel, is a circumſtance very 
- finely contrived, and the more adjuſted to a poetical 


probability, as it was a received doctrine among the 


moſt famous philoſophers, that every orb had its /ntell;. 


gence; and as an apoſtle in ſacred writ is ſaid to have 
| ſeen ſuch an angel in the ſun, In the anſwer which this 
angel returns to the diſguiſed evil ſpirit, there is ſuch a a 
becoming majeſty as is altogether ſuitable to a ſuperior 
Being. The part of it in which he repreſents himſelf as 
preſent at the creation, 1s very noble in itſelf, and not 
only proper where it is introduced, but requiſite to 
prepare the reader for what follows in the ſeventh book. 


I. ſaw when at his avord the formlaſi maſs, 
This world's material mculd, came to a heap : 
Cenſiſion heard his voice, and wild uproar 
Stood ru d, flood va infinitu.le confin'd ; 
Til at his ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 
Light ſhone, & c. 3 Fs 


In the following part of the ſpeech he points out 
the earth with ſuch circumſtances, that the reader can 


ſcarce forbear fancying himſelf employed on the ſame _ 


_ diſtant view of it. 


| Look downward on the globe whoſe hither fide 
With light from hence, tho* but reflected, ſhines; 

T hat place is earth, the ſeat of man, that light 
H, day, &c. ES | 


I muſt rot conclude my reflexions upon this third 
book of Paradi/e Loft, without taking notice of that ce- 
| lebrated complaint of Million with which it opens, and 


which certainly deſerves all the praiſes that have been 


siven 


EE SI ( . t . 
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iven it; though as I have before hinted, it may rather be 


Tooked upon as an excreſcence, than as an eſſential part 


of the poem. The ſame obſervation might be applied 


to that beautiful digreſſion upon hypocriſy, in the mm 


book. | 


| BERNE UNE NEU Mk OMe wept Mee Nee ee Be RENEE 
No 316 Monday, March 3. 


Libertas; que ſera tamen reſpexit inertem. 

| EE, | Virg. Ecl. 1. ver. 28, ; 

Freedom, which came at length, tho? flow to come. 

= Da TD ER. 
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more pleaſure for the reality of its complaints, 
this may have reaſon to hope for a favourable ac- 
ceptance; and if time be the moſt irretrievable loſs, 


0 1 you ever read a letter which is ſent with the 


the regrets which follow will be thought, I hope, the 


*-moſt juſtifiable. The regaining of my liberty from a, 


long ſtate of indolence and inactivity, and the defire 


of reſiſtiug the farther incroachment of idleneſs, make 
me apply io you; and the uneaſineſs with which I 
« recollect the pat years, and the apprehenſions with 
* which I expe& the future, ſoon determined me to it. 
Idleneſs is jo general a diſtemper, that I cannot but 


imagine a ſpeculation on this ſubje& will be of 
_ © univerſal uſe. There is hardly any one perſon without 


* ſome allay of it; and thouſands beſides myſelf ſpend 
more time in an idle uncertainty which to begin firſt 


of two affairs, than would have been ſufficient to have 
* ended them both. The occaſion of this ſeems to be 


© the want of ſome neceſſary employment, to put the 


_ © ſp'tits in motion, and awaken them out of their le- 
_* thargy: If I had leſs leiſure, J ſhould have more; 
for | ſhould then find my time diſtinguiſhed into por- 


* tions, ſome for buſineſs, and others for the indulging 
of pleaſures; But now one face of indolence 'over- 
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* ſpreads the whole, and I have no land-mark to direct 


«* myſelf by. Were one's time a little ſtraitned by buſi- | 


«* neſs, like water incloſed in its banks, it would have 
* ſome determined courſe; but unleſs it be put into 
* ſome channel it has no current, but becomes a de- 
© luge without either uſe or motion. N 

When Scanderbeg Prince of Epirus was dead, the 
* Turks, who had but too often felt the force of his arm 


in the battles he had won from them, imagined that 


© by wearing a piece of his bones near their heart, they 
_ ©* ſhould be animated with a vigour and force like to 


* that which inſpired him when living. As I am like 
© to be but of little uſe whilſt I live, I am reſolved to 


© do what good I can after my deceaſe; and have ac- 


cordingly ordered by bones to be diſpoſed of in this 
manner for the good of my countrymen, who are 


troubled with too exorbitant a degree of fire, All 


be brought to endure their beds in a morning, and 
perhaps even quit them with regret at ten: Inſtead of 


from their own thoughts, a chair or achariot would 


be thought the moſt defirable means of performing a 
remove from one place to another. I ſhould be a cure 


motion, and cauſe her always to give her approbation 
to the preſent place ſhe is in. , fine, no Egyptian 


de to theſe feveriſh conſtitutions, to repreſs: the vio- 
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weight and repoſe, 
I can ſtifle any violent inclination, and oppoſe a 
torrent of anger, or the ſolicitations of revenge, with 
ſucceſs. But indolence is a ſtream which flows ſlowly 
on, but yet undermines the foandation of eve: y vir- 
tue. A vice of a more lively nature were a more de- 
firable tyrant than this rut af the mind, which gives 
a tincture of its nature to every action of ones life. 
It were as little hazard to be toſt in a ſtorm, as to lie 
thus perpetually becalmed: And it is to no purpoſe to 
have within one the ſeeds ofa thouſaud good qualities, 
mm] ; 


* 3 4 
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fox-hunters, upon wearing me, would in a ſhort time | 


hurrying away to teize a poor animal, and run away 


for the unnatural deſire of John Tret for dancing, and 
a ſpecifick to leſſen the inclination Mrs. Fidget has to 


mummy was ever half ſo uſeful in phyſick, as | ſhould 


lent ſallies of youth, and give each action its proper 


2 
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if we want the vigour and reſolution neceſſary for 
the exerting them. Death brings all perſons back 


to an equality; and this image of it, this ſlumber of 


the mind, leaves no difference between the greateft 
enius and the meaneſt underſtanding : A faculty of 
1 things remarkably praiſe-worthy thus concealed, 
is of no more uſe to the owner, than a heap of gold 
to the man who dares not uſe it. | 
* To-morrow is till the fatal time when all is to be 
recti fied: To-morrow comes, it goes, and ſtill I pleaſe 
myſelf with the ſhadow, whilſt I loſe the reality; un- 
mindful that the preſent time alone 1s ours, the fu- 
ture is yet unborn, and the paſt is dead, and can only 
live (as parents in their children) in the actions it 
has produced. 15 


The time we live ought not to be computed by the 


number of years, but by the uſe has been made of it; 


thus it is not the extent of ground, but the yearly 


rent which gives the value to the eſtate. Wretched 
and thoughtleſs creatures, in the only place where 
covetouſneſs were a virtue we turn prodigals! No- 
thing lies upon our hands with ſuch — nor 
has there been ſo many devices for any one thing, as 
to make it ſlide away inperceptibly and to no pur- 


poſe, A ſhilling ſhall be hoarded up with care, 


whillt that which is above the price of an eſtate is flung 
away with diſregard and contempt. There is nothing 
now-a-days ſo much avoided, as a ſolicitous improve- 
ment of every part of time; it is a report muſt be 
ſhunned as one tenders the name of a wit and a fine. 
genius, and as one fears the dreadful charaAer of a 
laborious plodder: But notwithſtanding this, the 
greateſt wits any age has produced thought far other- 
wiie; for who can think either Socrates or Demoſthenes 
loſt any reputation, by their continual pains both in 
overcoming the defects and improving the gifts of 


nature. All are acquainted with the labour and aſſi- 
* duity with which T#/!y acquired his eloquence. Seneca 


iin his letters to Lacelius aſſures him, there was not a 


day in which he did not either write ſomething, or read 
* and epitomize ſome good author; and I remember 


* P:inz in one of his letters, where he gives an account 


of 
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of the various methods he uſed to fill up every va- 
cancy of time, after ſeveral employments which he 


enumerates ; ſometimes, ſays he, I hunt; but even 


then I carry with me a * book, that whilſt my 


ſervants are buſied in diſpoſing of the nets and other 
matters, I may be employed in ſomething that may 
be uſeful to me in my ſtudies; and that if I miſs of my 


game, I may at the leaſt bring home ſome of my 


own thoughts with me, and not have the mortifica- 


tion of having caught nothing all day. 


„Thus, Sir, you ſee how many examples I recal to 


mind, and what arguments I uſe with myſelf, to re- 


gain my liberty: But as I am afraid it is no ordinary 


perſuaſion that will be of ſervice, I ſhall expect your 


thoughts on this ſubject, with the greateſt impacience, 
eſpecially ſince the good will not be confined to me 


alone, but will be of univerſal uſe. For there is no 


hopes of amendment where men are pleaſed with , 
their ruin, and whilſt they think lazineſs is a defirable 
character: Whether it be that they like the ſtate itſelf, 
or that they think it gives them a new luftre when 
they do exert themſelves, ſeemingly to be able to do 
that without labour and application, which others 
attain to but with the greateſt diligence. 5 


Jan, SI X, 


uur na obliged bumble ſervant, 


Samuel Slack. 


 CilyTanDERoCLleEONE. 


a ea a:« &@ 


E:miſſion to love you is all that I defire, to con- : 
quer all the difficulties thoſe about you place 
in my way, to ſurmount and acquire all thoſe quali- 


fications you expect in him who pretends to the ho- 
nour of being, _ ; my 
| Madam, 


your moſt bumble ſervant, 


” 2  CLYTANDER, 


"Tueſday, 


3 


Jo 


and reputation. 
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Se eee eee eee 
Ne 3 17 | Tueſday, March 4. 


* 


m——fruges conſumere nati. = | 
TI jj For. Ep. 2. lib. 1. ver. 27, 
— horn to drink and eat. _  Canxxcn, 
\ Uguſtus, a few moments before his death aſked 
A his friends, who ſtood about him, if they 
thought he had acted his part well; and upon 


receiving ſuchan anſwer as was due to his extraordinary 


merit, let me then, ſays he, go off the fage with your 


_ afplauſe; uſing the expreſſion with which the Roman 


actors made their Exit at the concluſion of a dramatick 
piece. I could wiſh that men, while they are in health, 
would confider well the nature of the part they are en- 


gaged in, and what figure it will make in the minds of 
thoſe they leave behind them: Whether it was worth 
coming into the world for; u hether it be ſuitable to a 


reaſonable Being; in ſhort, whether it appears graceful 


In this life, or will turn to an advantage in the next. 


Let the ſycophant, or buffoon, the ſatiriſt, or the good 
companion, conſider with himſelf, when his body 


| ſhall be laid in the grave, and his ſoul paſs into another 
ſtate of exiſtence, how much it would redound to his 


praiſe to have it ſaid of him, that no man in England 
eat better, that he had an admirable talent at turning 


his friends into ridicule, that no body out-did him at 
an ill- natured jeſt, or that he never went to bed before 


he had diſpatched lis third bottle. Theſe are, however, 


very common funeral orations, andelogiums on deceaſed 


perſons who have acted among mankind with ſome figure 


But if we look into the bulk of our ſpecies, they 
are ſuch as are not likely to be ſememb ed a moment 


after their diſappearance. They leave behind them no 
traces of their exiſtence, but are forgotten as though 
they had never been, They are neither wanted by the 

3 ** 
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oor, regretted by the rich, nor celebrated by the 


earned. They are neither miſled in the commonwealth, 
nor lamented by private perſons. Their actions are of 
no fignificancy to mankind, and might have been per- 
formed by creatures of much leſs dignity than thoſe 
who are diſtinguiſhed by the faculty of reaſon. An 


eminent French author ſpeaks ſomewhere to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe; I have often ſeen from my chamber- 
window two noble creatures, both of them of an erect 


countenance and endowed with reaſon. Theſe two 
intellectual Beings are employed from morning to night, 


in rubbing two ſmooth ſtones one upon another; that 


is, as the vulgar phraſe is, in poliſhing marble. 


My friend, Sir Ax DpREW FrEePORT, as we were 

fitting in the club laſt night, gave us an account of a 
ſober citizen, who died a few days ſince. This honeſt 
man being of greater conſequence in his own thoughts, 


than in the eye of the world, had for ſome years paſt 
kept a journal of his life. Sir Ax pREW ſhewed us one 


week of it. Since the occurrences ſet down in it mark 


cout ſuch a road of action as that I have been ſpeaking 
of, I ſhall preſent my reader with a faithful copy of 


it; after having firſt informed him, that the deceaſed 


| perſon had in his youth been bred to trade, but finding 

| Rimſelf not fo well turned for buſineſs, he had for ſe- 

voeral years laſt paſt lived altogether upon a moderate 
annuity. „ 


Monpar, Eight o clock. I put on my clothes, and | 


walked into the parlour, 


Nine o'clc ditto. Tied my knee-ſtrings, and waſhed 


> my hands. „ | | 
 Heurs ten, eleven and twelve. Smoked three pipes 
of Virginia, Read the Supplement and Daily Courant. 


Things go ill in the north. Mr. Nys opinion there- 


upon. 


One ocleck in the afternecn. Chid Ralph for miſlay ing 


. my tobac co- box. 


Tuo o'clock, Sat down to dinner. Mem. Too many 


plumbs and no ſuet. 
Fron three to four. Took my afternoon's nap. 


8 


I 
' 


1 09 Reo ee FTA Py _ DM. 


92 


SS. w” & or 65 0. t 0 


| 


N 317 THE SPECTATOR. 28. 
From Jow to * Walked into the fields. Wind, 
8. S. E. 


From fix to ten. At the club. Mr. Nify's opinion 


about the peace. 


Ten o'cleck. Went to bed, ſlept ſound. 


TurzDar, BEING Hoivar, Eight o check. 


Roſe as uſual. 


Nine o'cleck.. Waſhed hands and face, ſhaved, put 
on my double, ſoaled ſhoes. 

Ten, eleven, twelve. Took a walk to Jing 

One. Took a pot of mother's Cob's mild. 

get ꝛccen tau and three. Returned, dined on a knuc- 
kle of veal and bacon. Mem. Sprouts wanting. 

Three. Nap as uſual. 
From four to fix. Coffee-houle. Read the news. A 
diſh of twiſt. Grand Viſier ſtrangled. E 

From ſix to ten. At the club, Mr. N; 5 account 


of the Great Turk. 


Ten, Dream of the Grand Viſier. Broken ſleep. 


WepnesDAY, Fight o chick. Tongue of my | 
7 reg wh broke. Hands but not face. i 
Nine, Paid off the butcher's bill. Mem. To be al- 


lowed for the laſt leg of mutton. 


Ten, eleven. At the coffee-houſe. More work i in the 


north. Stranger in a black wig aſked me how ſtocks 


went. 
From tæuelve to one. Walked in the fields. Windt to 
the ſouth. 
From one to two. Smoked a pipe and an half. 
Two. Dined as uſual. Stomach good. 
Three. Nap broke by the falling of a pewter diſh, 
Mem. Cook-maid in love, and grown careleſs. 
From four to fix. At the coffee-houſe. Advice from 


Smyrna that the Grand Visier was firſt of all ſtrangled, 


and afterwards beheaded. 
Six o'clock in the evening. Was half an hour in the | 


club before any body elſe came. Mr. Ni/by of opinion 


that the Grand Viſier was not ſtrangled the ſixth inſtant. 

Ten at night. Went to bed, Slept without waking 
until nine next mornin 8: 5 
Tu URSBAY, 
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TruRrSsDAY, nine o'clock. Staid within until two 
o' clock for Sir Timc;by Who did not bring me my an- 
nuity according :9 his promiſdG. 5 
| Tao in the af ernocn. Sat down to dinner. Loſs of 
appetite, Small- beer four. Beef over-corned. 
| Three, Could not tive my nap. ; | 
Four and five. Gave Nip a box on the ear. Turned 


off my cook-maid. Sc:t 4 meſſenger to Sir Tiny. 


Mem. I did not go to tlie club to-night. Went to bed 
at nine o'clock. LT _ 


_ Farivay, Paſſed the morning in meditation upon Sir 
Timothy, who was with me a quarter before twelve. 
Twelve o'clock, Boug!lit a new head to my cane, and 
a tongue to my buckle, Drank a glaſs of purl to re- 
, 

DTavo and three, Dined, and ſlept well. 


From four to fix, Went to the coffee-houſe. Met Mr. 


Nifty there. Smoked ſeveral pipes. Mr. Ny of opi- 

nion that laced coffee is bad for the head. Fn 
Six clock. At the club as ſteward. Sat late. N 
Tavelve o'clack. Went to bed, dreamt that I drank 
ſmall- beer with the Grand Viſier. | 


| SaTurDay, Waked at eleven, walked in the fields, 


. 

Twelve. Caught in a ſhower. 
. Tae. Mr. My dined with me. Firſt courſe, mar- 
row - bones; ſecond, ox-cheek, with a bottle of Brooks 
and Hellier, - EE 


Three o'clock, Overſlept myſelf. 


| Six. Went to the club. Like to have fallen into a 


gutter. Grand Viſier certainly dead. Cc. 


I queſtion not but the reader will be ſurpriſed to find 
the above-mentioned journaliſt taking ſo much care of a 
life that was filled with ſuch inconſiderable actions, and 
received ſo very ſmall improvements; and yet, if we look | 
into the behaviour of many whom we daily converſe 
with, we ſhall find that moſt of our hours are taken 


One in the afternoon, Returned home, and dried my- 
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up in thoſe three important articles of eating, drinking, 


and ſleeping. I do not ſuppoſe that a man loſes his 


time, who 1s not engaged in publick affairs, or in an 
illuſtrious courſe of action. On the cantrary, I believe 
our hours may very often be more profitably laid out in 


| ſuch tranſactions as make no figure in the world, than 


in ſuch as are apt to draw upon them the attention of 
mankind. One may become wiſer and better by feveral 


methods of employing one's ſelf in ſecrecy and ſilence, 
and do what is laudable without noiſe or oſtentation. 
I would, however, recommend to every one of my 
readers, the keeping a journal of their lives for one 
week, and ſetting down punRually- their whole ſeries | 
of mo 
of ſelf-examination would give them a true ſtate of 
themſelves, and incline them to con ſider ſeriouſly what 
they are about. One day would r the omiſſions 
t 


uring that ſpace of time. This kind 


of another, and make a man weigh all thoſe indifferent 


actions, which, though they are eaſily forgotten, muſt 
certainly be accounted for. —— 5 


r 8878225882888 
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— — 707 omnia fofſumus omnes. : : 
| ls | Virg. Ecl. 8. ver. 63. 


With different talents form'd, we variouſly excel. 


A Certain vice which you have lately attacked, 
5 A 


has not yet been conſidered by you as growing 
ſo deep in the heart of man, that the affecta- 


tion outlives the practice of it. You muſt have ob- 
_ © ſerved that men who have been bred in arms preſerve | 


to the moſt extreme and feeble old age a certain dar- 


ing in their aſpect: In like manner, they who have 


© paſſed their time in galantry and adventure, keep up, 
* as well as they can, the appearance of it, and carry a 
| | | petu- 
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* petulant inclination to their laſt moments. Let this 


6 
4 
4 
„ 


4 


® a „ 244 * n f a 6 6.42 a «a a 


». 


_ * ferve for a preface to a relation I am going to give 


you of an old beau in town, that has not only been 
amorous and a follower of women in general, but 
alſo, in ſpite of the admonition of gray hairs, been 


from his fixty-third year to his preſent ſeventieth, in 
an actual purſuit of a young Lady, the wife of his 


friend, and a man of merit. The gay old E/calus 
has wit, good health, and is perfectly well-bred ; but 


from the faſhion and manners of the court when he 
wa: in his bloom, has ſuch a natural tendency to 
amorous adventure, that he thought it would be an 


endleſs reproach to him to make no uſe of a familia. 
rity he was allowed at a Gentleman's houfe, whoſe 
good-humour and confidence expoſed his wife to the 
addreſſes of any who ſhould take it in their head to 


do him the good office. It is not impoſlible that 
Eſcalus might alſo reſent that the huſband was par- 
ticularly negligent of him; and though he gave many 
intimations of a paſſion towards the wife, the huſband 
either did not ſee them, or put him to the contempt 
* mean time Jabella, for 


of overlooking them. In 
ſo we ſhall call our heroine, ſaw his 2 and re- 
Joiced in it as a foundation for much di 

2 of indulging herſelf in the dear delight 
of being admired, addreſſed to, and flattered, with no 
ill conſequence to her reputation. This Lady is of a 
free and diſengaged behaviour, ever in good-humour, 


ſuch as is the image of innocence with thoſe who are 


innocent, and an encouragement to vice with thoſe 


who are abandoned. From this kind of carriage, 


and an apparent approbation of his galantry, E/calus 


had frequent opportunities of laying amorous epiſtles 


in her way, of fixing his eyes attentively upon her 


action, of performing a thouſand little offices which 
are neglected by the unconcerned, but are ſo many 
approaches towards happineſs with the enamoured. 
It was now, as is above hinted, almoſt the end of 
the ſeventh year of his paſſion, when Eſcalus from ge- 
neral terms, and the ambiguous reſpect which crimi. 


nal lovers retain in their addreſſes, began to bewail 
that his paſſion grew too violent for him to — ay 
5 ee OS © longer 


verſion, and an 


- 


Ne 318 THE SPECTATOR. 285 


© longer for his behaviour towards her, and that he 
hoped ſhe would have conſideration for his long and 
patient reſpect, to excuſe the motions of a heart now 
no longer under the direction of the unhappy owner 
of it. Such for ſome months had been the language 
of E/calus both in his talk and his letters to //abella; 
* who returned all the profuſion of kind things which 
© had been the collection of fifty years with / muſt not 


Hear you ; you will make me Jag that you are a Gentle- 


man; I would not willingly loſe you as a friend; and the 
* like expreſſions, which the ſkilful interpret to their 
* own advantage, as well knowing that a feeble denial 
© is a modeſt aſſent. I ſhould have told you, that 
* I/abella, during the whole progreſs of his amour, 
* communicated it to her huſhand; and that an ac- 
count of Eſcalus's love was their uſual entertainment 
after half a day's abſence: Jabella therefore, apon 
© her lover's late more open aſſaults, with a ſmile told 


© her huſband ſhe could hold out no longer, but that 


© his fate was now come to a criſis. After ſhe had ex- 
* plained herſelf a little farther, with her huſband's 
* approbation ſhe proceeded in the following manner, 


The next time that EZ/co/us was alone with her, and 


repeated his importunity, the crafty 7/abella looked 
© on her fan with an air of great attention, as confider- 
© ing of what importance ſuch a ſecret was to her; and 
© upon the repetition of a warm expreſſion, ſhe looked 
at him with an eye of fondneſs, and told him he was 
< paſt that time of life, which could make her fear he 
would boaſt of a Lady's favour ; then turned away he: 
© head, with a very well acted confuſion, which fa- 
voured the eſcape of the aged Ficalus. This adven- 
ture was matter of great pleaſantry to 1/abel'a and her 


* ſpouſe; and they had enjoyed it two days before / 
_ © calus could recolle& himſelf enough to form the fol- 
_ © lowing letter, C oets: 


r 5 . 5 
” WET happened the other day, gives me a 


lively image of the inconſiſtency of human 


b paſſions and inclinations. We purſue what we are 


& denied, and place our affections on what is abſent, 
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c though we neglected it when preſent. As long as you 


« refuſed my love, your refuſal did fo ſtrongly excite 
* my paſſion, that I had not once the leiſure to think of 
« recalling my reaſon to aid me againſt the deſign upon 
your virtue. But when that virtue began to comply 


« in my favour, my reaſon made an effort over my 


ce love, and let me ſee the baſeneſs of my behaviour in 


< attempting a woman of honour. I own to you, it 
« was not without the moſt violent ſtruggle, that 1 


c gained this victory over myſelf ; nay, I will confeſs 


* my ſhame, and acknowledge I could not have pre- 
ec yailed but by flight. However, Madam, I beg that 


« you will believe a moment's weakneſs has not de- 
4 ſtroyed the eſteem I had for you, which was con- 
« firmed by ſo many years of obſtinate virtue. You 
„ have reaſon to rejoice that this did not happen with- 
4 in the obſervation of one of the young fellows, who 


e would have expoſed your weakneſs, and gloried in 


& his own brutiſh inclinations. 


; „ Jour moſt devoted humble ſervant. 
© T/abella, with the help of her huſband, returned the 


«© following anſwer. 
1 


« F Cannot but account myſelf a very happy wo- 


oc man, in having a man for a lover that can write 


« ſo well, and give ſo good a turn to a diſappointment. 

Another excellence you have above all other preten- 
% ders I ever heard of; on occaſions where the moſt. 

<< reaſonable men loſe all their reaſon, you have yours 


„ moſt powerful. We are each of us to thank our 
genius that the paſſion of one abated in proportion 
«« as that of the other grew violent. Does it not yet 
„ come into your head to imagine, that I knew my 
% compliance was the greateſt cruelty I could be guilty 


« of towards you? In return for your long and faithful 


* paſſion, I muſt let you know that you are old enough 
© to become a little more gravity; but if you will 


leave me and coquet it any where elſe, may your miſ- 


« treſs yield. 


P ISABELLA. 
45 — 5 8 jd Thurſday, 
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Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nodo? 3 
N os Hor. Ep. 1. lib. 1. ver. go. 
What chain can hold this varying Proteus faſt ? 
| LS . CE EEH. 


juſtice to the age, and have taken care as much as 
poſſible to keep myſelf a neuter between both 
ſexes. I have neither ſpared the Ladies out of complai- 


1 Haveſendeavoured in the courſe of my papers, to do 


ſance, nor the men out of partiality ; but notwithſtand- 

ing the great integrity with which I have acted in this 

particular, I find myſelf taxed with an inclination to 
favour my own half of the ſpecies. Whether it be that 


the women afford a more fruiiful field for ſpeculation, 
or whether they run more in my head than the men, I 


cannot tell, but I ſhall ſet down the charge as it is la:d 


againſt me in the following letter, 


Mr, SPECTATOR, | 3 
I Always make one among a company of young ſe- 
males, who peruſe your ſpeculations every morn- 
ing. Iam at preſent commiſſioned by our whole 
* aſlembly to let you know, that we fear you are a 
little inclined to be partial towards your own ſex. We 
* muſt however acknowledge, with all due gratitude, 
that in ſome caſes you have given us our revenge on 
* the men, and done us juſtice. We could not eafily 
have forgiven you ſeveral ftrokes in the diſſection of 
the Coqucite's heart, if you had not much about the 
* ſame time made a ſacrifice to us of a Beau's ſeull. 
© You may further, Sir, pleaſe to remember, that not 
long ſince you attacked our hoods and cummodes in 
* ſuch a manner, as, to uſe your own expreſſion, made 
very many of us aſhamed to ſnew our heads. We 


© mull, the: efore, beg leave to repreſent to you, that ve 


are in hopes, if you would pleaſe to make a due in- 
; : ; 0 — 
quiry, 
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« quiry, the men in all ages would be found to have 
* been little leſs whimſical in adorning that part, than 
* ourſelves. The different forms of their wigs, to- 
e —.— with the various cocks of their hats, all 
© flatter us in this opinion. 

I had an humble ſervant laſt ſummer, who the firk 
time he declared himſelf was in a full-bottomed wig ; 


| © but the day after, to my no ſmall ſurpriſe, he accoſted 
me in a thin natural one. I received him, at this our 


| © ſecond interview, as a perfect ſtranger, but was ex- 


© tremely confounded, when his ſpeech diſcovered who 


© he was, I reſolved, therefore, to fix his face in my 


© memory for the future; but as I was walking in the 


park the ſame evening, he appeared to me in one of 
© thoſe wigs that I think you call a Night-cap, which 


© had altered him more effectually than before. He af. 


© terwards played a couple of black riding wigs upon 
me, with the ſame ſucceſs; and in ſhort afumed a 


new face, almoſt every day in the firſt month of his 


1 Err 


© I oblerved 3 that the variety of 5” 


into which he moulded his hat, had not a little 
contributed to his impoſitions upon me, 

Vet as if all theſe ways were not ſuffcient to dif. 
© tinguiſh their heads, you muſt doubtleſs, Sir, have 
© obſerved, that great numbers of young fellows have, 


© for ſeveral months laſt paſt, taken upon them to wear 


© feathers. 


We hope, therefore, that theſe may, with as mock 


« juſtice, be called Jadian Princes, as you have ftiled a 


Woman in a coloured hood an Tadian Queen; and 


that you will in due time, take the e ary n. 
jnto conſideration. 


We the more earneſtly beg chat vou would put a 
© ſtop to this practice, ſince it has already loſt us one of 


the moſt agrceable members of our ſociety, who after 
© having refuſed ſeveral good eſtates, and two titles, 
was lured from us laſt week by a Mee or gh 


I am ordered to preſent you the reſpects of our 


1 whole company, and am, 
| SIR, Jour Very Fama 3 


DcrRixnDa, 


Note, 


, / SS 026 
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in his way. 
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Note. The perſon wearing the feather, though our friend 
took him for an officer in the guards, has proved to be an ar- 


rant linen-draper. 


I am not now at leiſure to give my opinion upon the 


hat and feather; however to wipe off the preſent im- 


utation, and gratify my female correſpondent, I ſhall 


here print a letter which I lately received from a man of 


mode, who ſeems to have a very extraordinary genius 


= Preſume I need not inform you, that among men 
Jof dreſs it is a common phraſe to ſay Mr. Such a 


one has ſtruck a bold ſtroke; by which we underſtand, 
* that he is the firſt man who has had courage enough to 
© lead up a faſhion. Accordingly, when our tailors take 
* meaſure of us, they always demand auhether ave will 


© have a plain ſuit, or ſ ike a bold ſtrole. I think I may 


* without vanity ſay, that I have ſtruck ſome of the boldeſt 
and moſt ſucceſsful ſtrokes of any man in Great Bri- 
* tain, I was the firſt that ſtruck the long pocket about 
* two years ſince; I was likewiſe the author of the froſted 
button, which when I ſaw the town came readily in- 


to, being reſolved to ſtrike while the iron was hot, I 


* produced much about the ſame time the ſcallop flap, 
the knotied cravat, and made a fair puſh for the filver- 
* clocked ſtocking. 5 

A few months after I brought up /e nodiſb Jaclet, 
* or the coat with cloſe ſleeves. I ſtruck this at firſt in 
* a plain Doily; but that failing, I ſtruck it a ſecond time 


in blue c#.nblet; and repeated the ſtroke in ſeveral 


* kinds of cloth, until at laſt it took effect. There are 


two or three young fellows at the other end of the town, 


* who have always their eye upon me, and anſwer me 


ſtroke for ſtroke. I was once ſo unwary as to mention 
my fancy in relation to a new-faſhioned Surtout before 


* one of theſe Gentlemen, who was diſingenuous enough 


do ſteal my thought, and by that means prevented my 


intended ſtroke. SEE 1 8 
© have a deſign this ſpring to make very conſide- 


Vor. IV. © | N 


table innovations in the waſtecoat; nnd have already 


* 
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begun with a C:up d. ſai upon the ſleeves, which has ſuc- 
_ © ceeded very well. 


I muſt further inform you, if you will promiſe to en. 
© courage or at leaſt to connive at me, that it is my deſign 
to ſtrike ſuch a ſtroke the beginning of the next month, 


as ſhall ſurpriſe the whole town. 


I do not think it prudent to acquaint you with all 
the particulars of my intended dreſs; but will only 


« tell you as a ſample of it, that L ſhall very ſpeedily 
appear at White's in a cherry- coloured hat. I. took this 


years laſt paſt. 
J am, Sir, | 
your moſt ebedient, 291 zumble — 5 


Will Sprightly. 


 Thave not time at preſent t to make any reflexions on this 
E letter, but muſt not however omit, that having ſhewn it to 
Witt Hong vcoun, he deſires to be CITES with 
the Gentleman who writ it. X 


TE He- e | 


Ne goo. e March 7. 


kd 


-non pronuba juno, 
Non Si adeft, non illi gratia lecto: 


1 2 * LOT UI — 
Ovid. Met. lib. 6.1 ver. 428. | 


| Nor Hymen, nor the graces here preſide, 


| 2 to befriend the blooming bride; 
But fhends with fun'ral brands the Ar led, 
And furies waited at the + genial bed. Czox ai. 


Mr. Spacraren, 3 


:® O U have given many kinds 3 in your papers to Es 
9 1 the diſadvantage of perſons of your own ſex, 
c 


= who lay plots upon women. Among other 
* hard words you have publiſhed the term Maw _— 


hint from the Ladies hoods, which I look upon as 
the boldeſt ſtroke that ſex has ſtruck for theſe — 8 


=_ 


\ Lo 
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and been very ſevere upon ſuch as give themſelves the 


liberty of a little dalliance of heart, and playing fa& 


and looſe, between love and indifference, until perhaps 
an eaſy young girl is reduced to ſighs, dreams and 


tears; and languiſnhes away her life for a careleſs cox- 


comb, who looks aſtoniſhed, and wonders at ſuch an 
effect from what in him was all but common civility. 


Thus you have treated the men who are irreſolute in 


marriage; but if you deſign to be impartial, pray be 
ſo honeſt as to print the information I now give you, 
of a certain ſet of women who never coquet for the 
matter, but with an high hand marry whom they 
pleaſe to whom they pleaſe. As for my part, I ſhovid 


not have concerned myſelf with them, but that I un- 
derſtand I am pitched upon by them, to be married, 


againſt my will, to one I never ſay in my life. It has 


been my misfortune, Sir, very innocently, to rejoice 
in a plentiful fortune, of which J am maſter, to be- 


ſpeak a fine chariot, to give direction for two cr thice 
handſom ſnuff- boxes, and as many ſuits of fine clothes 3 


but before any of theſe were ready, I heard reports 
of my being ro be married to two or three different 


voung women. Upon my taking notice of it to a 
young Gentleman who is often in my company, he 
told me ſmiling, I was in che inquiſition. You may 


believe 1 was not a little ſtartled at what he meant, and 


more fo when he afced me if J had beſpoke any thing 


of late that was five, I told him ſeveral ; upon which 


he produced a deſcription of my perſon from the tradeſ- 
men whom I had employed, ard told me that they 
had certainly informed againſt me. Mr. S FEC Ya“ 
TOR, Whatever the world may think of me, I am 
more coxcomb than fool, and I grew very inquiſitive 
upon this head, not a little pleaſed with the novelty. 
My friend told me, there were a certain ſet of u- 


men of faſhion, 'whereof the number of fix made 4 


committee, who fat thrice a wees, under the title of 
The inquiſition on maids and bachelcrs. It ſecms, ven- 
ever there comes ſuch an unthinking gay thing as m- 
ſelf to town, he muſt want all manner of neceſflttes, 


or be put into the inquiſi:ion by the writ ttadeſman 
e - Las 5 he - - 
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 * he employs. They have conſtant intelligence. with 
cane ſhops, perfumers, toy men, coachmakers; and china- 
houſes. From theſe ſeveral places, theſe undertakers 
for marriages have as conſtant and regular correſpon- 
dence, as the funeral-men have with vintners and apo- 
thecaries. All backelors are under their immediate 
inſpection, and my friend produced to me a report 
given into their board, wherein an old uncle of mine 
who came to town with me, and myſelf, were in- 
ſeited, and we ſtood thus; the uncle ſmoky, rotten, 
poor; the nephew raw, but no- fool, ſound at preſent, 
very rich. My information did not end here, but 
my friend's advices are ſo good, that he could ſhew 
me a copy of the letter ſent to the young Lady who 
is to have me; which | incloſe to you. e 


ANadum, SS 1 ; 
"T His is to let you know, that you are to be mor- 

ried to a beau that comes out on Thurſday fix in 
tle evening. Be at the park. You cannot but know 
a virgin fop; they have a mind to look ſaucy, but are 
out of countenance. The board has denied him to ſeveral 
good families. I wiſh you joy. 1 


YT. us Ia "I LY 


Corinna. 


What makes my correſpondent's caſe the more de- 
plorable, is, that as I find by the report from my cen- 
| ſor of marriages, the friend he ſpeaks of is employed 
by the inquiſition to take him in, as the phraſe is. Af. 
ter all that is told him, he has information only of one 
woman that is laid for him, and that the wrong one; 
for the Lady commiſſioners have devoted him to ano- 
ther than the perſon aganſt whom they have employed 
their agent his friend to alarm him. The plot is laid 
ſo well about this young Gentleman, that he has no 
friend to retire to, no place to appear in, or part of the 
kingdom to fly into, but he muſt fall into the notice, 
and be ſubje& to the power of the inquifition. They 
| have their emiſſaries and ſubſtitutes in all parts of this 
united kingdom. The firſt ſtep they uſually take, is to 
fiad from a correſpondence, by their meſſengers and 
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whiſperers, with ſome domeſtick of the bachelor (who 


is to be hunted into the toils they have laid for him) 
what are his manners, his familiarities, kis good qualities 
or vices; not as the good in him is a recommendation, 


or the ill a diminution, but as they affect or contribute 
to the main inquiry, what eſtate he has in him? When 
this point is well reported to the board, they can take 
in a wild roaring fox-hunter, as eaſily as a ſoft, gende 


young fop of the town. The way is to make all places 
uneaſy to him, but the ſcenes in which they hate 
allotted him to act. His brother Luntſmen, bottle com- 


panions, his fraternity of ſops, ſhall be brought into the 
conſpuacy againſt him. Then this matter is not laid 
in ſo barefaced a manner before him as to have it in- 


timated, Mrs. Such a one would make bim a very pro- 


per wife; but by the force of their corteſpondence they 


' ſhall make it (as Mr. Huller ſaid of the marriage of the 
darfs) as impracticable to have any woman beſides ter 
they deſign him, as it would have been in Adam io 
have refuſed Eve. The man named by the commiſſion 
for Mrs. Such a one, ſhall neither be in faſhion, nor dare 


ever to appear in company, ſnoold he attempt to evade 
their determination. ; On 
The female ſex wholly govern domeſtick life; and 
by this means, when they think fit, they can ſow cifien- 
fions between the deareſt friends, nay, make father and 
ſon irreconcilable enemies in ſpite of all the ties of grati- 
tude on one part, and the duty of protection to be paid 


on the other. The Ladies of the inquiſition underſtand 
this perfectly well; and where love is not a motive to a 


man's chooſing one whom they allot, they can with ve: v 
much art, inſinuate ftories to the diſadvantage of bis 
honeſty or courage, until the creature is too much di- 
pirited to bear vp againſt a general ill reception, which 
he every where meets with, and in due time falls into 


their appointed wedlock for ſhelter. I have a long let- 
ler bearing date the fourth inftant, which gives me a 
large account of the policies of this court; and find there 


is now before them a very refractory perſon who has 
eſcaped all their machinations for two years Jalt pat: 
But they have prevented two ſucceſſive matches which 

EE N 3 — — 
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| were of his own inclination, the one, by a report that 


his miſtreſs was to be married, and the very day ap- 
pointed, wedding-clothes bought, and all things ready 


for her being given to another; the ſecond time by in - 
Enuating to all his miſlreſs's friends and acquaintance, 
that he had been falſe to ſeveral other women, and the 


like, The poor man is now reduced to profeſs he de- 
figns to lead a ſingle life; but the inquiſition give out to 
all his acquaintance, that nothing is intended but the 
Gentleman's own welfare and happineſs. When this is 


urged he talks ſtill more humbly, and proteſts he aims 


only at a life without pain or reproach; pleaſure, ho- 
'Bour, and riches, are things for which he has no taſte. 


But notwi:hſtanding all this and what eiſe he may defend 
| himſelf with, as that the Lady is too old or too young, 
of a ſuitable humour, or the quite contrary, and that ie 
is im poſſible they can ever do other than wrangle from 
June to January, every body tells him all this is ſpleen, 
aud he muſt have a wife; while all the members of the 
iyquiſition are unanimous in a certain woman for him, and 
they think they altogether are better able to judge, than 


de or any other private perſon whatſoever. 


= T- nd. Temple, March 3, 1711, 
.« Y7 OUR Speculation this day on the ſubject of idle- 
J 0 neſs has employed me, ever ſince | read it, in 


ſorrowful reflexions on my having loitered away the . 


© term (or rather the vacation) of ten years in this place, 
and unhappily ſuffered a good chamber and ſtudy to 
Le idle as long. My books (except tho'e I have taken 
to ſleep upon) have been totally neglected, and m 
Lord Coke and other venerable authors were never 

{lighted in their lives. I ſpend moſt of the day at a 
neighbouring coffee houſe, where we have what I may 


with our ſtockings about our heels, and ſometimes but 
one on. Our ſalutation at entrance is a yawn and a 
ſtretch, and then without more ceremony we take our 
place at the lolling table; where our diſcourſe is, what 
I fear you would not read out, therefore ſhall not in- 


e d „ e 


ert. But J aflure you, Sir, I heartily lament this 4 4 


call a lazy club, We gererally come in night-gowns, A 
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of time, and am now reſolved (if poſũble, with dou- 
ble diligence) to retrieve it, being effectually awakened 
© by the arguments of Mr. Sack out of the ſenſeſeſs 


© flupicity that has ſo long poſſeſſed me. And to demon- 


© {irate that penitence accompanies my confeſſion, and con- 
* ſtancy my reſolutions, I have locked my door for a year, 
* and deiire you would let my companions know I am not 


1 n ] am with great reſpect, 


Sir, your meſi obedient Shinn 


. . N. B. 


We 321 Saturday, March 8. 
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ec fa F poke 45 — res Aw 
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 99 · 


"Tis not enough a poem 's finely writ; 
It muſt affect and captivate the ſoul. 


T HO SE, who know how many * dare 5 


written on the poems of Hemer and Virgil, will 
eatily pardon the leugtu of my diſcourſe upon 


Miion. The Paradiſe Left is looked upon by the beſt 


judges, as the greateſt production, or at leaſt the nobleſt 
work of genius in our language, and therefo.e deſerves 
to be ſet before an Engli/h reader in its full beauty. For 


| this reaſon, though I have endeavoured to give a general 
idea of its graces o and imperfections in my ſix firſt papers, 
I thought myſelf obliged to beſtow one upon every book 


in particular. The füſt three books I have already dif- 


| patched, and am now entring upon the fourth. I need 
not acquaint my reader that there are multitudes of 


beauties in this great author, eſpecially in the deſcrip- 
tive parts of this poem, which I have not touched upon, 


it being my intention to point out thoſe only, which 


appear to me the moſt exquiſite, or thoſe which are not 


| fo name: to ordinary readers. Every one that has read 


— 
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the critics who bave written upon the OM ey, the lliad, 


aud the /ZEncid, knows very well, that though they agree 


ia their opinions of the great beauties in thoſe poems, 
they have nevertheleſs each of them diſcovered ſeveral 
matter-ſrokes, which have eſcaped the obſervation of 
the reſt, In the ſame manner, I queſtion not, but any 
writer, who ſhall treat of this ſubje& after me, may find 

_ ſeveral beauties in Millon, which | have not taken no- 

_ tice of, I muſt likewiſe obſerve, that as the greateſt 


_ maſters of critical learning differ among one another, 


as to ſome particular points in an epic poem, I have 
not bound myſelf ſcrupulouſly to the rules which any 
one of them has laid down upon that art, but have taken 
the liberty ſometimes to join with one, and ſometimes 


with another, and ſometimes to differ from all of them, 


when | have thought that the reaſon of the thing was oa 


my fide. | 
We may conſider the beauties of the fourth book un · 


der three heads. In the firſt are thoſe pictures of ſtill- 


| life, which we meet with in the deſcription of Ee, 


Paradiſe, Adams bower, c. In the next are the ma- 
chines, which comprehend the ſpeeches and behaviour 


of the good and bad angels. in the laſt is the con- 


duct of Auam and Eve, who are the principal actors in 


the poem. 


I the deſcription of Paradi/e, the poet has obſerved 
Ariſiatle's rule of laviſhing all the ornaments of diftien 


on the weak unactive paits of the fable, which are not 
ſupported by the beazty of ſentiments and characters. 
Accordingly the reader may obſerve, that the expreſſi--ns 
are more florid and elaborate in theſe deſcriptions, than 


in molt other parts of the poem. I muſt further add, that 
though the Draauiags of gardens, rivers, rainbows, and 


the like dead pieces of nature are juſtly cenſured in an 
heroic poem, when they run out into an unneceſſary length; 


the deſcription of Paradiſe would have been faulty, had 
not the poet been very particular in it, not only as it is 


the ſcene of the principal action, but as it is requiſite to 
give us an, idea of that happineſs from which our firſt 


parents fell The plan of it is wonderfully beautiful, 


and formed upon the ſhort ſketch which we have of it in 


holy 


IVY 
_ 
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holy writ. Milion's exuberance of imagination has poured 


forth ſuch a redundancy of ornaments on this ſeat of hap- 
pineſs and innocence, that it would be endleſs to point out 


each particular. | 


1 muſe not quit this head, without further obſerving, 


that there is ſcarce a ſpeech of Adam or Eve in the whe 


poem, wherein the ſentiments and allyſions are not taken 
from this their delightful habitation. The reader, during 
their whole courſe of action, always finds himſelf in the 


walks of Paradiſe. In ſhort, as the critics have remarked, 


that in thoſe poems wherein ſhepherds are actors, the 


thoughts ought always to take a tincture from the woods, 
fields, and rivers, ſo we may obſerve, that our firſt parents 


ſeldom loſe ſight of their happy ſtation in any thing 


they ſpeak or do; and, if the reader will give me leave 
to uſe the expreſſion, that their thoughts are always Para- 
; diſiacal. 98 8 | | 0 


We are in the next place to conſider the machines ef 
the fourth book. Satan being now within proſpect of 
Eden, and looking round upon the glories of the crea- 


tion, is filled with ſentiments different from thoſe which 
he diſcovered whilſt he was in hell. The place inſpires 


him with thoughts more adapted to it: He reflects up- 
on the happy condition from whence he fell, and breaks 


forth into a ſpeech that is ſoſtncd with ſeveral tranſient 

touches of remorſe and ſelf-accuſation: But at length 
he confirms himſelf in impeni:ence, and in his deſign of 

 gdrawing man into his own ſtate of guilt and miſery. This 


conflict of paſſions is raiſed with a great deal of arr, 
as the opening of his ſpeech to the {un is very bold and 


O chen that with ſurpaſſing glory crown'd, 
1.914 ft frem thy fole deminion like the Ged 
0; thi; urav avorld; at whoſe fig ht all the lars 
Iſde thiir diminiſh'd heads; io thee I call, 
Bt wh no friendly voice; and add thy name 
() fun! to teil thee he u hate thy beams, 
| That bring io my remembrance fi om what ſlate 
! re, bow picriews once above thy ſphere, 


Ng This 
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This ſpeech is I think, the fineſt that is aſcribed to Sa- 
tan in the whole poem. The evil ſpirit afterwards pro- 
ceeds to make his diſcoveries concerning our firſt parents, 
and to learn after what manner they may be beſt attacked. 
His bounding over the walls of Paradi/e; his ſitting in 
the ſhape of a cormorant upon the tree of life, which 
Rood in the centre of it, and overtopped all the other trees 
of the garden; his alighting among the herd of animals, 
which are ſo beautifully repreſented as playing about 


Acam and Eve, together with his transforming himſelf 


into different ſhapes, in order to hear their converſation ; 


are circumſtances that give an agreeab'e ſurpriſe to the | 
reader, and are deviſed with great art, to connect that 


ſeries of adventures in which the poet has engaged this 
artificer of fraud. BH. | 


The thought of Satan's transformation into a cormorant, 


and placing himſelf on the tree of life, ſeems raiſed up- 


on that paſſage in the Iliad. where two deities are de-. 
| ſcribed, as perching on the top of an oak in the ſhape of 


 vulcures. 


His planting himſelf at the ear of Ewe under -the 


form of a toad, in order to produce vain dreams and 
imaginations, is a circumſtance of the ſame nature; as 
his ſtarting up in his own form is wonderfully fine 
both in the literal deſcription, and in the moral which 
is concealed under ir. His anſwer upon his being diſ- 


covered, and demanced to give an account of himſelt, ” 


is conformable to the pride and intrepidity of his cha- 
Know ye wi then, ſaid Satan, fill'd with ſcorn, 
Know ye not me] ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there futing where yu durſt not ſear 3 
Net to know me argues yourſelves unknowng 
The loweſt of your thrang —— 


| Zephun's rebuke, with the influence it had on Satan, 


is exquiſitely graceful and moral. Satan is atierwards | 


led away to Gabriel, the chief of the guardian angels, 


who kept watch in Paradiſe. His difdainful behaviour 


on this occaſion is ſo remarkable a beauty, that the moſt 
ordinary reader cannot but take notice of it. Gabriels 
| „ | diſcovering 
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diſcovering bis approach at a diſtance, is drawn with great 
firength and livelineſs of imagination. 


3 


O friends, J hear the tread of nimble feet 

Haſting this way, and now by glimp/e diſcern 

Ithuriel and Zephon through the ſhade, 
And with them comes a third of regal port, 
But faded ſplendor wan; who by bis gate 
And fierce demeanor ſeems the prince of hell : 
Net likely to part hence without conteſt >: 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance low'rs. 


The conference between Gabriel and Satan eme 9 


wich ſentiments proper for the occaſion, and ſuitable to 


the perſons of the two ſpeakers. Satan clothing him- 
ſelf with terror when he prepares for the combat is 
truly ſublime, and at leaſt equal to Homer's deſcription 
of Diſcord celebrated by Lenginus, or to that of Fame 
in Virgil, who are both repreſented with their feet ſtand- 


ing upon the earth, and their heads reaching above the 
clouds. . | eee * 


While thus le (pake, th angelick ſquadron bright. 
Turn'd fiery red, ſharp'ning in meoned horus 
Their phalanx, and began ta hem him round 
With ported ſpears, &C. 

—On i} other fie Satan alarm'd, 
Collecting all his might dilated jicod 
Like Teneriff, or Atlas, unremov'd : 
His ſtature reacb'd the fry, and en bis creſt 
Sat herror plum'd; — | | 
I muſt here take notice, that Mallon is every where full 
of hints and {ometimes literal tranſlations, taking from the 
greateſt of the Greek and Latin poets, But this I may re- 


ſerve for a diſcourſe by itſelf, becauſe I would not break 
the thread of theſe ſpecula tions, that are defigned for Fng- 


1:5 readers, with ſuch reflexions as would be of no ule 


put to the learned. 


I muſt however obſerve in this place, that the breaking 
off the combat between Gabriel and Satan, by the bang- 
ing out of the golden ſcales in heaven, is a refinemert up- 


on Homer's thought, who tells us, that before the batte 


betweea 
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between HeAor and Achilles, Jupiter weighed the event of 


it in a pair of ſcales. The reader may the whole paſ- 


ſage in the 22d Iliad. 3 | 
Virgil. before the laſt deciſive combat, deſcribes Ju- 


piter in the ſame manner, as weighing the fates of Turnus 


and eat. Milton, though he fetched this beautiful 
_ circumſtance from the /had and Zneid, does not only 


inſert it as a poctical embelliſhment. like the authors 
above-mentioned ; but makes an artful uſe cf it for the 


proper carrying on of his fable, and for the breaking 
off the combat between the two warriors, who were up- 
on the point of engaging. To this we may further 
add, that Milton is the more juſtified in this paſſage, as 


we find the ſame noble allegory in holy writ, where a 
wicked prince, ſome few hours before he was aſſaulted 
and ſlain, is ſaid to have been queighed in the ſcales, and 


to have been found wanting. 

I muſt here take notice under the head of the machines, 
that Urze/”s gliding down to the earth upon a ſun-beam, 

with the poet's device to make him de/cend, as well in his 


return to the ſun, as in his coming from it, is a prettineſs 
that might have been admired in a little fanciful poet, 


but ſeems below the genius of Milton. The deſcription 


of the hoſt of armed angels walking their nightly round : 


in Paradi/e, is of another ſpirit. 


_— ſaying, on he led bis radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon; : 


as that account of the hymns which our firſt parents 
uſed to hear them fing ia theſe their midnight walks, 


is altogether divine, and inexpreſſibly amuſing to the 
Imagination. 3 1 | 3 
We are, in the laſt place, to conſider the parts which 


Aaam and Ewe att in the fourth book. The deſcription 


of them, as they firſt appeared to Satan, is exquiſitely 
drawn, and ſufficient to make the fallen angel gaze upon 


them with all that aſtoniſhment, and thoſe emotions of 


envy, in which he is repreſented. 
Tao of far nobler ſhape erect and tall, 
Co- lie ere! wwith native kenour clad 
| In naked majeſty, ſeem'd lords if al; a 


| a> 
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And worthy ſcem d: for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker ſhone, 
Truth, auiſdom, ſanctitude ſevere and pure; 
Severe, but in true filial freedom plac d. 
For contemplation he and valour form'd, 
Fier ſeftneſi ſhe and faveet attractive Seine 3 ; 
He for God only, ſhe for God in him. 
His fair large front, and eye ſublime, declar'd 
Abſolute rule; and Hyacinthin /ocks 
Round from bis parted forelock manly hun 
Cluft'ring, but not beneath his ſhoulders Feat, 
She, as à weil, down to her ſlender waſte 
Her unadorned golden trefſes wore = 
| Di/-ſhevePd, but in wanton ringltts world, 
So paſi d they naked on, nor Sun d the fight 
Of God or angel, for they thought no ill: 
So hand in hand they 7204 the — ax 
That ever ſince in lowe's embraces met. 


There is a fine ſpirit of poetry in as lines which fol- 
low, wherein they are deſeribed as ſitting on a bed of 
flowers by the fide of a fountain, amidſt a mixed aſſembly 1 


of animals. 


The ſpeeches of theſe two firſt lovers flow equally 


from paſſion and ſincerity. The profeſſions they make 


to one another are full of warmth; but at the ſame time 


founded on truth. ln a word, * are 1 galantries of 
Paradiſe. ER : 


Sole partner and 2 part 4 all theſe joys, ee 
Dearer thvſelf than all; ES 
But let us ever praiſe him, and extol 

His bounty, following our delightful taſk, a 

To trune thoſe growing plants, and tend theſe flow" rs : 
Which auere it toilſomo, yet with thee auere ſweet. 

To whom thus Eve reply d. O thou for whem, 

* And from whom I wwas form d. fleſp of +4 fleſh, 


Asad without whom am to no end, my guide | 
And head, what thou haſt jaid is juſt and right, 
For awe to him indeed all praiſes owe, 

And daily thanks; I chiefly, who enjoy 


- 


302 Tur SpECTAToR N* 34 
So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 

Preeminent by ſo much odds, awhile thou 

Like conſort to thyſelf canſt no where find, &c. 


The remaining part of Eve's ſpeech, in which ſhe gives 


an account of herfelf upon her firſt creation, and the man- 
ner in which ſhe was brought to Adam, is I think as beau- 
_ tiful a paſſage as any in Milton, or perhaps in any other 
poet whatſoever. Theſe paſſages are all worked off with 
| fo much art, that they are capable of pleaſing the moſt de- 
licate reader, without offending the moſt ſevere. 


That day I oft remember, when from ſleep, &c. 
A poet of leſs judgment and invention than this great 


author, would have found it very difficult to have filled 

| theſe tender paris of the poem with ſentiments proper for 

a a ſtate of innocence; to have deſcribed the warmth of 
love, and the profeſſions of it, without artifice or hyper- 
bole; to have made the man ſpeak the moſt endearing 
things, without deſcending from his natural dignity, and 
the woman receiving them without departing from the 
| modeſty of her character; in a word, to adjuſt the peroga- 
tives of wiſdom and beauty, and make each appear to the 


other in its proper force and lovelineſs. 'I' his mutual 


ſubordination of the two ſexes is wonderfully kept up 
in the whole poem, as particularly in the ſpeech of Ze I 
have before mentioned, and upon the concluſicn of it in 


the following lines. 


So ſpake eur general mother, ard <vith eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreproved, 

And meek ſurrender, balf embracing land 
On our fir/t father ; half her ſauciling preaj? 
| Naked met bis under the flowing geld 
Of her leorfe træſt: hid; be in delight 
Both of her beauty and ſubmiſſive charms 
| SmiPd with ſuperior love. 


The poet adds, that the devil turned away with eavy 


at the fight of ſo much happinelss _ 
We have another view of our firſt parents in their even- 


ing diſcourſes, which is full of pleaſing images and ſenti- 


ments ſuitable to their condition and characters. The 
n | ſpeech 


: in; 


| No 


ſpe 
an 


ſuf 


evi 
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ſpeech of Eve, in particular, is dreſſed up in ſuch a ſoft 

and natural turn of words and ſentiments, as cannot be 

ſufficiently admired. 
I ſhall cloſe my reflexions upon this book, with obſerv- 


: ing the maſterly tranſition which the poet makes to their 
evening worſhip in the following lines. 7 


Thus at their ſhady lodge, arriv'd, both flood, 

| Both turn d, and under open cy, ador'd 
The God that made both ſky, air, earth, and heav ny 
Which they beheld, the moon's reſplendent globe, 

| And flarry pole: Thou alſo mad'ſt the & x VY 
Maker omnipotent, and thou the day, Oc. 


Moſt of the modern heroick poets have imitated the an- 
cients in beginning a ſpeech without premiſing, that the 
perſon ſaid thus or thus; but as it is eaſy to imitate the 
ancients in the omiſſion of two or three words, it requires 


Judgment to do it in ſuch a manner as they ſhall not be 


. miſled, and that the ſpeech may begin naturally without 


them. There is a fine inſtance of this kind oat of Homer, 
in the twenty-third chapter of — 15 | ww RE 


THE 7 1 
1 1 


A. 


Cademy for politics, Number 305. The regulations 
A of it, Oc. ibid. 


Admiration, ſhort-liv'd, N. 256. 

Age. A comfortable old age, the reward of a well-ſpent 

Youth, N. 260. 

| Agrecable man, who, N. 280. | 

Ambition, never ſatisfy*d, N. 256. The end of it, N. 256. 
The effects of it in the mind, N. 256. ſubjects us to 


many troubles, N. 257. The true object of a lau- : 
dable ambition, ibid. | 


Appetites the incumbrantes of old age, N. 260. 
Ariſtotle, his definition of an intire aclion of epic poe- 
try, N. 267, His ſenſe of the greatneſs of the aQtion 
in a poem; his method of examining an epic poem, 
N. 273. An obſervation of that critic's, ibid. One of 
the beſt logicians in the world, N. 291. His divi- 
ſion of a poem, N. 297. Another of his obſervati- 
ons, ibid. His obſervation on | the fable of an epic 
poem, N. 315. 
Art F critici/m, the SpeBator? s account of that Poem „ 
N. 253. 
| 2 at preſent void of common "WY N. 2 5 
Auguſtus, his requeſt to his friends at his death, N. 31 7. 


B. 


EA U's head, the diſſection of one, N. 275. 
Beauty in a virtuous woman makes ker more vir. 
tuous, N. 302. 
Bills of mortality, the uſe of them, N. 289, 
 Boccalini, his animadrerfions apon Critics, N. 201. 


Cajars 


5 


The IN D z x. 
C. 


C. (Fulius) a frequent faying of his, N. 256. 


Calamities, the merit of ſuffering patiently under 
them, N. 312. 
Camillus, his de portment to o his ſon, N. 263. 
Canidia. an antiquated beauty, deſcribed, N. 301. 
Capacriies of childien not duly regarded in their edu- 
cation, N. 307. 
Cerſor of marriages, N. 308. = 
Charity-Schools, great inſtances of a public ſpirit, - . 
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Caviue, proving padde * any aber ſtudies, became 
aà celebrated mathematician, N. 307. 5 
Compariſons in Hemer and Matou, — by monſieur 


Botleau again m ouſie ur Perrault, N. 303. 


Coquerte's heart diſſ:cted, N. 281. 
Coeverley (Sir Reger & bis return to town, and converſa- 


tion with the Spedator in Gray's-[nn * N. mw 
His intended generoſity to his widow, N 8 1 g 
1. 


Courtllup, the pleaſanteſt part of a man's life, 
Credit undone with a whiſper, N. 329. 


Criminal love, ſome account of the ſtate of it, N. 274. 


Critic, the | Mens wy to a ** one, N. 291. 


D. 


\ Eath, deaths of eminent perſons, the moſt i improve 5 
ing paſſages in hiſtory, N. 289. 


Decency, nearly related to virtue. N. 292 
Decency of behaviour, generally tranſgreſſed, N 292. . 
Delicacy ; the difference betwixt a true and falſe deliccys | 


N. 286. The ſtandard of it, 76:4. 
Dependents, objects of compaſſion, N. 282. 


Dirt Mather, a new tragedy, recommended * the Cpece 
luutor, N. 


E. | 
\ Ating, drinking and keeping, with the ** of . 
people, the three important articles of liſe, N. 317. 


Education; whether the education at a public ſchool, or 
under a private tutor, be to be preferred, N. 313. The 


— of a public education, ibid. 


The INDEX. 


Elizabeth, (Queen) her medal on the defeat of the Spaniſh 
Arnada, N. 293. 

Emilia, an excellent woman, her character, N. 302. 
Envy; the abhorrence of envy, a certain note of a great 
mind, N. 253. 


Eyes; the prevailing influence of the eye inflanced 3 in ſe- 
veral — N. 25 2. 


F. 
Nabe of a drop of water, 203-.. | 
| Fame, the difficulty of obtaining and oreſerving it 
5 , 255. The inconveniences attending the deſire of it, 
ibid. 
Fop, what ſort of perſons deſerve that character, N. 280. | 
Fortune often unjuſtly complained of, N. 28 2. To be con- 
trolled by nothing but infinite wiſdom, N. 293. | 
Fortune-ltealers, who they are that ſet up for ſuch, N. 


311. Diſtinguiſhed from fortune-hunters, ibid, 
2 885 N. 288. DT | 


lf of fortune, more valued than they ought to be, ; 
294. | 
| >. — Man what form of it the moſt n N. 287, 
Gracefulneſs of action, the excellency of it, N. 292. 
| Greets and Romans, the different methods obſerved by them 
ia * 2 of their children, N. 31 3. 


H. 


ones excellence in the multitude and variety of 


his characters, N. 273. He denegerates ſometimes 
into burleſk, N. 279. 

Honeycomb (Will) his great ;nfight i into galantry, N. 265. 
His application to rich widows, N. 311. 
Hoods, coloured, a new enten. N. 265. 


I. 


3 TANE (Mirs.) 2 great pickthank, N. 272. 

Idleneſs, a great diſtemper, N. 316. | 

Jeſuits, their great ſagacity in — the talent of a 

oung ſtudent, N. 307. 

In olence, = enemy to virtue, N. 316. 5 
NE Journal, 


at 


* 


The IN DE X. 


Journal, a week of a deceaſed citizen's journal preſented 


by Sir Andrew Freepert to the Speator's club, N. 317. 
The uſe of ſuch a journal, ibid. N 


.us; the great artifice of Irus, N. 264. | 


K 


1— the main foorces of it, N. 287. 


L 


E (Bartholomew) his petition to the Spectator, 
N. 33 | | W 


++ | | | | | wh 
Letters to the Spectator; from Mary Heartfree, deſer ibing 


the powerful effects of the eye, N. 252. From Bar- 
bara Crabtree, to know if ſne may not make uſe of a 
cudgel on her ſot of a huſband, ibid. from a Lawyer 
Whoſe wife is a great orator, ibid. from Lydia to Har- 
riot, a Lady newly married, N. 254. Harriot's anſwer, 
ibid. to the Spectator, from a Gentleman in love with 
a beauty without fortune, ibid. from Ralph Crotchet, 
for a Theatre of Eaſe to be erected, N. 258. from Mr. 
Clayton, &c. ibid. from Fack Aſterday, an old bachelor, 
who is grown dead to all other pleaſures but that of 
being worth 50000 J. N. 260. from a lover, with an 
incloſed letter to his humourſom miſtreſs, ibid. from 
a father diſcourſing on the relative duties betwixt parents 
and their children, N. 263. from a mother to her un- 
dutiful ſon, 161d. the Son's anſwer, ibid. to the Spec2a- 
tor, from Richard Eftcourt, with one incloſed from Sir 
Reger de Coverley, N. 264. from James Eaſy, who had 
his noſe abuſed in the pit, N. 268. from 4. B. on the 
mercenary views of perſons when they marry, ibid. 
from Anthony Gape, who had the misfortune to run his 
noſe againſt a poſt, whilſt he was ſtaring at a beauty, 
ibid. from about the new-faſhioned hoods, ibid. 
from one at Oxford in love with Patetia, ibid. from Tom 
Trippit, on a Greek quotation in a former Speclator, N. 
271. from C. D. on Sir Roger's return to town, ibid. 
from S. T. who has a Showw in a box of a man, a wo- 
man, and a horſe, ibid. from Cleanthes, complaining of 
Mrs. Jane, an old maid, and a pickthank, N. 272. 
from wich an incloſed letter from a bawd to a rer! 


The InDE x. 

J. ord N. 274. from Frank Courtley, reproving the Spcc- 
 taror for ſome freedoms he had taken, N. 276. fron! 
Celia incenſed at a Gentleman, who had named the 
words lu/ty Fellow in her preſence, ibid. from Pacella, 
kept by an old bachelor, i4;2. from Hezei:ah Bread. 


brim, accuſing the Spe2ator, for not keeping i is word, 


ibid. from Teraminta on the airival of a mada oiſelie 
_ eompletely dreſſed from Paris, N. 277. from Betty 
_ Cre/s-flirch the owner of madamoi elle, id. from a ſnop- 
| keeper whoſe wife is too learned For him, N. 278. 


from Fierinda, who writes for the Sfeetator's advice 


in the choice of a huſhand, after ſhe is married, 16:4. 

from Ciayton, &c. on the ſame ſubject with their farmer 
letter, 26:4. from Jenny Simper, complaining of tle 
_ Clerk of the parich who has.overdeckt the church with 

greens, N. 282. from the clerk in his own jultifica- 

tion, N. 284. from—:oncerning falſe delicacy, N. 285. 
from Philobrun- of Cambridge, inquiring which is the 
moſt beautiful, a fair ar a brown complexion, 76,4. from 
| Melainia on Male ili, N. 288. from Peter Muteux 
who from an author is turned dealer, ibid. from George 
Povel who is to play the part of Oreftes, in a new tra- 
| pedy called The Diftreſt Mother, 290. from Sophia. to 
know if the Gentleman ſhe ſaw in the park with a ſhort 
face was the Spectutor, ibid. The Spe4ator”s anſwer, 
ibid. To the Spectator from Jezebel a woman poor ard 
proud, N. 292. from Jeſiab Fribb.e on pin-money, N. 
295. from J. N advifing the Sperdator to prefix no 
more Greek mottoes to his papers, N. 295. from Aurel a 
- Careleſs, concerning the uſe of the window in a beauti- 
ful Lady, ibid. from Eupbues deſiring the Specater's 
advice, ibid. from Suſannah Levelane. againſt lam- 
pooners, ibid. fiom Charity Frejl, ibid from John Trot, 
ibid. from Chaſtitz Lovexuortb, on the general notion 
men have of the other ſex, N. 298, from Sir John Eu- 
ville, married to a woman of quality, N. 299. from 


Siſannab Love worth, on the behaviour of married 


people before company, N. 300. from Philanthropos, 
on the terms of converſation with the Fair Sex. ibid. 
from Miranda on valetudinary friendſhip, ibid. from 
D. G. thanking the SpeFator for his criticiſm on Mil- 
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ton, ibid. to Chloe from her lover, giving her an ac- 
count of his dreams, N. 301. from Clitander, a ſilent 


lover, N. 304. from Partheniſ/a, whoie face is damaged 


by the ſmall-pox, N. 306. from Corinna to Amilcar, 


on the ſame occaſion, ibid. Amilcar's anſwer, ibid. from 
—on the education of children, N. 307. from Mules 
Palfrey, with a project for the better regulating of 


matches, N. 308. from a tradeſman married to a woman 
of quality, ibid. from Reader Gentle on a new paper 
called The H:/torian, ibid. from Elizabeth Sweepſtakes 


- complaining of John Trot the Dancer, ibid. from Biddy 
| Doughbake, who having been bid to love cannot un- 
love, N. 310. from Dick Lowefick in love with a Lady, 


whoſe fortune will not pay off his debts by 5co J. ibid. 


from a diſcarded lover, with a letter to him from his 
| miſtreſs, and his anſwer, ibid. from Ph:ilanthropos, on 
a tale-bearer, ibid. from Tim N atchwell, on fortune- 


ſtealers, N. 311. from J. O. on the expreſſions uſed 


by ſeveral of the clergy in their prayers before ſermon, 
N. 312. from containing, further thoughts on edu- 
cation, N. 313. from Bib Harmlz/s, complaining of his 
miſtreſs, N. 314. from John Trot, deſiring the Spetta- 
tor's advice, 76:4. from Toby Ren free, with a complaint 

_ againſt Sigaior Nicelini, ibid. from M. W. on the edu- 


cation of young genilewomen, ibid. from Samuel Siack 


on idleneſs, N. 316. from Clitunder to Clone, ibid. to 


the Spectator, with an account of the amours of E/calus 


an old beau, N. 318. from Dorinda complaining of the 
Spectator's partiality, N. 319. fiom Vi Sprightly, a 

man of mode, concerning faſhions, ibid. ſrom com- 
plaining of a female court called the ingu//ition en maids 
and bachelors, N. 320. The power and management of 
this inquiſition, 181. from V. B. a member ot the lazy 


club, ibid. | 


Liberality, whercin tte decency of it conſiſts, N. 292. 
Liberty of the people when beſt preſerved, N. 287. 
Liddy (Miſs) the difference betwixt her temper, and that 
of her fiiter Martha, and the reaſons of it, N. 390. 
Life, we are in this life nothing more than paſſengers, N. 
289. Illuſtrated by a ſtory of a travelling derviſe, ibids 


The three important articles of it, N. 319 
e e Mark 


The IN DE xX. 
ALE Jilts, who, N. 288. 
Man. Men differ from one another, as much i in 
ſentiments as features, N. 264. Their corruption in 
general, 76:4. 
. Thoſe marriages the moſt happy, that are pre- 


ceded by a long courtſhip, N. 261. Unhappy ones, 


from whence proceeding, N. 268, 


Merit, no judgment to be formed of it from ſucceſs, N. 


Alas 's Paradi/e Left. The Spetator” 8 criticiſm, and ob- 
| nen, on that poem, N. 267, 273, 279, 285, 291, 
297, 303, 309, 315, 321. His ſubject conformable to 
the talents of which he was — N. 315. His fable, 
ga maſter. piece, ibid. e 
Moderation a great virtue, N. 312. 
O. 


_ virtuous, what women fo called, N. 266, 
555 


Arents too mercenary in the diſpoſal of rhele chidiven - 


| In marriage, N. 304. Too ſparing in their encourage- 
ment to mallers for the well — of children, 
| XN $13. 
5 Paſſions, the uſe of them, N. 258. 
Pedants in breeding, as well as learning, N. 286. 


Petticoat politicians, a ſeminary to be ellabliſhed! in France, 


N. 305. 
Pin · money condemned, N. 295. 


Poems. Epic poem, the chief things to be confdered i m 


it, N. 267. 


Poets. Bad poets given to envy and detraction, N. 25 3 | 


the chief qualification of a good poet, N. 314. 
Polycarpus, a man beloved by every body, N. 280. 


Power deſpotic, an unanſwerable argument * it, N. 


287. 


Prudence, the influence it has on our yoo8 « or il fortune 


in the world, N. 293. 


| Abelais, his device, N. 28 * 


Recreation, che neceffiy of it, N. 258. 2 
3 Rich, 


0 


The IN PDE x. 


Rich. To be rich, the way to pleaſe, N. 280. The 0 


tages of being rich, N. 28 3. The art of proving rich, 
ibid. The proper uſe of riches, N. 294. 
Richlieu, Cardinal, his politics made 1 rance the terror of 
Europe, N. 305. 
Alutation, ſubjea to great enormities, N. 259. 
Scaramouch, an expedient of his at Paris, N. 283. 


| School-Mafters, the ignorance and undiſcerning of the ge» 


nerality of them, N. 313. 


: _— Lady, the Spectator” s obſervations at that vlay, N. 


Sherlock (Dr.) the reaſon his diſcourſe of death hath been 
ſo much peruſed, N. 289. 


Slavery, what kind of * che moſt removed from 
it, N. 2 


| SIIEE argain, in marriage, the inhumanity of i it N. 


8% — r. ) a quotation from his charity ſermon, N. 294. 
Solitude. Few perſons capable of a religious, learned, or 


philoſophic ſolitude, N. 264. N 

Spartans, the method uſed by them in the education of 
their children, N. 307, ; 

Spectator, (the) his averſion to — fellows, and the rea- 
ſon of it, N. 261. His acknowledgments to the public, 

N. 262. His advice to the Britiſb Ladies, N. 205. His 
adventure with a woman of the town, N. 266. His de- 
ſcription of a French puppet newly arrived, N. 277. 
His opinion of our form of government and religion, 
N. 287. Sometimes taken for a pariſh * and _ 
N. 289. 


Starch political, its aſe, N. 305. 
Stroke, to flrike a bold one, what meant by i it, N. 319. 


8 


Te his anſwer to a queſtion relating to the 


marrying his daughter, N. 311. 
Time, how the time we live ought to be computed, N. 316. 


Title-Page (Anthony) his petition to the Spectator, N. 304. 
Trade, the moſt Dy means to make a man's — for- 


Virgil | 


The IN DE x. 


V. 
gil, wherein ſhort of Homer, N. 273- 
Virtue, when the ſincerity of it may reatonat/y be 
al N. —_— 
W. 


Aſps and doves in public, who, N. 300. Sy 
Widows, the great game of fortune-hunters, N. os 


Ss Ws 
Woman, a definition of woman by one of the fathers, N. Z 
265. the general depravity of the inferior part of the 

_ N. 274. chey wholly govern domeſick life, N. 


0 The End of the Fourth Volume, 


